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Expertise  also  provided  in: 

• pectoral  implants  after  chest  reconstruction 

• buttock  implants 

• calf  implants 

• total  body  lifts 

• voice  surgery 

• hair  transplants 

• laser  hair  removal 

• laser  surgery 


Avenue  Plastic 


1045  Park  Avenue 
New  York,  NY  10021 
(212)  244-2020 
(877)  494-8648 


e-mail:  MySurgeon@aol.com 


A FEW  IMPORTANT  WORDS  FROM  KATE  BORNSTEINI 

7 remember  when  I was  first  thinking  of  the  very  real  possibility  of  my 
going  through  a *gasp*  sex  change  This  was  in  the  days  before 
tranny  support  groups.  I steeled  myself  and  made  the  long  distance 
call  to  IFGE.  To  my  delight,  I spoke  with  a trans  woman  who  calmed 
me  down  and  pointed  me  in  the  direction  of  some  deeper  self-work 
prior  to  making  my  decision  to  proceed.  It  was  invaluable  advice.  I owe 
a debt  to  IFGE.  I think  many  trans  folks  do.  Maybe  one  of  them  is 
you?  If  not  right  this  minute,  then  perhaps  some  day? 

Look,  IFGE  is  an  organization  that  seems  to  rise  above  all  politics 
of  the  trans  experience,  getting  to  the  heart  of  what  matters  to  each  of 
its  multi-identified  members.  Wouldn’t  it  be  worth  the  mini-investment 
of  a membership  to  make  sure  IFGE  is  there  for  all  of  us?  I think  so." 

IFGE  Membership 

is  belonging,  is  working  for  the  good  of  everyone, 
and  is  your  opportunity  to  assist  others  in  finding  help. 


IFGE  is  a registered  501  (c)  (3)  nonprofit  organization  Membership  inlcudes  the  IFGE  quarterly  newsletter  presenting  news  of  the  organization  and  other 
developments  within  the  community,  voting  priviledges,  and  a 10%  discount  on  items  from  the  IFGE  Synchronicity  Bookstore 

IFGE  depends  on  your  membership. ..Help  support  the  IFGE  mission!  Please  won’t  you  join  up  today? 


PLEASE  SIGN  ME  UP! 

□ Low  Income/Student — $20 

□ Basic — $35 

□ Supporting — $100 


□ Benefactor — $500 

□ Life— $2500 

□ Patron — $5000 
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orders  with  your  paid 
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IFGE  Subscriptions/Membership 
PO  Box  540229 
Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 


stage  of  your  transition 
from  female  to  male? 


Results  will  vary  from  person  to  person. 


If  you  are  under  treatment  with  a therapist  for  your  gender  transition  and 
are  psychologically  ready  to  make  the  permanent  life  change  from  female  to 
male,  Chest  Reconstruction  is  an  important  part  of  your  decision. 

This  surgery  reconstructs  the  female  chest,  creating  masculine  contours. 

It  can  make  you  feel  more  at  ease  in  your  newly  chosen  gender  and  makes 
men's  clothing  easier  to  wear. 

Dr.  Reardon  has  been  performing  cosmetic  surgery  for  27  years  and 
transgender  chest  reconstruction  for  22  years.  From  minimally  invasive 
procedures,  such  as  simple  liposuction,  to  advanced  surgical  methods  for  the 
more  extensive  reconstruction  of  very  large  38-40D+  breasts,  he  has  the  in- 
depth  experience  that  allows  him  to  hand  tailor  these  techniques  and 
technologies  to  correct  your  particular  problems  and  to  enhance  your  unique 
self  image. 

All  procedures  are  performed  under  local  anesthesia  with  supplemental  IV, 
sedation  in  our  state-of-the-art  ambulatory  facility  on  an  out-patient  basis. 
If  you  are  from  out  of  town,  we  will  assist  you  with  accommodations. 

In  the  hands  of  a caring  physician,  who  is  sensitive  to  all  gender  transition 
issues,  the  result  is  a well-contoured,  natural  looking,  masculine  chest. 

Be  the  best  you  can  he. 

Call  to  schedule  your  complimentary  consultation. 


James  J.  Rearclon,  M.D. 


Board  Certified  Plastic  and  Reconstructive  Surgeon 
737  Park  Avenue,  New  York,  New  York  10021 

Telephone  (212)  832-0770  Web:  www.drjamesreardon.com/dysphoria 
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GUIDELINES  FOR  CONTRIBUTORS 


Transgender  Tapestry  is  a magazine  for  and  about  crossdressers,  transgendered  trans- 
sexual, intersexed/and  other  gender-variant  persons,  and  those  who  support  them. 

OUR  READERS 

Write  for  a general  audience.  Our  readers  include  closeted  and  out  people:  crossdressers,  transsexuals, 
transgenderists,  intersexed  persons,  gay  men,  lesbians,  bisexuals,  heterosexuals,  therapists,  physicians, 
ministers.  Our  readers  span  all  ages,  races,  nationalities,  religions,  spiritualities,  beliefs  and  opinions, 
and  educational  backgrounds.  Your  piece  may  be  targeted  for  one  group,  but  it  should  speak  to  the 

larger  readership. 

WHAT  TO  SEND  US 

We  want  original  material.  We  rarely  accept  simultaneous  or  previous  published  submissions. 

We're  interested  in  ideas  which  have  been  previously  under-explored.  We  accept  submissions  on 
gender  issues  of  general  interest,  including:  new  (for  some  people)  types  of  diversity; 
little-known  information  about  transgender  history;  under-utilized  resources  and  populations; 
personal  struggles;  social  or  medical  issues;  humor  with  an  underlying  message;  and  satire. 

We  want  writing  that  challenges  categories,  presumptions,  and  accepted  thought. 

HOW  TO  SUBMIT 

We're  modern  folks.  The  best  way  to  send  materials  is  via 
e-mail.  We  get  it  immediately  and  we  don't  have  to  retype  it. 

Besides,  it's  cool. 

Attach  a file,  using  MIME  encoding.  These  formats  are 
acceptable  for  text  files:  Microsoft  Word, 

WordPerfect,  Rich  Text  Files  (RTF),  and  Text. 

It's  okay  to  send  text  in  the  body  of  an  e-mail,  but  our 
Eudora  Light  mail  reader  doesn't  recognize  embedded  codes. 

Graphic  images  should  be  in  TIFF,  EPS,  or  JPG  format. 

Unless  they're  self-extracting,  please  don't  send  zipped  files 
without  clearing  it  with  us  beforehand. 

No  e-mail?  Send  a PC-compatible  or  MAC  floppy  to 
Dallas  Denny,  P.O.  Box  33724,  Decatur,  GA  30033-0724. 

We  hate  typing  in  text,  but  we  understand 
some  people  can't  afford  or  don't  like  computers, 
so  believe  it  or  not,  we  accept  articles  on  paper. 

Please  include  a brief  biography  with  your  submission. 

THINGS  WE  SHOULDN’T  HAVE  TO  SAY 

DO  send  us  stuff. 

Deadlines  are  firm. 

Contact  us  before  submitting.  Talk  with  us  before  writing,  if  possible. 

Let  us  know  what  you  want  to  do  and  when  you  can  deliver  it.  Send  us  a rough  draft  if  you  have 

one. 

Be  reliable.  Make  your  word  stick. 

Be  concise.  Don't  ramble,  and  don't  try  to  tackle  too  much  in  one  article. 

Don't  be  heartbroken  if  we  don't  use  your  submission.  A rejection  often  has  more  to  do  with  the 
theme  or  the  space  available  in  the  magazine  than  the  quality  of  the  writing. 
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Editorial  J 


Never 
Give 
Up  ... 

When  my  family  learned  of  my  inten- 
tion to  transition  gender  roles,  my 
mother  sent  word  via  one  of  my 
sisters  that  I was  not  to  phone  or  visit  anyone 
in  the  family.  That  was  in  1989. 

I honored  my  mother's  wishes.  I didn't 
visit  or  phone,  although  I did  write  regularly 
for  the  first  four  or  five  years.  I even  got 
Christmas  presents  and  a note  or  two  back 
from  my  mother,  mostly  to  the  effect  that  "Any 
doctor  who  would  do  that  operation  should  be 
put  to  death."  After  I published  an  article 
about  my  relationship — or  rather,  lack  of  rela- 
tionship— with  my  family  and  sent  a copy  to 
my  mother,  there  was  no  further  contact. 

One  of  my  sisters  got  back  in  touch  around 
1996,  and  we  spoke  on  the  phone  on  occasion. 
In  1998,  when  the  Tennessee  Vais  asked  me  to 
be  the  speaker  at  their  Christmas  banquet  in 
Nashville,  I took  the  opportunity  to  visit  her  in 
nearby  Franklin. 

In  the  Spring  of  2000,  my  father  became  ill 
with  lung  and  liver  cancer.  He  died  in  May — 
fortunately,  with  a minimum  of  suffering.  My 
sister  in  Franklin  phoned  to  relay  a message 
from  the  family:  I could  come  to  the  funeral  if 
I wouldn't  wear  women's  clothes.  She  and  I 
both  laughed  at  that,  for  my  presentation  as  a 
woman  isn't  dependent  upon  artifice;  I typi- 
cally dress  in  khakis,  pullover  shirts,  and 
sandals  and  wear  no  jewelry  or  makeup  with 
the  exception  of  some  slapdash  lipstick.  I sent 


A Word  from  the  Editor 
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back  my  reply:  I 
would  not  com- 
promise who  I 
am.  I did  not  go 
to  the  funeral. 

Within  two  

days  of  my  father's  death,  my  other  sister  had 
arranged  for  the  sale  of  Mom's  house  and  moved 
her  lock,  stock,  and  barrel  from  Alabama  to  an 
apartment  close  to  her  home  in  Douglasville,  a 
suburb  on  the  west  side  of  Atlanta.  I live  on  the 
east  side.  I soon  received  word  from  my  sister  in 
Franklin  that  Mom  was  calling  her  daily  in  tears, 
telling  her  how  lonesome  she  was  and  how  much 
she  hated  Georgia.  Mom,  who  no  longer  drives, 
was  miserable  in  her  new  location,  unhappy  with 
my  Atlanta  sister  for  not  looking  after  her  as  she 
had  promised,  and  lonesome  for  the  man  with 
whom  she  had  lived  for  more  than  50  years. 

One  Saturday  afternoon  in  late  July  I was 
wakened  from  a nap  by  the  telephone.  It  was 
my  mother.  By  the  time  I was  fully  awake,  we 
were  chatting  as  if  it  had  not  been  eleven  years 
since  we  had  last  spoken. 

Two  weeks  later  my  Franklin  sister  brought 
Mom  to  my  house  for  dinner.  Two  weeks  after 
that.  Mom  and  I took  off  for  a weekend  trip  to 
Asheville,  North  Carolina.  Suddenly,  after 
eleven  years,  I am  back  in  the  family. 

Which  just  goes  to  show:  one  should  never 
give  up  hope. 
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^ Transcriptions 


Letters — 

I'm  writing  in  response  to 
author  Jacqueline  Swartz'  "Pro- 
fessor in  Drag"  ( Transgender 
Tapestn / #90,  Summer  2000).  She 
asks,  "What  will  [the  liberation  of 
transgendered  people]  mean  to 
anyone  who  isn't  another  secret 
crossdresser?" 

Really,  Jacqueline!  Everyone's 
freedom  is  in  part  limited  by 
discrimination  against  anyone.  We 
fought  a civil  war  against  slavery  in 
order  to  benefit  our  entire  culture. 
Women  worldwide  are  in  move- 
ment against  discrimination  by 
males  who  define  themselves  as 
culturally  superior.  Native 
Americans  battle  prejudices  that 
steal  their  dignity,  and  transgen- 
dered people  feel  the  pain  of 
discrimination  daily.  Can  you 
watch  another  person  injured  with- 
out feeling  some  pain  yourself? 

The  tragedy  of  these  painful 
issues  of  discrimination  is  that  they 
continue  over  generations  because 
so  many  people  fail  at  being  empa- 
thetic.  In  the  1800's  a wealthy  man 
in  my  town  gave  away  nearly  a 
billion  dollars  (in  today's  dollars) 
to  movements  fighting  racism  and 
sexism.  Jerrit  Smith  died  in  1874, 
but  if  he  were  alive  today,  his 
concerns  would  be  the  same.  Isn't  it 
time  for  us  to  champion  the  rights 
of  everyone?  We  will  all  gain  in 
dignity  as  our  human  kin  are  liber- 
ated. 

Norman  Damm 
Peterboro,  NY 

TWO  LETTERS 

Once  upon  a time  I was  work- 
ing with  a psychiatrist  who  asked 
me  if  I would  be  willing  to  speak  to 
a room  full  of  medical  professionals 
regarding  my  being  transsexual.  I 
would  have  only  about  10  minutes, 
and  that  would  include  time  for 


questions  from  inquiring  minds.  I 
offered  to  do  my  best  to  provide 
gender  literacy  for  these  people  in 
such  a short  time. 

I began  my  brief  lecture  with 
one  of  my  favorite  opening  lines: 
"Before  I started  all  this  [transsexu- 
ality], I was  just  another  starving 
artist.  Now  [hesitation]  I am  a 
starving  transsexual  artist!"  As  the 
previous  45  minutes  had  been 
taken  up  by  my  psychiatrist,  most 
of  these  people  were  asleep  and 
didn't  hear  the  joke. 

It  has  been  more  than  three 
years  since  that  day,  and  I'm  still  a 
starving  trans  artist.  That  I have 
mentioned  my  trans  status  is,  as  far 
as  I am  concerned,  irrelevant.  I am 
an  artist.  I compose  classical  music, 
and  some  of  my  works  have  been 
performed.  I am  a writer.  I was  a 
stringer  for  a Midwestern  newspa- 
per, writing  classical  music  reviews 
for  more  than  three  years,  and  also 
wrote  for  a national  publication.  I 
am  a self-trained  photographer;  I 
acquired  as  many  darkroom  and 
photo  skills  as  possible  while  work- 
ing in  a photo  retail  store  for  six 
years.  I even  managed  to  get  a few 
photos  published. 

My  mother  was  a graphic 
artist,  so  our  home  was  filled  with 
all  things  artistic.  My  aunt  was  a 
librarian,  and  1 absorbed  things 
literary  from  her. 

I know  other  transpeople  who 
are  more  talented  than  I will  ever 
be.  The  purpose  of  the  previous 
listing  is  to  illustrate  that  we,  as 
transgendered,  need  to  think  of 
ourselves  as  contributing,  produc- 
tive members  of  society  first,  and  as 
transgendered  second. 

Lisa  Renee  Ragsdale 
Minneapolis,  MN 

• 

The  first  thing  other  people 
perceive  about  us  is  gender.  If  for 


any  reason  strangers  cannot  deter- 
mine our  gender  right  away,  they 
will  be  unsure  how  to  respond  to 
us,  uncertain  how  to  communicate 
with  us,  and  unwilling  to  work 
with  us. 

I know.  I worked  in  a retail 
setting  for  ten  months.  Due  in  part 
to  the  uniform  I had  to  wear,  I prob- 
ably did  not  look  very  feminine.  On 
top  of  that,  my  voice  is  about  as 
deep  as  that  of  a middle-aged  male, 
so  I was  frequently  addressed  as 
"sir,"  no  matter  how  hard  I tried  to 
make  my  appearance  feminine. 
This,  as  you  might  imagine,  did 
wonderful  things  for  my  self- 
image.  Not. 

The  first  time  I went  out  in 
public  as  a woman,  back  in  the 
spring  of  1996,  a woman  friend  and 
I went  shopping  for  clothes.  I had 
zero  problems  passing.  OK,  I admit 
I'm  about  5'9",  125  pounds  (then!), 
and  that  may  have  helped.  My 
friend  noted  that  not  once  did  I 
receive  any  unusual  looks  from 
people,  either  while  trying  on 
clothes  or  in  the  crowded  restau- 
rant at  which  we  ate  lunch. 

When  I go  out  in  public,  I dress 
like  any  other  woman.  I do  prefer  a 
dressier  style  than  some,  but  I 
sometimes  go  in  tank  top  and 
denim  skirt.  I always  go  with  the 
attitude  that  I will  fit  in.  I will  treat 
everybody  with  the  same  respect 
which  I expect  to  receive  from 
them. 

When  I apply  for  work,  I expect 
to  be  taken  seriously  as  a compe- 
tent woman  with  a husky  voice. 
Despite  my  positive  attitude,  it's 
been  difficult  to  secure  employ- 
ment. I've  had  15  interviews  in  ten 
weeks  in  Minneapolis,  and 
received  only  two  offers  of  part- 
time  work.  To  be  rejected  by  arts 
organizations,  social  service  agen- 
cies, and  not-for-profits  really 
hurts. 
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I've  been  lucky  to  have  normal 
relations  with  retail  shops  and  even 
an  automotive  repair  shop  without 
having  to  go  through  questioning.  I 
know  paranoia.  1 know  fear.  I know 
difficultv.  I just  go  out  there  and  do 
it  anyway.  I do  cold  calls.  I write 
letters  to  people  I don't  know,  but 
wish  to  meet.  I go  to  events  by 
myself  and  take  calculated  risks. 

Among  transgenders,  there  is 
tremendous  fear  of  rejection.  The 
fear  of  the  unknown  has  contributed 
to  transgenders  staying  amongst 
themselves  and  not  taking  chances 
on  meeting  new  friends.  Yet  here  we 
are,  finally  liberated  and  secure  in 
our  new  gender.  We  do  have  friends 
out  there.  I have  met  several  by 
simply  going  out  and  doing  things. 

If  you  really  love  yourself, 
there's  an  excellent  chance  that  as 
you  express  your  new  self-reliance 
and  self-confidence,  you  will 
become  even  more  confident.  Show 
others  your  self-love,  and  they  will 
like  you  as  much  as  you  like  your- 
self! 

Lisa  Renee  Ragsdale 
Minneapolis,  MN 


What  is  it  about  being  transgen- 
dered  that  no  one  else  can  accept? 
Are  we  not  human?  We  surely  get 
lonely,  and  very  much  afraid.  We 
need  support  and,  often,  someone  to 
hold  us.  I did  not  choose  this.  I did 


not  do  this  to  myself.  Other  than  the 
fact  that  nature  screwed  up.  I'm 
normal — but  if  that  is  so,  why  do  I 
feel  like  a leper?  Why  do  I run  and 
hide  in  my  closet  every  time  the 
front  doorbell  rings?  One  would 
think  that  after  55  years,  it  would 
not  affect  me. 

Last  night  I was  prepared  to  end 
it  all,  but  today  I want  to  find  only 
peace  and  happiness,  even  though  I 
know,  deep  in  my  heart,  it  may  never 
be.  My  friends  will  still  make  fun  of 
people  like  me,  who  are  "different." 
My  wife  of  32  years  (God  how  I love 
her!)  is  still  struggling  to  understand, 
and  unable  to  make  a commitment 
one  way  or  the  other. 

She  is  a wonderful  and  loving 
woman  who  has  done  as  much  as 
any  person  could  to  make  me  as 
comfortable  as  possible,  but  every 
minute  that  goes  by  is  one  less  of 
happiness  and  one  more  of  torment. 
The  devils  chase  me  now  in  my 
sleep,  at  my  work,  in  every  waking 
moment  of  my  life.  I'm  sure  I have 
let  her  down,  betrayed  our  trust. 

Thirty  years  ago  I went,  along 
with  my  wife,  to  a doctor  with 
intentions  of  becoming  a whole 
woman.  Today,  30  years  later.  I'm  no 
closer  then  I was  then.  We've  not  yet 
dealt  with  the  issues  and  the  laws. 
Worse,  the  understanding  of  the 
public  has  not  changed.  Have  I wait- 
ed too  long?  Should  I accept  the 
enviable  and  resign  myself  to  what- 


ever is  left  and  give  up? 

If  you  break  a flower,  will  it  not 
die?  Am  I,  too,  like  that  flower, 
about  to  die?  1 have  a strong  sense  of 
self-pity,  not  for  the  death  of  that 
male  person,  but  because  I have 
never  lived.  Moreover,  I'm  over- 
whelmed by  the  feeling  that  there  is 
something  wrong  with  me.  Am  I just 
a freak  who  belongs  hidden? 

I'm  convinced  no  one  but  anoth- 
er transsexual  could  understand  the 
torment  a transsexual  experiences. 
I'm  also  convinced  that  unless  one 
deals  with  it  at  an  early  age,  it  will 
overwhelm.  It  will  destroy  even  the 
best  in  life  and  tear  the  hearts  out  of 
not  only  the  transsexual,  but  the 
family,  and  even  those  who  want  to 
help.  There  are  but  two  options  for 
the  transsexual:  change  or  die — and 
if  one  waits  too  long,  as  I have, 
death  is  the  more  acceptable  alterna- 
tive. At  least  the  pain  and  torment 
would  be  gone. 

As  I sit  here  and  wonder  what  it 
has  all  been  about,  I write  this  letter 
to  families  and  friends  of  those  with 
gender  identity  "problems,"  and 
especially  for  those  transsexuals 
who  are  still  young.  Don't  wait  until 
it's  too  late.  Don't  hide  from  help, 
and  most  of  all,  understand  that  you 
are  normal.  Love  and  caring  will 
make  life  a wonderful  place. 

Janet 


For  additional  resources 
please  be  sure  to 
browse  the  Synchronicity 
Bookstore  Catalogue 
on  page  84,  or  online  at 
http://www.ifge.org 


MOkWG? 

Make  sure  your 
Transgender  Tapestry 
reaches  you! 

Send  your  new  address  to 
<subscriptions@ifge.org> 
or  send  mail  to: 


IFGE,  P.O.  Box  540229 
Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 
or  send  a FAX  to: 

(781)  899-5703 
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Ten  or  so  years  ago  it  was  relatively  easy  to 
cover  transgender  news;  there  was  so  little  of  it 
that  we  just  included  it  all. 

No  more.  The  volume  of  trans-related 
news  has  increased  by  more  than  an  order  of 
magnitude,  necessitating  some  discretion  in  its 
presentation  to  our  readers. 

Since  1989  your  editor  has  been  compil- 
ing a transgender  bibliography,  documenting 
every  printed  item  that  crosses  her  desk.  The 
increase  in  traffic  is  remarkable.  Consider — 
For  the  entire  year  of  1989,  the  bibliography 
catalogs  only  16  unsigned  news  articles.  For 
July,  2000  alone,  there  are  36 — and  this  is  only 
unsigned  works;  books,  journal  articles,  and 
newspaper  articles  with  bylines  are  not  includ- 
ed in  this  count. 

We  thought  we  would  try  something  dif- 
ferent. Rather  than  reprinting  selected  news 
articles,  we're  going  to  discuss  what's  been  in 
the  news,  trannywise.  Your  editor  covers  some 
items,  and  Monica  Helms,  who  was  recently 
profiled  in  this  magazine,  debuts  a new-related 
column  in  this  very  issue — Ed. 


THE  SILLY  SEASON 

Journalists  call  summer  the  silly 
season,  and  with  good  reason — the  heat 
(or  is  it  the  humidity?)  seems  to  cause 
folks  to  do  bizarre  things.  My  private 
theory  is  that  journalists  drink  more  in 
the  summer  and  thus  become  more 
receptive  to  silliness.  For  whatever  rea- 
son, there  have  been  plenty  of  peculiar 
things  happening,  newswise. 

Some  representative  silliness: 

• According  to  a 16  June  article  on 
Ananova  News,  a Florida  man  killed  a 
dog  he  thought  was  gay. 

• A 1 August  article  on  Ananova  tells  of 
a ruckus  caused  on  an  airplane  by  a Thai 
katoey  who  feared  her  breast  implants 
would  explode  on  takeoff.  They  didn't. 


^ Trans 


News 


WARM  WELCOME  TO 


Denise  Leclair,  a tall,  outspoken  blonde 
from  Gardner,  Massachusetts  is  the  new 
manager  of  IFGE’s  Synchronicity  Bookstore 
and  resident  Computer  Goddess. 

Denise  comes  to  us  from  Fitchburg 
State  College  where  she  was  the  Lab 
Manager  for  the  Chemistry  and  Geo- 
Physical  Sciences  Departments  for  the  last 
ten  years  She  has  been  a professional  stu- 
earning  several 

is  incoherent  in  Spanish  as  well  as  English. 
When  she’s  not  busy  here  she’s  also  works 
as  an  independent  consultant  doing  network 
and  database  design  for  many  local  busi- 
nesses. 

Rebellious  by  nature,  she  considers  herself  an  environmental  and  civil  rights 
activist  and  sees  her  gender  transition  as  an  ultimate  form  of  civil  disobedience.  She 
has  been  a member  of  the  Tiffany  Club  for  the  last  five  years  and  has  been  volun- 
teering here  at  IFGE  for  the  last  year,  keeping  the  computers  from  misbehaving  (too 
much). 

An  avid  reader  since  childhood,  she  has  spent  a great  deal  of  her  life  in  libraries 
and  bookstores.  She  is  excited  about  her  new  position  in  the  bookstore  where  she 
can  share  her  passion  for  books.  “I  feel  very  lucky  to  be  here.  My  position  here  at 
IFGE  has  allowed  me  to  combine  my  love  of  books  with  the  pursuit  of  equal  rights 
for  transgendered  people.  I’m  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  to  give  something  back  to 
this  community  which  has  been  such  a lifeline  for  me.” 

She  wants  to  hear  from  you,  so  stop  by  our  bookstore,  send  her  an  e-mail,  or 
pick  up  the  phone  and  let  her  know  your  literary  needs.  She  can  be  reached  at 
denise@ifge.org  or  (781)  899-2212. 


TRANSWOMAN  APPOINTED  TO 
MASSCHUSETTS  DPH  GLBT 
ADDICTIONS  TASK  FORCE 

Ms.  Holly  V.  Ryan,  long  time  activist, 
trainer  for  the  Transgender  Education 
Network  (TEN),  Tiffany  Club  of  New 
England  Board  member,  and  regular  volunteer 
at  IFGE,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public 
Health's  GLBT  Addictions  Task  Force 
Coordinating  Committee  which  is  run  by  the 
Massachusetts  Substance  Abuse  Bureau. 

The  Task  Force  is  responsible  for  recom- 
mending legislation  and  the  disbursement  of 
state  funds  to  provide  substance  abuse  services 
for  the  GLBT  community.  The  significance  of  this  appointment  is  that 
Holly  is  the  first  transperson  to  be  selected  for  this  committee.  Holly  cur- 
rently is  employed  at  the  Middlesex  Human  Service  Agency. 

Holly's  background  in  the  Human  Service  field  and  her  personal 
experience  qualify  her  as  the  perfect  choice  for  this  position.  In  accepting 
the  position.  Holly  has  set  a personal  goal  to  change  the  wording  in  the 
Department  of  Health  Patient  Standard  of  Care  policy  from  "recom- 
mended" to  "required,"  especially  when  concerning  transpeople. 

We  all  congratulate  her  and  wish  her  the  best  of  luck  on  this  important 
appointment. 
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• In  a 10  August  report  on  Amnova,  a 
Pittsburgh  judge  told-off  a crossdressing 
bank  robber  who  claimed  he  had  been 
driven  "culturally  insane." 

• According  to  a 23  August  article  in  The 
Sydney  Morning  Herald,  conservatives  in 
Sydney  were  up  in  arms  about  a plan  to 
utilize  drag  queens  in  the  closing  cele- 
bration at  the  Summer  Olympics. 

• The  fact  that  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Transportation  Authority  spent  $8000 
on  a bathroom  to  accommodate  a trans- 
sexual made  headlines  in  June.  More 
accurate  reporting  would  doubtlessly 
have  revealed  that  the  bathroom  was,  in 
fact,  built  to  accommodate  co-workers 
who  didn't  want  to  share  facilities  with 
an  in-transition  tranny. 

Lots  of  folks  have  been  outed  in  the 
news  lately,  including  a U.K.  minister,  a 
U.S.  physician  who  works  for  NASA,  a 
pilot,  and  a shot-put  winner.  In  a 10 
August  article  by  R.  Turner,  The  Western 
Mail  of  Wales  <www.totahoales.com> 
reported  on  a court  case  in  which  a stu- 
dent was  cleared  of  stealing  money  from 
a lecturer  with  whom  she  had  had  an 
affair.  By  claiming  she  was  traumatized 
by  her  discovery  of  his  feminine 
wardrobe,  she  managed  to  redirect  the 
issue  from  her  alleged  theft  to  his  cross- 
dressing and  was  found  not  guilty  of 
stealing  £800. 

HIGH  PROFILE  CASES 

More  Steers  'n'  Queers  in  Texas 

Unfortunately,  this  type  of  misdi- 
rection is  not  limited  to  Wales.  We 
recently  reported  on  a Texas  physician's 
insurance  company,  which  deftly  side- 
stepped the  issue  of  the  alleged  mal- 
practice by  claiming  Christie  Littleton, 
a postoperative  transsexual  woman 
whose  husband  had  died  while  under 
medical  care,  was  not  eligible  to  sue 
because  she  was  in  fact  a man  and  there- 
fore not  legally  married  in  the  State  of 
Texas,  which  frowns  upon  same-sex 
doin's  (see  Monica  Helms'  column  in 
this  issue  for  her  take  on  the  matter.). 


The  case  is  currently  being  carried  for- 
ward to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  by 
activists  and  attorneys  Phyllis 
Randolph  Frye  and  Alyson  Meiselman. 
Your  editor  rather  hopes  the  Court  will 
refuse  to  hear  the  case,  for  an  unfavor- 
able ruling  would  potentially  invalidate 
thousands  of  transsexual  marriages  and 
pollute  the  legal  waters  for  decades,  as 
did  the  1970  U.K.  case  Corbett  v. 
Corbett.  In  the  U.S.,  marriages  of  post- 
operative transsexuals  have  generally 
been  considered  valid;  this  rests  upon  a 
couple  of  favorable  rulings  in  state 
courts,  such  as  New  Jersey's  M.T.  v.  J.T. 
(1976).  A Supreme  Court  verdict  against 
Littleton  would  increase  the  probability 
of  other  states  following  after  Texas 
rather  than  the  earlier  M.T.  v.  J.T.  A loss 
in  the  Supreme  Court  would  be  a bad 
day  at  Black  Rock. 

Ms.  Littleton's  attorneys  have  a lot 
on  the  ball,  however.  They  are  also  the 
attorneys  for  Robin  and  Jessica  Wicks,  a 
lesbian  couple  planning  a high-profile 
marriage  which  will,  in  all  likelihood, 
make  Texas  rue  the  Littleton  ruling — for 
Jessica  was  once  a man.  Since  Texas  has 
come  down  firmly  in  its  opinion  that  it's 
the  chromosomes  that  matter,  there  is  no 
legal  reason  why  Ms.  Wicks  can't  marry. 
Bexar  County  (San  Antonio)  Clerk 
Gerard  C.  Rickoff  has  stated  that  he  will 
issue  the  license.  Said  Rickoff:  "You  are 
what  you  are  by  your  creator." 

See  Monica  Helms'  column  in  this 
issue  for  a report  of  another  case  that 
will  affect  the  validity  of  transsexual 
marriages:  that  of  J'Noel  Ball  Gardiner. 

Ironically,  just  as  the  validity  of 
transsexual  marriages  is  being  called 
into  question  in  the  U.S.,  there  are  signs 
in  the  U.K.  that  after  30  years  in  which 
transsexuals  were  unable  to  legally 
change  their  sex,  marry,  or  adopt  chil- 
dren, reform  is  near.  After  a decade  of 
work  by  the  amazing  lobbying  group 
Press  for  Change,  the  Home  Office  has 
issued  a report  favorable  to  transsexu- 
als. It's  said  Home  Secretary  Jack  Straw 
will  announce  a change  in  the  law  later 
this  year,  moving  the  U.K.  into  line  with 
the  rest  of  Europe  in  regard  to  its  treat- 
ment of  transgendered  and  transsexual 
people. 


Tyra  Hunter  Settlement 

A $1.75m  settlement  was  reached  in 
Margie  Hunter's  wrongful  death  law- 
suit against  the  city  of  Washington,  D.C., 
Margie's  24-year-old  child,  Tyra,  who 
lived  as  a woman,  was  critically  injured 
in  a car  crash  in  1995.  When  D.C.  fire- 
fighter Adrian  Williams  realized  Tyra 
had  male  genitals,  he  stopped  working 
on  her  and  stood  around  with  other  fire- 
fighters, mocking  her  until  a supervisor 
arrived  and  ordered  them  to  resume 
treatment.  Hunter  died  later  the  same 
day  at  D.C.  General;  Margie  Hunter's 
attorney,  Richard  Silber,  argued  persua- 
sively that  D.C.  General  physician 
Joseph  A.  Bastien  was  negligent  in  not 
ordering  blood  transfusions  or  a chest 
tube  to  drain  fluids  around  Tyra's  heart. 
Unfortunately,  both  Bastien  and 
Williams  are  still  on  the  job;  Williams 
was  recently  promoted. 

A 12  August  editorial  in  the 
Washington  Post  berated  the  city  for  its 
treatment  before  and  after  the  death  of 
Tyra  Hunter;  however,  the  Post  has 
repeatedly  called  Hunter  a transvestite, 
referred  to  her  with  male  pronouns,  and 
used  her  birth  name,  Tyrone  Michael, 
rather  than  Tyra,  the  name  she  pre- 
ferred. Despite  recently-released  guide- 
lines for  journalistic  treatment  of 
transgendered  and  transsexual  persons, 
the  Associated  Press  has  done  the  same. 

MURDERS 

Transgendered  people  keep  getting 
murdered.  The  average  is  about  one  per 
month  in  the  U.S.,  but  many  more  in 
third-world  nations.  Turkey  and  South 
American  countries  seem  to  be  the  worst 
offenders.  Recently  a Venezuelan 
transwoman  known  as  Dayana  was 
killed  by  two  men  who  may  have  been 
police  agents,  according  to  a 27  August 
press  release  by  Nicaragua  Solidarity 
Network  of  New  York. 

Back  to  the  U.K.  again,  it  seems  the 
police  have  solved  the  mystery  of  the 
death  of  postoperative  transsexual 
Christine  Chappell,  whose  body  was 
found  weighted  down  with  chains  on  a 
Suffolk  beach  in  March.  Charles 
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Halfacre  and  a female  who  was  not 
named  but  who  was  likely  Chappell's 
ex-wife,  were  arrested,  according  to  a 30 
August  article  in  the  Evening  Star. 

The  British  press  perversely  persist 
in  referring  to  Ms.  Chappel  as  Brian 
Hooley.  The  British  Press  is,  in  general, 
awful  in  its  treatment  of  transfolk. 
Hopefully,  someone  will  send  them  a 
copy  of  the  new  AP  Guidelines. 

This  just  in:  According  to  a 29 
August  article  in  the  Miami  Herald, 
Miami-Dade  police  identified  a man 
killed  in  Southwest  Dade  in  late  August. 
"The  victim  was  Keith  E.  Jackson,  32, 
police  said  today.  Jackson  was  found 
dead  in  a vacant  lot  on  Southwest  219th 
Street  and  112th  Avenue  on  Sunday. 
According  to  police,  Jackson  was  a 
transvestite  prostitute  who  frequented 
the  area.  The  cause  of  death  has  been 
determined  to  be  blunt  trauma,  police 
said.  The  motive  has  not  been  deter- 
mined." 

Transfolk  are  usually  the  victims  of 
violence,  but  sometimes  they  dish  it  out. 
When  Boston  dermatologist  Richard 
Sharpe  shot  his  estranged  wife  to  death, 
that  bastion  of  journalistic  excellence, 
the  Boston  Herald,  was  quick  to  run  a 
front  page  headline:  "Doc's  Dark  Side: 
Wife  Slay  Suspect  was  Drag  Queen" — 
this  because  he  crossdressed  and  had 
reportedly  used  his  wife's  hormones. 
The  Herald's  revelation  of  course  moved 
the  discussion  from  Sharpe's  drug 
addiction  to  his  wardrobe.  Ever-vigilant, 
IFGE  Executive  Director  Nancy  Cain 
sent  a letter  to  the  Herald,  pointing  out 
that  the  doc's  actions  are  not  the  norm 
for  transgendered  people. 

MISCELLANY 


Your  editor  doesn't  much  like  Wal- 
Mart,  which  she  holds  responsible  for 
the  death  of  downtown  shopping  dis- 
tricts in  small  towns  all  across  America, 
and  which  she  believes  to  be  a major 
cause  of  the  traffic  congestion  and  urban 
sprawl  that  will  make  the  21st  century  a 
commuter's  nightmare.  She  is  offended 
that  Wal-Mart  calls  its  workers  "associ- 
ates" when  it's  clear  their  only  associa- 
tion with  the  megacorporation  is  the 


paycheck  they  draw,  and  she  is  not  at  all 
pleased  that  Wal-Mart  has  taken  it  upon 
itself  to  "protect"  the  public  by  remov- 
ing "offensive"  books  and  CDs  from  its 
shelves.  She's  known  several  Wal-Mart 
"associates"  (i.e.  employees)  who  have 
been  involuntarily  "disassociated" 
because  of  their  transsexual  status.  So  it 
was  with  some  glee  that  she  read 
Associated  Press  reports  that  Wal-Mart 
had  been  ordered  to  pay  an  ex-associate, 
who  happened  to  be  transsexual,  some 
$2m — until  she  read  the  small  print.  It 
seems  the  megalithic  corporation  had 
misplaced  the  subpoena  somewhere 
amidst  the  piles  of  tennis  shoes  and 
Sam's  Cola  and  had  therefore  not  made 
it  to  court,  resulting  in  a default  ruling. 
Not  surprisingly,  follow-up  articles  by 
AP  indicated  the  original  verdict  had 
been  thrown  out.  Hopefully,  justice  will 
prevail  at  the  re-trial. 

From  South  Africa  comes  authenti- 
cation of  rumors  your  editor  heard  some 
10  years  ago,  when  it  was  in  the  wind 
that  South  Africa  had  been  giving  invol- 
untary sex  changes  to  some  of  its  citi- 
zens. Turns  out  that  under  the 
Apartheid  system  both  male  and  female 
soldiers  suspected  of  being  gay  were 
given  aversion  therapy  and  sometimes 
involuntary  sex  reassignment  treat- 
ments, which  were  often  left  incomplete. 
More  on  this  in  the  next  issue. 


TEAN  MARIE  STINE  GIVES 
IFGE'S  BROCHURES  A 
CHECK-UP 

Jean  Marie  Stine,  editor  of  Transgender 
Tapestry  from  June  1995  to  February 
1998,  has  graciously  agreed  to  bring 
IFGE's  educational  brochures  up  to 
date.  She  will  be  revising  information  in 
the  three  existing  brochures  ("About 
Cross-Dressers  and  Crossdressing," 
"About  Female-to-Male  Transsexuals..." 
and  "What  is  IFGE?")  and  will  be  writ- 
ing the  text  for  a new  brochure  titled 
"About  Male-to-Female  Transsexuals". 
These  brochures  are  distributed  in  our 
information  packages,  at  conferences 
through  the  Synchronicity  Bookstore 
table,  and  by  IFGE  Staff  when  we  give  a 
workshop,  seminar  or  presentation,  and 
a variety  of  other  means. 

These  revisions  are  long  overdue 
and  will  ensure  that  IFGE  continues  to 
provide  up-to-date  information  and 
resources  to  the  transgender  community 
and  the  general  public.  The  IFGE  Staff, 
and  in  particular  Sara  Herwig,  Director 
of  Operations,  are  grateful  for  Jean's 
willingness  to  undertake  these  revi- 
sions. 

So  for  those  of  you  who  were  won- 
dering what  had  become  of  Jean  Marie, 
she  is  alive  and  well  and  still  active  not 
only  in  the  transgender  community  but 
in  IFGE. 

Thank  you,  Jean  Marie. 

The  IFGE  Staff 


pops/ 

Photo  credit  for  the  great 
picture  of  Masae  Torai  in 
Transgender  Tapestry  #91 
(page  25)  should  have  gone  to 

Hirai  Masayoshi. 

We  apologize  for  the  oversight. 

—Ed. 
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Columns 


Miqqitalk 

by  Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert,  Ph.D. 


The  world  seems  to  be  chang- 
ing, albeit  slowly  and  some- 
times with  two  steps  forward 
and  one  back.  More  and  more  juris- 
dictions are  creating  legislation  that 
protects  transgendered  people  from 
discrimination,  more  businesses  take 
a transitioning  employee  in  stride, 
and  transgendered  people  appear  in 
the  movies  and  on  television  with 
increasing  regularity.  At  the  same 
time,  our  martyred  sisters  and  broth- 
ers continue  to  litter  the  streets  and 
fields,  and  in  any  number  of  countries 
cross-gender  behavior  is  illegal  and 
punished  harshly.  The  world,  perhaps 
because  of  the  internet,  perhaps 
because  communication  among  dif- 
ferent people  has  become  so  common, 
sometimes  seems  to  be  loosening. 

In  our  times — "nowadays" — 
there  are  so  many  lines  you  can  cross, 
so  many  things  you  can  do  that  are 
unusual  or  unexpected,  different,  or 
almost  even,  maybe,  bizarre.  You  can 
wear  as  many  earrings  as  you  want: 
three,  seven,  fifteen.  And  if  you  like, 
you  can  put  a dozen  or  so  in  your 
nose,  eyebrows,  belly  button  or  but- 
tocks. You  can  even  put  one  in  your 
tongue  so  giving  head  is  something 
really  special.  Hair  color's  no  prob- 
lem either.  Purple,  yellow  (not  to  be 
confused  with  blonde),  green,  or 
orange — take  your  pick.  You  may  get 
some  looks,  some  stares,  even  the 
occasional  clucking.  "Harold!  Look  at 
her!  She's  got  things  in  her  eyebrows. 
And  her  tongue!  Omigod — how  does 
she  eat?!" 

"Never  mind  that,  Blanche,  look 
at  her  nose.  What's  she  do  when  she 
gets  a cold???  Haha  huhu  haha!" 


"Oh,  Harold,  you're  disgusting." 

It's  different  for  gender  outlaws. 
When  you're  transgendered — no  mat- 
ter how  much  or  how  little — you're 
always  walking  a line;  you've  always 
got  one  foot,  one  toe,  in  each  of  two 
divided  places.  That's  because  gender 
violations  are  in  a separate  category, 
beyond  the  pale,  beyond  the  limit, 
beyond  the  allowance  given  to  the 
non-allowed,  beyond  the  comprehen- 
sion of  the  comprehenders.  We're  so 
out  there  that  Harold  and  Blanche 
often  won't  even  make  jokes  about  us; 
but  neither  will  they  be  surprised 
when  hooligans  do. 

So,  is  the  world  loosening?  Are 
things  getting  better?  Well,  maybe, 
but  how  much?  I want  to  find  out,  so 
here's  an  experiment  to  try  on  unsus- 
pecting liberals.  It's  a gender  twist  on 
an  old  test.  A real  trick  question. 

Your  son  comes  home  with  a real- 
ly cute  girl.  She's  attractive,  bright, 
courteous,  and  sweet.  Without  being 
asked,  she  clears  the  table  and  comes 
into  the  kitchen  to  help  wash  up  after 
dinner.  She  smiles  at  your  son's  jokes; 
she  obviously  adores  him.  Even 
when  Dad  says  something  that  gets 
your  son's  back  up,  she  quickly,  gen- 
tly, and  in  the  most  subtle  way,  steps 
in  to  deflate  the  situation.  Dad  recog- 
nizes it,  and  so  do  you;  a glance  is 
exchanged.  This  one's  all  right.  She 
understands  him;  she  understands 
family.  This  one's  a keeper. 

"So,  Mom,  Dad?  What'd  you 
think  of  Jenn?" 

"Oh,  darling,  she's  a sweetie." 

"Yeah,  Brad,  she's  the  best  you've 
brought  home  in  a long  time." 
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"Wow,  I'm  really  glad,  'cause  I 
think  this  may  be  serious." 

Mom  and  Dad  look  at  each  other. 
Wedding  bells  are  ringing — book  the 
hall?  How  many  people?  Buffet  or  sit 
down?  "That's  wonderful,  darling, 
but  are  you  sure?" 

"Hey,  hon,  she's  a doll!  The  boy 
knows  what  he's  doing.  She's  just  the 
woman  he  needs  to  keep  him  in  line." 

"Yeah,  well,  she'll  do  that.  Dad, 
lemme  tell  ya." 

"Oh,  Brad,  I'm  so  excited!!!  Just 
think,  Harold,  grandchildren!  Oh,  I'm 
so  excited!!!" 

"Take  it  easy,  Blanche,  don't  rush 
the  boy." 

"Oh  no,  of  course  not.  Brad,  dar- 
ling, are  you  officially  engaged?  Can 
we  have  a party?  Can  I tell  the  fami- 
ly?" 

"Hey,  all  right.  I'm  really  thrilled 
you're  so  excited.  And,  like,  you  real- 
ly like  her — that's  great.  I was  so 
worried." 

"Brad,  she's  a dear.  Who  couldn't 
like  her?  And  she  obviously  cares  so 
much  for  you." 

"Hey,  guy,  she's  really  a catch." 

"OK,  but  you  gotta  cool  it  on  the 
grandchildren  thing." 

"Cool  it?  On  the  grandchildren?" 

"Well,  if  we  want  kids — and  we 
do! — we're  going  to  have  to  adopt." 

"Oh,  the  poor  child.  She  can't 
have  children?" 

"No,  she  can't.  Can  you  deal  with 
that?" 


fFforence  s ‘fashions 


“Corsetry  is 
Our  Specialty 

Personal  Service  in  a friendly 
atmosphere.  Dresses,  bras,  girdles, 
lingerie,  breast  forms,  wigs,  hosery, 
jewelry  and  novelties. 

Mon  - Sat 

68  Albion  St.,  Wakefield,  MA 
01880 

781-245  -1385 


yy 


Crossdresser  sessions. 

Feel  feminine,  dress  up  and  relax  in  a 
comfortable  discrete  atmosphere.  Wigs,  clothing 
and  make-up  provided.  For  appointment  call: 

Barbara  M-F  at  781-245-6798 


Diane  Ellaborn  ucsw 

Gender  Specialist 

• Psychotherapy  for  crossdressers, 
transsexuals,  their  partners  and  families 

• Over  20  years  experience 

• Individual,  couple,  family  and 
group  therapy 

• Evaluation  for  hormones  and  referral 
to  medical  and  supportive  resources 

• Long-distance  gender  consultations 
and  therapy  available  hy  phone 

• Located  in  Framingham,  MA 

• MasterCard  and  Visa  now  accepted 

508-788-5406 


"Well,  of  course  we  can.  Can't  we, 
Harold?" 

"Sure,  kid,  no  problem.  I mean, 
like  you  said,  you  can  always  adopt." 

"That's  right.  I mean,  it's  sad,  but 
if  she  loves  you  and  you  love  her,  then 
that's  the  most  important  thing.  Isn't 
it,  Harold?" 

"You  bet,  Blanche — that's  the  bot- 
tom line." 

Brad  breathes  a deep  sigh  of 
relief.  It's  as  if  a huge  weight  has  been 
lifted  from  his  shoulders.  "God,  I'm 
really  so  glad  to  hear  you  say  that.  I 
was  really  worried  you'd  be  so  disap- 
pointed. I know  how  you've  always 
wanted  grandchildren." 

"Hey,  Brad,  we  do,  and  we  will.  If 
you  adopt  them,  then  they'll  be 
ours — plain  and  simple." 

"Dad's  right — there  are  so  many 
children  in  the  world  who  need  love 
and  family.  Don't  you  worry  about  it. 
And  anyway,  your  sister's  sure 
enough  keeping  our  genes  in  the  old 
gene  pool  with  her  four!" 

"Huha,  huha." 

"Oh,  Harold!  You  stop  that!" 

"But,  Brad,  darling,  if  you  don't 
mind  my  asking,  is  it  anything  seri- 
ous? I mean,  is  she  all  right?  I mean, 
the  reason  she  can't  have  children 
herself?  Is  she  sick?" 

"Oh,  no,  she's  fine  now." 

"Well,  do  you  know  what  it  is? 
It's  not  an  ongoing  problem,  is  it?" 

"No,  mom,  she's  fine.  It's  just  that 
she  was  born  a boy  and  wasn't  able  to 
become  a girl  until  she  was  like  sev- 
enteen." 

"She  was  born  a boy?  You  mean 
she's  not  really  a girl?" 

"No,  I mean  she's  really  a girl, 
just  that  she  wasn't  born  that  way. 
That's  why  she  can't  have  babies." 


Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert  is  a Professor  of 
Philosophy  at  York  University  and 
a board  member  of  Xpressions  in 
Toronto,  Canada.  Her  email  address  is 
<Miqcji@gilbertl.net>. 
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And  That’s  The  Way  It  Is! 


by  Monica  F.  Helms 


Welcome  to  this  brand  new 
column!  Please  excuse  the 
mess.  I'm  still  moving  in 
and  I have  boxes  of  words  every- 
where. Oh,  look!  I found  my  box  of 
"conundrums."  I've  been  looking  all 
over  for  them.  I hate  it  when  I'm  at  a 
loss  for  words.  Wait  a minute.  What's 
this?  One  of  the  movers  put  on  this 
box  the  word  "ribbed."  Cute.  Real 
cute. 

What  I'm  planning  to  do  for  our 
readers  is  to  make  sense — or  in  some 
cases,  "nonsense" — out  of  the  various 
transgender-related  news  items  that 
have  flashed  across  my  desk  over  the 
last  quarter.  And,  wait!  Here  comes 
one  now.  Let's  see.  "Man  Bites  Dog." 
Huh?  Ah,  I see.  "Man  Bites  Dog  in 
Drag."  That  gets  stored  ...  in  the 
round  file. 

I took  the  name  for  this  column 
from  the  famous  tag  line  used  by 
Walter  Cronkite  back  when  he  was 
still  a news  anchor  for  CBS.  Yes,  yes,  I 
know.  I can  remember  back  that  far. 
Geez.  The  line  seems  to  say  it  all. 
That's  what  I plan  to  do:  say  it  all. 

DON’T  ASK,  DON’T  TELL, 
DON’T  EXIST 

A lot  of  attention  has  been  given 
to  gays  and  lesbians  in  the  military, 
but  none  to  transgender  service  mem- 
bers. No  one  in  or  out  of  the  military 
expected  them  to  exist.  "How  can  you 
be  transgendered  and  in  the  military 
at  the  same  time?"  Just  ask  Kim 
Burgess  of  Bremerton,  WA.  She  was 
recently  torpedoed  by  Submarine 


Group  9 for  being  identified  with 
Gender  Identity  Dysphoria  on  a psy- 
chological test.  They  made  her  life  a 
living  hell.  First,  they  tried  to  get  rid 
of  her  under  the  Don't  Ask,  Don't  Tell 
directive  by  saying  gender  identity 
was  the  same  as  sexual  orientation. 
They  even  withheld  back-pav,  making 
it  difficult  for  her  to  live. 

However,  Ms.  Burgess  did  get  the 
last  laugh  on  the  Navy.  Before  being 
discharged,  she  had  her  name  and 
gender  legally  changed  on  her 
Washington  State  driver's  license.  The 
Navy  had  to  discharge  her  under  her 
new  name  and  gender,  allowing  her 
to  receive  veteran's  benefits  as  a 
woman.  They  even  paid  the  back-pay 
they  owed  her.  Ms.  Burgess  now 
plans  on  joining  the  United  States 
Submarine  Veterans,  Inc.,  a national 
organization  with  over  6500  male 
members,  and  one  other  transsexu- 
al— me.  Welcome  to  the  club,  girl. 

LIONS  AND  TIGERS 
AND  BIGOTS,  OH  MY 

"There's  no  place  like  home," 
Dorothy  said  in  The  Wizard  of  Oz. 
She  was  talking  about  Kansas.  Well, 
she's  wrong,  when  it  comes  to 
spousal  rights  for  post-op  transsexu- 
als. Taking  its  cue  from  the  "Bush- 
infested"  state  to  the  south  of  them,  a 
Kansas  court  ruled  that  J'Noel  Ball 
Gardiner  was  not  entitled  to  spousal 
inheritance  because  she  started  life  off 
as  a male.  Leavenworth  County 
District  Judge  Gunnar  Sundby  ruled 
the  marriage  of  Marshall  and  J'Noel 


Gardiner  was  void,  based  simply  on 
his  own  prejudice.  The  marriage  cer- 
tificate and  J'Noel's  driver's  license 
were  not  considered  as  evidence.  Mrs. 
Gardiner's  properly-changed  birth 
certificate  from  Wisconsin  and 
Wisconsin  court  order  meant  nothing 
to  hizzonor.  Only  Judge  Sundby 
could  decide  what  was  proper, 
regardless  of  the  letter  of  the  law. 

This  proves  once  again  that  just 
because  a transsexual  is  post-op  with 
all  the  proper  documentation,  there's 
no  guarantee  of  safety.  Some  wicked 
witch  in  the  court  system  is  hiding, 
waiting  to  pounce.  It  doesn't  take  a 
brain  from  the  Wizard  or  a house  to 
fall  on  you  to  understand  this.  And,  if 
you  plan  on  moving  to  the  Midwest, 
just  remember  it  is  not  safe  to  be  TS  in 
KS. 

HELL  IS  FOR  CHILDREN 

Ah,  to  be  six  years  old  again, 
without  a care  in  the  world.  Loving 
parents  take  care  of  you.  You  don't 
have  to  vote  or  pay  taxes.  And,  you're 
not  overly  concerned  with  what 
adults  do.  But  heaven  help  you  if  you 
have  Gender  Identity  Dysphoria  as  a 
child  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio.  Paul 
and  Sherry  Lipscomb,  the  parents  of 
Aurora,  know  this  all  too  well.  The 
Lipscombs  allowed  their  child  the 
chance  to  express  her  true  gender 
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identity,  something  most  parents 
would  have  run  away  from  in  horror. 
For  this  expression  of  parental  love, 
Franklin  County  Children  Services 
took  Aurora  away  from  them.  They 
said  the  Lipscombs  were  abusing 
their  child.  I only  wish  my  parents 
had  been  as  loving  and  understand- 
ing as  Paul  and  Sherry  are  with 
Aurora. 

Where  is  she,  this  lovely  child  of 
six?  We  now  know  the  foster  parents 
she  has  been  taken  to  have  placed  all 
her  girl  clothes  and  jewelry  in  a 
garbage  bag,  and  are  forcing  her  to 
stand  to  urinate.  Not  only  that,  but 
they  are  violating  the  Lipscomb's  reli- 
gious dietary  requirements  by  feeding 
Aurora  pork  products.  This  has  out- 
raged and  united  the  transgender 
community  like  never  before.  Earlier 
this  year,  another  six-year-old  child 
united  the  Cuban-Americans  in  the 
same  way.  Aurora  and  Elian  are  very 
much  alike. 

But  wait,  there's  more.  Do  we 
have  the  right  to  enlist  a young  child 
in  our  fight  for  rights?  Adults  can 
make  an  informed  decision,  but  a 
child  cannot.  Do  the  parents  have  the 
right  to  enlist  their  child  in  our  fight? 
Would  this  not  be  another  form  of  hell 
for  poor,  scared  Aurora?  The  decision 
to  make  a public  scene  at  a television 
station  enlisted  her  in  our  fight.  There 
were  other  options  available  to  the 
parents'  lawyers  which  could  have — 


would  have — brought  Aurora  home 
sooner.  Now,  Franklin  County 
Children  Services  has  taken  a defen- 
sive posture  and  the  very  strong 
Christian  Coalition  in  Ohio  is  fully 
aware  of  the  situation  at  hand.  The 
fight  will  be  ugly.  It's  too  late  for  cool- 
er heads.  It  seems  the  adults  are  the 
ones  making  life  a hell  for  children. 
All  Aurora  wants  is  to  be  the  prettiest 
girl  she  can.  That's  all. 

YA  CAN’T  HAVE  IT  BOTH  WAYS 

Anything  is  possible  in  Texas, 
including  a same-sex  marriage.  It  all 
started  when  a Bexar  County  Court 
judge  ruled  that  the  seven-year  mar- 
riage of  Christie  Lee  Littleton  and 
her  deceased  husband  was  null  and 
void  because  she  started  life  as  a 
male.  His  decision  canceled  the 
wrongful-death  lawsuit  she  had  filed 
against  the  doctor  who  allegedly 
allowed  her  husband  to  die  needless- 
ly in  the  hospital.  In  Texas,  they  don't 
care  what's  between  your  legs,  or 
even  your  chromosomes,  for  that  mat- 
ter. All  that  matters  is  the  original  sex 
designation  on  a person's  birth  certifi- 
cate. 

While  the  appeal  process  contin- 
ues in  the  Christie  Littleton  case,  a les- 
bian couple  decided  to  take  full 
advantage  of  the  prejudicial  ruling  in 
the  Texas  court.  Robin  and  Jessica 
Wicks  have  applied  for  and  received 


a legal  marriage  license  in  the  same 
court  system  that  ruled  against  Ms. 
Littleton.  How?  Because  Jessica  Wicks 
was  born  a male  and  Robin  Wicks  was 
born  a female.  The  Texas  Christian 
Coalition  is  having  fits  over  this  one. 
Too  bad.  Ya  can't  have  it  both  ways. 

If  only  two  sexes  are  recognized 
in  Texas,  what  about  the  nearly  half- 
million intersexed  people  in  that 
state?  Who  can  they  marry,  or  can 
they  legally  marry  at  all?  No  one  has 
yet  to  press  this  issue  in  the  courts. 
Also,  if  a same-sex  couple  from  anoth- 
er state,  one  genetic  and  the  other  a 
post-op  transsexual,  go  to  Texas, 
could  they  get  married?  How  would 
their  home  state  treat  this  legal  Texas 
marriage,  if  that  state  recognizes  SRS 
as  a legal  means  for  changing  one's 
gender?  It  appears  Pandora's  box  has 
once  again  opened  to  a new  and 
brighter  world. 

The  next  thing  to  do  is  for  post-op 
trans-women  to  go  to  a beach  or  pub- 
lic pool  in  Texas  and  remove  their  top. 
Hell,  why  not?  The  state  still  consid- 
ers them  guys! 

Monica  Helms,  a prolific  writer,  recently 
moved  to  Atlanta,  Georgia  from  Arizona, 
where  she  was  very  active  in  transgender 
politics.  She  is  the  first  and  only  transsex- 
ual member  of  the  United  States 
Submarines  Veterans.  Her  transgender 
pride  flag  was  profiled  in  Transgender 
Tapestry  #90. 


The  Perfect  Place  to  find  a shiny  Jewelry  gift 
for  someone  who's  naughty  and  nice.... 

XLentJewelry.com 
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History  Lesson 

by  Gwendolyn  Ann  Smith 


Strange  Bedfellows 


Growing  up  as  I did,  in  the 
1970s,  I had  many  opportu- 
nities to  learn  about  trans- 
genderism — opportunities  many  others 
before  me  did  not.  Cross-gender 
behavior  was  quite  visible  during  the 
height  of  the  glam  period,  and  more 
than  a couple  of  times  I saw  individu- 
als like  Flip  Wilson's  wonderfully 
campy  "Geraldine."  This  was  a time 
when  tennis  players  made  the  news 
over  their  gender  and  when  transsex- 
uality was  still  something  to  whisper 
about  in  small  towns. 

I first  learned  the  word  "transsex- 
ual" from  a call-in  radio  talk  show, 
late  one  night,  coming  home  from  a 
day  trip  with  my  parents.  It  is  one  of 
those  moments  etched  into  my  mind. 

But  I'm  not  here  to  talk  about  that 
first  experience.  I'm  here  to  speak  of 
where  I got  my  "continuing  educa- 
tion" in  trans  issues.  I got  it  courtesy 
of  the  pom  industry. 

That  probably  sounds  odd,  but  it 
really  isn't.  You  see,  my  father  had 
more  than  a couple  of  pornographic 
magazines.  Mostly  Playboy s,  which 
came  once-a-month  in  their  sturdy 
brown  paper  slipcover,  but  the  occa- 
sional Hustler  or  Penthouse  somehow 
managed  to  make  it  into  the  pile. 

One  day,  being  a curious  child,  I 
opted  to  explore  the  pile  of  magazines 
my  father  kept  under  his  nightstand.  I 
knew  I wasn't  supposed  to  look  at 
them,  which  made  them  all  the  more 
interesting.  I hadn't  hit  puberty  yet, 
so  while  I found  the  pictorials  inter- 
esting, I actually  found  the  comics 


and  Playboy's  Party  Jokes  far  more 
entertaining. 

Then  I came  across  an  interview 
in  the  May  1979  issue  of  Playboy,  of 
Wendy  Carlos  (or,  as  the  magazine 
referred  to  the  article,  a "Surprise 
Playboy  Interview"  with  "Walter/ 
Wendy  Carlos.")  It  was  a watershed 
for  me,  as  it  gave  me  some  of  the  first 
glimpses  into  just  what  a transsexual 
was  and  what  could  be  done.  I know 
Wendy  is  embarrassed,  even  angry, 
about  that  interview  today — but  it 
was  a milestone  in  my  development, 
and  I thank  her  for  doing  it. 

The  interview  led  to  me  gaining  a 
very  healthy  familiarity  with  my 
father's  magazines  when  they  would 
make  their  way  home.  I was  happy  to 
discover  a stack  of  older  issues  in  a 
locked  outbuilding  on  our  property 
(suddenly,  I knew  why  it  was  locked!) 
Amongst  these  was  one  called 
"Love,"  with  a drawing  of  a 
transwoman  on  the  cover  and  an  arti- 
cle within,  and  High  Society,  which 
included  a photo  spread  of  a 1978 
Biber  grad,  entitled  (ugh!)  "Cocky 
Calendar  Girl  Goes  Pink."  Salacious 
as  that  was,  it  showed  me  (in  graphic 
detail!)  just  what  a penile  inversion 
looked  like  when  all  was  said  and 
done,  and  for  only  $3,500. 

I've  never  forgotten  those  maga- 
zines and  the  lessons  they  taught  me. 
At  the  very  least,  they  showed  me 
there  was  hope  and  even  a kid  from 
South  El  Monte  could  pursue  such  a 
dream. 


Unfortunately,  my  father's  old 
pile  of  magazines  was  eventually  dis- 
carded after  they  suffered  water  dam- 
age. 

I have,  however,  managed  to  find 
a couple  of  the  old  issues  via  online 
auctions,  and  have  acquired  my  own 
copies  of  the  May  1979  Playboy  and 
the  July  1978  High  Society.  They're  not 
the  most  literate  parts  of  my  collec- 
tion, but  they're  very  important  to 
me,  and — in  some  way — made  me 
who  lam  today. 

Gwendolyn  Ann  Smith  (gwen@gzven - 
smith.com)  is  a "child  of  the  Internet," 
serving  as  the  Community  Host  of  the 
Transgender  Community  Forum  on 
America  Online  and  the  Transgender 
Gazebo  at  gay.com.  Gwen  has  created 
numerous  transgender-specific  web  pro- 
jects, including  the  award-winning 
"Remembering  Our  Dead"  project  at 
www.gender.org/remember.  She  also 
serves  on  the  Board  of  Gender  Education 
and  Advocacy  (GEA)  and  is  an  advisor  to 
the  Gay,  Lesbian,  Bisexual,  and 
Transgender  Historical  Society  of 
Northern  California. 
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Welcome  to  a new  feature  of  Transgender  Tapestry. 

The  Journal  is  a magazine-within-a-magazine.  It's  here  you'll 
find  our  more  serious  articles,  here  you'll  find  theory,  here  you'll 
find  important  ideas  explained  and  discussed. 

We're  kicking  off  with  a discussion  of  autogynephilia  (love  of 
self  as  a woman),  a theory  of  transgender  behavior  developed  in 
1989  by  psychologist  Ray  Blanchard  of  Toronto's  Clarke  Institute  of 
Psychiatry.  Blanchard  published  extensively  on  the  subject;  we  have 
included  a bibliography  for  those  interested  in  reading  his  original 
material. 

Blanchard's  theory  languished  in  academic  circles  until  1998, 
when  it  was  resurrected  by  Dr.  Anne  Lawrence.  In  issue  #85  of  this 
magazine,  the  editors  published  Dr.  Lawrence's  "'Men  Trapped  in 
Men's  Bodies':  An  Introduction  to  the  Concept  of 
Autogynephilia,"  in  which  she  resurrected  and  re-examined 
Blanchard's  findings  that  gender  dysphoric  males  are  sexually 
aroused  by  the  thought  of  having  female  bodies.  In  a subsequenet 
issue  we  published  Dr.  Becky  Allison's  "Janice  Raymond  and 
Autogynephilia,"  in  which  she  responded  to  Dr.  Lawrence's  article. 
Unfortunately,  the  articles  appeared  in  separate  issues  of  the  maga- 
zine and  were  not  seen  together.  Even  more  unfortunately  the 
Contents  page  mistakenly  attributed  Dr.  Allison's  article  to  Janice 
Raymond,  a virulent  enemy  of  transsexualism  and  transsexual  peo- 
ple. And  even  more  unfortunate  than  that,  the  important  and  con- 
troversial topic  of  autogynephilia  has  gone  unexplored,  except  in 
those  two  articles  and  on  Dr.  Lawrence's  web  page. 

In  broaching  the  subject  of  autogynephilia.  Dr.  Lawrence  has 
courageously  opened  a virtual  Pandora's  box.  It's  a frightful  subject 
to  many  transsexual  women,  for  the  theory,  flying  in  the  face  of  tra- 
ditional thinking  about  transsexualism,  boldly  states  that  all  (or  for 
practical  purposes,  all)  MTF  transfolk  with  a primary  sexual  attrac- 
tion towards  females  are  autogynephilic — that  is,  sexually  aroused 
by  the  thought  of  themselves  as  women,  doing  the  things  women 
do,  and/ or  having  the  physical  chracteristics  of  women.  The  theory 
holds,  moreover,  that  these  sexual  feelings,  and  not  just  discomfort 
with  the  male  gender  role,  appear  to  be  the  primary  factor  leading 
to  male-to-female  sex  reassignment. 

The  thought  that  they  might  have  a paraphilia  (i.e.,  be  "per- 
verts") is  understandably  highly  unsettling  to  many  transsexual 
women  whose  personal  theories  of  themselves  are  quite  different. 
However,  Dr.  Lawrence  has  unfortunately  drawn  the  wrath  of  some 
who  seem  more  interested  in  personal  attack  than  in  exploring  the 
theory  and  its  ramifications. 

We're  starting  off  The  Journal  with  Dr.  Lawrence's  latest  writing 
on  autogynephilia  and  excerpts  from  articles  on  her  web  site.  The 
next  issue  will  consist  of  the  viewpoints  of  others.  We  expect  the  dis- 
cussion to  continue  over  several  issues,  so  readers,  feel  free  to  send 
us  your  thoughts. 


Sexuality  and 
Transsexuality: 
A New  Introduction 
to  Autogynephilia 

by  Anne  Lawrence,  M.D. 

It’s  been  seven  years,  and  y’know  what? 

I still  get  a thrill  when  I look  at  myself  in 
the  mirror  and  see  girl,  not  boy. 
-Kate  Bornstein,  The  Seven  Year  Itch 

In  1998  I published  an  essay  called  "Men 
Trapped  in  Men's  Bodies:  An  Introduction  to 
the  Concept  of  Autogynephilia."  My  intention 
was  to  introduce  a theory,  formulated  by  psychol- 
ogist Ray  Blanchard,  that  I had  found  to  be  per- 
sonally meaningful  during  my  own  transition. 
My  essay  quickly  became  a topic  of  intense  con- 
troversy among  transsexuals  and  other  transgen- 
dered  persons.  Some  found  my  description  of 
Blanchard's  ideas  enlightening,  even  liberating. 
They  reported  relief  at  having  at  last  found  a the- 
ory that  described  their  experiences  in  compre- 
hensible terms.  But  others  felt  mischaracterized 
by  Blanchard's  theory  or  by  my  explanation  of  it. 
They  declared  that  Blanchard's  formulation, 
which  categorized  gender  dysphoric  males  as 
either  "autogynephilic"  or  "homosexual,"  most 
definitely  did  not  describe  their  experiences. 
Many  were  angered  and  offended  by  my  public 
advocacy  of  a theory  that  seemed  to  deny  or 
devalue  their  feelings  and  identities.  The  reac- 
tions of  this  latter  group  left  me  feeling  defensive, 
perplexed,  and  deeply  troubled. 

After  eighteen  months  of  reading,  listening, 
and  reflecting  on  these  issues,  I feel  it's  time  to 
revise  my  essay.  I've  come  to  believe  my  original 
exposition  suffered  from  a lack  of  balance  and 
critical  perspective.  Although  I stand  by  much  of 
what  I originally  wrote,  there  is  also  much  I 
would  now  change.  This  revision  will  probably 
still  displease  some  people,  but  at  least  it  will  pro- 
vide a more  accurate  summary  of  my  current 
view  of  Blanchard's  theory. 

Male-to-female  transsexuals  are  popularly 
characterized  as  "women  trapped  in  men's  bod- 
ies," i.e.,  male-bodied  persons  who  are  very  femi- 
nine, overtly  or  otherwise.  Clearly  there  are  some 
transsexuals  for  whom  this  is  an  accurate  descrip- 
tion, but  there  are  also  some  of  us  male-to-female 
transsexuals  to  whom  this  popular  description 
does  not  so  obviously  apply.  Many  of  us  transi- 
tioned in  our  30's,  40's,  or  even  later,  after  having 
lived  outwardly  successful  lives  as  men.  Often  we 
were  not  especially  feminine  as  children,  and 
some  of  us  are  not  especially  feminine  after  tran- 
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sition,  either.  Many  of  us 
were,  or  occasionally  still 
are,  married  to  women;  often 
we  have  fathered  children.  A 
sizable  number  of  us  identi- 
fy as  lesbian  or  bisexual  after 
reassignment.  Many  of  us 
have  a past  or  current  histo- 
ry of  sexual  arousal  in  asso- 
ciation with  crossdressing  or 
cross-gender  fantasy.  Yet 
there's  no  doubt  that  we 
experience  gender  dyspho- 
ria— a term  that  denotes  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  sexed 
body — as  intensely  as  our 
more  outwardly  feminine 
transsexual  sisters.  And  we 
pursue  sex  reassignment 
surgery  every  bit  as  avidly, 
too. 

It's  not  difficult  to 
understand  why  biologic 
males  who  have  been 
extremely  feminine  ever 
since  childhood  and  who  are 
sexually  attracted  to  men 
would  seek  sex  reassign- 
ment surgery.  It's  more  diffi- 
cult to  understand  why 
those  of  us  who  are  attracted 
to  women,  who  have  been 
fairly  successful  as  men,  and 
who  do  not  appear  remark- 
ably feminine  would  do  so. 
What  force  could  be  power- 
ful enough  to  make  us  give 
up  our  whole  place  in  the 
world — to  make  us  risk 
estrangement  from  our  fami- 
lies, loss  of  our  jobs,  and 
rejection  by  our  friends? 

Some  of  us  eventually 
discover  there  is  one  force 
within  ourselves  sufficiently 
powerful  to  sweep  aside  all 
objections.  For  some  of  us,  it 
is  a force  whose  demonic 
intensity  has  haunted  and 
bedeviled  us  nearly  all  our 
lives.  That  force  is,  of  course, 
sexual  desire — our  sexual 
desire  to  feminize  our  bodies. 


SEXUALITY  AND 
TRANSSEXUALITY 


Naturally,  it  flies  in  the 
face  of  conventional  wisdom 
to  assert  that  transsexuality 
has  anything  to  do  with  sex- 
ual desire.  It's  widely 
believed  that  while  sexual 
preference  may  be  about  sex, 
transsexuality  is  about  gen- 
der. Supposedly,  we  trans- 
sexuals transition  because 
we're  uncomfortable  with 
our  assigned  gender  role 
and  desire  to  live  in  the 
opposite  gender  role.  In  fact, 
in  some  circles  it's  no  longer 
politically  correct  to  talk 
about  "sex  reassignment 


surgery;"  the  preferred  term 
is  now  "gender  reassign- 
ment surgery"  or  even  "gen- 
der confirmation  surgery." 
This  is  to  emphasize — 
according  to  the  convention- 
al wisdom — that  the  quest 
for  the  sought-after  gender 
role  is  primary,  and  that  gen- 
ital surgery  is  not  an  end  in 
itself,  but  is  merely  a confir- 
mation of  the  desired  gender 
transition. 

Some  people,  however, 
are  inclined  to  doubt  the 
conventional  wisdom.  Some 
are  clinicians  working  with 
transsexual  clients  who  find 
that  the  conventional  wis- 
dom often  fails  to  explain 
much  of  what  they  observe. 
And  some  are  transsexuals 
themselves — unusually  can- 
did transsexuals,  who  are 
not  shy  about  saying  sexual 
desire  was  a significant 
motivation  in  their  transi- 
tions. To  understand  what 
these  people  are  getting  at,  it 
is  helpful  to  become 
acquainted  with  a seven-syl- 
lable word  derived  from 
Greek:  "autogynephilia." 

BLANCHARD’S 

THEORY 

The  term  autogynephil- 
ia was  coined  in  1989  by  Ray 
Blanchard,  a clinical  psy- 
chologist at  the  Clarke 
Institute  of  Psychiatry  in 
Toronto.  Blanchard  defined 
autogynephilia  as  "the 
propensity  to  be  sexually 
aroused  by  the  thought  or 
image  of  oneself  as  a 
woman."  In  a remarkable 
series  of  papers  (see  reading 
list,  p.  13),  he  explored  the 
role  of  autogynephilia  in  the 
erotic  lives  of  hundreds  of 
male  gender  dysphoric 
patients. 

Like  many  researchers 
before  and  since,  Blanchard 
was  interested  in  studying 
the  typology  of  male-to- 
female  transsexualism. 
Clinicians  had  observed  for 
years  that  males  who  sought 
sex  reassignment  were  not  a 
homogeneous  group.  Sev- 
eral different  categories  of 
male-to-female  transsexual- 
ism had  been  proposed, 
invariably  based  on  sexual 
orientation,  history  of  sexual 
arousal  to  crossdressing,  or  a 
combination  of  these.  Many 
observers  had  noted  that 
gender  dysphoric  males 
nearly  always  displayed  at 
least  one  of  two  statistically 


uncommon  erotic  prefer- 
ences: either  sexual  attrac- 
tion to  males,  or  a history  of 
sexual  arousal  to  crossdress- 
ing or  cross-gender  fantasy. 

Based  on  his  research, 
Blanchard  concluded  that 
there  were  really  only  two 
distinct  categories  of  gender 
dysphoric  males:  an 

androphilic  group,  those 
who  were  sexually  aroused 
primarily  by  males;  and  a 
non-androphilic  group,  those 
who  were  sexually  aroused 
primarily  by  the  idea  of 
being  women,  either  cur- 
rently or  in  the  past.  Blan- 
chard called  this  latter  group 
autogynephilic — "sexually 
aroused  by  the  thought  or 
image  of  oneself  as  a 
woman." 

TWO  TYPES  OF 
TRANSSEXUALS 

Blanchard's  studies  rev- 
ealed that  gender  dysphoric 
males  who  were  primarily 
attracted  to  men — those  who 
were  androphilic,  or  homo- 
sexual relative  to  their  bio- 
logic sex — usually  reported 
having  been  rather  feminine 
as  children  (Blanchard, 
1988).  They  presented  clini- 
cally at  a fairly  young  age, 
about  26  years  on  average 
(Blanchard  et  al,  1987).  Only 
about  15%  gave  a history  of 
sexual  arousal  with  cross- 
dressing (Blanchard,  1985a). 
And  generally,  they  did  not 
tend  to  be  sexually  aroused 
by  fantasies  of  simply  being 
female  (Blanchard,  1989b). 

Blanchard's  other  cate- 
gory of  gender  dysphoric 
males  included  those  attract- 
ed primarily  to  women 
(gynephilic,  or  heterosexual 
relative  to  their  biologic  sex); 
those  attracted  to  both 
women  and  men  (bisexual); 
and  those  with  little  attrac- 
tion to  other  persons  of 
either  sex  (anallophilic,  "not 
attracted  to  other  people"). 
Blanchard  (1988)  found  the 
males  in  this  combined 
group  reported  less  child- 
hood femininity  than  those 
in  the  androphilic  group; 
often  they  seemed  to  have 
been  unremarkably  mascu- 
line as  children.  They  pre- 
sented for  initial  evaluation 
at  a somewhat  older  age, 
about  34  years  on  average 
(Blanchard  et  al,  1987). 
About  75%  admitted  to  a his- 
tory sexual  arousal  with 
crossdressing  (Blanchard, 


1985a).  And  most  signifi- 
cantly for  Blanchard's  theo- 
ry, they  were  far  more  likely 
than  those  in  the  androphilic 
group  to  be  sexually  aroused 
by  autogynephilic  fan- 
tasies— that  is,  simply  by  the 
fantasy  of  being  women 
(Blanchard,  1989b). 

There's  good  reason  to 
believe  that  among  the  non- 
androphilic  subjects  in  the 
combined  group,  the  actual 
number  with  some  history  of 
sexual  arousal  to  crossdress- 
ing was  probably  consider- 
ably higher  than  75%.  In  a 
related  study,  Blanchard  and 
colleagues  (1985)  demon- 
strated that  among  gender 
dysphoric  males  who  were 
heterosexual  relative  to  their 
biologic  sex,  the  tendency  to 
deny  sexual  arousal  to  cross- 
dressing was  highly  correlat- 
ed with  the  tendency  to 
otherwise  describe  oneself  in 
a socially  approved  way,  as 
measured  by  the  Crowne- 
Marlowe  Social  Desirability 
Scale.  Gender  dysphoric 
males  who  were  homosexual 
relative  to  their  biologic  sex 
did  not  show  such  a tenden- 
cy. This  provided  a basis  for 
believing  that  some  of  the 
combined  group  subjects 
might  not  be  reporting  their 
history  accurately.  Further- 
more, Blanchard  and  col- 
leagues (1986)  demonstrated 
using  penile  plethysmogra- 
phy that  many  gynephilic 
transsexuals  who  denied 
sexual  arousal  to  crossdress- 
ing actually  did  become 
aroused  while  listening  to 
spoken  descriptions  of  cross- 
dressing scenarios.  It  there- 
fore seems  plausible  to 
assume  that  among  the  non- 
androphilic  subjects,  a histo- 
ry of  sexual  arousal  with 
crossdressing  or  cross-gen- 
der fantasy  was  probably 
nearly  universal. 

TRANSSEXUALITY 
AS  A PARAPHILIA 

Blanchard  considered 
autogynephilia  to  be  a type 
of  paraphilia,  or  unusual 
sexual  arousal  pattern. 
Paraphilias  are  defined  in 
DSM-IV  as  "recurrent,  in- 
tense sexual  urges,  fantasies, 
or  behaviors  that  involve 
unusual  objects,  activities,  or 
situations  and  cause  clinical 
distress  or  impairment  in 
functioning"  (American  Psy- 
chiatric Association,  1994;  p. 
493).  Paraphilias  are  often 


socially  stigmatized,  despite 
that  fact  that  many  are 
entirely  harmless.  In  one  of 
his  later  papers,  Blanchard 
(1993b)  amended  his  formu- 
lation somewhat,  and  sug- 
gested that  autogynephilia 
could  also  be  considered  a 
sexual  orientation: 

Autogynephilia  might  be 
better  characterized  as  an 
orientation  than  as  a para- 
philia. The  term  orientation 
encompasses  behavior,  cor- 
related with  sexual  behavior 
but  distinct  from  it,  that 
may  ultimately  have  a 
greater  impact  on  the  life 
of  the  individual.  For  homo- 
sexual and  heterosexual  men, 
such  correlated  behavior 
includes  courtship,  love, 
and  cohabitation  with  a 
partner  of  the  preferred 
sex;  for  autogynephilic  men, 
it  includes  the  desire  to 
achieve,  with  clothing,  hor- 
mones, or  surgery,  an 
appearance  like  the  pre- 
ferred self-image  of  their 
erotic  fantasies. 

— p.  306 

Blanchard  (1991)  for- 
mally distinguished  four  dif- 
ferent types  of  autogynephilia 
in  gender  dysphoric  males, 
although  most  of  his  subjects 
demonstrated  more  than  one 
type.  The  first  was  transves- 
tic  autogynephilia,  in  which 
the  arousal  was  to  the  act  or 
fantasy  of  wearing  women's 
clothing.  The  second  was 
behavioral  autogynephilia, 
in  which  the  arousal  was  to 
the  act  or  fantasy  of  engag- 
ing in  some  behavior  regard- 
ed as  feminine;  this  behavior 
could  range  from  knitting 
with  other  women  to  having 
sexual  intercourse  with  a 
male.  (The  later  case,  accord- 
ing to  Blanchard's  formula- 
tion, was  different  from 
genuine  androphilia,  be- 
cause the  arousal  was  not  to 
the  male  partner  per  se,  but 
to  engaging  in  a behavior 
regarded  as  typically  fe- 
mSe.)  The  third  type  was 
physiologic  autogynephilia, 
in  which  the  arousal  was  to 
fantasies  such  as  being  preg- 
nant, menstruating,  or  breast- 
feeding. The  fourth  was 
anatomic  autogynephilia,  in 
which  the  arousal  was  to  the 
fantasy  of  having  a woman's 
body,  or  aspects  of  one  such 
as  breasts  or  a vulva. 


AUTOGYNEPHILIA 
AND  SRS 

It  was  entirely  pre- 
dictable, Blanchard  felt,  that 
biologic  males  who  experi- 
enced sexual  arousal  from 
the  idea  of  having  a 
woman's  body  would  in  fact 
seek  to  acquire  or  inhabit 
such  a body.  His  research 
subsequently  confirmed  that 
his  subjects  with  the  anatom- 
ic type  of  autogynephilia 
were  the  ones  most  interest- 
ed in  physical  transforma- 
tion, that  is,  in  sex 
reassignment  surgery.  He 
summarized  his  theory  this 
way  (Blanchard,  1991): 

Autogynephilia  takes  a 
variety  of  forms.  Some  men 
are  most  aroused  sexually  by 
the  idea  of  wearing  women’s 
clothes,  and  they  are  pri- 
marily interested  in  wearing 
women’s  clothes.  Some  men 
are  most  aroused  sexually  by 
the  idea  of  having  a woman’s 
body,  and  they  are  most 
interested  in  acquiring  a 
woman’s  body.  Viewed  in  this 
light,  the  desire  for  sex 
reassignment  surgery  of  the 
latter  group  appears  as  log- 
ical as  the  desire  of  het- 
erosexual men  to  marry 
wives,  the  desire  of  homo- 
sexual men  to  establish  per- 
manent relationships  with 
male  partners,  and  perhaps 
the  desire  of  other  para- 
philic  men  to  bond  with 
their  paraphilic  objects  in 
ways  no  one  has  thought  to 
observe.” 

— pp.  245-246 

I continue  to  regard  this 
as  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
and  insightful  analyses  in 
the  entire  clinical  literature 
devoted  to  transsexuality. 

When  Blanchard  theo- 
rized that  autogynephilic 
sexual  desire  can  sometimes 
lead  to  a person  to  seek  sex 
reassignment,  he  was  refer- 
ring to  sexual  desire  in  a 
broad  sense.  Sexual  desire 
can,  for  example,  be  experi- 
enced even  when  there  is  no 
overt  genital  arousal.  Blan- 
chard was  quite  aware  that 
his  theory  of  autogynephilic 
transsexuality  as  an  out- 
growth of  sexual  desire 
would  have  to  explain  why 
the  transsexual  impulse  per- 
sists even  when  genital 
arousal  is  reduced  or  absent. 
Many  of  us  with  a history  of 
sexual  arousal  to  crossdress- 
ing or  autogynephilic  fanta- 
sy report  that  while  our 
overt  sexual  excitement 


diminishes  over  time,  our 
desire  for  sex  reassignment 
surgery  usually  continues 
and  even  intensifies.  When 
we  autogynephilic  transsex- 
uals take  estrogen,  our  inter- 
est in  genital  sexuality  is 
often  diminished,  but  our 
desire  for  sex  reassignment 
usually  is  not.  Such  observa- 
tions seemed  to  pose  a prob- 
lem for  Blanchard's  theory. 
He  rationalized  this  appar- 
ent contradiction  by  suggest- 
ing that  after  a period  of  time 
stimuli  which  have  been 
experienced  as  sexually  ex- 
citing come  to  be  regarded  as 
rewarding  and  desirable  in 
their  own  right,  even  when 
they  no  longer  evoke  intense 
genital  arousal  (Blanchard, 
1991).  Again  using  the  analo- 
gy of  heterosexual  marriage, 
he  pointed  out  that  hus- 
bands often  continue  to 
experience  intense  emotion- 
al connection  to  their  wives, 
even  after  their  initial  in- 
tense sexual  attraction  has 
diminished  or  completely 
disappeared.  Although  this 
explanation  is  plausible,  we 
shall  see  there  are  other 
explanations  as  well. 

Blanchard's  theory  does 
not  contradict  the  statements 
of  many  transsexuals,  in- 
cluding autogynephilic  ones, 
that  they  find  sex  reassign- 
ment gratifying  in  many 
important  non-sexual  ways. 
We  can  accept  these  reports 
as  accurate  and  still  simulta- 
neously accept  the  idea  that 
for  some  of  us  sexual  desire 
was  the  origin  of  our  trans- 
sexual impulse.  Many  of  us 
find  that  learning  to  embody 
such  feminine  traits  as  gen- 
tleness, empathy,  nurtu- 
rance,  and  grace  improves 
the  quality  of  our  lives  and 
simply  makes  us  better 
human  beings.  Even  those  of 
us  who  acknowledge  autog- 
ynephilic feelings  often  dis- 
cover a number  of  genuine 
non-sexual  reasons  for  want- 
ing to  undergo  sex  reassign- 
ment. Therefore  it  becomes 
easy,  and  not  necessarily 
inaccurate,  to  tell  ourselves 
and  everyone  else  we  gen- 
uinely did  want  to  transition 
for  reasons  that  had  nothing 
to  do  with  sexual  desire.  Yet, 
many  of  us  would  probably 
have  to  admit  that  sexual 
desire  was  at  least  originally 
at  the  heart  of  our  wish  to 
transition. 


CRITIQUES  OF 
BLANCHARD  S 
THEORY 


Not  surprisingly,  Blan- 
chard's autogynephilia  theo- 
ry has  met  with  some 
criticisms.  I will  consider 
four  of  these:  First,  while  a 
history  of  autogynephilic 
eroticism  and  the  desire  for 
sex  reassignment  may  some- 
times be  correlated,  it  is  diffi- 
cult if  not  impossible  to 
demonstrate  that  the  former 
invariably  motivates  or  "dri- 
ves" the  latter.  Second,  a his- 
tory of  autogynephilic 
eroticism  keeps  cropping  up 
in  some  androphilic  trans- 
sexuals as  well  as  in  many 
gynephilic  ones;  this  sug- 
gests that  autogynephilia 
may  sometimes  be  an  effect 
rather  than  a cause  of  gender 
dysphoria,  or  an  effect  of 
some  related  phenomenon, 
such  as  childhood  gender 
non-conformity  that  is  expe- 
rienced as  ego-dystonic. 
Third,  while  transsexuals 
with  a history  of  autogy- 
nephilic eroticism  usually 
report  less  childhood  femi- 
ninity than  do  androphilic 
transsexuals,  they  often 
report  more  childhood  femi- 
ninity or  gender  non-confor- 
mity than  do  other  boys. 
This  suggests  that  long- 
standing discomfort  with  the 
male  gender  role  may  pro- 
vide part  of  the  impetus  to 
seeking  sex  reassignment  in 
some  males  with  a history  of 
autogynephilia,  just  as  it  pre- 
sumably does  in  many 
androphilic  transsexuals. 
Finally,  some  transsexuals 
who  freely  admit  to  autogy- 
nephilic eroticism  report 
experiencing  gender  dys- 
phoria long  before  they 
experienced  autogynephilia. 
This  suggests  that  perhaps 
gender  dysphoria  may  pre- 
dispose to  the  development 
of  autogynephilia,  rather 
than  the  reverse,  and  that 
some  other  factor — possibly 
whether  gender  dysphoria  is 
experienced  as  ego-syntonic 
or  ego-dystonic — may  deter- 
mine whether  autogy- 
nephilic eroticism  develops. 


CRITIQUE: 
AUTOGYNEPHILIA 
AS  “MOTIVE” 


Blanchard's  research 
leaves  little  doubt  that  in 
some  males  a history  of 
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autogvnephilic  arousal,  and 
particularly  anatomic  autog- 
ynephilia, is  correlated  with 
the  desire  for  sex  reassign- 
ment— but  to  go  from  corre- 
lation to  attribution  of 
motivation  is  more  problem- 
atic. Blanchard's  measures  of 
sexual  arousal  to  crossdress- 
ing (Blanchard,  1985a)  and 
of  autogynephilia  (Blan- 
chard, 1989b)  did  not  distin- 
guish between  past  and 
current  sexual  feelings.  In 
virtually  every  case,  his 
questionnaire  items  concern- 
ing these  topics  were  of  the 
form,  "Have  you  ever  expe- 
rienced..." (emphasis  add- 
ed). This  makes  it  likely  that 
some  of  his  subjects  with  a 
history  of  autogynephilic 
arousal  might  no  longer 
have  been  experiencing  auto- 
gynephilia at  the  time  they 
applied  for  sex  reassignment 
and  perhaps  might  not  have 
experienced  autogynephilic 
sexual  desires  for  many 
years.  It's  difficult  to  plausi- 
bly attribute  motive  to  a 
desire  that's  no  longer  being 
subjectively  experienced. 
Blanchard  (1991)  acknowl- 
edged as  much  when  he 
wrote: 

in  later  years,  however, 
autogynephilic  sexual  arou- 
sal may  diminish  or  disap- 
pear, while  the  transsexual 
wish  remains  or  grows  even 
stronger.  Such  histories  are 
often  produced  by  gender 
dysphoric  patients,  but  one 
does  not  have  to  rely  on 
self-report  to  accept  that 
the  transsexual  motive  may 
attain,  or  inherently  pos- 
sess, some  independence  from 
autogynephilia. 

— p.  248;  emphasis  added 


This  viewpoint  seems  to 
have  been  largely  ignored  in 
Blanchard's  subsequent  pa- 
pers, however. 

It's  especially  problem- 
atic to  suggest,  as  I have  in 
past  writings,  that  autogy- 
nephilic eroticism  consti- 
tutes a motive  for  seeking 
sex  reassignment — except,  of 
course,  in  the  case  of  the 
many  transsexuals  who 
freely  admit  to  this  them- 
selves. As  sociologist  C. 
Wright  Mills  (1940)  ob- 
served, motives  are  nothing 
more  or  less  than  social 
communications.  It's  specu- 
lative, and  ultimately  unpro- 
ductive, to  theorize  that  the 
verbal  explanations  we  call 
motives  in  some  way  repre- 
sent, or  at  times  misrepre- 


sent, objective  internal  psy- 
chological states  or  "drives." 
Such  ideas  cannot  be  empiri- 
cally tested.  It's  not  possible 
to  objectively  determine 
what  a person's  "real" 
motive  might  be,  or  whether 
a person's  stated  motive  is 
genuine.  As  Mills  wrote, 
"There  is  no  way  to  plumb 
behind  verbalization  into  an 
individual  and  directly 
check  our  motive-monger- 
ing..."  (p.  910).  He  further 
observed  that  when  we 
doubt  or  challenge  a per- 
son's stated  motive,  all  we 
are  really  saying  is  that  their 
explanation  does  not  fall 
within  the  vocabulary  of 
motives  that  we  regard  as 
usual  or  plausible  in  such  sit- 
uations. (My  thanks  to  Dr. 
Richard  Ekins  for  recom- 
mending Mills'  seminal 
paper.) 

With  the  exception  of 
the  passage  quoted  above, 
Blanchard  does  not  himself 
use  the  term  "motive"  in 
describing  the  relationship 
between  autogynephilia  and 
the  pursuit  of  sex  reassign- 
ment. However,  his  discus- 
sions of  the  issue  and 
especially  his  statement  that 
non-androphilic  males  who 
seek  physical  feminization 
are  "driven  to  achieve  that 
appearance"  by  autogy- 
nephilia (Blanchard,  1993a; 
p.  74),  leave  little  doubt  that 
he  sees  autogynephilic  eroti- 
cism as  a genuine  motivating 
factor  and  not  simply  as  a 
correlated  feature.  While  this 
is  consistent  with  the  self- 
reports  of  some  transsexuals, 
autogynephilia  is  not  the 
only  explanation  for  gender 
transition  in  persons  with  a 
history  of  autogynephilic 
arousal,  as  we  shall  see. 

CRITIQUE: 
AUTOGYNEPHILIA 
IN  ANDROPHILES 

A second  objection  to 
Blanchard's  theory  is  that  a 
history  of  autogynephilic 
eroticism  is  consistently  ob- 
tained from  some  apparently 
androphilic  transsexuals  as 
well  as  from  a great  many 
gynephilic  ones.  This  sug- 
gests that  autogynephilia  is 
not  exclusively  a misdirected 
form  of  heterosexuality, 
although  plausibly  this 
might  be  true  some  or  even 
most  of  the  time.  The  exis- 
tence of  autogynephilic  er- 
oticism in  androphilic  gender 


dysphoric  males  suggests 
that  autogynephilia  is  only  a 
symptom,  and  need  not 
inflexibly  define  a whole  cat- 
egory of  persons.  In  particu- 
lar, it  suggests  that  putative 
dichotomies  such  as  "youn- 
ger /feminine/androphilic" 
versus  "older/less  femi- 
nine/autogynephilic,"  while 
possibly  useful  as  general- 
izations, are  oversimplifica- 
tions of  a more  complicated 
reality.  Does  autogynephilia 
typically  arise  by  a different 
mechanism  in  androphilic 
transsexuals  than  in  most 
gynephilic  transsexuals?  If 
so,  then  perhaps  autogy- 
nephilia is  sometimes  mere- 
ly an  epiphenomenon,  more 
a symptom  than  a signifier. 
The  more  interestingly  pos- 
sibility is  that  autogynephil- 
ia might  arise  by  the  same 
mechanism  in  androphilic 
and  gynephilic  transsexuals. 
At  present  we  can  only  con- 
jecture about  what  such  a 
common  mechanism  might 
be,  but  one  obvious  candi- 
date suggests  itself:  child- 
hood gender  dysphoria  that 
is  experienced  as  ego-dys- 
tonic  and  that  partially  inter- 
feres with  the  development 
of  normal  erotic  interests  in 
other  persons.  I will  return 
to  this  topic  later. 

Are  some  genuinely 
androphilic  transsexuals  also 
genuinely  autogynephilic? 
It's  difficult  to  avoid  the  con- 
clusion that  some  are.  In  his 
earliest  paper  concerning 
these  issues,  Blanchard 
(1985a)  found  that  15%  of  his 
androphilic  subjects  report- 
ed a history  of  sexual  arousal 
to  crossdressing.  Bentler 
(1976)  likewise  observed  that 
23%  of  his  homosexual 
(androphilic)  transsexual 
subjects  admitted  to  sexual 
arousal  with  crossdressing. 
Freund  and  colleagues 
(1982)  found  an  even  higher 
figure:  31%  of  their  an- 
drophilic subjects  gave  such 
a history.  In  a later  paper  by 
Blanchard  and  colleagues 
(1987),  10%  of  the  an- 

drophilic subjects  also 
reported  a history  of  sexual 
arousal  to  crossdressing. 
Blanchard  (1989b)  subse- 
quently described  the  re- 
sponses of  androphilic  and 
non-androphilic  subjects  on 
the  Core  Autogynephilia 
Scale,  which  measures  sexu- 
al arousal  to  the  thought  or 
image  of  having  a female 
body.  The  non-androphilic 


subjects  endorsed  more 
items,  an  average  of  5.4 
items  out  of  a possible  8,  but 
the  androphilic  subjects  en- 
dorsed an  average  of  2.2 
items,  hardly  a null  re- 
sponse. Standard  deviations 
averaged  around  3.0  items, 
indicating  substantial  over- 
lap between  groups,  as  well 
as  considerable  anatomic 
autogynephilia  among  some 
of  the  117  androphilic  sub- 
jects. Leavitt  and  Berger 
(1990)  studied  81  male-to- 
female  transsexuals  classi- 
fied as  androphilic  using 
Blanchard's  own  Andro- 
philia  Scale;  36%  admitted  to 
a history  of  sexual  arousal  to 
crossdressing.  Even  consid- 
ering only  those  subjects 
who  were  actively  andro- 
philic (thus  eliminating 
those  who  might  be  "asexu- 
al" or  anallophilic),  24%  of 
this  group  also  reported  a 
history  of  sexual  arousal  to 
crossdressing. 

Blanchard  rationalized 
the  reports  of  sexual  arousal 
to  crossdressing  in  andro- 
philic subjects  by  proposing 
that  some  of  those  who 
admitted  to  autogynephilia 
were  probably  not  genuinely 
androphilic,  but  were  really 
gynephilic  persons  who  had 
lied  about  their  sexual  orien- 
tation in  order  to  appear 
more  "classically"  transsexu- 
al (Blanchard,  1985a) — but  if 
this  was  so,  why  did  they  not 
also  lie  about  their  sexual 
arousal  to  crossdressing? 
Blanchard  and  colleagues 
(1985)  demonstrated  that 
non-androphilic  gender  dys- 
phoric males  who  tended  to 
describe  themselves  in  so- 
cially approved  ways  were 
even  more  likely  to  deny  a 
history  of  sexual  arousal  to 
crossdressing  than  they  were 
to  deny  current  sexual  inter- 
est in  women.  And  what 
about  the  possibility  that 
some  of  the  androphilic 
transsexuals  who  denied 
sexual  arousal  to  crossdress- 
ing might  have  in  fact 
demonstrated  such  arousal  if 
tested  with  penile  plethys- 
mography— just  as  had 
some  of  their  gynephilic 
counterparts  had?  (Blan- 
chard et  al,  1986).  Blanchard 
and  colleagues  seem  not  to 
have  considered  this  possi- 
bility. 

The  existence  of  gen- 
uinely androphilic  transsex- 
uals who  are  also  genuinely 
autogynephilic  does  not,  of 


course,  contradict  Blan- 
chard's theory  concerning 
the  importance  of  autogy- 
nephilia  in  the  life  paths  of 
many  gynephilic  transsexu- 
als, but  it  does  call  into  ques- 
tion the  meaning  of 
autogynephilic  eroticism, 
and  it  suggests  autogy- 
nephilia  is  only  a symptom, 
the  significance  of  which 
may  vary  from  person  to 
person. 

CRITIQUE:  GENDER 
NON-CONFORMITY 
IN  AUTOGYNEPHILES 

A third  criticism  of 
Blanchard's  theory  is  that  it 
fails  to  take  into  account 
another  explanation  for 
seeking  sex  reassignment, 
one  that  is  frequently  given 
by  some  transsexuals  with  a 
history  of  autogynephilic 
eroticism.  This  is  their  feel- 
ing of  long-standing  discom- 
fort with  the  male  gender 
role.  Typically,  these  trans- 
sexuals report  a history  of 
childhood  gender  noncon- 
formity, which  was  usually 
less  dramatic  than  that 
reported  by  androphilic 
transsexuals,  but  which  was 
present  nonetheless.  How- 
ever, unlike  their  androphilic 
counterparts,  these  individ- 
uals usually  experienced 
their  childhood  gender  non- 
conformity as  ego-dystonic, 
and  attempted  to  repress  it. 
What  are  we  to  make  of  such 
self-reports? 

For  his  part,  Blanchard 
does  not  seem  to  believe  that 
gynephilic  transsexuals  ex- 
perience or  display  much 
femininity  or  gender  non- 
conformity early  in  life.  He 
described  such  persons  as 
being  "without  outward 
signs  of  effeminacy"  as  chil- 
dren (Blanchard,  1990a;  p. 
57),  and  he  approvingly 
agreed  with  Person  and 
Ovesey's  contention  (1974) 
that  heterosexual  transsexu- 
als "are  not  effeminate  in 
childhood"  (Blanchard,  19- 
88;  p.  192). 

But  other  experienced  clin- 
icians see  autogynephilic 
persons,  transsexual  or  oth- 
erwise, as  experiencing  a 
kind  of  genuine  femininity, 
feminine  self-image,  or  dis- 
comfort with  the  male  gender 
role  which  they  seek  to 
express  for  non-sexual  rea- 
sons as  well  as  for  sexual 
ones.  langevin  (1985), 
another  clinician  from  the 


Clarke  Institute,  expressed 
the  view  that  in  some  males 
with  a history  of  sexual 
arousal  to  crossdressing, 
the  crossdressing  “is  over- 
determined in  that  it  serves 
orgasmic  and  gender  needs. 
As  drive  level  diminishes 
with  age  and  sexual  curios- 
ity decreases,  the  gender 
need  may  remain  strong  and 
stable  so  that  they  now 
apply  for  surgery”  (p.  214). 
Johnson  and  Hunt  (1990)  sug- 
gested that  autogynephilic 
transsexuals  experience  real 
gender  conflicts,  just  as 
androphilic  transsexuals  do; 
the  former  simply  resolve 
these  later  in  life. 
Levine  (1993)  thought  that 
“crossdressing  and 
autogynephilic  fantasy  are 
the  external  and  internal 
manifestations  of  the  same 
phencmenon  - the  conscious  exper- 
ience of  the  self  as  at  least 
partially  female”  (p.  135). 

Blanchard's  only  paper 
that  looked  at  childhood 
femininity  in  males  seeking 
sex  reassignment  (Blan- 
chard, 1988)  considered  ret- 
rospective self-reports  by 
small  numbers  of  an- 
drophilic, gynephilic,  bisex- 
ual and  asexual  transsexuals. 
Because  his  aim  was  to 
explore  similarities  between 
the  last  three  groups, 
Blanchard  looked  at  only  64 
of  his  pool  of  256  subjects, 
selecting  the  16  most  proto- 
typical examples  within  each 
of  the  four  groups.  Among 
these  64,  the  16  exclusively 
androphilic  subjects  report- 
ed significantly  more  child- 
hood femininity  than  those 
in  the  other  three  groups, 
who  were  not  significantly 
different  from  each  other. 
The  limitations  of  this  study 
should  be  obvious.  Would 
the  results  have  been  the 
same  if  all  the  subjects  had 
been  included?  How  did  the 
members  of  the  three  non- 
androphilic  groups  compare 
to  male  controls?  Even  if 
they  reported  less  childhood 
femininity  than  the  an- 
drophilic males,  the  non- 
androphilic  males  might  still 
have  reported  substantially 
more  childhood  femininity 
than  non-transsexual  males. 
How  much  variability  in 
childhood  femininity  existed 
within  each  group?  Perhaps 
some  of  the  gynephilic  trans- 
sexuals were  very  feminine 
individually,  even  if  the 
group  as  a whole  was  not. 

Evidence  from  other 
sources  is  inconsistent  con- 


cerning the  extent  of  child- 
hood femininity  in  non- 
androphilic  transsexuals. 
Johnson  and  Hunt  (1990),  in 
a study  of  25  male-to-female 
transsexuals,  found  a signifi- 
cant negative  relationship 
between  gynephilia  and  self- 
reported  childhood  feminin- 
ity. But  other  researchers 
have  found  that  some 
gynephilic  transsexuals 
report  substantial  childhood 
femininity.  Buhrich  and 
McConaghy  (1977)  explored 
this  topic  in  12  late-onset 
transsexuals  with  a clear  his- 
tory of  fetishistic  arousal.  Of 
these, 

• 11  of  12  “always  wanted 
to  be  a girl;” 

• 10  of  12  cross-dressed 
prior  to  puberty; 

• 8 of  12  avoided  rough 

and  tumble  sports; 

• 10  of  12  preferred 
girls’  company  and  games; 

• 7 of  12  were  called 
“sissy”  at  school. 

Similarly,  Doom  et  al 
(1994)  studied  childhood 
gendered  behaviors  in  early- 
onset  and  late-onset  trans- 
sexuals; the  former  were 
younger  and  more  likely  to 
be  androphilic.  The  early- 
onset  transsexuals  reported 
more  frequent  feminine  play 
preferences  as  children  com- 
pared to  the  late-onset  trans- 
sexuals, but  the  late-onset 
transsexuals  had  more  fre- 
quent feminine  play  prefer- 
ences than  did  a comparison 
of  transvestites  or  a group  of 
normal  male  controls.  There 
was  also  substantial  variabil- 
ity in  play  preferences  with- 
in all  groups. 

All  these  studies  of 
childhood  femininity  in 
transsexuals  relied  on  self- 
reports  and  were  thus  sub- 
ject to  potential  distortion, 
deliberate  or  otherwise.  And 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
gynephilic  transsexuals  may 
be  more  prone  to  such  dis- 
tortion than  androphilic 
transsexuals.  Blanchard  and 
colleagues  (1985)  found  that 
gynephilic  gender  dysphoric 
males  who  tended  to 
describe  themselves  in  so- 
cially approved  ways  also 
tended  to  report  significant- 
ly more  childhood  feminini- 
ty; androphilic  males  showed 
a much  smaller  and  non-sig- 
nificant tendency  to  do  this. 
Still,  the  hypothesis  that  at 
least  some  gynephilic  trans- 
sexuals may  experience  sig- 


nificant childhood  femininity 
or  gender  non-conformity 
and  that  this  may  provide 
some  impetus  to  gender 
transition,  is  virtually  im- 
possible to  refute. 

CRITIQUE: 
GENDER  DYSPHORIA 
PRECEDING 
AUTOGYNEPHILIA 

A final  objection  to 
Blanchard's  theory  is  that 
some  transsexuals  who 
freely  admit  to  autogy- 
nephilic eroticism  also  con- 
sistently report  that  they 
experienced  gender  dyspho- 
ria long  before  they  experi- 
enced autogynephilic  arousal. 
This  suggests  that  perhaps 
sometimes  gender  dyspho- 
ria may  predispose  to  the 
development  of  autogy- 
nephilia,  rather  than  the 
reverse.  The  term  gender 
dysphoria  denotes  dissatis- 
faction with  the  sexed  body 
and  one's  assigned  sex  (Laub 
and  Fisk,  1974),  with  or  with- 
out dissatisfaction  with  the 
gender  role  of  that  sex. 
Blanchard  and  colleagues 
(1987)  suggested  that  in  non- 
androphilic  transsexuals, 
autogynephilic  eroticism  was 
primary  and  was  a "predis- 
posing condition"  (p.  149) 
for  the  later  development  of 
gender  dysphoria.  But  the 
reverse  could  as  easily  be 
true,  with  gender  dysphoria 
predisposing  certain  males 
— mostly  gynephilic,  but 
perhaps  some  androphilic — 
to  the  development  of  autog- 
ynephilia.  Since  we  do  not 
really  understand  how  any 
erotic  preference  develops, 
we  can  only  conjecture  about 
how  gender  dysphoria  might 
lead  to  autogynephilia.  One 
possibility  is  that  cross-gen- 
der wishes  may  become 
eroticized  when  they  are 
experienced  as  ego-dystonic, 
and  consequently  partially 
interfere  with  the  develop- 
ment of  normal  erotic  inter- 
ests in  other  persons. 

It's  true  that  on  average 
gynephilic  transsexuals  re- 
port crossdressing  for  the 
first  time — often  with  sexual 
arousal — almost  simultane- 
ously with  experiencing  their 
first  cross-gender  wish 
(Blanchard  et  al,  1987).  This 
suggests  a close  link 
between  autogynephilia  and 
gender  dysphoria.  But  this 
observation  is  not  inconsis- 
tent with  reports  by  some 


non-androphilic  transsexu- 
als that  their  feelings  of  gen- 
der dysphoria  preceded 
their  feelings  of  autogy- 
nephilic  eroticism  by  several 
years.  Seil  (1996)  has  sug- 
gested that  the  principal  dis- 
tinction between  the 
mostly-androphilic,  mostly- 
earlv-transitioning  group  of 
transsexuals  and  tine  mostly- 
gynephilic,  mostly-late-tran- 
sitioning group  is  that  the 
former  experience  their  gen- 
der dysphoria  as  ego-syn- 
tonic, while  for  the  latter  it  is 
ego-dystonic.  It's  temping  to 
hypothesize  that  autogy- 
nephilia  may  develop  when 
ego-dystonic  cross-gender 
feelings  partially  interfere 
with  the  development  of 
normal  erotic  interests  in 
other  persons.  This  is  consis- 
tent with  the  longstanding 
observation  that  autogy- 
nephilia  partially  competes 
with  sexual  interests  in  other 
persons  (Blanchard,  1992).  It 
would  also  explain  the  con- 
sistent finding  of  autogy- 
nephilic  eroticism  in  some 
androphilic  transsexuals,  as 
previously  noted. 

BLANCHARD  S 
THEORY  IN 
PERSPECTIVE 

Although  Blanchard's 
theory  of  autogynephilia 
has,  as  we  have  seen,  a few 
weaknesses  and  limitations, 
I find  little  reason  to  doubt 
the  theory's  fundamental 
soundness.  In  my  opinion,  it 
remains  an  impressive  for- 
mulation of  great  descriptive 
and  predictive  value.  If  noth- 
ing else,  the  way  it  has  been 
embraced  by  hundreds  of 
transsexual  women,  most  of 
whom  never  before  felt  that 
their  experience  had  been 
adequately  described,  is  tes- 
timony to  its  value.  But  it's 
important  to  remember  that 
some  aspects  of  Blanchard's 
theory  do  allow  for  alterna- 
tive explanations — and  there 
are  also  a few  well-docu- 
mented observations  that  his 
theory  cannot  adequately 
explain,  except  by  the  unsat- 
isfying explanation  that  per- 
sons who  do  not  conform  to 
the  theory's  predictions 
must  be  reporting  inaccu- 
rately, or  deliberately  lying. 

It's  also  important  not  to 
overgeneralize  from  Blan- 
chard's theory.  He  indis- 
putably found  significant 
statistical  correlations  be- 


tween several  of  the  vari- 
ables he  examined — but  this 
doesn't  imply  the  patterns 
he  discovered  will  necessari- 
ly hold  true  in  any  particular 
individual  case.  It  may  be 
true  in  general  that  transsex- 
uals who  are  primarily 
androphilic  tend  to  transi- 
tion earlier,  to  be  more  femi- 
nine as  children,  and  to  be 
less  aroused  by  cross-gender 
fantasy  than  those  who  are 
primarily  gynephilic,  but  I 
have  no  doubt  there  are 
some  gynephilic  transsexu- 
als who  transition  early,  who 
are  quite  feminine  as  chil- 
dren, and  who  display  little 
or  no  autogynephilic  arous- 
al. Likewise,  I've  no  doubt 
there  are  some  androphilic 
transsexuals  who  transition 
late,  who  aren't  especially 
feminine  as  children,  and 
who  display  substantial 
autogynephilic  arousal. 

We  should  also  remem- 
ber that  theories  like  Blan- 
chard's are  simply  scientific 
models  for  describing  and 
predicting  human  behavior. 
Such  theories  say,  in  effect, 
that  humans  generally 
behave  as  if  this  or  that  were 
true.  Blanchard's  theory  was 
designed  to  describe  and 
predict  individual  behav- 
iors; it  was  not  designed  to, 
and  it  cannot  be  expected  to, 
describe  or  predict  all  the 
possible  subjective  experi- 
ences, interpretations,  or 
meanings  of  those  behaviors 
for  the  transsexual  persons 
who  engage  in  them.  These 
highly  personal,  intrapsy- 
chic aspects  of  the  transsexu- 
al journey  are  really  beyond 
the  scope  of  behavioral  sci- 
ence, at  least  in  its  current 
form,  and  are  perhaps  better 
addressed  in  philosophical 
or  spiritual  terms.  What  is 
remarkable  about  Blan- 
chard's autogynephila  theo- 
ry is  that  for  some  of 
us — though  certainly  not  for 
all — it  really  does  seem  to 
"get  inside  our  heads,"  and 
to  provide  an  amazingly 
accurate  description  of  our 
subjective  experiences — a 
mirror  of  what  gender  dys- 
phoria and  the  process  of 
seeking  sex  reassignment 
actually  feels  like  to  us. 

MORE  SUPPORT 
FOR  THE  THEORY 

Despite  nearly  a decade 
of  work,  Blanchard  never 
tested  his  ideas  about  autog- 


ynephilia in  a group  of  post- 
operative male-to-female 
transsexuals.  I explored  the 
topic  among  a group  of  post- 
operative transsexual  women 
at  the  1996  and  1998  New 
Woman's  Conferences,  using 
an  anonymous  survey  meth- 
od. In  1996,  ten  of  thirteen 
post-op  women  agreed  that 
"self-feminization  was  erot- 
ic" for  them  (Lawrence, 
1997),  and  seven  of  thirteen 
agreed  that  "self-feminiza- 
tion had  been  their  primary 
erotic  fantasy  prior  to  transi- 
tion." In  1998,  five  of  eleven 
women  agreed  that  before 
surgery  their  "favorite  erotic 
fantasy  was  that  they  had,  or 
were  acquiring,  some  fea- 
tures of  a woman's  body" 
(Lawrence,  1998).  Additional 
evidence  for  the  importance 
of  autogynephilic  fantasy  in 
transsexuals  who  have 
undergone  surgery  comes 
from  Maryann  Schroder's 
unpublished  Ph.D.  thesis, 
"New  Women"  (Schroder, 
1995).  Five  of  her  seventeen 
postoperative  subjects  de- 
scribed having  been  aroused 
by  autogynephilic  sexual 
fantasies  prior  to  surgery. 
I've  subsequently  collected  a 
great  many  individual  narra- 
tives by  transsexual  women, 
attesting  to  the  importance 
of  autogynephilic  eroticism 
in  their  life  paths. 

WHY  HAS 
AUTOGYNEPHILIA 
BEEN  IGNORED? 

Why  is  it  that  autogy- 
nephilia has  received  so  little 
attention,  even  though  it's 
readily  reported  by  some 
transsexual  women?  I think 
there  are  several  reasons. 
Among  many  transsexuals, 
autogynephilia  is  often  con- 
sidered not  to  be  a respect- 
able topic  for  discussion. 
Some  transsexuals  have  a 
passionate  dislike  for  the 
policies  of  the  Clarke 
Institute  and  tend  to  dismiss 
almost  reflexively  any 
research  performed  by  its 
clinicians.  Therefore,  Blan- 
chard's ideas  are  not  often 
talked  about;  and  when  they 
are  raised,  they  tend  to  get 
shouted  down.  Shame  is 
undoubtedly  another  deter- 
rent. It  is  probably  just  too 
threatening  for  many  trans- 
sexuals to  admit  they  have 
had  autogynephilic  fan- 
tasies, and  especially  to 
admit  autogynephilic  sexual 


desire  may  have  been  one  of 
their  motives  for  seeking  sex 
reassignment.  Most  of  us 
transsexual  women  want  to 
be  seen  as  "real"  women, 
and  this  usually  requires 
explaining  our  desire  to  tran- 
sition as  an  outgrowth  of  our 
intrinsic  internal  femininity. 
Transsexuals  who  admit  that 
their  transitions  were  moti- 
vated by  autogynephilic  sex- 
ual desire  may  not  be  seen  as 
real  women,  and  may  not 
even  be  seen  as  real  transsex- 
uals. 

Therapists  and  surgeons 
probably  have  their  own  rea- 
sons for  ignoring  autogy- 
nephilia. Most  therapists  are 
accustomed  to  thinking 
about  transsexuality  using 
more  traditional,  gender- 
based  formulations.  The  idea 
that  there  can  be  sexual 
motivations  for  transition 
may  seem  inconsistent  with 
their  paradigm;  accordingly, 
they  may  think  autogy- 
nephilic sexual  desire  in 
transsexuals  is  rare  and  aber- 
rant. And  since  their  clients 
are  often  unwilling  to  talk 
about  the  subject,  who  can 
blame  the  therapists  for 
thinking  so?  Moreover,  most 
therapists  and  surgeons 
would  probably  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  acknowledge  that 
when  they  give  approval  for 
sex  reassignment  surgery,  or 
perform  it,  they  are  some- 
times simply  helping  a trans- 
sexual woman  act  out  her 
own  paraphilic  sexual  script. 

IS  AUTOGYNEPHILIA 
AN  “ACCEPTABLE” 
MOTIVE? 

Personally,  I don't  find 
the  idea  that  transsexual 
women  sometimes  seek  reas- 
signment surgery  for  sexual 
reasons  to  be  especially 
problematic,  even  when 
their  sexuality  is  essentially 
paraphilic.  The  real  question 
is  not  what  one's  motivation 
is,  but  whether  sex  reassign- 
ment surgery  improves  the 
quality  of  one's  life.  The 
overall  level  of  satisfaction 
following  sex  reassignment 
surgery  is  extremely  high 
and  seems  to  demonstrate 
that  those  transsexual 
women  whom  one  would 
expect  to  be  autogy- 
nephilic— late  onset  and  sex- 
ually attracted  to  women 
— tend  to  do  about  as  well 
after  surgery  as  those  who 
present  younger,  and  who 


are  sexually  attracted  to 
men. 

No  one  should  be 
shocked  to  learn  that  there 
are  people  who  want  to 
modify  their  bodies,  surgi- 
cally and  hormonally,  pri- 
marily to  enhance  their 
sexual  attractiveness  to 
themselves  or  to  others.  This 
is  a multi-billion  dollar 
industry  in  the  United  States 
alone,  and  most  of  it  doesn't 
involve  transsexuals.  We 
routinely  cut,  color,  tattoo, 
pierce,  augment,  reduce,  lift, 
tuck,  rearrange,  and  contour 
parts  of  our  bodies  to 
express  our  sexuality  and 
enhance  our  sexual  satisfac- 
tion. Nor  is  this  unique  to 
modem  Western  culture,  as 
any  anthropologist  can  tell 
you.  I'm  not  suggesting  that 
we  should  be  complacent 
about  SRS  or  regard  it  as  a 
casual  undertaking.  I'm  sug- 
gesting that,  to  my  mind, 
having  sexual  motivations 
for  seeking  sex  reassignment 
surgery  doesn't  pose  any 
kind  of  unique  ethical  prob- 
lem. Sexual  motivations 
underlie  a vast  range  of 
medical  and  surgical  proce- 
dures which  are  routinely 
performed  on  non-transsex- 
uals, and  which  we  more  or 
less  take  for  granted. 

SPIRITUAL 
IMPLICATIONS  OF 
BLANCHARD’S 
THEORY 

Let  me  close  with  a few 
brief  comments  on  the  spiri- 
tual implications  of 
Blanchard's  autogynephilia 
theory.  The  philosopher 
Friedrich  Nietzsche  (1886/ 
1966;  p.  86)  wrote:  "The  great 
epochs  of  our  life  come 
when  we  gain  the  courage  to 
rechristen  our  evil  as  what  is 
best  in  us."  Nietzsche's 
observation  is  directly  rele- 
vant to  our  individual 
responses  to  the  autogy- 
nephilic  eroticism  that  for 
many  of  us  lies  at  the  core  of 
our  transsexual  desire.  One 
of  the  most  negative  conse- 
quences of  our  Judeo- 
Christian  heritage  is  our 
tendency  to  see  anything 
sexual  as  evil,  degraded,  and 
unworthy.  Other  high  cul- 
tures have  taken  a more  bal- 
anced view  of  life.  The 
Greeks,  whom  Nietzsche 
revered,  understood  the 
importance  of  expressing 
and  integrating  both  the 


Apollonian  and  the  Dion- 
ysian aspects  of  life. 
Likewise,  many  non- 
Western  cultures  have 
understood  that  sexual 
desire  is  the  wellspring  of 
our  creativity  and  of  our 
emotional  and  physical 
vitality.  They  have  under- 
stood that  sexuality  can  be 
our  most  direct  pathway  to 
transcendence,  and  to  the 
spiritual  dimensions  of  life. 

I think  there  has  been  an 
unfortunate  tendency  to  see 
Blanchard's  autogynephilia 
theory  as  pathologizing  or 
degrading  the  transsexual 
experience.  I don't  see  it  that 
way  at  all.  We've  grown  up 
hearing  that  our  sexual 
desires  are  evil  and  unwor- 
thy, and  many  of  us  have 
come  to  believe  it.  But  I 
believe,  with  Nietzsche,  that 
to  live  fulfilling  and  authen- 
tic lives  as  transsexual  per- 
sons, we  must  be  willing  to 
rechristen  our  sexual  desire 
as  that  which  is  best  and 
most  profoundly  human 
within  us.  We  must  honor 
our  sexual  desire  as  that 
which  moves  us  most,  as 
that  which  makes  us  feel 
most  truly  alive. 

We  need  make  no  apolo- 
gy for  deciding  to  rebuild 
our  lives  around  the  most 
powerful  feelings  we  know.  I 
think  it  is  an  act  of  existential 
courage  to  honor  our  deep- 
est feelings  by  giving  them  a 
central  place  in  our  lives.  By 
transitioning  to  live  as 
women,  we  can  give  tangible 
expression  to  our  sexual  feel- 
ings— feelings  that  many  of 
us  have  tried  too  long  to  sup- 
press and  deny.  And  al- 
though our  paths  can  be 
challenging,  the  benefits  in 
terms  of  vitality  and  inner 
peace  can  be  profound. 

Although  I usually 
write  about  transsexuality  as 
a physician  and  a scientist,  I 
can  also  appreciate  and 
embrace  the  views  of 
authors  like  Susan  Stryker 
(1994)  and  Rachel  Pollack 
(1992),  who  write  about  the 
transsexual  journey  from  a 
more  spiritual  perspective. 
To  me,  the  erotic  desire  at  the 
core  of  autogynephilic  trans- 
sexuality seems  like  just 
another  aspect  of  what 
Rachel  calls  the  "divine 
force"  that  leads  us  to  aban- 
don ourselves  to  our  bodies' 
desire,  and  what  Susan 
refers  to  as  the  "enlivening 
power"  of  our  identification 


with  Nature's  dark,  creative 
chaos. 

When  we  recognize  and 
honor  the  autogynephilic 
feelings  within  ourselves,  we 
don't  declare  ourselves  sick 
or  debased.  Rather,  we 
affirm  that  a life  built  on  pas- 
sion and  authenticity  is  truly 
a life  worth  living. 


Narratives  on 
Autogynephilia 

by  Anne  Lawrence,  M.D. 

After  I transitioned,  I 
decided  to  write 
about  Blanchard's 
theory  of  autogynephlia,  and 
to  informally  investigate 
whether  it  seemed  as  mean- 
ingful for  other  people  as  it 
had  been  for  me.  I started 
asking  questions  about  auto- 
gynephilia at  the  sixth  New 
Women's  Conference,  and 
found  that  fully  three-quar- 
ters of  the  women  present 
reported  that  self-feminiza- 
tion was  erotic  for  them.  And 
over  half  of  the  women  said 
that  self-feminization  had 
been  their  primary  erotic 
fantasy  prior  to  transition. 

In  1998  I wrote  an  article 
summarizing  Blanchard's 
theory  of  autogynephilia.  I 
published  this  on  the 
Internet  and  in  Transgender 
Tapestry.  In  my  article  I 
solicited  narratives  from 
transsexuals  who  recognized 
autogynephilic  feelings 
within  themselves.  I wanted 
to  see  whether  transsexuals 
other  than  myself  would 
report  feelings  and  experi- 
ences consistent  with  Blan- 
chard's ideas. 

I have  thus  far  received 
over  100  narratives.  I've  ana- 
lyzed about  60  of  these  from 
persons  who  seemed  to  be 
genuinely  transsexual.  I 
have  no  illusions  that  my 
respondents  are  representa- 
tive of  transsexuals  general- 
ly or  that  their  reports  can  be 
objectively  verified.  In  fact,  I 
suspect  that  complete  an- 
onymity is  probably  a pre- 
requisite for  obtaining  such 
candid  narratives.  I do  sug- 
gest that  many  of  the 
accounts  show  remarkable 
psychological  insight  and 
that  they  provide  a fascinat- 
ing window  into  some  little- 
discussed  aspects  of  the 
transsexual  journey. 


Virtually  all  of  my 
respondents  freely  acknowl- 
edged that  they  were  sexual- 
ly aroused  by  feminization, 
and  thought  that  Blan- 
chard's concept  of  autogy- 
nephilia accurately  described 
them.  Here  are  some  repre- 
sentative comments: 

Here's  what  the  respon- 
dents had  to  say: 

"The  definition  of  auto- 
gynephilia describes  me  per- 
fectly. Feminizing  my  body 
has  always  been  sexually 
exciting  for  me — even  after 
SRS." 


"The  description  of 
anatomic  autogynephilia 
comes  closer  to  my  own  per- 
sonal experience  than  any- 
thing I have  ever  read  on  the 
subject  of  transsexuality." 

"I  have  often  expressed 
to  others  that  this  is  the 
'dirty  little  secret'  of  trans- 
sexuals. Yes,  I had  fantasies 
of  'acquiring'  a feminine 
body,  and,  yes,  they  were 
erotic." 

Many  of  the  respon- 
dents confirmed  that  autog- 
ynephilic sexual  feelings  had 
played  a significant  part  in 
their  decisions  to  seek  sex 
reassignment.  Here  are  some 
typical  comments: 


"I  find  [my]  own  trans- 
sexualism to  be  the  continu- 
ing culmination  of  many 
erotic  fantasies.  I want  to 
thank  you  for  expressing  the 
importance  of  the  'sexual'  in 
transsexual." 


"[The]  erotic  impulse 
created  by  the  desire  to  be 
and  live  as  a woman  has 
probably  been  an  important 
factor  in  my  transition." 


"I  think  the  increasing 
pervasiveness  of  [my]  sexual 
fantasies  has  contributed  to 
my  decision  to  transition." 


Some  of  the  respon- 
dents had  at  one  time  doubt- 
ed that  they  were  "really" 
transsexual,  because  of  their 
feelings.  Here  are  two  repre- 
sentative comments: 


"I  think  that  autogy- 
nephilia is  why  a lot  of  MtF's 
initially  feel  (as  I did)  that 
they  are  not  really  TS.  You 
shouldn't  enjoy  these 
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thoughts,  and  if  you  do,  then 
you  re  not  really  TS." 

"1  didn't  always  feel  like 
1 was  a woman  and  I had  a 
great  deal  of  difficulty  justi- 
fying my  transition  because 
of  this  feeling.  Rather,  hav- 
ing been  exposed  to  a bio  of 
Christine  Jorgensen  as  a 
young  teen,  I imagined  what 
an  intensely  erotic  identifica- 
tion that  would  be." 

A large  number  of 
respondents  were  grateful 
that  the  topic  of  autogy- 
nephilia  was  finally  being 
discussed  openly.  Here  are 
some  representative  com- 
ments: 

"1  think  it's  great  that 
you've  written  what  you 
did.  I hope  that  by  under- 
standing themselves,  by 
reading  your  writing,  other 
people  can  avoid  suffering 
needlessly  just  because  they 
don't  understand  them- 
selves." 

"I  read  most  of  your 
article  with  my  mouth  open 
or  my  hand  up  to  my  face.  It 
made  me  uncomfortable  to 
read  something  which  so 
closely  described  my  cross- 
gender urges  which  don't 
seem  to  fit  the  TS  norm;  and 
at  the  same  time,  it  relieved 
me  to  realize  that  I'm  not  the 
only  one  who  has  such  feel- 
ings. You  may  have  an- 
swered a question  which  has 
shadowed  me  for  the  entire 
18  months  I've  been  in  thera- 

py" 

"It  is  a great  relief  to 
have  this  topic  brought  out 
into  the  open.  Just  giving  the 
concept  a name  does  not  by 
itself  change  anything,  but 
declaring  the  topic  of  moti- 
vation as  valid  for  discussion 
certainly  does." 

Sometimes  respondents 
had  imagined  they  were 
unique  in  experiencing  auto- 
gynephilic  arousal.  These  are 
two  typical  comments: 

"I  thought  I was  the 
only  person  who  felt  this 
way." 

"Until  I started  reading 
the  comments  of  others,  I 
thought  I was  alone  or 
crazy." 


Respondents  were  often 
unwilling  to  disclose  their 
autogynephilic  feelings  to 
their  caregivers,  because 
they  believed  they  would 
not  be  seen  as  "real  " trans- 
sexuals, and  might  not  be 
approved  for  SRS.  Here  are 
some  examples  of  what  they 
said: 

"To  date  I have  not  told 
anyone  else  about  this.  I 
have  a strong  desire  for  SRS 
and  do  not  want  to  jeopar- 
dize my  chances  by  appear- 
ing in  any  way  skewed  from 
the  'classic'  TS  profile." 

"I  haven't  broached  the 
subject  with  my  therapist.  I 
think  a lot  of  women  are 
apprehensive  about  telling 
anyone  that  they  get  excited 
in  this  fashion  because  it 
would  potentially  hurt  their 
transition  goals." 

"I  didn't  bring  it  up 
because  I wanted  SRS.  I fig- 
ured out  early  on  that  I had 
to  present  what  they  wanted 
to  see,  not  what  I really  was. 
I had  no  belief  at  all  that  I 
could  get  approval  without 
lying,  so  I lied." 

A few  respondents 
admitted  that  they  had  more 
or  less  acquiesced  to  living 
in  the  role  simply  to  qualify 
for  the  hormones  and  genital 
surgery  they  so  desperately 
wanted.  One  respondent 
expressed  this  sense  of  resig- 
nation in  an  entry  from  her 
diary: 

"How  sure  am  I that  this 
is  what  I want?  God  knows. 
I've  chickened  out  before, 
but  I really  want  to  be  a 
woman  with  breasts  and  a 
vagina.  I guess  I'll  have  to 
accept  everything  else  that 
goes  with  it.  Is  this  the  same 
as  feeling  like  I am  a woman 
trapped  in  a man's  body? — 
possibly  not." 

Several  respondents 
volunteered  that  they  found 
autogynephilic  imagery  was 
obligatory  for  sexual  perfor- 
mance. This  suggests  that 
their  autogynephilia  was  not 
an  incidental  finding,  but 
was  a fundamental  aspect  of 
their  sexuality.  Here  are 
some  representative  com- 
ments: 

"From  my  very  earliest 
masturbatory  experiences,  1 


have  exclusively  used  this 
type  of  'becoming  female' 
fantasy  for  arousal.  I was 
married  for  approximately  5 
years,  [and]  I would  always 
use  feminization  fantasies  to 
achieve  orgasm." 

"Arousal,  whether  in 
intercourse  or  masturbation, 
was  only  possible  when  I 
imagined  I was  female." 

"The  only  way  I could 
have  an  orgasm  was  the 
thought  of  forced  feminiza- 
tion, and  the  visualization 
that  I was  a woman." 

Respondents  often 
reported  that  their  autogy- 
nephilic eroticism  continued 
after  SRS.  Again,  this  sug- 
gests that  autogynephilia 
was  not  just  an  incidental 
consequence  of  their  desire 
for  reassignment,  but  was  a 
more  enduring  aspect  of 
their  sexuality.  Here  are 
three  representative  com- 
ments: 

"I  am  seven  months 
post-operative.  My  fantasies 
were  of  my  feminization, 
which  still  continue,  despite 
not  having  testosterone." 

"Wearing  women's 
clothing  and  feminizing  my 
body  has  always  been  sexu- 
ally exciting  for  me — even 
after  SRS.  I am  still  sexually 
excited  knowing  that  my  uri- 
nation process  is  just  like  a 
woman's." 

"I  am  six  months  post- 
op now,  and  still  get  sexually 
aroused  when  I think  of  the 
transformation  that  I just 
completed." 

There  was  one  way  in 
which  some  respondents' 
stories  were  less  consistent 
with  Blanchard's  ideas  about 
autogynephilia.  If  the  desire 
for  sex  reassignment  is 
indeed  an  outgrowth  of 
these  persons'  autogynephil- 
ia, then  we  would  expect 
autogynephilia  to  appear 
first,  with  cross-gender 
wishes  appearing  only  later. 
But  some  of  my  respondents 
who  freely  acknowledged 
autogynephilic  arousal 
reported  that  they  had  expe- 
rienced cross-gender  wishes 
long  before  their  autogy- 
nephilia became  evident. 
Here  are  two  typical  com- 
ments from  this  group: 


"I  am  almost  100%  sure 
that  my  desire  to  be  a 
woman  is  more  established 
than  [my]  autogynephilia. 
The  former  has  been  rather 
stable  since  the  age  of  six, 
whereas  1 don't  recall  any 
remotely  autogynephilic  fan- 
tasies before  the  age  of  20." 

"I  don't  think  that  auto- 
gynephilic sexuality  is  the 
reason  I am  transsexual.  I 
think  it  is  a symptom  of  my 
transsexualism.  I had  my 
first  feelings  of  wanting  to  be 
female  around  the  age  of  3- 
1/2.  It  was  only  after  puber- 
ty that  autogynephilia  began 
to  display  itself." 

It's  hard  to  know 

whether  accounts  like  this 
are  accurate  or  are  simply 
retrospective  re-writings  of 
early  memories  to  agree  with 
accepted  notions  about 

transsexualism.  I tend  to 
believe  such  recollections  are 
not  always  accurate,  but  it  is 
really  very  difficult  to  imag- 
ine how  such  a question 
could  ever  be  resolved. 

There  was  one  other 
way  in  which  some  respon- 
dents' stories  did  not  com- 
pletely agree  with  Blanchard's 
theory.  Autogynephilia  was 
not  confined  solely  to  those 
with  a history  of  heterosexu- 
al or  bisexual  arousal.  One  or 
two  persons  who  were 
apparently  attracted  only  to 
men  also  reported  autogy- 
nephilic eroticism.  Perhaps 
this  should  not  surprise  us, 
since  in  non-transsexuals, 
too,  unusual  sexual  interests 
can  coexist  with  both  homo- 
sexuality and  heterosexuali- 
ty 


The  following  contains  excerpts 
from  Dr.  Lawrence’s  FAQ  on 
Autogynephilia.  The  original  is 
much  more  thorough  and  its 
well  worthwhile  to  visit  <www. 
annelawrence.com>  — Ed- 
Autogynephilia: 
Frequently-Asked 
Questions 

by  Anne  Lawrence,  M.D. 

I am  by  no  means  predis- 
posed to  think  that  volup- 
tuous pleasure  is  the 
essential  thing  in  this  world. 
Man  is  more  than  a creature 
limited  to  his  genitals.  But 
they,  those  unavowable 
parts  of  him,  teach 
him  his  secret. 
— Georges  Bataille,  1937,  p.  62 
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SEVERAL 

REPRESENTATIVE 

NARRATIVES'- 

1.  A post-op  transsexual  woman  who 
transitioned  early  describes  her  autogy- 
nephilic  feelings,  which  she  recognized 
only  in  retrospect: 

When  I was  14,  I can  remember  dri- 
ving home  from  school  with  my  Mom.  I 
was  deep  in  the  throws  of  anorexia,  des- 
perately depressed,  at  odds  with  the 
hideous  things  that  were  happening  to  my 
body  and  myself.  I was  trying  so  hard  to 
come  out  and  tell  my  parents  what  was 
going  on,  but  as  you  can  well  imagine,  I 
could  not.  They  were  practically  as  des- 
perate as  I.  As  we  drove  home,  I was 
imagining  myself  telling  my  parents,  and 
my  doctor,  that  I was  really  a girl.  I imag- 
ined, in  fact,  lying  down  on  the  operating 
room  table  for  my  sex  reassignment 
surgery.  I was  also  imagining  with  horror 
that  I would  become  sexually  aroused. 
How  would  I explain  this?  How  could  I 
even  understand  for  myself?  I knew  I was 
a girl,  but  I didn’t  know  why  I became  excit- 
ed when  I thought  those  thoughts.  In  fact, 
it  wasn’t  until  I was  18  and  began  reading 
Ray  Blanchard’s  work,  that  I understood 
that  this  was  a part  of  the  phenomenon. 

I wanted  to  add  a couple  of  things, 
though.  The  first  is  that  seeing  oneself  as 
a woman  (’genuinely*)  and  being  a com- 
plete autogynephile,  are  not  mutually 
exclusive.  You  mentioned  that  sex  is  a big 
motivator.  Sex  is  something  else,  too.  A 
big  reinforcer.  I have  no  doubt,  as  I look 
back  on  my  past,  that  when  I was  five  and 
wearing  perfume,  or  making  pretty  neck- 
laces out  of  colored  beads,  or  arranging 
flowers,  or  when  I was  seven  and  volun- 
teering to  play  Mother  Goose  in  the  school 
play,  that  sexual  motivation  was  a part  of 
what  I was  experiencing.  But  I didn’t 
understand  that  until  I was  18. 1 didn’t  even 
notice  the  physical  manifestations  of  sex- 
ual excitement  accompanying  those 
thoughts  until  I was  10,  and  even  then,  I 
didn’t  have  a clue  what  it  meant. 

Those  feelings,  which  I felt  whenever  I 
was  with  a group  of  girls  my  age,  are  the 
same  feelings  that  other  people  (hetero- 
sexuals and  homosexuals)  talk  about — 
love,  sexual  excitement  and  everything 
else  that  goes  with  it....  It  goes  far  beyond 
sex,  though — it’s  about  a feeling  of  con- 
nectedness, and  of  rightness.  For  lack  of 
a better  word,  it’s  like  being  in  love. 

I think  it’s  great  that  you’ve  written 
what  you  did,  because  in  the  four  years 
between  when  I was  14  and  when  I was 
18  (an  eternity  at  that  age),  I went  through 
hell — this  was  one  of  the  bigger  reasons  I 
didn’t  come  out  until  I was  19.  I put  two 
young  women  through  hell,  too,  trying  to 
find  a love  that  was  never  meant  to  be.  I 
hope  that  by  understanding  themselves, 
by  reading  your  writing,  other  people  can 
avoid  that  suffering,  so  needlessly  just 
because  they  don’t  understand  them- 
selves. 


2.  A transsexual  woman  reports  that 
autogynephilic  imagery  has  been  obliga- 
tory for  sexual  arousal,  and  this  has 
made  her  doubt  her  transsexuality: 

I am  a middle-aged  biologic  male 
diagnosed  as  transsexual  and  about  to 
begin  RLT.  I have  been  on  HRT  for  one 
year,  in  therapy  1-1/2  years,  and  [have] 
nearly  completed  electrolysis.  I have 
worked  to  present  a female  image  and  am 
totally  passable — in  fact,  I appear  as  a 
very  attractive,  thin  female.  However, 
throughout  my  life  my  psychological  state 
has  been  quite  conflicted  because  I have 
doubted  my  transsexuality  and  woman- 
hood due  to  my  autogynephilia — a term 
and  condition  I have  only  recently  become 
aware  of.  Your  study  is  important  because 
had  I had  the  right  information  and  known 
that  it  was  a common  transsexual  experi- 
ence I would  not  have  doubted  my  trans- 
sexual status,  or  convinced  myself  that  I 
was  not  transseual  for  the  past  three 
decades. 

My  first  crossdressing  experience  was 
at  age  five.  At  age  eleven  I began  cross- 
dressing regularly — the  experience  of 
seeing  (and  imaging  I was)  myself  as  a 
girl  and  later  as  a woman  was  nearly 
always  erotic  for  me.  I was  never  effemi- 
nate, although  I often  wished  I were  in 
order  to  validate  my  desire  to  be  a woman. 
As  a young  male,  I was  an  athlete,  served 
in  the  military,  and  became  a husband  and 
father.  I convinced  myself  that  I was  not 
transsexual,  nor  a woman  in  a man’s  body, 
but  simply  a male  aroused  by  what  I 
viewed  as  a very  strange,  and  unwelcome, 
desire  to  be  a woman. 

My  efforts  to  train  myself  to  be  a “nor- 
mal” heterosexually  motivated  male  were 
unsuccessful.  Sexual  arousal  during  inter- 
course for  me  has  always  depended  on 
creating  in  my  mind  the  image  that  I was 
the  female  in  the  act.  Each  condition  you 
describe  (cross-dressing,  being  with 
women  as  a woman,  female  hobbies) 
aroused  me.  I was  deeply  embarrassed 
and  ashamed  of  my  condition  and 
revealed  it  to  no  one  until  my  late  40s.  My 
crossdressing  waxed  and  waned  over  the 
years  as  I focused  on  career,  and  family 
life  prevented  me  from  crossdressing. 
However,  arousal,  whether  in  intercourse 
or  masturbation,  was  only  possible  when  I 
imagined  I was  female. 

Eventually,  my  marriage  collapsed  and 
I became  more  aware  of  others  like  me. 
For  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I became  con- 
vinced that  I could  actually  become  a 
woman.  With  that  knowledge,  the  intensity 
of  my  drive  increased  exponentially.  Even 
with  my  libido  diminished  after  one  year  of 
HRT,  I find  that  the  drive — which  is  still 
somewhat  erotic — to  transition  remains 
extremely  strong.  I have  told  my  therapist 
about  my  erotic  impulse.  She  has  said  that 
this  is  not  uncommon  among  transsexu- 
als, although  she  was  unaware  of  the  term 
used  to  describe  the  condition.  It  has  not 
affected  her  evaluation. 

I have  discussed  the  subject  with 
other  transsexuals,  some  post-op,  who 
have  confirmed  a similar  eroticism  in 


them.  In  conclusion,  this  erotic  impulse 
created  by  the  desire  to  be  and  live  as  a 
woman  has  probably  been  an  important 
factor  in  my  transition,  although  I believe, 
as  I need  to,  that  it  is  simply  a manifesta- 
tion of  a deeper  underlying  condition.  I still 
have  difficulty  on  occasion  accepting  that  I 
am  transsexual  or  a woman  since  I have 
always  been  led  to  believe  by  what  I have 
read  throughout  my  life  that  “true"  trans- 
sexuals are  “women  in  men’s  bodies”  for 
whom  such  an  erotic  impulse  is  absent. 

4.  A transsexual  woman  in  transition  rec- 
ognizes autogynephilic  arousal  in  her- 
self, and  wonders  whether  she  is  a 
"true"  transsexual: 

I read  most  of  your  article  on  autogy- 
nephilia with  my  mouth  open  or  my  hand 
up  to  my  face.  I had  two  initial  reactions:  it 
made  me  uncomfortable  to  read  some- 
thing which  so  closely  described  my 
crossgender  urges  which  don’t  seem  to  fit 
the  transsexual  “norm;”  and  at  the  same 
time,  it  relieved  me  to  realize  that  perhaps 
I’m  not  the  only  one  who  has  such  feel- 
ings. You  may  have  answered  a question 
which  has  shadowed  me  for  the  entire  18 
months  I’ve  been  in  therapy. 

For  all  intents  and  purposes,  I am  con- 
ducting myself  like  the  standard  vanilla 
“woman  trapped  in  a man’s  body,"  and  the 
prospect  of  my  carrying  out  a successful 
transition,  including  changing  gender  in 
my  present  job,  seems  to  be  good.  But 
throughout  all  this,  I have  been  haunted  by 
a question  which  neither  my  therapist  nor 
I can  answer.  In  contrast  to  the  so-called 
“true  transsexuals,”  I do  not  believe  myself 
to  BE  a woman,  nor  did  I ever  believe 
myself  to  BE  a girl  while  growing  up.  I cer- 
tainly wasn't  masculine — I played  almost 
exclusively  with  girls  and  did  not  act  at  all 
macho,  but  I never  thought  I WAS  a girl. 
My  motivation  for  transitioning,  which  I 
have  freely  shared  with  my  therapist,  is  not 
that  I believe  I AM  a woman,  but  that  I 
want  to  BE  a woman,  and  that  I have  no 
question  that  I would  be  more  psychologi- 
cally comfortable  LIVING  AS  a woman. 
But  I cannot  in  all  honesty  look  a genetic 
female  in  the  eye  and  say,  “I  am  a woman, 
just  like  you,”  which  is  the  impression  I get 
listening  to  other  transsexuals  I read  about 
or  write  to. 

What  has  bothered  me  for  so  long 
about  all  this  is  [my  belief]  that  to  admit 
this  is  to  say  that  I am  not  a “true  trans- 
sexual;” hence  I have  no  reason  to  transi- 
tion. But  if  I don’t  transition,  I ask  myself, 
then  what?  How  do  I deal  with  this  unbear- 
able anxiety?  Four  times  this  year  I have 
decided  that,  for  this  and  other  reasons,  I 
simply  must  remain  male.  And  all  four 
times,  I became  seriously  suicidal  within  a 
week....  So,  I am  going  with  the  only  other 
option  I know  of  which  will  keep  me  alive 
and  functional — be  the  “true  transsexual,” 
go  through  with  transition,  and  keep  my 
mouth  shut  regarding  my  confusion.  w 
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The  erotic  is  a resource 
within  each  of  us  that  lies  in 
a deeply  female  and  spiritu- 
al plane. ...Our  erotic  knowl- 
edge empowers  us, 
becomes  a lens  through 
which  we  scrutinize  all 
aspects  of  our 
existence.... 
We  have  been  raised  to 
fear  the  YES  within  our- 
selves. our  deepest  crav- 
ings. But  when  we  begin  to 
live  from  within  outward,  in 
touch  with  the  power  of  the 
erotic  within  ourselves,  and 
allowing  that  power  to 
inform  and  illuminate  our 
actions  upon  the  world 
around  us,  then  we  begin  to 
be  responsible 
to  ourselves  in  the 
deepest  sense. 
— Audre  Londe,  1 984. 
pp.  53.  47.  48 

These  questions  and  answers 
address  only  the  transsexualism 
of  biologic  males.  Therefore,  for 
the  sake  of  brevity,  I will  some- 
times refer  to  biologic  males 
simply  as  males;  and 
male-to-female  transsexuals 
and  transsexualism,  simply  as 
transsexuals  and  transsexual- 
ism— Anne  Lawrence 

1.  Briefly,  what  is  the  evi- 
dence that  there  are  two  dif- 
ferent "career  paths"  for 
transsexuals? 

Males  who  request  sex 
reassignment  nearly  always 
have  one  of  two  very  unusu- 
al symptom  complexes,  but 
rarely  both  at  once.  One  set 
of  symptoms,  the  rarer  of  the 
two,  involves  pervasive  fem- 
inine attitudes  and  behav- 
iors which  are  present  from 
early  childhood  and  which 
are  so  strong  that  they  are 
nearly  impossible  to  conceal. 
Males  with  these  symptoms 
are  almost  always  sexually 
attracted  exclusively  to 
males.  The  other  set  of 
symptoms,  the  more  com- 
mon of  the  two,  involves 
sexual  arousal  to  crossdress- 
ing or  cross-gender  fantasy. 
Males  with  these  symptoms 
are  almost  never  sexually 
attracted  exclusively  to 
males:  they  may  be  attracted 
to  females,  to  females  and 
males,  or  to  neither. 

Both  of  these  unusual 
sets  of  symptoms — perva- 
sive femininity  with  exclu- 
sive androphilia,  and  sexual 
arousal  to  cross-gender  fan- 
tasy or  behavior — are  plausi- 


bly related  to  the  desire  to 
change  sex.  Both  are  rare 
enough  that  their  association 
with  transsexualism  is 
unlikely  to  be  accidental. 
While  individuals  with  both 
symptoms  undoubtedly  ex- 
ist, they  are  uncommon.  The 
two  types  plausibly  may 
have  different  implications 
for  clinical  course  and  treat- 
ment. 

Over  the  years,  the 
terms  used  to  describe  these 
two  types  of  transsexualism 
have  varied:  classic  vs.  trans- 
vestic,  primary  vs.  sec- 
ondary, true  vs.  marginal, 
core  vs.  non-core,  homosex- 
ual vs.  autogynephilic.  But 
the  clinical  distinction  has 
been  an  enduring  one. 

3.  Does  any  history  of  auto- 
gynephilic arousal  in  a 
transsexual  automatically 
make  that  person  an  "autog- 
ynephilic transsexual?" 

That  would  be  an  over- 
statement. Although  the  cor- 
relations between  auto- 
gynephilic sexual  arousal 
and  other  parts  of  the  autog- 
ynephilic symptom  cluster 
seemed  to  be  very  strong 
among  Blanchard's  gender 
dysphoric  males,  they  were 
not  perfect.  For  example: 
Blanchard  found  10-15%  of 
his  homosexual  subjects 
gave  a history  of  sexual 
arousal  with  crossdressing, 
compared  to  66-87%  of  his 
non-homosexual  subjects. 
While  this  is  a very  signifi- 
cant difference,  it  is  certainly 
not  absolute.  Even  if  we 
hypothesize  that  some 
non-homosexual  subjects 
tried  to  make  themselves 
look  more  acceptable  by 
either  lying  about  their 
arousal  to  crossdressing  or 
by  pretending  to  be  exclu- 
sively homosexual,  the  cor- 
relation is  not  likely  to 
approach  100%. 

While  the  extension  of 
Blanchard's  theory  from 
gender  dysphoric  males  to 
transsexuals  (pre-op  or 
post-op)  is  logical,  and  is 
widely  used  clinically,  it  has 
yet  to  be  validated  in  a for- 
mal study.  Even  if  it  is,  its 
predictions  will  never  be 
absolute.  There  will  always 
be  exceptions. 

4.  How  early  in  life  can 
autogynephilia  develop? 


Apparently  quite  early. 
Stoller  (1985)  reported  the 
case  of  a child,  "Mac,"  who 
wore  his  mother's  clothes 
and  became  sexually 
aroused  (with  penile  erec- 
tion) at  age  two,  and  who 
was  first  seen  clinically  at 
age  three.  Zucker  and 
Blanchard  (1997)  reported  a 
similar  case,  "Dan,"  who 
cross-dressed  in  his  mother's 
or  sisters'  clothes  and 
became  sexually  aroused 
(again  with  penile  erection) 
starting  at  age  two,  and  who 
was  also  first  seen  clinically 
at  age  three.  Both  of  these 
children  were  in  other  ways 
unremarkably  masculine. 

5.  Do  natal  women  experi- 
ence autogynephilia,  too? 

Here's  what  Blanchard 
had  to  say  when  I asked  him 
that  very  question: 

There  are  many  human 
behaviors  that  look  like  the 
same  thing,  but  really 
aren’t.  I do  not  think  that 
genuine  autogynephilia  oc- 
curs in  genetic  women. 
Genetic  women  might  ‘feel 
sexy’  when  preparing  their 
toilet,  especially  if  they 
are  making  a major  produc- 
tion of  it,  but  I do  not 
think  the  simple  thought  of 
having  a vagina,  for  exam- 
ple, is  arousing  to  them  in 
and  of  itself. 

-Blanchard, 
personal  communication 

I find  his  analysis  per- 
suasive. 

6.  Is  it  possible  for  autogy- 
nephilic transsexuals  to 
transition  very  early  in  life? 

Definitely.  Although 
late  transition  is  more  com- 
mon for  autogynephilic 
transsexuals.  I've  talked 
with  several  who  transi- 
tioned in  their  mid-twenties. 
In  fact,  one  of  the  reasons  I 
want  to  increase  conscious- 
ness about  the  phenomenon 
of  autogynephilia  is  to  let 
persons  who  have  experi- 
enced it  know  it  does  not 
preclude  the  diagnosis  of 
transsexualism.  If  this 
becomes  more  widely 
understood,  we  may  see 
even  more  early-transition- 
ing autogynephilic  transsex- 
uals. On  the  whole,  I think 
that  would  be  a positive 
development. 


7.  Is  autogynephilia  always 
associated  with  gender  dys- 
phoria? 

Gender  dysphoria  can 
be  defined  as  "persistent  dis- 
comfort with  [one's]  sex,  or 
[a]  sense  of  inappropriate- 
ness in  the  gender  role  of 
that  sex"  (DSM-IV).  It  is  a 
convenient  but  imprecise 
diagnosis,  encompassing 
many  combinations  of  body 
dysphoria,  gender  identity 
disturbance,  sex  role  discom- 
fort, and  atypical  sexual 
preference. 

Obviously  not  all  gen- 
der dysphoric  males  are 
autogynephilic.  Likewise, 
not  all  autogynephilic  males 
are  gender  dysphoric.  Many, 
perhaps  most,  autogy- 
nephilic males  can  compart- 
mentalize or  otherwise 
manage  their  autogynephil- 
ia— at  least  for  a time.  Their 
condition  does  not  rise  to  the 
level  of  "persistent  discom- 
fort," and  they  do  not  seek 
sex  reassignment.  We  call 
such  persons  cross-dressers, 
transvestites,  or  transvestic 
fetishists. 

8.  Does  autogynephilia 
sometimes  cause  gender 
dysphoria?  Or  is  it  the  other 
way  around? 

No  one  knows  for  sure. 
It  seems  probable  there  is  no 
single  causal  or  temporal 
relationship  between  gender 
dysphoria  and  autogy- 
nephilia. Some  clinicians 
seem  to  think  that  in  autogy- 
nephilic transsexuals,  autog- 
ynephilia often  comes  first, 
with  severe  gender  dyspho- 
ria and  clinical  transsexual- 
ism developing  later.  Other 
commentators — often  trans- 
sexuals themselves — suggest 
some  sort  of  gender  dyspho- 
ria may  be  primary,  and 
autogynephilic  eroticism 
may  develop  when  gender 
dysphoria  interferes  with 
"normal"  sexual  interests.  I 
suspect  this  latter  explana- 
tion is  true  at  least  part  of  the 
time.  It  seems  most  consis- 
tent with  my  own  experi- 
ence, and  with  the  reports  of 
many  others. 

It  also  seems  plausible 
to  me  that  life-long  inability 
to  feel  right  about  one's 
body  or  role  in  sexual  situa- 
tions might  often  lead  to 
"persistent  discomfort."  The 
discrepancy  between  what 
one  desperately  wants  and 


what  really  exists  could  easi- 
ly become  intolerable.  Any 
situation  that  aroused  sexual 
feelings  might  then  produce 
intense  sadness  and  longing, 
protective  dissociation  from 
one's  own  body,  or  retreat 
into  autogynephilic  fantasy.  I 
experienced  one  or  more  of 
these  symptoms  virtually 
every  time  I had  a sexual 
thought,  or  participated  in  a 
sexual  act.  To  say  this  creat- 
ed "persistent  discomfort" 
would  be  an  understate- 
ment. 

Of  course,  there  is  much 
more  to  life  than  sex.  But  we 
are  sexual  beings,  and  our 
sexuality  is  intrinsically 
linked  to  our  sense  of  self. 
Nor  are  persons  with  normal 
male  levels  of  testosterone 
able  to  avoid  sexual  feelings 
for  very  long.  When  those 
feelings  collide  with  autogy- 
nephilia, with  an  unaccept- 
able male  body  and  male 
role  expectation,  gender  dys- 
phoria seems  like  a pre- 
dictable result. 

9.  If  autogynephilic  trans- 
sexuals experience  gender 
dysphoria,  why  attribute 
their  transitions  to  sexual 
motives?  Isn't  the  pain  of 
gender  dysphoria  reason 
enough  to  transition? 

Gender  dysphoria  cer- 
tainly can  be  unbearably 
painful,  and  it  undoubtedly 
is  a factor  in  most  transi- 
tions. If  sexual  desire  is  often 
the  carrot  motivating  transi- 
tion, gender  dysphoria  is 
usually  the  stick.  But  for 
autogynephilic  transsexuals, 
I think  the  distinction 
between  sexual  desire  and 
gender  dysphoria  is  usually 
somewhat  academic.  In  my 
opinion,  it  is  more  useful  to 
think  of  them  as  different 
sides  of  the  same  coin. 

10.  Why  should  we  prefer 
Blanchard's  theory  over  the 
simpler  explanation  that 
gender  dysphoria  is  the 
common  etiologic  factor  in 
both  of  his  supposed  types? 

Clinicians  prefer  theo- 
ries that  explain  more  obser- 
vations. Blanchard's  theory 
that  homosexual  and  autog- 
ynephilic transsexuality  com- 
prise two  distinct  types  was 
originally  suggested  by  clin- 
ical observations.  Does  his 
theory  really  have  greater 
explanatory  value  than  one 


that  lumps  the  two  types 
together?  I think  it  does. 

The  concept  of  autogy- 
nephilia  explains  the  obser- 
vation that  non-homosexual 
transsexualism  usually  has  a 
very  different  clinical  course 
than  homosexual  transsexu- 
alism. It  may  also  have 
implications  for  treatment. 
There  continue  to  be  studies 
suggesting  an  increased  like- 
lihood of  postoperative 
regrets  in  transsexuals  who 
are  "non-core,"  (i.e.,  autogy- 
nephilic). Years  ago,  most 
experts  believed  SRS  was  a 
much  riskier  proposition  for 
non-homosexual  transsexu- 
als. Nowadays,  that  is  not  so 
widely  accepted;  and  some 
clinicians  think  autogy- 
nephilic transsexuals  may 
actually  be  at  lower  risk  for 
certain  problems.  Until  these 
issues  are  clarified,  it  seems 
useful  to  hold  onto  the  con- 
cept of  autogynephilia  or 
something  like  it. 

The  theory  of  autogy- 
nephilia also  explains  the 
relationship  between  trans- 
sexuality and  other  cross- 
gender phenomena  such  as 
transgenderism,  transvestic 
fetishism,  and  heterosexual 
crossdressing.  For  this  rea- 
son, psychologist  Michael 
Bailey  has  called  autogy- 
nephilia the  "Unified  Field 
Theory  of  transgenderism." 
In  addition,  by  emphasizing 
that  autogynephilic  trans- 
sexuality is  a type  of  para- 
philia, Blanchard's  theory 
predicts  the  greater  preva- 
lence of  still  other  paraphil- 
ias (notably  sexual  masochism) 
among  autogynephilic  trans- 
sexuals. 

By  recognizing  autogy- 
nephilic transsexualism  as  a 
distinct  entity,  we  also 
emphasize  that  persons  with 
a history  of  autogynephilic 
arousal  can  be  appropriate 
candidates  for  SRS.  His- 
torically, many  autogy- 
nephilic persons  believed 
they  could  not  really  be 
transsexual.  They  thought 
that  because  they  had  been 
sexually  aroused  by  the  idea 
of  being  women,  they  could 
not  qualify  for  SRS  or  would 
not  be  helped  by  it.  Some 
clinicians  who  should  know 
better  still  think  that  way.  It 
is  vital  that  autogynephilic 
persons  and  their  caregivers 
understand  that  autogy- 
nephilia does  not  preclude 
the  diagnosis  of  transsexual- 
ism, and  that  transition  and 


SRS  often  provide  effective 
palliative  treatment  for  auto- 
gynephilic transsexuals. 

11.  Some  of  us  who  fit  the 
autogynephilic  pattern  are 
clear  in  our  own  minds  that 
sexual  desire  had  nothing  to 
do  with  our  decisions  to 
transition.  We  transitioned 
in  order  to  express  our  inner 
personal  identities  as 
women.  Why  do  you  disre- 
gard our  experiences? 

I think  statements  like 
the  above  are  based  on  a 
false  dichotomy.  It  is  entirely 
possible  to  transition  in 
order  to  express  one's  inner 
sense  of  self  and  simultane- 
ously to  have  motivations 
that  are  primarily  sexual.  In 
fact,  I suspect  this  is  proba- 
bly the  most  common  situa- 
tion. While  some  auto- 
gynephilic transsexuals  may 
transition  for  reasons  com- 
pletely unrelated  to  sexual 
desire,  I am  inclined  to 
doubt  this  is  usually  the 
case. 

It  is  hardly  surprising 
some  transsexuals  with  a 
history  of  autogynephilic 
arousal  would  want  to  deny 
their  transitions  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  sexuality. 
We  live  in  a sex-negative  cul- 
ture, and  there  is  little  social 
support  for  affirming  one's 
sexuality.  Shame  and  a 
desire  to  distance  oneself 
from  anything  that  seems 
"too  male"  are  other  possible 
contributing  factors.  In  some 
cases,  denial  of  sexual 
motives  is  probably  both 
accurate  and  appropriate. 
But  in  other  cases,  I suspect 
transsexuals  who  deny  sexu- 
ality played  a part  in  their 
transitions  are  being  less 
than  honest  with  them- 
selves. 

There  are  a few  com- 
mon strategies  autogy- 
nephilic transsexuals  use 
when  they  deny  having  sex- 
ual motives.  One  of  these  is 
to  define  sexuality  very  nar- 
rowly: "What?  You  think  I'd 
give  up  my  career  and  my 
family  for  better  sex?  That's 
ridiculous!"  "Even  if  I knew 
I'd  never  have  another 
orgasm,  I still  would  have 
transitioned."  Well,  I could 
honestly  say  the  same 
things;  but  statements  like 
these  miss  the  point.  There  is 
a lot  more  to  sexuality  than 
just  genital  sex  acts  and 
orgasm. 


Another  way  some 
autogynephilic  transsexuals 
deny  having  sexual  motives 
is  by  emphasizing  their  sup- 
posedly lifelong  internal 
femininity — which  they  be- 
lieve is  unrelated  to  sexuali- 
ty. They  then  say  they 
transitioned  primarily  to 
express  this  hidden  feminine 
identity.  In  some  cases  they 
are  probably  correct.  But  I 
suspect  in  many  cases  this 
internal  femininity  is  noth- 
ing other  than  a direct  out- 
growth of  autogynephilic 
sexual  desire. 

Do  we  autogynephilic 
transsexuals  typically  dem- 
onstrate many  non-sexual 
feminine  tendencies  early  in 
life?  Although  there  are 
undoubtedly  some  excep- 
tions, I think  the  answer  is 
that  usually  we  do  not. 
Many  of  us  may  have  been 
bookish  or  not  especially 
assertive,  or  disinterested  in 
sports.  Perhaps  we  even 
played  with  dolls  a time  or 
two.  We  love  to  emphasize 
things  like  these — which  are 
actually  commonplace  among 
natal  males — as  evidence  of 
our  internal  femininity.  It  is 
only  natural  that  we  should 
look  for  such  early  corrobo- 
rative signs  as  we  retrospec- 
tively try  to  make  sense  of 
our  lives.  But  in  reality,  out- 
side of  our  sexual  interest  in 
feminization,  our  histories 
are  often  well  within  the 
norm  for  non-transsexual 
males — and  they  are  nearly 
always  dramatically  differ- 
ent from  the  histories  of 
homosexual  transsexuals, 
whose  femininity  is  usually 
pervasive,  and  very  obvious. 

I suspect  that  what  is 
actually  most  feminine 
about  many  of  us  autogy- 
nephilic transsexuals,  at  least 
in  the  beginning,  is  our  auto- 
gynephilic image  of  our- 
selves— our  sexual  fascin- 
ation with  the  idea  of  becom- 
ing women.  While  most  of 
us  eventually  do  develop  a 
broader  kind  of  internal  fem- 
ininity, this  often  comes 
much  later,  and  primarily  as 
an  outgrowth  of  our  autogy- 
nephilia. I certainly  don't 
mean  to  disparage  this  sec- 
ondary femininity  some  of 
us  develop.  Although  it 
looks  a bit  different  from  the 
femininity  of  most  natal 
women,  I nonetheless  be- 
lieve it  is  real.  Often  it  saves 
our  lives.  In  fact,  I think 
developing  a viable  feminine 
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persona  constitutes  one  of 
the  best  and  most  creative 
responses  to  the  existential 
dilemma  autogynephilic 
sexuality  poses  for  our  lives. 

But  when  we  transition 
in  order  to  express  this  kind 
of  internal  femininity,  we 
really  are  operating  from 
sexual  motives,  at  least  in 
mv  opinion.  Bv  living  in  role, 
bv  bringing  our  admittedly 
secondary  femininity  into 
the  real  world,  we  can  at  last 
give  concrete  expression  to 
our  sexuality  in  the  largest 
sense  of  that  word.  And  we 
can  do  so  in  a way  that  car- 
ries at  least  the  possibility  of 
reclaiming  our  bodies  and 
our  desires. 


13.  Pursuing  sex  reassign- 
ment for  sexual  reasons 
sounds  selfish,  perverted, 

A and  very  crazy.  How  can 
you  justify  it? 


Since  I prefer  to  define 
sexuality  broadly,  to  me  it 
sounds  creative,  heroic,  and 
lifesaving.  As  we  transition, 
we  autogynephilic  transsex- 
uals create  for  ourselves  our 
own  unique  transsexual 
femininity  This  functions  as 
a kind  of  protective  ex- 
oskeleton for  the  most  vital 
part  of  ourselves,  our  sexual- 
ity. It  allows  us  to  cast  off 
some  of  our  shame,  and  take 
our  vital  centers  into  the  real 
world,  allowing  them  to  live 
and  breathe  and  be  seen. 
Gender  transition  is  an  ele- 
gant and  creative  solution  to 
the  existential  dilemma 
posed  by  autogynephilic 
sexuality. 


14.  What  do  you  mean  when 
you  say  that  autogynephilic 
eroticism  poses  an  existen- 
tial dilemma? 


We  autogynephilic  proto- 
transsexuals must  eventually 
confront  the  fact  that  the 
strongest  feelings  we  know 
are  tied  to  fantasies  of  being 
someone  we  are  not.  The 
emotions  and  desires  that 
make  us  feel  most  alive  seem 
as  though  they  can  never  be 
actualized  or  expressed.  The 
love  and  pride  we  should 
feel  for  our  own  bodies  are 
absent:  at  worst,  our  bodies 
disgust  us;  at  best,  they  are 
unsatisfactory  and  make  us 
long  for  something  different. 
Our  attempts  at  intimacy  are 
undermined  by  the  fact  that 
who  we  seem  to  be  to  others 


is  vastly  different  from  our 
idealized  internal  selves, 
which  ache  to  be  touched 
and  loved  and  genuinely 
seen. 

Our  choices  are  unenvi- 
able. Trying  to  accommodate 
or  compartmentalize  our 
paraphilia  sometimes  works, 
at  least  for  a while.  Many 
strategies  are  available,  and 
most  of  us  try  several. 
Crossdressing  can  be  exhila- 
rating, although  it  provides 
little  lasting  comfort  to  those 
of  us  who  desperately  want 
female  bodies.  Putting  our- 
selves in  all-male  surround- 
ings can  temporarily 
facilitate  our  denial  or 
repression  by  removing  the 
reminders  of  who  we  desire 
to  be.  Throwing  ourselves 
into  our  work,  our  hobbies, 
or  our  art  provides  satisfac- 
tion of  a kind,  and  helps  us 
forget  what  stirs  us  most. 
Habitual  resort  to  fantasy  in 
sexual  situations  is  tempt- 
ing, since  it  provides  us  with 
a brief  respite  from  our 
unhappy  reality.  But  contin- 
ual retreat  into  fantasy 
inevitably  leads  to  shame.  It 
also  precludes  real  connec- 
tion to  others,  and  results  in 
isolation,  emptiness  and 
despair.  Still,  many  of  us 
never  even  consider  our 
other  option,  transitioning; 
or  if  we  consider  it,  we  do 
not  go  forward.  We  let  our 
dreams  languish.  That  is  the 
safe  choice,  the  easy  choice. 
It  is  the  choice  that  lets  us 
keep  our  families,  our  pos- 
sessions, and  our  reputa- 
tions. If  the  price  we  pay  is 
constant  longing  or  emotion- 
al deadness,  we  can  at  least 
console  ourselves  that  many 
others  around  us  are  paying 
the  same  price,  in  their  own 
way.  That  is  the  choice  I 
made  for  thirty  years — and  it 
would  have  been  frighten- 
ingly easy  to  have  kept  on 
making  that  same  choice  for 
thirty  more. 

But,  thanks  to  medical 
technology  and  our  time  in 
history,  we  autogynephiles 
do  have  another  choice.  We 
can  honor  our  strongest  feel- 
ings by  essentially  rebuild- 
ing our  lives  around  our 
paraphilia.  It  is  our  peculiar 
blessing  that  we  are  able  to 
do  so — most  paraphilias  do 
not  really  permit  this  option. 
The  practical  problems  are, 
of  course,  huge.  If  we  try  to 
live  as  women,  we  risk  los- 


ing everything:  our  friends, 
our  jobs,  our  families  and 
our  reputations.  The  discrep- 
ancy between  the  bodies  we 
can  construct  and  the  bodies 
we  desire  is  frequently  a 
source  of  disappointment. 
But  the  greatest  problem  we 
face  is  that,  in  most  cases,  we 
must  create  our  womanhood 
from  the  ground  up.  To 
make  our  transitions  work, 
we  must  try  to  become 
women,  or  the  best  facsimile 
we  can  create.  It's  much  like 
learning  a second  language 
as  an  adult:  difficult,  time- 
consuming,  and  often  frus- 
trating. But  it  has  to  be  done. 
It  is  the  labor  of  a lifetime; 
and  although  we  may 
become  fluent  in  our  second 
language,  we  rarely  lose  our 
accents,  or  pass  as  native 
speakers.  But  if  we  persist, 
we  earn — at  least  in  my 
opinion — the  right  to  call 
ourselves  women. 

Although  our  losses  are 
often  great,  the  rewards  for 
our  efforts  are  many.  The 
most  obvious  of  these  is  that 
we  can  give  expression  to 
our  most  intense  feelings:  we 
get  to  move  through  life  feel- 
ing truly  alive.  Part  of  this, 
undeniably,  is  the  palpable 
sexual  frisson  we  feel  when 
we  see  our  own  images,  or 
when  someone  treats  us  as 
the  women  we  have  always 
wished  to  be.  Part  of  it  is  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
we  have  actively  created  our 
lives,  and  have  not  been 
mere  passive  victims  of  a 
fate  we  did  not  choose.  And 
beyond  this,  we  get  to  live  as 
women,  which  is  its  own 
reward.  Many  of  us  find  that 
it  is  better  and  richer  than  we 
ever  could  have  dreamed.  It 
becomes  our  entrance  ticket 
to  true  humanity.  It  is  so 
good  that  it  becomes  easy  for 
us  to  forget  the  path  by 
which  we  came.  Many  of  us 
do  forget. 

So  that  is  our  choice:  to 
live  safe,  respectable  lives 
and  lose  our  souls;  or  to 
honor  our  strongest  feelings 
and  risk  losing  everything 
else,  in  pursuit  of  self-made 
womanhood.  That  is  our 
existential  dilemma. 

15.  You  have  reportedly  said 
gender  transition  for  an 
autogynephilic  transsexual 
is  sometimes  comparable  to 
"lifestyle"  BD/SM  for  a 


sadomasochist.  Do  you  real- 
ly believe  this? 

Consider  the  following  quo- 
tation: 


I’m  happier  now  than  I 
ever  have  been.  Most  people 
I meet  are  living  their 
lives  dreaming  dreams  of 
what  they  wish  could  happen 
to  them,  what  they  wish  they 
could  be,  and  they’re  not 
pursuing  those  dreams.  I 
pursued  my  dream.  I’ve  gone 
for  what  I really  wanted  in 
my  life,  and  I’ve  gotten  it. 

-Brame,  Brame,  & Jacobs, 
1993,  p.  179 

It  sounds  like  a typical 
comment  from  a postopera- 
tive transsexual,  doesn't  it? 
But  it  was  actually  written 
by  a non-transsexual  woman 
living  as  a permanent  sub- 
missive in  a lifestyle  BD/SM 
relationship. 

I think  the  analogy  is 
obvious:  sometimes  one's 
paraphilic  sexuality  is  suffi- 
ciently compelling  that  one 
decides  to  build  one's  whole 
life  around  it.  Of  course, 
both  transsexuality  and 
lifestyle  BD/SM  are  more 
complex  than  this  compari- 
son suggests.  Even  in  the 
qualified  form  above,  the 
analogy  should  be  seen  as  a 
kind  of  rhetorical  oversim- 
plification. But  it  does  serve 
to  remind  us  that  in  many 
cases,  sexual  desire  under- 
lies gender  transition. 

26.  Your  essay  on  autogy- 
nephilia  has  disturbed  a lot 
of  transsexuals,  who  are 
now  having  doubts  about 
the  legitimacy  of  their  tran- 
sitions. Why  do  you  insist 
on  upsetting  your  transsex- 
ual sisters? 

When  I discovered 
Blanchard's  writings  about 
autogynephilia,  I was  over- 
joyed to  find  a theory  that 
spoke  so  strongly  to  my 
internal  experience,  but  it 
took  me  some  time  to  under- 
stand that  Blanchard's  ideas 
in  no  way  threatened  the 
legitimacy  of  my  transsexu- 
ality and  that  they  did  not 
preclude  the  possibility  of 
my  making  a successful  gen- 
der transition.  Until  I 
resolved  these  issues  in  my 
own  mind,  I was  admittedly 
somewhat  uneasy. 

My  goal  in  writing 
about  autogynephilia  was  to 
facilitate  the  transitions  of 


those  who  might  also  have 
discovered  autogynephilic 
feelings  within  themselves.  I 
hoped  to  show  autogy- 
nephilia  was  consistent  with 
"genuine"  transsexualism, 
and  to  explain  in  practical 
and  philosophical  terms 
why  autogynephilia  was  not 
incompatible  with  successful 
transition.  If  my  essay  has 
had  the  effect  of  making 
some  people  with  autogy- 
nephilic feelings  doubt  they 
should  transition,  this  was 
certainly  not  my  intention. 

I believe  persons  who 
find  the  concept  of  autogy- 
nephilia greatly  upsetting 
should  consider  discussing 
their  feelings  with  a quali- 
fied gender  therapist  or  with 
a sympathetic  friend  or  peer 
counselor. 
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with  Deuteronomy 


Do  you  know  any  religious 
crossdressers?  I am  contin- 
ually amazed  at  the  depth  of 
religious  feelings  expressed  by  many 
in  the  transgender  community  Few 
crossdressers  are  fence-sitters  when  it 
comes  to  God. 

Many  have  very  intense  and 
well-articulated  religious  convic- 
tions. Quite  a few  were  raised  in  reli- 
gious homes,  were  active  in  their 
churches  as  youths  (often  they 
remain  so),  even  though  they  real- 
ized their  need  to  crossdress  at  an 
early  age.  Some  even  spent  time 
studying  the  book  of  Deuteronomy 
and  eventually  stumbled  across 
Deut.  22:5. 

The  woman  shall  not  wear  that 
which  pertains  unto  a man, 
neither  shall  a man  put  on  a woman’s 
garment:  for  all  that  do 
so  are  abomination  unto  the 
Lord  thy  God. 

In  particular,  I think  of  a cross- 
dresser who,  as  a small-town  altar 
boy,  was  devastated  by  this  verse. 


with  no  one  there  to 
help  her  work  through 
it.  In  fact,  the  one  per- 
son she  shared  her  con- 
cerns with  only  made 
things  worse.  Even- 
tually, an  emotional 
furor  resulted  when  her 
mother  discovered  she 
was  crossdressing.  She 
was  essentially  thrown 
out  of  her  family  and 
virtually  all  family  con- 
tacts were  severed. 

Although  she  is 
shunned  by  her  family 
even  today,  this  cross- 
dresser clearly  loves  the 
Lord  in  spite  of  all  that  has  hap- 
pened. There  is  a sweet  spirit  about 
her  that  obviously  comes  from  God, 
and  she  still  loves  and  cares  for  her 
family,  even  though  they  have  reject- 
ed her. 

Many  crossdressers  have  been 
thrown  out  of  their  churches  after 
coming  out.  In  fact,  the  relatively 
large  number  who  are  totally 
shunned  by  their  churches  or  their 
families,  supposedly  for  reasons  of 
Christian  ethics,  is  appalling.  In  such 
instances,  one  is  forced  to  ask, 
"Where  is  Christian  love?"  How  can 
a truly  Christian  family  be  fractured 
by  crossdressing?  Where  is  the 
unconditional  acceptance  and  love 
that  God  offers  to  all  who  ask? 

The  fact  is,  most  Bible-believing 
Christians  seldom  if  ever  discuss  the 
book  of  Deuteronomy.  Virtually  no 
attention  is  given  to  Deut.  22:5  or  its 
implications  for  believers  today. 
Crossdressing  is  simply  not  a topic  of 
interest  to  most  believers  unless  they 
are  directly  confronted  by  a member 
of  their  family  who  is  so  inclined. 
Then  the  family  response  is  often 
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more  emotional  than  rational;  it  is 
often  based  more  on  fear  or  tradition 
than  on  Biblical  facts. 

But  what  are  the  facts?  What  did 
the  Lord  really  mean  in  Deut.  22:5? 
Why  is  that  verse  there  and  what 
does  it  mean  for  believers  today? 

To  be  honest,  I doubt  that  we  can 
fully  understand,  but  many  believers 
have  gone  before  us  and  have  strug- 
gled just  as  we  struggle.  So  we  are 
not  alone  in  our  search  for  truth,  and 
it  is  reasonable  to  begin  by  reviewing 
what  experts  before  us  have  said. 

WHAT  DO  THE 
EXPERTS  SAY? 

In  the  preface  of  Matthew 
Henry's  New  One  Volume  Com- 
mentary on  the  Whole  Bible,  the  pub- 
lisher states,  "For  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years  [Matthew  Henry's]  has 
been  the  most  widely  used  of  all 
Bible  Commentaries."  Henry,  clearly 
one  of  the  more  highly-regarded 
Bible  scholars,  provides  the  follow- 
ing insight: 

Here  are  several  laws  in  these 
verses  which  seem  to  stoop  very  low, 
and  to  take  cognizance  of  things 
mean  and  minute. 

I.  The  distinction  of  sexes  by  the  apparel 
is  to  be  kept  up,  for  the  preservation  of 
our  own  and  our  neighbor’s  chastity  {v.  5.}. 

1.  Some  think  it  refers  to  the  idola- 
trous custom  of  the  Gentiles:  in  the  wor- 
ship of  Venus,  women  appeared  in  armor, 
and  men  in  women’s  clothes. 

2.  It  forbids  the  confounding  of  the 
dispositions  and  affairs  of  the  sexes. 
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3.  Probably  this  confounding  of  gar- 
ments had  been  used  to  gain  opportunity 
of  committing  uncleanness,  and  is  there- 
fore forbidden. 

J.  Vernon  McGee,  a contempo- 
rary Bible  scholar,  is  widely  regarded 
as  conservative,  but  is  not  particular- 
ly outspoken  on  Deut.  22:5.  His  com- 
ments are  more  anecdotal  in  nature: 

“Someone  will  say  this  does  not 
apply  to  us  today  because  we  are  not 
under  the  Law.  That  is  true.  However,  all 
these  laws  which  we  are  studying  do  lay 
down  certain  principles  which  we  do  well 
to  notice.  I may  be  out  of  step  with  the 
times,  but  I believe  it  is  still  true  today  that 
a woman  looks  better  dressed  as  a 
woman,  and  a man  looks  better  dressed 
as  a man.” 

He  illustrates  his  point  by 
describing  a time  he  and  his  wife 
were  visiting  San  Francisco  and 
passed  a little  Volkswagen  contain- 
ing crossdressed  passengers:  "That 
man  looked  like  a woman,  and  the 
woman  like  a man."  Apparently,  they 


weren't  very  passable.  It's  important 
to  note,  however,  that  McGee  agrees 
we  are  not  under  the  Law  today,  and 
that  we  have  freedom  in  Christ. 

David  F.  Payne  is  more  to  the  point: 

There  is  good  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  law  of  verse  5 is  not  concerned 
with  the  mild  sexual  aberration  known  as 
transvestism,  but  is  a repudiation  of  cer- 
tain pagan  religious  practices  of  that  era; 
so  this  law  is  no  more  a fashion  guide  for 
today  than  is  the  law  about  [tassels]  in 
verse  12.  These  tassels,  whatever  their 
origin,  were  intended  as  a visible 
reminder  to  every  Israelite  of  his  duty  to 
obey  God’s  laws  (cf.  Numbers  15:37-41). 
In  effect,  they  made  Israelites  distinctive 
in  their  dress. 

Payne  never  explains  his  "good 
reason,"  but  he  does  draw  two  con- 
clusions: (1)  Christians  ought  to  be 
distinctive  in  society;  and  (2)  the  dis- 
tinctive characteristics  ought  to  be 
internal  rather  than  external. 

Roehrs  and  Franzmann  simply 
state,  "Wearing  apparel  of  the  oppo- 


site sex  was  an  'abomination  to  the 
Lord'  because  it  was  the  vogue 
among  the  Canaanite  fertility  wor- 
shipers." 

Watts,  in  his  discussion  of 
Deuteronomy  in  The  Broadman  Bible 
Commentary  arrives  at  a similar  con- 
clusion: 

The  designation  of  the  behavior  pro- 
hibited in  verse  5 as  [an  abomination  to 
the  Lord]  stamps  it  as  of  more  than  pass- 
ing importance.  This  usually  indicates  a 
practice  which  endangers  the  purity  of 
worship  in  Israel.  The  much  later  writings 
of  Lucian  of  Samosata  describe  practice 
very  much  like  this  in  the  worship  of 
Astarte 

Silver  focuses  on  the  historical 
context  in  which  the  Torah  was  writ- 
ten. He  doesn't  have  much  to  say 
about  Deut.  22:5,  but  the  issue  of  sep- 
aration of  Israel  and  Canaanite  fertil- 
ity worshipers  is  an  important  theme. 
He  also  distinguishes  between  three 
codes  of  law  in  the  Pentateuch:  the 
Book  of  the  Covenant  (Exodus  20-23), 
the  Holiness  Code  (Lev  19-26),  and 
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the  Deuteronomic  Code  (Deut.  5-28). 
He  further  suggests  that  the 
Deuteronomic  Code  was  written  by 
later  authors  than  Moses  and  after 
the  time  of  Josiah,  making  it  primar- 
ily a response  to  current  issues  of  that 
day  in  Israel. 

FERTILITY  WORSHIP 
AND  PAGANISM 

The  association  of  fertility  wor- 
ship with  Deut.  22:5  is  a common 
thread  among  these  experts, 
although  they  provide  few  details 
from  primary  references.  While  the 
Old  Testament  repeatedly  and 
emphatically  forbids  fertility  wor- 
ship, few  details  are  available  and 
many  of  the  more  detailed  descrip- 
tions apparently  refer  to  later  times. 
Some  scholars  suggest,  however,  that 
Canaanite  fertility  worship  was 
probably  similar  at  the  time  Deut. 
22:5  was  written. 

It  is  interesting  that  Deut.  22:5 
objects  to  female-to-male  crossdress- 
ing along  with  male-to-female,  and 
that  female-to-male  is  listed  first. 
This  in  itself  suggests  that  this  verse 
is  motivated  by  more  than  simple 
crossdressing  as  commonly  enjoyed 
today.  According  to  Gordon,  Ugaritic 
literature  includes  many  instances 
where  crossdressing  was  used  by 
their  gods  and  heroes  for  deceptive 
purposes.  He  suggests,  "The  strong 
Hebrew  antipathy  [for  crossdressing] 
may  be  due  to  reaction  against 
Canaanite  usage  as  reflected  in 
Ugaritic  literature"  (Brackets  are 
mine). 

On  the  one  hand,  female-to-male 
dressing  was  associated  with  decep- 
tion and  perversion  of  war,  a mascu- 
line activity.  Ugaritic  literature 
includes,  for  example,  an  epic  about 
a king  named  Daniel  (mentioned  in 
Ezekiel  14  as  a righteous  man  of  old, 
not  the  prophet  in  the  book  of  Daniel) 
who  had  a wife  Danatai,  a daughter 
Pughat  (also  referred  to  as  "Puah"), 
and  a son,  Aqhat,  who  was  killed  by 
the  goddess  Anath  after  he  refused  to 


sell  his  bow  to  her  (Gordon,  1962)  . 
Anath,  the  goddess  of  battle  and  the 
chase,  killed  him  because  she  covet- 
ed his  weapon.  After  receiving 
Daniel's  blessing,  Puah  makes  her- 
self ceremonially  fit  as  a male  hero  by 
washing,  rouging  herself,  arming 
herself,  and  dressing  as  a male.  She 
then  wears  a woman's  dress  over  her 
male  attire  and  conceals  her  sword  to 
gain  advantage  as  she  takes  revenge 
for  her  brother's  death. 

On  the  other  hand,  male-to- 
female  dressing  was  associated  with 
Astarte  priests  and  at  later  dates  with 
Cybele,  the  ancient  Oriental-Greek- 
Roman  diety,  also  known  under 
many  other  names,  including  that  of 
the  Great  Mother  of  the  Gods  or  the 
Great  Idaean  Mother  of  the  Gods. 

In  all  her  aspects,  Roman,  Greek, 
and  Oriental,  the  Great  Mother  was  char- 
acterized by  essentially  the  same  quali- 
ties. Most  prominent  among  them  was 
her  universal  motherhood.  She  was 
called  the  Mountain  Mother;  her  sanctu- 
aries were  almost  invariably  upon  moun- 
tains, and  frequently  in  caves;  lions  were 
her  faithful  companions.  Her  especial 
affinity  with  wild  nature  was  manifested 
by  the  orgiastic  character  of  her  worship. 
Her  priests,  the  Galli,  were  eunuchs 
attired  in  female  garb,  with  long  hair  fra- 
grant with  ointment.  Together  with  priest- 
esses, they  celebrated  her  rites  with  wild 
music  and  dancing  until  their  frenzied 
excitement  found  its  culmination  in  self- 
scourging,  self-laceration,  or  exhaustion. 
Self-emasculation  sometimes  accompa- 
nied this  delirium  of  worship  on  the  part 
of  candidates  for  the  priesthood. 

— Encyclopedia  Brittanica 

The  Old  Testament  contains 
numerous  references  to  "high  places" 
associated  with  Astarte  and  Attis, 
other  names  for  the  Great  Mother, 
and  always  associated  with  orgiastic 
idolatry.  Similar  behavior  can  still  be 
found  today  among  the  hijras  of 
India  in  their  worship  of  Bahuchara 
Mata. 


Canaanite  religion  focused  on 
Baal  and  Astarte,  who  were  their  fer- 
tility gods.  Weber,  in  his  book  Ancient 
Judaism,  goes  into  some  detail  about 
the  nature  of  the  Canaanite  fertility 
religion  and,  in  particular,  the  fight  of 
Yahwism  against  Orgiasticism: 

Like  most  ancient  agricultural  cults, 
those  of  Baal  were  and  remained  orgias- 
tic, specifically  of  a sexual  and  alcoholic 
character.  Ritualistic  cohabitation  on  the 
field  as  homeopathic  fertility  charm,  the 
alcoholic  and  dance  orgy  with  unavoid- 
ably ensuing  sexual  promiscuity,  later 
tempered  to  sacrificial  meal,  singing 
dance,  and  sacred  harlotry  are  fully 
ascertainable  as  original  elements  also  of 
the  Israelite  agricultural  cults.  The 
residues  are  plain.  The  sexually  orgiastic 
character  of  the  gay  Baal  cults  of  old  is 
shown  by  the  “dance  around  the  golden 
calf.”  According  to  tradition,  Moses  raised 
an  outcry  against  this,  the  prophets 
against  “whoredom.”  The  cultic  dances 
left  traces  throughout.  There  were  hiero- 
dulae  (hekdesh)  expressly  documented 
in  the  legal  collections,  in  the  legends 
Tamar)  and  by  the  prophets.  The  female 
companion,  (the  Baalat)  was  identical 
with  Astarte,  who  in  turn  was  identical 
with  the  Babylonian  Istar,  goddess  of  the 
sexual  sphere.  From  the  cults  of  Baal 
during  this  fusion  with  Yahwe,  sexual 
orgiasticism  invaded  the  Yahwe  cults. 
The  existence  of  hierodulae  is  also 
ascertained  for  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem. 

The  advocates  of  pure  Yahwism 
passionately  fought  the  alcoholic,  espe- 
cially the  sexual  orgiasticism  of  the  Baal 
cults  and  their  religious  influence  ...  to 
serve  the  Baals,  means,  once  and  for  all, 
“to  go  a whoring  after  them.” 

Thus,  there  was  concerted  effort 
among  the  Hebrews  to  distance  the 
worship  of  Yahwe  from  Ugaritic  reli- 
gion and  all  activities  associated  with 
it,  such  as  crossdressing.  This  is  logi- 
cal, since  both  Judaism  and 
Christianity  are  primarily  ascetic. 
Their  focus  on  self-sacrifice,  holy 
meditation,  and  aversion  to  all  hedo- 
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nistic  practices  is 
incompatible  with 
fertility  worship. 

Weber  goes  on 
to  point  out: 

All  forms  of  sexu- 
al intercourse,  tabooed 
as  orgiastic,  incestu- 
ous, or  perverse 
come  primarily  though 
not  alone  under  the 
Yahwistic  concept  of 
“folly”  (Gen.  34:7, 

Deut.  22:21)....  All 
specifically  Israelite 
regulations  of  sexual 
fore,  are  not  ethical 
nature. 

Since  the  Hebrew  focus  was  on 
worship  and  obedience  to  God's 
commands,  it  is  more  reasonable  to 
view  Deut.  22:5  as  a logical  extension 
to  the  first  of  the  Ten  Command- 
ments, "Thou  shalt  have  no  other 
gods  before  me"  (Exodus  20:3),  than 
as  a repudiation  of  crossdressing  per 
se.  Insofar  as  crossdressing  was  syn- 
onomous  with  Canaanite  paganism 
at  that  time,  it  would  surely  have 
been  "an  abomination  unto  the 
Lord."  Since  the  primary  Israeli  con- 
cern was  to  avoid  the  worship  of 
false  gods  and  any  association  with 
them,  this  would  include  crossdress- 
ing, since  it  was  associated  with  the 
mythology  of  the  Ugaritic  gods  and 
their  worship. 

EUNUCHS  AS  EXAMPLES 

The  Biblical  treatment  of  eunuchs 
has  implications  for  crossdressing. 
Deuteronomy  23:1  specifically 
excludes  eunuchs  from  entering  into 
the  congregation  of  the  Lord.  Yet  in 
Isaiah  56:4-5  eunuchs  are  restored  to 
a place  within  God's  house  and 
"within  my  walls  a place  and  a name 
better  than  of  sons  and  of  daughters. 
I will  give  them  an  everlasting  name, 
that  shall  not  be  cut  off." 


SINCE  THE 
HEBREW  FOCUS 
WAS  ON  WORSHIP 
AND  OBEDIENCE 
TO  GOD’S 
COMMANDS,  IT 
IS  MORE 

REASONABLE  TO 
VIEW  DEUT.  22:5 
AS  A LOGICAL 
EXTENSION  TO 
THE  FIRST  OF 
THE  TEN 

COMMANDMENTS, 
“THOU  SHALT 
HAVE  NO  OTHER 
GODS  BEFORE 
ME”  (EXODUS 
20:3),  THAN  AS  A 
REPUDIATION  OF 
CROSSDRESSING 
PER  SE. 


In  Matthew 
19:12,  Jesus 
says,  "There  be 
eunuchs,  which 
have  made 
themselves 
eunuchs  for  the 
kingdom  of 
heaven's  sake," 
suggesting  that 
such  an  act 
could  actually 
further  God's 
plan.  In  Acts 
8:27-39,  we 
have  the  record 
of  Philip  giving  the  Gospel  to  the 
Ethiopian,  a eunuch  of  great  authori- 
ty under  Candace,  queen  of  the 
Ethiopians. 

What  happened  to  change  the 
exclusive  position  described  in  Deuter- 
onomy to  that  expressed  in  Isaiah  and 
the  New  Testament?  In  all  probabili- 
ty, at  the  time  of  Deuteronomy,  cas- 
tration was  exclusively  associated  with 
Canaanite  fertility  worship.  These 
eunuchs  were  dedicated  to  the 
Ugaritic  gods.  By  the  time  of  Isaiah, 
there  were  a number  of  Hebrew 
eunuchs  resulting  from  the 
Babylonian  captivity,  and  some  of 
these  eunuchs  were  quite  outstand- 
ing (e.g.,  the  prophets  Daniel,  Ezra 
and  Nehemiah).  These  men  were  not 
only  eunuchs,  but  also  completely 
devoted  to  Yahwe,  the  nation  Israel, 
and  the  restoration  of  Jerusalem. 
Their  heart  attitudes  were  respected 
by  God  and  by  the  Jews.  Neither  the 
Lord  nor  Isaiah  would  reject  them 
from  that  relationship  they  deserved 
through  their  demonstrated  faith  and 
perseverance. 

FREEDOM  IN  CHRIST 
AND  ITS  LIMITS 

It's  important  to  understand  that 
God  loves  us  despite  anything  we 
may  have  done  or  may  do  in  the 
future.  God's  love  is  unconditional;  it 
doesn't  depend  on  us  or  our  actions. 
Sin  separates  us  from  God,  but  God 


processes,  there- 
but  ritualistic  in 
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unconditionally  loves  every  sinner. 
Romans  3:8  says  “While  we  were  yet 
sinners,  Christ  died  for  us."  The 
Apostle  Paul  also  points  out  that 
Christ  died  for  us  although  we  were 
God's  enemies. 

It's  also  important  to  understand 
that  believers  have  great  freedom.  In 
Romans,  the  Apostle  Paul  explains 
how  faith  in  Christ  frees  us  from  the 
bondage  of  sin.  Through  faith,  we  are 
free  to  experience  a personal  relation- 
ship with  God,  to  live  righteously,  to 
sen  e and  please  God,  and  to  experi- 
ence and  love  each  other.  In  Romans, 
Paul  explains  that  Jesus  is  the  "sec- 
ond Adam,"  who  makes  it  possible 
for  us  to  become  spiritually  alive  to 
God. 

Our  freedom  in  Christ  is  based 
upon  God's  unconditional  love  and 
the  finished  work  of  Christ  on  the 
Cross;  this  freedom  is  quite  liberal  if 
we  only  have  the  courage  to  appro- 
priate it  into  our  lives.  In  fact,  our 
freedom  in  Christ  is  much  greater 
than  most  of  us  ever  realize  or  dare  to 
enjoy  because  we  don't  even  have  the 
faith  of  a tiny  mustard  seed.  How 
often  do  we  use  our  faith  to  move 
mountains? 

The  Lord,  however,  is  not  limited 
by  our  self-doubts  and  the  human 
frailties  which  limit  our  expectations, 
hopes,  and  dreams.  So  Christ  boldly 
broke  through  many  barriers,  includ- 
ing gender  barriers  (e.g.,  His 
encounter  with  the  Samaritan 
woman)  in  part  to  show  He  wants  us 
to  understand  how  much  freedom 
we  really  have,  if  we  are  only  willing 
to  accept  it. 

Our  lack  of  faith  can  limit  our 
freedom,  since  "whatsoever  is  not  of 
faith  is  sin"(Romans  14:23) — but  this 
is  not  the  Lord's  intention  or  desire 
for  us.  In  fact,  we  are  free  from  the 
Old  Testament  ceremonial  law,  but 
only  if  we  truly  believe  we  are  free.  In 
order  to  enjoy  the  freedom  of  cross- 
dressing, we  must  believe  that  it  is 
not  sin  for  us.  For  example,  can  we 
pray  in  faith  while  crossdressed?  Can 
we  study  the  Bible  crossdressed?  Is 


the  Spirit  hindered  or  free  in  us  when 
we  worship  crossdressed  and  express 
our  feminine  or  masculine  sides?  (It 
can  be  a dramatically  emancipating 
experience.  The  Metropolitan 
Community  Church,  and  doubtless 
other  demoninations,  openly  wel- 
come crossdressers). 

If  we  lack  this  faith,  or  we  are  not 
spiritually  free  to  participate  in  Bible 
study  while  dressed,  or  we  cannot 
worship  freely  when  crossdressed, 
then  it  is  probably  a sin  for  us  to 
crossdress. 

In  Acts  15,  the  early  church  dealt 
with  circumcision  and  the  ceremoni- 
al law.  It  concluded  that  gentiles 
should  not  be  subject  to  this  law 
(including  Deut.  22:5): 

For  it  seemed  good  to  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  to  us,  to  lay  upon  you  no 
greater  burden  than  these  necessary 
things;  that  you  abstain  from  meats 
offered  to  idols,  and  from  blood,  and  from 
things  strangled,  and  from  fornication: 
from  which  if  you  keep  yourselves,  you 
shall  do  well.  [Acts  15:29] 

INSOFAR  AS 
CROSSDRESSING 
WAS  SYN- 
ONOMOUS  WITH 
CANAANITE 
PAGANISM  AT 
THAT  TIME,  IT 
WOULD  SURELY 
HAVE  BEEN  “AN 
ABOMINATION 
UNTO  THE  LORD.” 

Thus,  today's  believers  are  com- 
manded to  avoid  foods  offered  to 
idols,  the  consumption  of  blood  or  of 
animals  slaughtered  by  strangula- 
tion, and  to  avoid  fornication.  The 


early  church  leaders  in  Jerusalem  rec- 
ognized that  they  themselves  and 
their  Hebrew  ancestors  were  never 
able  to  keep  the  ceremonial  law. 
Moreover,  they  were  unwilling  to 
impose  it  upon  gentile  believers  of 
that  day.  So  why  should  we  impose  it 
upon  ourselves  today? 

Through  faith  in  Christ  we  are 
freed  not  only  from  Deut.  22:5,  but 
from  all  other  ceremonial  laws 
described  in  Leviticus  and  Deuteron- 
omy. The  Apostle  Paul  goes  on  to 
explain  that  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of 
life  in  Christ  Jesus  frees  us  from  the 
law  of  sin  and  death  (Romans  8:1).  In 
Galatians,  Paul  points  out,  "for  in 
Jesus  Christ  neither  circumcision 
avails  anything,  nor  uncircumcision; 
but  faith  which  works  by  love"  (Gal. 
6:6). 

In  Romans  3:29,  Paul  points  out 
that  the  true  believer  is  one  whose 
spiritual  heart  is  circumcised,  not  his 
body,  so  that  obedience  is  a matter  of 
attitude  (e.g.,  humility)  rather  than 
strict  obedience  to  ceremonial  law. 

The  failure  of  believers  to  recog- 
nize the  abolition  of  ceremonial  law 
actually  diminishes  the  work  of 
Christ.  Paul  clearly  expresses  this 
point  in  Ephesians  2:15  and 
Colossians  2:14.  In  Col.  2:16  Paul 
challenges  believers  further  on  this 
point:  "Let  no  man  therefore  judge 
you  in  meat,  or  in  drink,  or  in  respect 
of  an  holy  day,  or  of  the  new  moon, 
or  of  the  sabbath  days."  In  other 
words,  failure  to  recognize  our  free- 
dom from  the  ceremonial  law  shows 
a lack  of  faith.  Believers  should  not 
allow  others  to  judge  us  for  not 
observing  them. 

Similarly,  the  writer  of  Hebrews 
is  equally  strong  in  pointing  out  the 
abolition  of  ceremonial  law  (see 
Hebrews  7:18,  8:13,  10:1,  12:27).  Not 
only  is  the  ceremonial  law  abolished 
by  the  death,  burial,  and  resurrection 
of  Jesus  Christ,  but  also  the  Old 
Testament  Levitical  priesthood  and 
the  sacrificial  system.  Thus,  this 
author  also  strongly  supports  the 
position  that  the  ceremonial  law  is 
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not  applicable  to  believers  today  and 
that  failure  to  recognize  this  fact  on 
the  part  of  believers  clearly  diminish- 
es the  work  of  Christ. 

Through  faith  in  Christ,  we  are 
free  from  the  ceremonial  law,  and  the 
law  of  sin  and  death,  but  only  if  we 
believe.  For  this  reason,  Jesus  told 
those  who  came  to  Him  for  healing, 
"Your  faith  has  made  you  whole" 
(Mat.  9:22,  Mark  5:34,  10:52,  Luke 
8:48, 17:19).  Even  today,  it  is  our  faith 
in  a risen  Christ  which  heals  us,  and 
which  frees  us  from  guilt  and  from 
the  ceremonial  law. 

Although  faith  in  Christ  gives  us 
great  freedom,  it  does  not  follow  that 
we  are  free  to  sin.  Paul  makes  this 
point  very  clearly  in  Romans  6,  and 
this  principle  applies  to  believers 
regardless  of  their  dress.  "We  must 
remain  free  from  sexual  impurity  and 
we  are  enjoined  to  obey  the  law  in 
which  Christ  commanded  that  we 
love  one  another"  (John  15:17).  As 
believers,  we  must  place  the  needs  of 
our  significant  others  and  other  fam- 
ily members  ahead  of  our  own.  This 
is  how  we  show  our  love  for  them.  As 
a consequence,  it  may  mean  that  we 
not  crossdress  or  that  we  limit  our 
crossdressing  if  it  hurts  our  signifi- 
cant others  or  interferes  significantly 
with  our  roles  and  our  responsibili- 
ties to  our  children.  It  may  be  neces- 
sary for  our  children  to  grow  up  and 
leave  home  before  crossdressing  can 
become  a reality  in  our  homes. 
Certainly,  crossdressing  is  more  flexi- 
ble in  empty  nests,  if  our  spouses 
agree. 

Crossdressing  cannot  be  allowed 
to  jeopardize  our  marriage  vows. 
After  all,  marriage  is  an  institution 
created  by  God,  and  by  definition, 
loving  our  spouses  requires  that  we 
give  them  priority  over  our  personal 
needs.  Christ  is  our  example,  and  He 
gave  His  life  for  His  bride,  the 
Church.  Applying  the  same  principle 
of  love,  we  should  be  willing  to  sacri- 
fice our  lives  too;  certainly  we  are 
obliged  to  sacrifice  crossdressing  if 
our  significant  others  do  not  agree. 


DRESSING  WITH  DIGNITY 

In  Romans  14,  the  Apostle  Paul 
describes  our  responsibilities  to 
weaker  believers.  Freedom  from  the 
law  and  from  sin  does  not  imply  free- 
dom to  sin  or  to  cause  other  weaker 
believers  to  stumble.  Paul  uses  the 
example  of  eating  anything  judged 
unclean  by  a weaker  believer  (e.g., 
pork:  "I  know,  and  am  persuaded  by 
the  Lord  Jesus,  that  there  is  nothing 

IT’S  IMPORTANT 
TO  UNDERSTAND 
THAT  GOD  LOVES 
US  DESPITE 
ANYTHING  WE 
MAY  HAVE  DONE 
OR  MAY  DO  IN 
THE  FUTURE. 
GOD’S  LOVE  IS 
UNCONDITIONAL; 
IT  DOESN’T 
DEPEND  ON  US 
OR  OUR  ACTIONS. 
SIN  SEPARATES 
US  FROM  GOD, 
BUT  GOD 
UNCONDITIONALLY 
LOVES  EVERY 
SINNER. 

unclean  of  itself:  but  to  him  that 
esteems  anything  to  be  unclean,  to 
him  it  is  unclean."  (Romans  14:14)  By 
faith,  even  meat  sacrificed  to  idols 
may  be  acceptable,  but  not  if  its  con- 
sumption is  a problem  for  another 
believer  who  does  not  have  sufficient 
faith  to  believe  it  is  clean. 


Application  to  crossdressing  sug- 
gests the  following.  First,  we  should 
not  deliberately  generate  controver- 
sy. Since  some  people  assume  that  all 
crossdressers  are  immoral,  regardless 
of  how  they  dress,  it  is  useful  to  limit 
our  exposure  to  those  who  have  a 
need  to  know.  It  is  also  helpful  to 
limit  our  crossdressing  venues  to 
those  which  are  less  likely  to  be  con- 
troversial (e.g.,  large  metropolitan 
areas).  While  some  may  object  to 
these  limitations  as  being  deceptive,  I 
cannot  agree.  After  all,  the  Lord  also 
applies  limitations  in  the  Bible.  Holy 
Scripture  only  contains  those  things 
we  really  need  to  know;  it  doesn't  tell 
us  everything.  Moreover,  scriptural 
truth  is  revealed  only  to  those  who 
really  want  to  know. 

Second,  we  should  dress  with 
dignity  to  avoid  the  appearance  of 
evil.  Ultimately,  appropriate  dress  is 
a matter  of  personal  conscience  and 
faith,  but  when  in  doubt,  it  never 
hurts  to  ask  a significant  other  or 
another  crossdresser.  Exhibitionism, 
whether  in  male  or  female  attire,  is 
usually  controversial  and  often 
illegal,  so  why  not  seek  to  dress 
appropriately  and  at  least  avoid 
offending  those  who  are  willing  to 
respond  appropriately? 

CONCLUSIONS 

Interpretation  by  Old  Testament 
scholars  indicates  that  crossdressing 
in  itself  is  not  a sin  as  long  as  this 
activity  is  not  part  of  a pagan  ritual  or 
it  does  not  lead  to  sexual  impurity. 
Most  likely  the  original  intent  of  the 
ceremonial  law  was  to  forbid  cross- 
dressing, as  it  was  associated  with 
Canaanite  agricultural  cults. 

The  earliest  references  to 
eunuchs  exclude  them  from  temple 
worship,  probably  because  this  prac- 
tice was  at  first  associated  exclusively 
with  pagan  ritual.  In  later  references, 
eunuchs  are  allowed,  possibly 
because  some  Hebrews  were  made 
eunuchs  during  the  Babylon  captivi- 
ty, but  were  still  believers. 


Transgender  Tapestry  #92  • 35 


OUR  FREEDOM  IN 
CHRIST  IS  BASED 
UPON  GOD'S 
UNCONDITIONAL 
LOVE  ...THIS  FREE- 
DOM IS  QUITE  LIB- 
ERAL IF  WE  ONLY 
HAVE  THE 
COURAGE  TO 
APPROPRIATE  IT 
INTO  OUR  LIVES. 

Acceptance  in  Christ  is  extended  to 
all  by  faith.  None  are  excluded,  not 
even  crossdressers  or  transsexuals. 

Controversy  in  the  early  church 
surrounding  the  applicability  of  cere- 
monial law  to  gentiles  reveals  that  we 
are  free  from  the  ceremonial  law 
described  in  Deuteronomy  and,  in 
particular,  from  Deut.  22:5. 
Circumcision  is  no  longer  required  of 
believers;  crossdressing  is  not  forbid- 
den as  long  as  it  does  not  involve 
paganism  or  sexual  impurity. 

Our  freedom  in  Christ  as  believ- 
ers surely  allows  crossdressing  if  we 
only  have  the  faith  to  accept  it.  If  we 
do  not,  then  we  should  abstain.  We 
should  also  recognize  limits  to  this 
freedom  due  to  our  responsibilities  to 
our  children,  our  significant  others, 
and  those  individuals  who  are 
unable  to  accept  crossdressing. 
Whenever  in  doubt,  we  should  apply 
the  principle  of  loving  God  and  lov- 
ing others  more  than  ourselves. 

As  Christ  pointed  out  in 
Matthew  22:37-39,  these  are  the 
greatest  of  all  the  commandments. 

BUILDING  A RELATIONSHIP 
WITH  GOD 

So  how  can  we  deal  with  our  sins 
and  begin  the  healing  process?  The 
very  first  step  is  to  ask  Jesus  into  our 
lives.  We  must  invite  Him  into  our 
hearts.  Revelation  3:20  says  "I  stand 
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at  the  door  and  knock;  if  any  man 
hears  my  voice,  and  opens  the  door,  I 
will  come  in  to  him,  and  will  sup 
with  him,  and  he  with  me."  Although 
this  verse  refers  to  "any  man,"  this 
verse  applies  equally  well  to  women. 
Second,  this  verse  doesn't  refer  to 
how  we  dress  or  act.  There  is  only 
one  requirement;  we  must  be  willing 
to  "open  the  door."  In  other  words, 
we  must  invite  Jesus  into  our  hearts 
and  lives. 

The  next  step  to  healing  is  to  con- 
fess our  sins  and  to  ask  for  His  for- 
giveness. John  3:9  says,  "If  we 
confess  our  sins,  He  is  faithful  and 
just  to  forgive  us  from  all  unright- 
eousness." Again,  no  constraint  is 
placed  on  the  type  of  sins  we  commit. 
All  sins  are  forgivable  if  we  are  will- 
ing to  confess.  Be  assured  that  God 
accepts  us  just  as  we  are,  despite  our 
sins. 

Accepting  unconditional  help 
from  God  requires  only  that  we  come 
to  Him  on  His  terms,  not  ours.  We 
must  be  submissive  to  Him,  willing 
to  let  Him  meet  our  needs,  and  ready 
to  become  His  love-slaves.  The  good 
news  is  that  when  we  invite  and  con- 
fess, then  we  begin  to  experience  His 
love  and  feel  His  joy.  Then  we  begin 
to  experience  freedom  from  guilt  and 
a new  freedom  in  Christ.  This  is  how 
God  helps  us;  this  is  the  path  to  a 
fruitful  life. 


These  simple  steps  will  begin  the 
healing  process.  This  is  the  joyful 
path  that  the  Lord  Himself,  the  Mr. 
Right  for  each  of  us,  wants  us  to  have 
and  to  enjoy.  So  don't  let  those  who 
reject  you  influence  your  feelings  or 
diminish  your  self-image.  Begin  to 
see  yourself  as  God  sees  you — as  a 
most  valuable  person  that  He  wants 
to  love  and  to  help. 

▼ 

This  article  was  previously  published  in 
the  Femme  Mirror , Volume  20,  No.  4 (Fall 
1995).  Readers  can  reach  Ms.  Webster  by 
writing  D.E.  Webster,  P.O.  Box  70894, 
Marietta,  GA  30007-0894. 
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W0W-2K. 

LGBT  People  of  Faith  in  Mainstream  Christianity 


A religious  conference  at  the 
University  of  Northern 
Illinois  in  DeKalb  at  which 
most  of  the  attendees  are  LGBT? 
Amazing!  A LGBT  Conference  in  the 
Midwest  dealing  with  Mainstream 
Christianity?  Incredible!  A conference 
in  the  Conservative  Right  Heartland 
of  America  that  declares  to  all  LGBT 
people  "God's  Promise  is  for  you!"? 
WOW!! 

August  3-6  of  2000  the  welcoming 
and  affirming  organizations  from 
nearly  all  the  mainline  Christian 
denominations  held  the  first  Witness 
Our  Welcome  2000  conference:  WOW- 
2K.  It  was  billed  as  "an  historic  gath- 
ering of  Welcoming  Churches  and 
their  allies  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada."  The  denominational  organi- 
zations that  sponsored  this  unprece- 
dented gathering  included  the 
Affirming  Congregations  Program 
(United  Church  of  Canada),  the  More 
Light  Presbyterians  (PCUSA),  the 
Association  of  Welcoming  and 
Affirming  Baptists  (American 
Baptist),  the  Reconciling 
Congregation  Program  (Lutheran), 
the  Supportive  Congregations 
Network  (Brethren/  Mennonite)  and 
many  others.  Even  the  Southern 
Baptists  had  delegates  attending.  The 
delegates  were  no  less  diverse, 
including  the  full  spectrum  of  lesbian, 
gay,  bisexual  and  transgendered  peo- 
ple and  a surprising  number  of 
"Straight"  people  who  attended  as 
allies  and  fellow  workers  for  the 
inclusion  and  affirmation  of  all 
Christians  in  the  Church.  The  speak- 
ers at  the  plenary  sessions  and  wor- 
ship services  included  such  notables 
as  the  Rev.  Dr.  Joan  Martin 


by  Sara  J.  Herwig,  M.Div. 

(Episcopal  Divinity  School  in 

Cambridge,  Mass),  the  Rev.  Dr.  Carter 
Heyward  (also  of  EDS),  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Steven  Charleston  (President  and 
Dean  of  EDS,  and  the  Author  of  the 
Cambridge  Accord  which  challenges 
Anglican  bishops  world  wide  to 
speak  out  against  rising  violence 
against  LGBT  people).  Dr.  Michael 
Kinnamon  (World  Council  of 

Churches,  National  Council  of 

Churches,  and  currently  General 
Secretary  of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union),  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jane 
Adams  Spahr  who,  after  being  forced 
to  resign  her  position  as  executive 
director  of  the  Council  of  Oakland 
Presbyterian  Churches  when  she 
came  out  as  Lesbian,  was  denied  her 
call  to  be  co-pastor  of  Downtown 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Rochester,  New  York  by  denomina- 
tional officials,  and  subsequently 
helped  found  That  All  May  Freely 
Serve  and  now  serves  as  its  "lesbian 
evangelist"  throughout  the  US. 

There  were  many  other  people 
worthy  of  recognition  present  and 
active  in  WOW,  including  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Erin  Swenson,  a transsexual  woman 
who,  after  transitioning,  successfully 
defended  her  ordination  in  the 
Greater  Atlanta  Presbytery  (Atlanta, 
GA).  Rev.  Swenson  and  Randall 
Cunningham  (FtM)  were,  regrettably, 
the  only  Transgendered  people  offi- 
cially on  the  program,  co-leading  sev- 
eral seminars  on  Transgendered 
people  and  their  place  in  the  church. 
But  the  true  strength  of  this  confer- 
ence was  the  vast  spectrum  of  the 
over  1,000  people  who  attended  from 
churches  and  organizations  all  over 
the  US,  Canada,  and  as  far  away  as 


These  were  peo- 
ple hungry  to  learn  from  the  speakers 
and  each  other.  Many  different  hues 
of  Christian  faith,  social  and  econom- 
ic backgrounds,  levels  of  education 
and  life-perspectives  came  together 
for  three  days  of  sharing  and  dialog. 
Nothing  like  this  has  happened  in  the 
Christian  church  before. 

One  of  the  most  powerful  visual 
displays  of  the  struggle  of  LGBT  peo- 
ple to  be  included  in  the  life  of  their 
faith  communities  was  the  Shower  of 
Stoles.  This  is: 

...a  collection  of  hundreds  of 
liturgical  stoles  from  Gay,  Lesbian, 
Bisexual  and  Transgendered  people 
from  all  over  North  America.  The 
individuals  represented  by  these 
stoles  are  active  leaders  in  their  faith 
communities — clergy,  elders,  dea- 
cons, seminarians,  musicians,  mis- 
sionaries, teachers,  lay  leaders  and 
other  gifted  people — who  have  been 
barred  from  serving  their  faith  com- 
munities because  of  their  sexual  ori- 
entation or  gender  identity.  This 
collection  was  created  as  a witness 
to  give  voice  to  these  faithful  people, 
many  of  whom  have  been  forced  to 
choose  between  serving  in  silence 
or  losing  their  positions  in  the 
church.  The  collection  currently  con- 
tains over  600  stoles  from  twelve  dif- 
ferent denominations  in  five 
countries.  (Quoted  from  the  WOW 
2000  program.) 

IFGE  was  a little-known  organi- 
zation to  nearly  everyone  attending 
this  conference.  The  Rev.  Laurie 
Auffant  and  I attended  as  representa- 
tives of  IFGE  and  as  out  "T"  people.  I 
procured  an  information  display  table 
outside  of  the  main  resource  room  in 
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which  many  of  the  organizations  had 
vendor  booths  providing  information 
about  their  programs  and  selling 
books.  IFGE's  display  was  more  mod- 
est, offering  a description  of  our  orga- 
nization and  our  services,  and  copies 
for  the  taking  of  the  "What  is  IFGE?" 
brochure  and  a paper  on  transsexual- 
ism authored  by  me.  By  the  end  of  the 
conference,  I am  confident  that  nearly 
all  of  the  delegates  knew  who  and 
what  IFGE  is,  and  had  a greater 
understanding  of  the  condition  and 
plight  of  all  transgendered  people  in 
the  Church.  Rev.  Laurie  and  I spoke 
with  nearly  everyone  present,  either 
in  small  groups  or  individually,  as 
well  as  participating  in  some  of  the 
workshops  offered.  On  Friday  night  I 
began  to  leave  the  main  conference 
center,  looking  forward  to  a quiet 
walk  back  across  the  UNI  campus  to 
the  dorm.  It  was  an  hour-and-a-half 
before  I made  it  out  of  the  building. 
As  I walked  past  small  groups  of  peo- 
ple deep  in  conversation,  someone 
would  call  out,  "There's  Sara  Herwig. 
You  should  talk  to  her  about  trans- 
gendered issues."  And  I would  be 
pulled  into  the  conversation,  finding 
the  people  to  be  both  open  and  very 
honest  about  their  questions.  Rev. 
Laurie  had  much  the  same  experience 
as  she,  too,  circulated  among  the  del- 
egates. 

Consistently,  there  were  two  con- 
cepts that  were  difficult  for  non-trans- 
gendered  people  to  grasp.  The  first 
was  the  essential  difference  between  a 
person's  self-awareness  as  being 
male,  female  or  a blending  of  gender 
(gender  identity)  and  a person's  inti- 
mate, romantic  and  sexual  attraction 
to  one  or  the  other  sex,  or  both  (sexu- 
al orientation).  But  when  this  differ- 
ence was  explained  as  a difference 
between  how  one  relates  to  oneself 
and  how  one  relates  to  others,  that 
hurdle  seemed  to  be  cleared.  The  sec- 
ond difficult  concept  was  that  of  a 
gender  spectrum  or  continuum  with 
male  at  one  side,  female  at  the  other, 
and  a wealth  of  variations  between. 
Even  those  who  seemed  to  be  the 
most  liberally  and  open  minded 
found  it  hard  to  grasp  the  reality  of 
these  things,  even  if  they  could 
acknowledge  them  intellectually.  The 


concept  of  a binary  gender  system  is 
so  insidious  in  our  society,  along  with 
it  being  tied  directly  to  one's  genitals, 
that  even  among  those  one  would 
least  expect  to  find  it,  the  thought  of 
an  alternate  understanding  of  gender 
as  fluid  seemed  hard  to  grasp. 
Nevertheless,  I spoke  with  person 
after  person  and  group  after  group 
who  wanted  to  understand.  And  to 
talk  with  people  about  such  things 
and  to  see  the  light  bulbs  gradually 
flicker  and  then  burn  with  under- 
standing was  perhaps  the  greatest 
reward  for  attending  this  conference. 

Regrettably,  there  was  a very 
small  representation  of  Transgender 
identified  people  in  attendance.  Only 
about  twenty-five  or  so  people  openly 
declared  themselves  to  be  transgen- 
dered. And,  as  I mentioned.  Rev. 
Swenson  and  Randall  Cunningham 
were  the  only  transgendered  people 
officially  on  the  program.  Both  Rev. 
Laurie  and  I spoke  with  the  organiz- 
ers of  the  conference  about  this,  and 
received  less  than  satisfactory 
responses,  along  with  a faint  promise 
to  try  to  do  better  next  time.  I think 
Laurie  and  I succeeded  in  making  it 
very  clear  that  that  wasn't  good 
enough.  Only  future  WOW  confer- 
ences will  show  whether  our  request 
for  greater  involvement  and  represen- 
tation of  transgendered  people  was 
heard.  However,  the  time  we  spent 
talking  with,  walking  with,  and  din- 
ing with  our  brothers  and  sisters — les- 
bian, gay,  bisexual,  transgendered 
and  Straight — was  more  than  worth 
the  time  and  cost  of  attending  this  his- 
torical interdenominational  confer- 
ence. 

On  a more  personal  note,  I went 
to  WOW-2K  as  a representative  of 
IFGE  and  the  transgender  communi- 
ty. But  I knew  that  given  my  own  faith 
and  history  in  the  church,  it  could  be 
a very  powerful  time  for  me  as  well. 
Some  of  you  know  that  I earned  my 
Master  of  Divinity  degree  and  was 
intending  to  seek  ordination  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  USA.  I 
graduated  from  a very  conservative 
and  reformed  interdenominational 
seminary  in  1984.  Just  prior  to  my 
graduation,  1 withdrew  my  name 
from  candidacy,  citing  reasons  too 


personal  to  discuss  and  a desire  to  fol- 
low a more  academic  career  track. 
When  in  1997  I decided  to  transition 
from  male  to  female,  I left  the  conser- 
vative Congregational  church  in 
which  I had  served  in  various  lay 
leadership  positions  for  nearly  fifteen 
years.  I,  like  so  many  of  us  who  have 
been  rejected  and  emotionally  and 
spiritually  burned  by  our  former  faith 
communities  because  of  our  gender 
identity  and  expression,  left  that 
church  and  had  given  up  hope  of 
finding  a place  of  worship  where  I 
would  be  accepted  as  I am,  transsexu- 
al woman  and  an  open  minded  yet 
fairly  traditional  Christian  faith  rolled 
into  one  person.  I attended  WOW-2K 
wondering  what  God  would  do. 

On  Saturday  afternoon.  Rev. 
Laurie  and  Rev.  Swenson  came  to  me 
and  asked  if  I would  be  willing  to  be 
"rededicated  to  a path  toward  min- 
istry" during  the  closing  worship  ser- 
vice on  Sunday  Morning.  I 
hesitated — mostly  out  of  anxiety — 
and  then  responded  that  I would  only 
if  the  transgendered  community  in 
attendance  were  unanimous  in  their 
call  to  me  for  this  purpose.  Later,  in 
our  "Affinity  Group"  meeting,  it  was 
explained  just  what  this  call  meant. 
The  call  was  indeed  unanimous.  And 
so  it  was  that  I had  gone  to  Illinois  to 
educate  people  about  IFGE  and 
Transgender  issues,  and  found  myself 
on  the  platform  during  the  closing 
worship  service  being  introduced  by 
Rev.  Laurie.  There  followed  a brief 
service  of  rededication  which 
involved  prayer  the  reading  of  the 
names  of  people  who  have  been 
important  in  my  life — a cloud  of  wit- 
nesses— and  laying  on  of  hands  by 
the  entire  congregation.  It  was  an 
experience  I will  never  forget.  LGB,  T 
and  straight  people  of  faith  were  unit- 
ed in  that  closing  worship  service,  a 
unification  which  could  only  be 
accomplished  by  the  moving  of  the 
Spirit  of  Life. 

Someone  asked  me  afterward 
how  1 felt.  I told  them  I was  terrified, 
because  now  I have  to  actually  do 
something.  I am  now  in  the  process  of 
figuring  out  just  what  that  is.  I am 
finding  my  way  back  into  the 
Presbyterian  Church  through  a local 
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pastor  and  congregation.  And  I may 
very  well  take  up  again  the  quest  for 
ordination.  But  one  thing  is  certain, 
there  are  congregations  throughout 
North  America  that  do  not  look 
beyond  the  heart  and  soul.  They  truly 
are  welcoming  and  affirming  congre- 
gations, churches  of  more  light.  And 
they  are  calling  those  of  us  in  the 
transgender  community  who  are  of 
Christian  faith  to  come  home. 

On  a final  and  much  broader 
note,  there  continues  to  be  discussion 
and  debate  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
transgender  community  should  be  a 
part  of  the  LGB  movement.  This  is 
understandable,  as  we  are  in  our  own 
community  a diverse  group  made  up 
of  heterosexual  men  and  women  who 
crossdress  for  fun,  transsexual  men 
and  women  who  identify  as  LGB  and 
straight,  and  every  hue  of  the 
Transgender  rainbow  in  between.  But 
to  form  an  alliance  with  others  who 
are  seeking  the  inclusion,  affirmation, 
rights  and  dignity  due  all  human 
beings  is  not  something  to  be  bickered 
over.  We  should  not  hesitate  to  join 
ranks  with  those  who  work  for  such 
justice,  educating  and  being  educated 


as  we  strive  together  against  the  igno- 
rance and  narrow  minded  prejudices 
of  our  society.  WOW-2K  was  an 
important  step  in  this  process.  As  I 
argued  in  my  proposal  to  IFGE  that 
Rev.  Laurie  and  I attend  this  confer- 
ence, "The  acceptance  and  affirmation 
of  transgendered  people  in  the  main- 
line Christian  churches  will  have  a 
positive  impact  on  the  acceptance  and 
affirmation  of  transgendered  people 
in  the  broader  society."  Those  I had 
the  honor  and  privilege  of  talking 
with  at  WOW-2K — lesbian,  gay,  bisex- 
ual, transgendered  and  straight — 
have  confirmed  this  for  me.  Let  us  not 
bicker  over  who  belongs  with  whom. 
Let  us  embrace  all  people  as  human 
beings  worthy  of  honor  and  dignity 
and  the  rights  we  seek  for  ourselves. 
There  can  be  alliance  in  the  Christian 
churches  and  in  the  broader  field  of 
our  society.  Let  not  the  transgender 
community  miss  this  opportunity  by 
displaying  the  very  narrow  minded- 
ness and  prejudices  we  are  fighting  to 
overcome.  I see  WOW-2K  as  a chal- 
lenge, and  as  a message  of  hope  not 
only  for  transgendered  people  of 
Christian  faith,  but  for  a united  effort 


from  people  of  varying  backgrounds, 
sexuality  and  gender  expression  to 
fight  for  and  gain  the  right  to  be  who 
we  truly  are,  human. 


Dr.  A.S.  Nubel 

Psychotherapist 

Specialized  in  Treatment  of 
Gender  Identity  Disorders 
(TV/TS) 

Individuals 
Marriage  and  Family 
Groups 

683  Donald  Dr.  N 
Bridgewater,  NJ  08807 

908-722-9884 

fax:  908-722-0666 
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last  I know  dressing  room  secrets  . . . and  not 
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Visit  a ‘Dressing  Service’:- 

7 could  never  have  imagined 
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amazed  to  see  how  easily  tran- 
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The  Spiritual  Side  of  Gend 


For  most  of  the  first  40  years  of 
my  life  I would  not  have  said  I 
was  a very  spiritual  person.  In 
high  school  I was  powerfully  attract- 
ed to  Quakerism  and  the  idea  that 
there  is  that  of  God  in  everyone.  It 
made  such  sense  to  me  that  everyone 
had  direct  access  to  God  (or  Goddess), 
although  not  everyone  is  aware  of  or 
able  to  listen  to  that  of  God  within 
them.  As  humans,  then,  our  collective 
life  task  is  getting  in  touch  with  the 
divine  within  ourselves. 

While  I accepted  this  core  notion 
of  Quakerism,  for  a long  time  I was 
unable  to  establish  a clear  connection 
with  that  of  God  within  myself.  I 
attended  Meeting  for  Worship  regu- 
larly and  felt  a presence  within,  but 
onlv  rarely  felt  a clarity  of  direction  or 
movement  of  the  spirit.  Something 
seemed  to  be  getting  in  the  way  of  the 
spiritual  work  I had  to  do  in  order  to 
be  able  to  listen  internally. 

Only  recently  have  I come  to  real- 
ize that  it  was  my  lifelong  struggle 
with  gender  which  was  creating  a 
kind  of  blockage  inside  me. 

I really  don't  understand  why, 
but  I have  a clear  memory  of  knowing 
I was  different  at  age  four.  I was  play- 
ing a harmless  game  of  dress-up  with 
my  cousin  when  I realized  I wanted  to 
be  a girl  all  the  time  and  not  just  for 
make-believe.  As  I grew  older,  these 
feelings  would  not  go  away.  I began 
praying  each  night,  "Please  God, 
make  me  a girl."  Furthermore,  I began 
having  a recurrent  dream  in  which  I 
was  captured  by  girls  and  put  on  a 
conveyor  belt  that  led  into  a machine 
which  magically  transformed  me  into 
a girl.  I was  so  pleased  with  the  trans- 
formation that  when  the  boys  came  to 
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rescue  me,  I refused  to  go  back 
through  the  machine  and  be  changed 
back.  I longed  for  either  God  or  tech- 
nology to  make  my  dream  real. 

Instead,  I began  puberty  and  my 
body  developed  with  large  and  very 
male  features.  It  felt  as  if  someone  had 
played  a cruel  joke  on  me,  because  it 
was  quite  clear  to  me  no  one  would 
ever  mistake  me  for  the  woman  I 
ached  to  become.  My  instinct  for  sur- 
vival told  me  not  to  share  these  feel- 
ings with  anyone,  because  I knew 
boys  were  supposed  to  be  boys,  and  if 
a boy  transgressed  and  dared  to  act 
too  much  like  a girl,  he  would  be 
teased  and  perhaps  even  punished. 

So  I carefully  hid  that  feminine 
spirit  deep  within  myself.  I worked 
hard  to  live  up  to  what  a "real  boy" 
was  supposed  to  be,  but  in  spite  of  my 
best  intentions  to  bury  rny  feelings,  I 
was  drawn  to  anything  feminine, 
especially  to  women's  clothes.  Over 
time  I accumulated  a small  wardrobe 
which  I kept  hidden  in  a box  in  my 
closet.  Sometimes  in  the  privacy  of 
my  bedroom  I would  dress  in  those 
clothes  and  wonder  what  it  would  be 
like  to  be  a real  girl.  Periodically,  over- 
come with  fear  I might  be  discovered, 
I would  throw  away  all  my  pretty 
clothes  and  vow  determinedly  never 
to  let  this  happen  again.  But  usually 
within  a few  months  I was  at  it  again, 
experimenting  with  different  ways  to 
express  the  feminine  spirit  that  kept 
bubbling  up  within  me. 

During  adolescence  I suppose  I 
was  pretty  confused  about  my  gender 
and  my  identity.  I was  attracted  to 
girls  and  wanted  very  much  to  have  a 
girlfriend,  but  on  another  level  I con- 
tinued to  want  to  be  a girl.  It  just  did- 


er  Journeying 


n't  make  sense.  I coped  by  continuing 
to  keep  the  "who  am  I"  question 
buried  deeply;  I knew  I could  not 
answer  it.  I came  across  several  refer- 
ences to  transsexuals  and  transves- 
tites, but  the  subject  terrified  me.  I 
wanted  to  be  normal,  not  one  of  those 
freaks! 

In  high  school  I didn't  date  much, 
but  by  senior  year  became  involved  in 
a serious  relationship  with  a girl.  Our 
relationship  was  off  and  on  for  a 
while,  but  after  I shared  something  of 
my  gender  variance  our  love  deep- 
ened, and  eventually  we  married.  At 
that  point,  I was  neither  very  knowl- 
edgeable nor  very  articulate  about 
who  I was  or  what  I needed.  I hoped 
a loving  marriage  to  an  understand- 
ing person  would  help  me  to  settle 
into  my  male  role. 

However,  my  feelings  of  being 
differently-gendered  didn't  go  away. 
Mostly  they  remained  there,  lurking 
just  beneath  the  surface,  but  some- 
times I simply  had  to  express  that 
inner  reality.  I began  experimenting 
more  seriously  with  clothes  and 
make-up,  trying  always  to  find  the 
combination  that  would  make  my 
male  body  appear  to  be  the  woman  I 
felt  like  inside.  It  was  hard  at  first,  and 
some  of  my  photos  from  this  earlier 
time  are  pretty  awful,  but  slowly  I 
began  to  improve  my  presentation. 

I sensed  I would  need  a lot  of  sup- 
port as  I tried  to  cope  with  the  power- 


A Vision 

I walked  into  Meeting  for  Worship  a bit  tired  and  not  feeling  very  centered.  I sank  into 
my  chair,  settled  into  a comfortable  position,  and  closed  my  eyes  to  begin  the  process  of  cen- 
tering down.  As  the  silence  enveloped  me.  I realized  I was  seeing  a wondrous  technicolor  real- 
ity unfolding  before  me.  I found  myself  walking  along  a clearly  defined  path  through  some 
woods  on  a high  plateau.  The  path  led  to  an  open  space  and  then  straight  on  to  the  edge  of 
the  plateau.  As  I approached  this  space,  I realized  I was  at  the  edge  of  a precipice.  Looking 
carefully  over  the  edge,  I saw  that  the  bottom  was  a very  long  way  down.  It  appeared  to  be  a 
barren  and  rather  desolate  landscape. 

I turned  to  look  for  the  path  once  more  and  realized  it  went  straight  up  to  and  then  over 
the  edge.  I walked  along  the  path  until  it  dropped  out  of  sight  and  then  peered  over  the  edge 
once  more.  It  seemed  as  if  the  precipice  was  not  so  much  a sheer  cliff  as  an  overhanging 
rock  formation  extending  out  and  over  the  valley  floor  below.  I felt  waves  of  fear  rise  within  me. 

I remember  saying  “I  can’t  do  this!”  I stayed  at  the  edge  and  wrestled  with  myself  for  a while. 
I’m  not  sure  how  I found  the  courage  to  move  onward,  but  I think  I knew  staying  at  the  edge 
was  just  not  possible.  I finally  managed  to  gather  my  physical  and  emotional  resources  and 
moved  slowly  forward,  one  step  at  a time. 

Instead  of  the  rapid  uprush  of  wind  as  I stepped  off  and  fell,  I found  that  as  I moved 
forward  my  shoes  were  gripping  the  walkway  ever  so  tightly.  Within  a short  period  I was  no 
longer  walking  over  the  edge  without  a path,  but  was  following  some  other  procedure.  Perhaps 
I was  walking  on  angels’  wings....  Sure  enough,  within  a few  seconds,  the  path  twisted  and 
turned  and  I was  walking  right-side-up  in  a gentle  downward  spiral. 

When  I reached  the  bottom  I discovered  it  was  not  barren  or  desolate.  It  was  filled  with 
rich  colors  and  lots  of  interesting  textures.  Pretty  amazing! 

I believe  the  vision  clearly  shows  I need  to  go  over  the  edge  and  trust  in  God  that  I will 
find  that  softly  spiraling  path  to  a better  place. 

— Petra  L.  Doan 


ful  feelings  I was  trying  to  keep  bot- 
tled up.  After  we  finished  our  disser- 
tations, my  wife  took  a postdoctoral 
fellowship  and  I began  looking  for 
work.  During  this  transitional  period, 
my  need  to  meet  others  like  myself 
reached  a high  point.  I joined  a sup- 
port group  that  met  in  a city  three 
hours  away  from  where  we  were  liv- 
ing. When  I returned  from  my  first 
meeting,  I came  home  and  tried  to 
share  with  my  wife  what  had  hap- 
pened over  the  weekend  and  spent 
several  hours  in  tears.  I'm  not  sure 
whether  the  tears  were  because  of  the 
joy  of  finding  a group  of  supportive 
new  friends  or  because  of  the  fear 
engendered  by  a realization  that  my 
life  had  changed  in  some  fundamen- 
tal way. 

After  our  move  to  Florida,  I con- 
tinued to  seek  support  groups  for 
crossdressers.  Slowly,  I began  to  feel 


more  and  more  comfortable  about 
going  out  in  public  dressed  as  the 
woman  I felt  I was.  There  was  still  an 
almost  mind-numbing  fear  of  being 
discovered  and  the  humiliation  which 
I was  sure  would  follow,  but  I could- 
n't turn  back.  I knew  somehow  I 
would  find  my  way  forward,  but  the 
prospect  of  losing  my  family  and 
friends  was  agonizing.  Eventually, 
my  sense  of  internal  disorder  evolved 
into  the  state  of  extreme  discomfort 
some  people  have  labeled  gender 
dysphoria.  During  this  time  present- 
ing as  a man  began  to  feel  so  wrong 
that  I found  it  more  and  more  difficult 
to  function  effectively  in  that  role.  In 
hopes  it  would  assuage  my  burning 
need  to  express  the  woman  inside,  I 
began  wearing  womens'  clothes  tai- 
lored to  look  like  men's,  but  even  this 
half  step  did  not  soothe  my  torment.  I 
began  to  slip  into  a deep  despair. 


It  was  Wilmer  Cooper's  The 
Testimony  of  Integrity  in  the  Society  of 
Friends  (Pendle  Hill  pamphlet  # 296) 
that  helped  me  realize  how  my  gen- 
der journey  and  my  spirituality  were 
intimately  connected.  Cooper's  analy- 
sis of  integrity's  four  parts — truthful- 
ness, authenticity,  obedience  to  God, 
and  wholeness — cast  a spotlight  on 
my  own  lack  of  integrity.  I was  com- 
fortable with  the  basic  truthfulness 
part,  but  it  was  in  authenticity  that  I 
suddenly  felt  completely  hollow.  By 
denying  my  authentic  identity  for  so 
many  years,  I had  created  a huge 
roadblock  for  myself,  for  my  spiritu- 
ality, and  for  my  survival.  As  I con- 
templated the  illusory  life  I had 
created,  I felt  such  distress  that  for  a 
while  it  seemed  as  if  I could  not  con- 
tinue living. 

I sought  out  a therapist  who  had 
worked  with  other  transgendered 
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people,  and  he  helped  me  to  come  to 
terms  with  myself.  I set  out  to  see 
what  steps  1 needed  to  take  to  reclaim 
integrity  and  live  an  authentic  life.  1 
knew  that  in  taking  these  steps  1 
risked  nearly  everything  1 held  dear. 
If  I proceeded,  I might  lose  my  wife, 
my  children,  my  spiritual  community, 
and  my  career,  but  I also  knew  that  if 
I didn't,  I might  not  be  able  to  contin- 
ue living.  One  day,  in  the  midst  of  this 
agony  over  how  to  proceed,  I was  try- 
ing to  vent  some  of  my  pain  through 
exercise.  As  I struggled  to  take  each 
step,  I heard  a quiet  voice  telling  me 
firmlv,  "Lift  it  up,  Petra!  Lift  it  up!" 
This  sudden  sense  that  I was  not 
alone  and  need  not  carry  the  weight 
of  this  decision  alone  lifted  my  spirits 
and  gave  me  the  courage  to  continue. 

I asked  for  a Clearness 
Committee  from  my  Monthly 
Meeting  to  help  me  discern  whether 
this  was  in  fact  a leading.  The  com- 
mittee met  with  me  for  six  months 
and  explored  the  nature  of  my  lead- 
ing and  the  probable  impacts  of  my 
following  it  on  my  family  and  on  the 
meeting.  At  last  the  committee  helped 
me  to  see  my  children  were  unlikely 
to  stop  loving  me  for  being  an  authen- 
tic person,  and  that  the  Meeting  com- 
munity would  welcome  me  no  matter 
what.  This  discernment  helped  enor- 
mously, but  I knew  I still  had  to  face 
the  difficult  issue  of  whether  our  mar- 
riage could  continue  if  I proceeded 
and  began  to  live  as  the  woman  I 
knew  I needed  to  be. 

This  period  was  probably  the 
hardest  for  both  of  us.  The  love 
between  us  was  and  continues  to  be 
wonderfully  deep,  but  gender  is  such 
a fundamental  part  of  marriage  that 
everything  changes.  I was  fortunate 
to  have  a partner  whose  love  was 
tenacious  enough  to  allow  us  to 
spend  long  hours  trying  to  vision  how 
we  might  enable  our  partnership  to 
survive,  but  she  was  clear  that  she  did 
NOT  want  to  be  married  to  a woman. 
As  it  became  clearer  this  is  just  what  I 
am,  it  slowly  became  clear  this  was  an 
insurmountable  obstacle. 

I didn't  feel  I had  the  strength  to 
take  the  next  step.  I lengthened  my 
daily  prayer  and  meditation  sessions 
to  a full  hour  each  morning,  seeking 


the  divine  guidance  we  had  invoked 
in  our  marriage  vows.  How  could  I 
take  action  that  might  cause  the  disso- 
lution of  my  marriage  and  the  possi- 
ble break-up  of  my  family?  But  could 
I continue  living  if  I didn't  acknowl- 
edge my  increasing  certainty  that  I 
needed  to  live  at  least  part  of  my  life 
as  a woman? 

In  my  seeking,  I discovered  the 
group  of  Quakers  known  as  Friends 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concerns 
(FLGC)  and  was  welcomed  into  this 
amazing  spiritual  community,  where  I 
found  a powerful  refuge  and  source 
of  strength.  The  depth  of  the  worship 
within  this  community  of  gay,  lesbian, 
bisexual  and  transgendered  Friends 
who  have  struggled  with  similar 
issues  of  authenticity  and  identity 

AS  I GREW  OLDER, 
THESE  FEELINGS 
WOULD  NOT  GO 
AWAY.  I BEGAN 
PRAYING  EACH 
NIGHT,  “PLEASE 
GOD,  MAKE 
ME  A GIRL.” 

allowed  me  to  reach  new  spiritual 
depths  within  myself.  In  one  Meeting 
for  Worship  I had  an  incredible  expe- 
rience of  my  journey  unfolding  before 
me  I've  come  to  realize  was  a kind  of 
vision  (see  sidebar).  There  was  a pro- 
found sense  of  having  to  move  for- 
ward, and  this  gave  me  the  strength 
to  be  fully  honest  with  myself  and 
begin  the  process  of  gender  transition. 

During  the  next  summer  I was  on 
a visit  to  my  wife's  family  in  the 
mountains  and  felt  clearly  the  beauty 
and  companionship  I would  be  miss- 
ing if  my  marriage  ended.  I became 
sad  and  withdrew  a bit  from  the 
group.  When  an  unfortunate  misun- 
derstanding caused  me  to  be  exclud- 
ed from  a family  hike  to  the  top  of  a 
mountain,  I found  myself  falling  into 
a deeper  despair  than  I had  ever 


known.  My  mind  kept  replaying  a 
hike  of  the  previous  day  in  which  I 
had  crossed  a raging  river  and  then 
walked  along  a very  steep  cliff,  except 
this  time  when  I came  to  these  dan- 
gerous situations  I let  myself  drop 
from  the  cable  car  into  the  torrent  and 
be  swept  away.  Later,  I saw  myself 
sliding  off  the  cliff  to  fall  hundreds  of 
feet  onto  the  rocks  below.  I wanted  so 
much  for  these  events  to  have  hap- 
pened so  I wouldn't  have  to  face 
myself.  They  replayed  over  and  over 
in  my  mind  with  increasing  intensity, 
like  a tape  player  with  automatic 
replay. 

After  everyone  else  left,  I went 
out  and  stared  at  the  mountains  and 
wondered  whether  I should  take  one 
of  the  cars  parked  nearby  and  find  a 
cliff  to  put  an  end  to  my  suffering. 
Besides,  I reasoned,  throwing  myself 
off  the  cliff  would  test  the  reality  of 
the  vision  I had  had  during  FLGC 
worship.  Suddenly  an  image  flashed 
into  my  head  of  Jesus  on  the  Mount  of 
Temptations  with  the  devil  tempting 
him  by  saying  "Throw  yourself  off 
this  mountain.  God  won't  let  you 
fall."  As  I was  contemplating  this 
image,  I suddenly  felt  a warm  loving 
voice  that  said  simply  "I  am  with  you. 
I am  always  with  you."  With  a huge 
sense  of  relief,  I sat  back  in  the  sum- 
mer sunshine  and  felt  all  my  death 
wishes  fade  away. 

I knew  suddenly  that  God  was 
with  me  on  this  path  to  authenticity. 
Indeed,  in  following  this  path  in  spite 
of  my  fears  and  tears,  I was  taking  a 
first  step  in  understanding  the  obedi- 
ence part  of  integrity.  I can't  pretend 
to  have  reached  a place  of  wholeness, 
but  I can  feel  a presence  within  that 
stills  the  fear.  The  breakup  of  my  mar- 
riage still  feels  like  a gaping  hole  in 
my  heart  that  can  never  be  filled,  and 
the  dissolution  of  our  relationship 
continues  to  cause  me  pain.  After 
nearly  twenty  years  of  being  together 
and  depending  upon  each  other  for 
solace  and  support,  it  was  so  hard  to 
feel  presence  being  tenderly  but  firm- 
ly withdrawn. 

I've  tried  to  learn  from  that  pain 
and  strive  to  understand  it  as  a way  of 
maintaining  a connection  with  God, 
but  it's  a continuing  journey.  I'm 
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grateful  for  the  love  and  under- 
standing of  my  children,  my  par- 
ents, and  the  rest  of  my  family; 
their  unconditional  love  has  been 
a blessing. 

I've  given  up  asking  why  and 
am  concentrating  on  becoming 
the  woman  I've  always  needed  to 
be.  Because  I'm  physically  large 
I'm  aware  I cannot  be  unobtru- 
sive. I try  to  project  the  strong  and 
confident  woman  I am  becoming 
and  avoid  unnecessary  stereotyp- 
ing, but  I'm  also  aware  my  very 
presence  is  part  of  my  witness. 
Gender  is  just  not  the  simple 
dichotomy  our  culture  would 
have  us  believe.  While  many  peo- 
ple suffer  from  the  oppression  of 
rigid  gender  expectations,  it's 
those  of  us  who  physically  transi- 
tion across  accepted  gender 


boundaries  who  become  the  most 
visible  targets  for  hatred  and 
intolerance. 

As  I continue  along  my  jour- 
ney, I'm  acutely  aware  of  that  vis- 
ibility, and  place  my  trust  in  God 
that  the  openness  of  my  journey 
will  increase  understanding  for 
my  transgendered  sisters  and 
brothers,  whatever  it  costs  me. 
Knowing  that  a wide  circle  of 
Friends  is  holding  me  in  the  light 
makes  each  step  a bit  easier. 


Petra  L.  Doan  is  an  associate  profes- 
sor of  urban  and  regional  planning  at 
Florida  State  University.  She  is  a 
founding  member  of  the  Panhandle 
Transgender  Alliance,  a Board  mem- 
ber of  the  Family  Tree,  Tallahassee's 
gay,  lesbian,  bisexual,  and  transgen- 
dered community  center,  and  serves 
on  the  Ministry  and 
Counsel  Committee 
of  FLGC  (the  Friends 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
concerns  also  known  as 
the  queer  Quakers). 
Her  current  research 
includes  an  examina- 
tion of  trangender 
inclusion  in  queer 
space. 


15  it  always  on  her  tarns? 

siempre  lo  que  ella  diga*? 

Confidential  support,  emergency  shelter,  safety  planning,  St 
referrals  for  abused  lesbian,  bisexual  women  St  transgender  folks 
Apoyo  confidential  refugio  de  emergencia  plane*  de 
tegundad  y relendo*  para  mu)eres  leibianas  bisexuales  y 
transgeneros  mattratadas 

617-423-SAFE  vltty  HQtlins/ Linee  de  Crisis 

La  Rad  Para  Lesbianas  y Mu|eres  Bisexuales  Malfratadas 
The  Netwerk  for  Battered  lesbians  and  Bisexual  wenen 

www.nblbw.org  nblbw@erols.com 


pj-izona  Electrolyse 

Permanent  Hair  Removal 
Specializing  in  facial  hair  and 
SRS  areas. 


Special  Offer 


$40/hour  for  20  or  more  hours  of  electrolysis. 
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Coan: 

Electrologist 
trained  by 
Maria. 

Esthetician 


Maria 

DeNicola: 

C.P.E.  with 
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Experience 

Recipient  of 
the  Gold  Probe 
Award 


Come  in  for  multiple  days  of  electrolysis  and 
we  will  provide  you  with  a place  to  stay  at 
our  new  facility  absolutely  free. 


For  more  information  call 
(602)  246-1966 


Visit  our  web  site  at 
www. arizonaelectrolysis.net 


Suzanne 
Anderer,  CPE 

Permanent  Hair  Removal 
A.E.A.  Board  Certified 
Teacher/Lecturer 
Electrologist 

(815)  469-0050 
8206  Woodvale  Rd. 
Frankfort,  IL  60423 


Offering  techniques 
customized 
to  your  specific  needs: 

1. )  Accelerated  Flash  (H.F.) 

2. )  Flash  (H.F.) 

3. )  Manual  High  Frequency 

4. )  Blend  - H.F.  - D.C. 

5. )  Multiple  Needle  Galvanic  D.C. 

6. )  Cataphoresis 


These  offices  believe  Electrolysis  is 
permanent  Hair  Removal  not  a 
breaking  down  process. 


Maria  Alonge 
DeNicola,  CPE 

Permanent  Hair  Removal 
AEA  Board  Certified  Electrologist 
Graduate  of  Arizona  State  School 
of  Electrolysis  in  1982 
Awarded  the  Ballet 
Gold  Probe  Award  1996 

(602)  246-1966 


Texture  of  hair  and  sensitivity  of  the  area 
determine  techniques  best  suited  to  you. 


5702  North  19th  Avenue 
Phoenix  AZ  85105 

www.arizonaelectrolysis.net 
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IN  NOVEMBER  1995  I 
ATTENDED  MY  FIRST  SUP- 
PORT GROUP  MEETING. 
Just  one  month  before,  I had  no 
idea  others  like  me  even  exist- 
ed! Now,  here  I was  in  a 
Holiday  Inn,  sitting  down  to 
dinner  with  over  15  other 
transgendered  people  as  part 
of  a group  called  CrossPort. 
We  went  around  the  table  and 
introduced  ourselves,  and  I 
will  always  remember  this 
"big-haired  blonde"  lady.  She 
said  her  name  was  Linda 
Buten  and  mentioned  she  was, 
"...very  active  on  the  national 
scene."  Until  then,  I had  no 
idea  there  even  WAS  a national 
scene! 

After  dinner,  I talked  with 
Linda,  who  had  copies  of  the 
November  1995  issue  of  a mag- 
azine called  Transgender  Tap- 
estry for  sale.  She  highly 
recommended  that  issue,  as 
there  was  an  article  on  the  Be 
All  convention  CrossPort  host- 
ed at  this  same  hotel  back  in 
June.  Wait  a sec...  a convention 
of  TG  people?  I was  speech- 
less! I read  and  re-read  that 
article,  dreaming  of  what  it 
would  be  like  to  spend  an 
entire  week  en  femme.  I also 


by  Jennette  Caden 

Editor,  CrossPort  IrmerView  newsletter 


figured  it  was  destined  to  be 
just  that — a dream. 

By  mid-1996.  I'd  volun- 
teered to  take  over  as 
CrossPort's  newsletter  editor, 
with  a lot  of  help  from  Jenn 
Marquette  and  Kristine  Jones. 
In  June  1998,  thanks  to  Linda 
and  Kristine,  I arrived  at  my 
first  gender  convention,  the 
1998  Be  All  in  Pittsburgh. 
For  three-and-one-half  days, 
Jennette  was  the  only  persona 
that  existed  for  me — and  it  was 
priceless.  However,  I began  to 
wonder  that  Sunday  if  there 
might  have  been  an  ulterior 
motive  for  getting  me  to 
Pittsburgh,  as  I suddenly 
found  myself  in  the  midst  of  a 
Be  All  2000  planning  commit- 


tee meeting.  Be  All  was  coming 
back  to  Cincinnati  in  two 
years!  Yikes! 

At  the  1999  Be  All  in 
Cleveland,  I showed  a comput- 
er slide-show  presentation  I'd 
done  to  bring  the  Be  All  com- 
mittee up  to  speed  on  our 
(CrossPort)  preparations,  plus 
I'd  prepared  some  preliminary 
brochures  to  pass  out.  I soon 
found  that  the  hard  work  was 
just  beginning.  Numerous 
meetings  and  e-mails  later,  it 
was  suddenly  June  2000  and 
time  for  Be  All  2000! 

I arrived  at  the  convention 
hotel  on  Tuesday  to  set  up  the 
registration  computers  and 
print  the  name  badges.  Being 
the  resident  computer  geekette 
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kept  me  busy  for  about  three  hours  putting 
everything  together  and  making  certain  it 
all  worked.  By  6pm  that  evening.  I'd  had 
enough.  I was  ready  to  get  into  girl  mode! 
Jennette  arrived  about  7:30  that  evening  for 
the  Be  All.  What  to  do?  I joined  a group  of 
early  birds  for  dinner,  as  Jenn  had  arranged 
for  us  to  have  dinner  at  a VERY  nice  local 
restaurant,  the  Grand  Finale.  The  food  and 
the  atmosphere  were  excellent. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  I worked  on 
finishing  the  printing  of  badges  for  those 
folks  who  had  registered.  Paula  Ison 
arrived  early  that  afternoon  to  go  over  reg- 
istration procedures  with  Allison  Downs, 
Cynthia  Jeffries,  and  Georgia  Dahlberg, 
the  registration  crew.  Shortly  thereafter.  Be 
All  2000  opened  and  registration  was  in  full 
swing.  We  had  a lovely  introductory  buffet 
dinner  that  evening.  About  an  hour  later, 
quite  a number  of  Hooters'  girls  were  seen 
making  the  short  two  to  three  block  trek  up 
the  street  to  Hooters  for  an  evening  of 
drinks  and  fun. 

By  Thursday,  Be  All  2000  had  begun  in 
earnest.  Our  seminars  were  in  full  swing.  At 
the  noon  luncheon  I almost  didn't  get  to  eat, 
as  I was  helping  Jenn  behind  the  scenes. 
Through  the  tireless  efforts  of  Jenn 
Marquette,  CrossPort  treated  the  group  to  a 
delightful  DRESSING  THROUGH  THE 
CENTURY  fashion  show,  co-hosted  by  her 
and  Beverly  Haven.  Several  women,  includ- 
ing two  GG  members  of  the  hotel  staff, 
served  as  runway  models.  We  also  received 
some  timely  (and  greatly  appreciated)  assis- 
tance from  Jim  Bridges  and  Skyscraper 
Heels.  Many  convention  attendees 
remarked  later  that  they  felt  this  fashion 
show  was  one  of  the  best  in  recent  memory. 

After  the  afternoon  seminars  concluded 
Thursday,  NTAC  (National  Transgendered 
Action  Coalition)  hosted  a wine  and  cheese 
reception.  Then,  for  dinner  that  evening,  we 
all  boarded  a tour  bus  for  a nearby  Dave 
and  Busters  to  experience  a mystery  dinner 
theater  outing.  After  we  all  witnessed  the 
"murder"  and  interviewed  the  suspects,  we 
all  got  a crack  at  trying  to  identify  the  per- 
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petrator  of  the  dastardly  deed.  The  gals 
at  one  table  successfully  identified  the 
murderer  and  for  their  effort,  Dave  and 
Busters  awarded  everyone  at  that  table 
a gift  certificate  good  for  a future  Dave 
and  Busters  visit. 

Friday  morning  saw  more  seminars 
followed  by  a luncheon  speech  by 
Linda  Buten  on  the  Future  of 
Transgenderism.  Linda,  for  those  who 
may  not  know  it,  is  a founding  mother 
of  CrossPort  and  stepped  down  only 
last  year  after  a six-year  term  as  board 
chair  of  IFGE. 

After  the  afternoon  seminar  ses- 
sions, it  was  time  for  dinner.  That 
evening,  we  were  treated  to  the  sights 
and  sounds  of  the  Be  All  2000 
Millennium  Cabaret.  The  sights 
included  a 20-minute  video  montage  of 
movies  with  a transgendered-theme 
assembled  by  Marsha  Dimel.  (Isn't  it 
strange  that  "Some  Like  It  Hot"  and 
"Tootsie"  were  named  the  top  two 
comedies  of  all  time  by  the  American 
Film  Institute  the  following  week?  Did 
Marsha  know  something  we  didn't?) 
The  sounds  included  an  all-too-brief 
performance  by  Vicki  D'Salle  and  her 
accompanying  drummer  and  bassist. 
Vicki,  you  may  recall,  was  the  hit  enter- 
tainment at  the  1999  IFGE  Convention 
in  Louisville.  We  wrapped  things  up 
that  evening  with  a costume  contest, 
won  by  Cynthia  Jeffries  of  CrossPort 
as  a harem  girl  (although  the  girl's  soft- 
ball  team  placed  quite  well,  too!). 

Saturday  morning  we  had  the  next- 
to-last  group  of  seminars  followed  by 
an  interesting  luncheon  speech  by  Riki 
Wilchins,  executive  director  of 
GenderPAC.  A portion  of  the  proceeds 
collected  by  Ricki  for  GenderPAC  were 
returned  to  CrossPort  and  the  Be  All 
Convention  to  start  a scholarship  fund 
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to  allow  those  financially 
unable  to  attend  a future  Be  All 
to  do  so. 

We  held  the  last  of  the 
seminars;  then  it  was  time  to 
get  ready  for  the  banquet 
and  formal  dance. 

During  the  Be  All 
events  on  Saturday,  a wed 
ding  and  reception  were 
scheduled  to  take  place 
Saturday  in  a hotel  ballroom 
not  being  used  by  Be  All  2000. 
However,  the  bride  and  groom 
discovered  upon  their  arrival 
they  had  a small  problem.  It 
seemed  the  presiding  official 
(justice  of  the  peace  or  clergy 
member)  of  their  wedding  had 
forgotten  about  the  special 
event.  He  had  already  left 
town,  literally  leaving  the 
bride  and  groom  at  the  altar! 
After  much  searching  by  the 
wedding  party,  one  of  our 
CrossPort  members  happened 
to  have  the  home  telephone 
number  of  a local  judge.  He 
came  over  within  the  hour  and 
rescued  their  wedding,  thanks 


to  the  Be  All.  It  was  a little  later 
than  planned,  but  better  late 
than  never!  We  invited  the  cou- 
ple to  join  us  that  evening  for 
dancing.  The  excellent  Queen 
City  Big  Band  dedicated  a 
song  to  the  new  couple,  who 
danced  together  to  the  app- 
lause of  all  in  attendance. 

During  intermission  after 
dinner,  Jenn  Marquette  took 
the  podium  and  recognized  the 
efforts  of  everyone  who  helped 
make  Be  All  2000  a success. 
They  had  the  heartfelt  thanks 
of  everyone  involved  for  a job 
well  done!  (I'd  mention  them 
here,  but  I know  Td  miss  some- 


one.) Jenn  then  introduced 
Naomi  Owen,  a.k.a.  "Mother 
Be  All,"  who  gave  a brief 
speech.  Toward  the  end, 
Naomi  asked  Jenn  Marquette, 
Kristine  Jones,  and  Jennette 
Caden  (me!)  to  join  her  on 
stage.  In  recognition  of  our 
efforts  and  hard  work  to  make 
Be  All  2000  a success,  Naomi 
presented  each  of  us  with  a sil- 
ver jeweled  butterfly  pin  and 


then  inducted  us  into  her 
"Three-cup  Bra"  club.  (The  Be 
All  1995  article  in  the 
November,  1995  issue  of  TG 
Tapestry  has  a picture  of  the 
"Three-Cup  Bra  award"  being 
given  by  Naomi  to  Linda 
Buten.  I guess  you'd  say  I've 
come  full  circle!) 

The  band  played  until  mid- 
night and  was  simply  won- 
derful! The  only  bad  event 
of  the  evening  occurred 
when  we  found  that  for 
some  reason  the  hotel  bar 
had  closed  just  as  the  dance 
ended.  Although  many  of  us 
went  elsewhere,  we  all  agreed 
that  the  evening  ended  'way 
too  soon. 

Sunday  morning  was 
the  traditional  brunch.  Many 
of  us  had  long  miles  to  travel 
and  work  beckoned  on 
Monday  for  most  as  well.  With 
many  sad  good-byes,  Be  All 
2000  was  officially  over. 

I can't  remember  working 
harder  at  a convention  (paid  or 
not!)  and  I also  can't  remember 
a time  when  I've  had  so  much 
fun.  Believe  me,  I did  NOT 
want  to  go  back  to  work  on 
Monday!  See  you  all  in  Detroit 
for  Be  All  2001! 
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CYNTHIA  JEFFRIES 

is  a 49-year  old  TS  living 
full  time  in  Independence, 
Kentucky.  She  has  three 
teens. 

She  attended  her  first  Be 
All  Conference  in  June  and 
won  the  costume  contest. 


JENNETTE  CADEN 
Jennette  appeared  at  her  first  support  group 
meeting  (CrossPort  of  Cincinnati,  OH)  in 
November  of  1995.  This  was  the  first  time 
she  appeared  in  public  (except  for 
Halloween).  In  mid-1996,  she  was  asked  to 
assume  the  editing  duties  for  the  CrossPort 
newsletter,  InnerView,  which  she  still  edits 
today  after  4-1/2  years.  Her  experience  and 
skill  recently  led  to  her  co-presenting  a semi- 
nar at  the  1999  IFGE  convention  and  to  be  a 
solo  presenter  at  the  2000  Be  All.  Being 
newsletter  editor  is  a refreshing  break  from 
her  regular  occupation  as  a technical  writer, 
programmer  for  Windows  installation  pro- 
grams, and  Windows  help  author.  Her  spouse 
of  21+  years  and  two  kids  (a  boy  11  and  a 
girl  14)  know  all  about  Jennette  and  are  very 
supportive,  although  not  nearly  as  much  as 
she  would  like.  She  nevertheless  enjoys  the 
times  she  does  get  out,  even  if  it  is  just 
being  Jennette. 


She  was  recently  elected  to 
the  board  of  Crossport,  a 
trans  support  group  in 
Cincinatti,  Ohio.  She  is  also 
the  public  relations  and  out 
reach  director  for 
Crossport. 

“Life  is  good!!” 


LARISSA  GLASSER 
is  Art  Director  at  this  maga- 
zine and  will  be  hitting  age 
30  like  a halo  of  bricks  in 
May  2001.  When  she’s  not 
glued  to  her  computer 
screen,  Larissa  plays  guitar 
for  the  heavy  metal  band 
MAGGOTZOID  which  fea- 
tures Belinda  Davenport  of 
Jacques  fame  on  vocals. 

Larissa  is  also  a novelist, 
librarian,  and  tattoo 
enthusiast.  Her  favorite 
bands  are  Venom,  Swans, 
and  The  Waitresses. 


the  top  100  out  transgendered  people  in  the  world, 
tant  people  were  left  out.  And  so  it's  evolved;  now  we're 
"J  :ndividua!s  who  send  us  a photo  and  a brief  bio — Ed. 
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TRANSGENDER  EQUALITY 

Currah,  P.,  and  Minter,  S.  Introduction  by  Jamison  Green. 

The  Policy  Institute  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  and  National 
Center  for  Lesbian  Rights.  Available  free  of  charge  at  <http://wwzo.ngltf.org>  in 
the  Library  and  Publications  section.  Bound  copies,  for  $10.00,  may  be 
ordered  online  or  by  calling  202/332-6483,  ext.  3205. 


The  most  difficult  part  of  being  a transgender  activist  interested  in  effect- 
ing legislative  change  at  the  state  and  local  level  is  getting  started.  If  you 
don't  think  so,  just  ask  anyone  who's  done  it.  But  now  fledgling  activists 
have  a resource  which  will  answer  some  of  their  questions. 

Transgender  Equality  won't  tell  you  how  to  start,  structure  or  grow  an 
organization  or  coalition,  but  it  will  provide  you  with  insight  into  approach- 
es to  legislative  work — and  therein  is  its  value. 

Readers  will  find  Jamison  Green's  introduction  both  informative  and 
readable.  This  introduction  should  be  required  reading  for  any  gay,  lesbian, 
bisexual  or  transgender  activist,  if  only  because  of  the  insight  it  brings  to  the 
history  of  the  gay  community — especially  the  effects  of  evolving  the  gay 
community  from  one  based  on  behavior  to  one  based  on  identity. 

Currah  and  Minter  begin  by  providing  an  historical  account  of  the  initial 
successes  in  state-level  transgender  activism.  The  discussion  of  the  events  in 
Minnesota  is  enlightening  and  informative.  Unfortunately,  there  is  a critical 
omission  in  the  key  players  in  the  Minnesota  success.  Many  historians 
remember  that  Jane  Fee  played  a major  role  in  Minnesota.  The  omission  of 
Fee's  role  is  unfortunate,  for  the  success  in  Minnesota — by  an  organization 
dubbed  "It's  Time,  Minnesota!" — provided  the  inspiration  and  impetus  for 
forming  It's  Time,  America!  (ITA).  While  this  might  be  considered  a minor 
flaw  in  an  otherwise  excellent  resource,  ITA  has  been  and  remains  a valuable 
resource  for  state-level  transgender  activists.  More  importantly,  the  authors 
fail  to  credit  the  many  ITA  chapter-affiliated  activists  who  risked  their  lives 
and  livelihoods  developing  the  strategies  and  approaches  outlined  in  the 
book. 

The  bulk  of  the  text  covers  the  nuts  and  bolts  of  winning  civil  rights  pro- 
tections for  transgenders.  In  addition,  there  is  a set  of  talking  points  which 
activists  will  find  invaluable,  as  well  as  a debunking  of  common  myths  and 
misconceptions  about  the  need  for  transgender  protections.  One  chapter  is 
devoted  to  hate  crime  laws.  Not  mentioned  here,  however,  is  that  many  gay, 
bisexual  and  lesbian  activists  consider  hate  crimes  "the  first  chink  in  the 
armor,"  against  legal  protections. 

The  book  winds  up  with  a discussion  of  alternative  routes  to  protections 
and  a fairly  comprehensive  listing  of  resources  available  to  activists. 
Throughout,  the  authors  provide  brief  profiles  of  transgender  activists  who 
have  realized  successes  at  the  state  and  local  level,  thus  shedding  a human 
light  on  the  subject. 

Despite  the  flaws  in  this  first-ever  book  for  transgender  activists. 
Transgender  Equality  remains  recommended  reading. 


Penni  Ashe  Matz  is  a transgender  activist  and  runs  the  Gender  Advocacy  Internet  News 
(GAIN)  service. 
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CHICK 
FOR  A 
DAY:  WHAT 
WOULD 
YOU  DO  IF 
YOU  WERE 
ONE? 

Edited  by 
Fiona  Giles. 
Simon  and  Schuster,  2000.  $18.00 
(256  pp.)  ISBN  0684855178. 


Reviezv  by  Andrew  Matzner 


What  does  it  mean  to  be  a 
woman?  Where  does  "Wom- 
anhood" lie?  For  many  of  the  gen- 
der-normative straight  and  gay 
professional  writers  who  con- 
tributed to  Chick  for  a Day  (whose 
premise  is  neatly  summed  up  by  its 
title),  femaleness  lies  mainly  in  the 
vagina,  clitoris  and  breasts.  The 
giddy  excitement  of  those  imagining 
themselves  as  attractive  women 
leaps  from  the  pages  with  the  expe- 
rience of  the  female  orgasm,  brought 
on  either  by  themselves  or  others. 
Womanhood  equals  sexuality  and 
physical  attractiveness — the  ability 
to  turn  both  oneself  and  others  on. 
Accordingly,  these  stories  of  meta- 
morphosis are  often  predictable  and 
offer  stereotypical  images  of  femi- 
ninity. 

Several  selections  do  stand  out, 
however.  For  instance,  a small  num- 
ber of  writers  focus  on  menstruation. 
Graphically  confronting  a topic  still 
taboo  in  our  country,  they  sensitive- 
ly explore  an  aspect  of  femaleness 
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many  women  are  unable  to  ignore 
and  of  which  many  men  are  ignorant. 

Also  notable  is  Bruce  Bauman's 
piece,  "The  Newly  Bom  Man":  "The 
woman  he  becomes  miscarries  her 
unborn  child.  He  expresses  the 
anguish  of  her  loss  in  language  both 
moving  and  intense.  For  Bruce,  the 
experiences  he  underwent  as  a 
woman  allowed  him  to  gain  "the 
power  of  a new  manner  of  feeling  and 
compassion  and  wisdom." 

On  the  other  hand,  some  contri- 
butions are  blatantly  misogynistic 
and  appear  out  of  place  in  a book  that 
claims  to  "pay  homage  to  women." 
Ian  Kerkhof's  condescendingly  titled 
"Sometimes  It  Ain't  Easy  Being  a 
Girl"  is  saturated  with  images  of  rape 
and  physical  abuse.  The  violence  Ian's 
alter  ego  suffers  appears  gratuitous 
and  mean-spirited  because  the  author 
seems  to  revel  so  much  in  its  descrip- 
tion. 

Then  there  is  the  charmingly 
titled  "No  Offense  Intended,"  by 
Gerald  Locklin.  He  writes: 

Sorry,  but  if  i awoke  one  morning 
with  a vagina 
i would  stick  my  dick  in  it. 
or 

i would  go  back  to  sleep 
and  try  again  later, 
or 

i would  get  dressed  very  quickly. 

(Actually,  I would  probably  kill  myself.) 

This  poem  points  to  the  problem 
with  this  collection.  Its  editor,  Fiona 
Giles  (who  was  also  the  editor  of  Dick 
For  a Day:  What  Would  You  Do  If  You 
Had  One?),  hopes  this  project  will 
serve  a higher  purpose  by  engender- 
ing "mutual  understanding"  between 
men  and  women.  Fiona  claims  in  her 
introduction  that  "the  majority  of 
writers  have  sought  to  bypass  the 
stereotypes.  They  all  show,  in  their 
different  ways,  a genuine  interest  in 
exploring  what  it's  really  like  under- 
neath the  costumes  and  conventions." 
I wonder  if  Fiona  is  being  defensive. 
Certainly,  with  their  emphasis  on 
womanhood  = the  acquisition  of  new 
body  parts  to  be  used  for  lots  of  sex, 
the  stories  in  this  collection  are,  with 
few  exceptions,  both  superficial  and 
trite. 

From  the  perspective  of  those  of 
us  who  are  transgendered.  Chick  For  a 
Day — as  a book  issued  by  a major 


publishing  house — illustrates  the 
extent  to  which  mainstream  society 
continues  to  wallow  in  one-dimen- 
sional portrayals  of  transgenderism. 

LOOKING  QUEER:  BODY 
IMAGE  AND  IDENTITY  IN 
LESBIAN,  BISEXUAL,  GAY, 
AND  TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITIES 

Edited  by  Dawn  Atkins.  The  Haworth 
Press,  Inc.  1998.  $32.95  (467  pages) 
ISBN  156023931X 
Reviewed  by  Trish  Salah 

What  does  a queer  body  look 
like?  Does  it  have  a sex?  More 
than  one?  Is  it  beyond  sex?  Is  it  fat?  Is 
it  black?  Red?  White?  Female? 
Femme?  Flaming?  Buff  or  butch?  Is  it 
gay?  Straight  looking?  Acting?  And 
how  do  our  looks — the  looks  we  get 
in  the  bathhouse,  the  drop-in,  the  bar, 
the  classroom,  the  mirror,  the  work- 
place, or  just  walking  down  the 
street — condition  how  and  who  we 
are  in  our  queer  bodies?  (If  queer  is 
what  our  bodies  are.  Mine,  it's 
surgery,  baby,  all  surgery  and 
'mones.) 

In  Looking  Queer:  Body  Image  and 
Identity  in  Lesbian,  Bisexual,  Gay,  and 
Transgender  Communities,  Dawn 
Atkins,  founder  of  the  Body  Image 
Task  Force,  brings  together  a broad 
selection  of  writing  that  addresses 
these  questions  and  more,  that  names 
and  combats  body  fascism  as  it  mani- 
fests within  queer  and  gay,  lesbian 
and  intersex,  bisexual  and  trans  com- 
munities and  persons.  While  many  of 
the  pieces  in  Looking  Queer  attend  nec- 
essarily and  intelligently  to  the  sus- 
ceptiblity  of  lesbians  and  gays  to 
familiar  problems  such  as  eating  dis- 
orders and  impossible  ideals  of 
(white)  feminine  beauty,  the  book  also 
contains  many  pieces  which  speak  to 
topics  less  frequently  raised  in  discus- 
sions of  body  image:  the  trauma 
induced  by  coercive  medical  interven- 
tions to  "normalize"  intersex  infants' 
anatomy,  the  persistent  erasure  of  dis- 
and differently-abled  peoples'  sexual- 
ity in  lesbian  and  gay  communities  as 
well  as  in  the  world  at  large,  the  psy- 
chically destabilizing  and  socially  dis- 


empowering  effects  of  the  racist  gaze, 
the  embodied  alienation  of  gender 
dysphoria  and  the  ambivalently  suc- 
cessful satisfactions  of  living  in  visi- 
bly transsexual  or  trangender  bodies 
in  an  aggressively  transphobic  soci- 
ety; the  feminizing  of  gay  Asian  men 
and  bestializing  of  gay  African  men  in 
white  gay  porn  and  erotica;  the  con- 
tradictory, at  times  unbearably 
painful,  pleasures  of  genderfuck,  of 
appearing  monstrous,  of  willing  or 
unwitting  passing. 

The  writing  in  Looking  Queer  is  as 
generically  diverse,  as  hybrid  as  the 
contributors'  sexed  and  gendered 
belongings.  Ranging  between  socio- 
logical autoethnography  to  lyric  auto- 
pornography, from  deconstructive 
critique  to  personal  testimony,  cross- 
ing between  all  of  these  forms  and 
more,  if  the  writings  in  Looking  Queer 
have  one  thing  in  common  it  is  this: 
implicitly  or  explicitly,  every  piece  in 
the  book  is  rooted  in  its  author's  pas- 
sionate commitment  to  transforming 
the  ways  in  which  bodies  are  socially 
regulated,  divided,  valued  and  deval- 
ued according  to  race  and  gender 
priveledged  ideals  and  ablist,  genetic 
aesthetic  norms.  And  while,  perhaps 
inevitably,  some  of  the  contributors  to 
Looking  Queer  do  themselves  fall  prey 
to  the  too  easy  strategy  of  rescuing 
one  socially  marginal  body  by  dissing 
another,  the  broad  inclusivity  and 
diversity  of  the  perspectives  and 
experiences  presented  in  the  book  go 
a "liberal"  distance  in  compensating 
for  this  all-too-frequently  encoun- 
tered failing. 

Trish  Salah  is  a Toronto-based  writer  and 
doctoral  student  at  York  University. 
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TRICKS  AND 
TREATS:  SEX 
WORKERS 
WRITE  ABOUT 
THEIR  CLIENTS 


Edited  by  M.B. 
Sycamore.  Haworth 


Press,  2000.  $17.95  ISBN  1560231629 


Review  by  Mirha-Soleil  Ross 

Put  two  or  three  whores  in  any 
room  and  the  first  thing  you 
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know,  we're  chatting,  laughing,  and 
bitching  about  our  tricks.  The  sharing 
of  stories  amongst  sex  workers  is  ritu- 
alistic. It  serves  a vital  personal,  cul- 
tural, historical,  and  political  function 
in  a context  where  being  a sex  worker 
is  severely  stigmatized  and  where,  in 
the  case  of  prostitutes,  almost  every 
single  aspect  of  our  work  and  lives  is 
criminalized.  Matt  Bernstein 
Sycamore's  intentions  with,  "Tricks 
and  Treats:  Sex  Workers  Write  About 
Their  Clients"  were  honorable:  he 
sought  to  provide  a space  for  sex 
workers  to  explore  on  our  own  terms 
the  "...  commercial,  cultural,  emotion- 
al, sexual,  (il)legal,  and  even  spiritu- 
al" facets  of  our  relationships  with 
our  clients. 

The  book  contains  two  dozen 
short  stories  and  personal  essays,  a 
few  of  which  are  pure  little  gems, 
well-written  and  textured  explo- 
rations of  our  relationships  with  our 
customers.  The  overall  collection  is, 
however,  disjointed  and  unbalanced. 
The  fact  that  half  of  the  pieces  in  the 
book  are  written  by  queer  boys 
reflects  the  gender  and  sexual  biases 
of  the  editor,  a queer  boy,  but  not  the 
gender  reality  of  a business  in  which 
the  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
workers  are  women.  And  despite  the 
editor's  stated  desire  to  include  trans- 
gendered  sex  workers  in  the  collec- 
tion, only  two  writers  identify  as  such 
in  their  stories.  One  of  the  two, 
Vernon  Maulsby  (Mikki)  writes  about 
her  experience  working  as  a male 
actor  in  porn  loops  and  as  a hustler. 
She  recounts  how  she  realized  she 
wanted  to  be  a woman  and  be  loved 
as  a woman  through  her  encounter 
with  a crossdressing  client.  While 
poignant,  her  story  provides  little 
insight  into  the  complex  working  and 
living  contexts  of  people  who  are 
whoring  as  transsexual  or  transgen- 
dered. 

Three  other  writers  offer  autobio- 
graphical narratives  that  are  vague 
enough  to  suppose  they  could  be 
TS/TG  but  which  also  fail  to  clearly 
address  the  specifics  of  our  job  as 
TS/TG  whores. 

In  many  of  the  pieces  included  in 
the  book,  I couldn't  figure  out  who 
was  the  client.  Some  stories  even 
seemed  as  if  they  had  nothing  to  do 


with  our  clients  but  rather  were  the 
works  of  some  sex-rad  artsy-farts  tak- 
ing advantage  of  this  space  to  publish 
their  work.  The  result  is  a book  which 
lacks  in-depth  discussion  of  the 
socially  invisible  and  often  vilified 
guys  who  buy  our  services. 

Mirha-Soleil  Ross  is  a transsexual  prosti- 
tute, videomaker,  and  performance  artist 
based  in  Toronto. 

THE  BRIDE  WORE  BLACK 
LEATHER  ...  AND  HE 
LOOKED  FABULOUS! 

Drew  Campbell.  Greenery  Press, 

1999.  $11.95  (166  pages)  Paperback. 
ISBN  1890159174 

Greenery  Press  may  be  contacted  at: 
3739  Balboa  Ave.,  PMB  195 
San  Francisco  CA  94121 
888-944-4434  or 
http://www.bigrock.com/~greenen/. 

Review  by  Jacob  Hale 

Campbell,  who  has  written  three 
other  altsex  books,  co-edited  Bitch 
Goddess:  The  Spiritual  Path  of  the 
Dominant  Woman  with  Patrick  Califia- 
Rice  and  who  has  contributed  numer- 
ous essays  to  magazines  and 
anthologies,  offers  an  amusing  yet 
serious  guide  for  interactions  with, 
lesbians,  gays,  bisexuals,  polyamor- 
ists, leatherfolk,  transpeople,  and  sex 
workers.  Even  though  the  underlying 
principles  of  common  courtesy  and 
consideration  may  not  differ  for  oth- 
ers interacting  with  the  rest  of  us, 
well-intentioned,  well-mannered  peo- 
ple may  still  sometimes  be  confused 
in  new  social  situations.  Campbell 
points  to  the  example  of  inviting 
friends  and  families  to  a wedding 
reception  for  his  wife  and  himself,  "a 
Christian  leatherdyke  and  her  Pagan 
female-to-male  transsexual  Daddy" 
(p.  2).  Campbell's  guests  couldn't  ask 
Miss  Manners  or  Quentin  Crisp  to 
answer  their  etiquette  questions.  Now 
we  can  ask  Lady  Etiquette,  a/k/a 
Drew  Campbell. 

The  book's  organization  is  pro- 
vided by  five  basic  rules  of  etiquette: 
Context  Is  Everything;  Define 
Yourself,  Not  Others;  Do  Not  Confuse 
the  Public  with  the  Private;  Consider 


Others  Before  You  Speak  or  Act;  and 
Play  Nice  or  Get  Out  of  the  Sandbox. 
The  specific  ways  these  rules  apply  to 
the  rest  of  us  are  addressed  by 
Campbell's  answers  to  questions.  The 
text  is  supplemented  by  illustrations 
by  award-winning  cartoonist  Donna 
Barr  and  pull  quotes  from  Campbell's 
internet  survey,  such  as  "Comment: 
'How  do  you  have  sex?'  Response: 
'Very  well.'  — Spencer  Bergstedt"  (p. 
99). 

This  is  a funny  book.  Some  ques- 
tions Lady  Etiquette  answers  include: 

o “Why  do  so  many  lesbians  have 
goofy  names?  A friend  just  announced 
that  she  is  changing  her  name  to 
‘Mariah  Labiablossom,’  and  I just  can’t 
say  it  without  laughing.” 

o “How  do  you  deal  politely  with  your 
packer  falling  out  of  your  trouser  leg  in 
public  where  many  of  the  attending 
think  you  are  a bio  male?” 

o “How  does  one  treat  a one-night 
stand?  Do  I offer  breakfast  and  a show- 
er? Must  we  exchange  numbers?  How 
can  I politely  ask  him/her  to  leave  so  I 
can  get  on  with  my  day?” 

o “Is  it  tacky  to  cruise  others  while  on  a 
date?” 

o “When  is  it  okay  not  to  invite  children 
to  an  event?” 

Witty  retorts  abound,  particularly 
in  Campbell's  advice  about  how  to 
respond  to  rudeness  from  the  clueless 
and  from  unrepentant  bigots. 

Campbell's  answers  to  trans-spe- 
cific questions  are,  to  my  mind,  right 
on  the  money.  The  questions  run  the 
gamut  from  well-meaning  to  down- 
right rude,  from  "Someone  I used  to 
know  well  appears  to  have  changed 
their  gender.  How  do  I politely  ask 
their  name?"  (p.  49)  to  "How  do  I 
respond  to  someone  who  says,  'So, 
have  you  had  the  penis  sewed  on 
yet?'"  (p.  99).  Campbell  provides 
solid  guidance  on  tact,  as  well  as  good 
suggestions  for  handling  egregious 
rudeness,  prejudice  and  bigotry.  My 
only  disagreement  with  Campbell's 
treatment  of  trans-etiquette  is  that 
with  one  exception  he  discusses  only 
interactions  between  transpeople  and 
non-transpeople.  What  about  eti- 
quette questions  that  arise  between 
transpeople?  For  example,  how 
should  I respond  to  a transwoman  at 
a mixed  trans  community  event  who 
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assumes  that,  since  I appear  unre- 
markable male  when  clothed,  1 must 
be  a male  crossdresser  not  "en 
femme,"  a nontrans  gay  male  ally,  or  a 
nontrans  "transfan"?  To  community 
members  who  call  me  at  5 a.m.  with 
personal  woes  or  their  latest,  greatest 
idea  for  a community  project?  To 
FTMs  who  tell  me  l must  be  suffering 
from  internalized  transphobia 
because  I don't  want  to  flirt  with  them 
or  have  sex  with  them?  To  transpeo- 
ple who  insist  on  calling  me  a "trans- 
man" after  I have  told  them  several 
times  I don't  think  of  myself  as  any 
kind  of  a man,  transman  included? 
How  should  I handle  the  mixture  of 
socializing,  disclosure  of  personal 
information,  flirtation,  and  work  that 
often  takes  place  in  community  orga- 
nization meetings,  so  different  from 
the  professional  environment  to 
which  I am  accustomed?  I'm  sure  the 
rest  of  you  can  think  of  many  exam- 
ples of  your  own  of  awkward  situa- 
tions with  other  transpeople. 

Although  I enjoyed  reading  this 
book  and  amuse  friends  with  quotes 
from  it.  I'm  uncomfortable  with  the 
impression  it  left  me  that  Campbell 
believes  etiquette  outweighs  all  other 
values,  political  and  ethical.  His 
answer  to  a question  about  outing,  for 
example,  is  that  it  is  never  appropri- 
ate to  out  someone  because  this 
would  be  "an  invasion  of  that  per- 
son's fundamental  right  to  privacy 
and  self-determination"  (p.  64).  While 
this  may  be  justified  as  a matter  of  eti- 
quette, this  answer  ignores  lengthy 
lesbian,  gay,  and  bisexual  community 
discussions  about  ethical  and  political 
values  that  can,  in  some  situations, 
conflict  with  the  values  that  prohibit 
outing.  Similarly  troublesome,  I 
believe  in  Campbell's  assertion  that, 
as  a matter  of  etiquette,  in  mixed  con- 
texts mainstream  manners  should 
hold  sway;  political  values  may,  in 
some  situations,  conflict  with  those  of 
etiquette,  and  require  discussion. 

Jacob  Hale  is  an  FTM  activist  and  philoso- 
phy professor  at  California  State 
University  at  Northridge. 


RANS-SISTER  RADIO 

Chris 
Bohjalian. 
Harmony 
Books,  2000. 
$24.00 
ISBN 

0609604074 

Review  by 
Dallas  Denny 


Popular  author  Chris  Bohjalian's 
mainstream  novel  Trans-sister 
Radio  has  been  drawing  good  press, 
but  I have  rather  a problem  with  it. 

SPOILER  WARNING!  If  you 
don't  want  to  know  the  plot,  skip  to 
the  next  paragraph!  The  story  line: 
Dana  Stevens,  a male-to-female  trans- 
sexual in  transition  and  a professor  at 
a small  college  in  rural  Vermont,  has  a 
live-in  affair  with  one  of  his  students, 
Allison  Banks,  a sixth-grade  teacher 
in  the  small  town  of  Bartlett.  When 
Dana  begins  to  crosslive,  a public  out- 
cry threatens  Allison's  teaching  job. 
Will  Banks,  Allison's  ex-husband  and 
for  years  the  director  of  Vermont 
Public  Radio,  has  a skeptical  dislike  of 
Dana,  but  runs  a two-day  program  on 
transsexualism  which  is  picked  up  by 
National  Public  Radio,  with  Allison 
and  Will's  daughter  Carla  moderat- 
ing. Eventually,  under  pressure  from 
the  community,  Dana  and  Allison 
break  up,  and  by  book's  end  Dana 
and  Will  have  become  an  item.  END 
SPOILER  WARNING. 

The  story  is  told  in  first  person, 
alternating  between  Allison,  Dana, 
Carla,  and  Will,  interspersed  with  the 
supposed  National  Public  Radio  cov- 
erage, replete  with  the  names  of  real 
NPR  reporters  and  announcers. 
Curiously,  although  NPR  and  its 
employees  are  named,  as  are  trans- 
gender personalities  like  Christine 
Jorgensen  and  Jan  Morris,  for  some 
reason  IFGE  is  disguised  with  the 
name  International  Association  for 
Gender  Diversity. 

Bohjalian's  treatment  of  the  trans- 
sexual issue,  which  might  be  consid- 
ered sensitive  and  cutting  edge  by 
some,  reads  like  a press  release  jointly 
authored  by  Drs.  Shiela  Kirk  and 


Stanley  Biber — who  were,  in  fact,  two 
of  his  sources.  Dana,  within  months, 
transforms  from  a fairly  run-of-the- 
mill  male  professor  type  to  a stunning 
and  passable  woman  who  is  better  at 
being  a woman  than  natal  females 
like  Allison  and  Carla.  Within 
months,  in  defiance  of  the  Harry 
Benjamin  Standards  of  Care,  Dana  has 
SRS.  Her  friends,  her  lover,  and  her 
lover's  family  stand  by  her;  her  trou- 
bles, what  few  they  are,  are  caused  by 
an  ignorant  and  intolerant  populace. 

Perhaps  part  of  my  problem 
stems  from  a dislike  for  Dana,  who 
knowingly  enters  into  a relationship 
with  Allison,  abusing  not  only  the  stu- 
dent-teacher relationship,  but  deliber- 
ately and  cruelly  not  telling  Allison  of 
her  impending  transition.  The  latter 
would  be  understandable  if  Dana 
were  as  confused  and  frightened  as 
most  of  us  are  at  some  time  in  our 
transgender  careers,  but  Dana  is 
knowledgeable  and  well-connected 
and  at  peace  with  who  s/he  is.  Under 
those  circumstances,  withholding 
such  vital  evidence  is,  while  common 
enough,  reprehensible.  I would  have 
liked  it  better  if  this  lack  of  character 
had  shown  itself  in  other  ways,  but 
instead  Bohjalian  paints  Dana  as  the 
ever-noble  and  constantly  misunder- 
stood transsexual. 

I was  especially  irritated  by 
repeated  references  to  Dana  being  a 
woman  who  happened  to  have  a 
man's  body,  for  to  me  Dana's  behav- 
ior seemed  to  me  unremarkably  male 
and  sexist  even  after  transition. 
Bohjalian's  portrayal  of  Dana  as  a sort 
of  superwoman,  better  than  nontrans- 
sexual women  without  halfway  try- 
ing, raised  my  feminist  hackles.  I was 
also  put  off  by  the  author's  deliberate 
distancing  of  Dana  from  "Times 
Square  transsexuals,"  keeping  her 
comfortably  middle-class  while  giv- 
ing her  the  sort  of  sexuality  street 
trannies  are  famous  for — for 

Bohjalian  paints  Dana  as  alluring,  far 
more  than  mere  mortals;  after  all, 
s/he  wins  the  woman;  later  on,  she 
even  wins  the  ex-husband  who  had 
initially  disliked  her.  Certainly  trans- 
sexuals, even  middle-aged  ones,  can 
be  and  should  not  be  ashamed  of 
being  powerfully  sexual,  but 
Bohjalian  takes  the  easy  route  by 
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making  the  transsexual  an  object 
of  sexual  desire,  despite  this  one 
being  middle-aged  and  remark- 
ably unfeminine  while  in  the  male 
role.  Somehow  Dana  magically 
transforms  within  months  from  a 
homy  professor  into  a passable, 
alluring,  and  sexually  magnetic 
woman,  irresistible  to  both  men 
and  women.  Not  that  it  doesn't 
actually  happen  at  times,  but  I 
don't  buy  it  here. 

My  major  beef  with  Trans- 
Sister  Radio  is  that  the  characters 
and  plot  are  shallow,  as  if  stamped 
out  by  a transgender  community 
cookie  cutter.  It's  as  if  Bohjalian 
read  intently  the  community's  lit- 
erature and  attempted  to  repro- 
duce it  faithfully  in  fiction. 
Consider  this  passage,  replete  with 
transgender  cliches,  in  which 
Dana  comes  out  to  Allison: 

Look,  I’m  a woman;  a woman 
who’s  been  saddled  since  birth  with 
the  body  of  a man.  But  in  my  mind, 
it’s  a fact:  I’m  female.  Just  like  you. 
Well,  not  exactly  like  you,  because 
you’re  straight  and  I’m  gay.  At  least 
you’ve  been  straight  until  now.  But 
my  hope  and  my  prayer  is  that  none 
of  that  matters  anymore,  because  in 
a couple  of  months  I’m  finally  going 
to  take  care  of  it.  The  penis.  I’m 
finally  going  to  have  the  surgery  that 
will  make  me  as  much  of  a woman 
on  the  outside  as  I am  on  the 
inside.  And  I know  this  is  a huge 
stretch  for  you,  but  I’m  hoping  with 
all  my  heart  you’ll  still  love  me.  After 
all,  I’ll  still  be  me.  Dana.  I’ll  be  the 
exact  same  person  I’ve  always 
been,  except  I’ll  be  dressing  the  way 
I’m  supposed  to,  and  I won’t  have  to 
endure  public  bathrooms  with  uri- 
nals. — p.  67 

To  the  unenlightened,  Trans- 
Sister  Radio  will  be  a good  read.  I 
found  the  characters  cloying,  the 
NPR  thread  irrelevant  and  dis- 
tracting, and  Dana's  willful  mis- 
treatment of  Allison  unforgivable. 
The  eventual  relationship  with 
Will  made  the  book,  to  me,  no  dif- 
ferent than  any  other  piece  of  mas- 
turbatory  autogynephilic  fiction. 


AN  INTERVIEW  WITH 
JUDITH  “JACK” 
HALBERSTAM,  AUTHOR  OF 

FEMALE 
MASCULINITIES 

by  Darryl  B.  Hill 

Judith  Halberstam  is  author  of  Female 
Masculinities,  a book  about  women  who  define 
themselves  by  their  masculinity.  She  is  Associate 
Professor  in  the  Department  of  Literature  at  the 
University  of  California,  San  Diego.  She  had  previously  published  several 
articles  on  female  masculinity,  but  this  is  her  first  book  on  the  topic. 

Judith  and  I met  when  she  came  to  the  college  where  I teach  to  give  a lec- 
ture on  the  topic  "Female  Masculinities."  In  the  morning  she  gave  a guest 
lecture  to  my  class  (her  first  lecture  to  a psychology  class!).  We  had  lunch, 
and  then  we  met  later  in  the  afternoon  in  an  old  19th  century  mansion  on 
campus  where  she  was  staying.  We  sat  in  what  would  have  been  the  receiv- 
ing room  and  talked  about  her  personal  motivations  for  writing  the  book, 
reactions  to  the  book,  male  femininity,  her  next  project,  and  the  future  of 
transgender  scholarship. 

DARRYL  HILL:  Why  did  you  choose  to  study  female  masculinity? 

JUDITH  HALBERSTAM:  I make  it  clear  in  the  book  from  the  outset  that  I 
am  masculine.  I also  maintain  female  embodiment.  I don't  particularly  iden- 
tify as  a woman,  but  I also  don't  identify  as  a man.  The  book  is  a way  of  jus- 
tifying my  sense  of  myself  as  masculine.  You  know,  trying  to  get  people  to 
recognize  me  as  masculine  without  presuming  that  I'm  on  my  way  to  man- 
hood or  that  I'm  just  a woman  with  a boyish  look.  The  book  suggests  that 
there  are  more  complicated  gender  identities  between  "man"  and  "woman" 
along  the  way,  and  I wanted  to  explore  some  of  them. 

DH:  Have  you  always  identified  as  masculine? 

JH:  Yes.  I was  basically  read  as  a boy  for  probably  the  first  14  years  of  my  life. 
I was  constantly  being  coded  as  a boy.  So,  I think  that  one  could  say,  after  that 
kind  of  experience  in  childhood,  that  one  has  been  "boyed."  And  having 
been  recognized  as  a boy,  it's  very  hard  to  not  make  that  part  of  one's  self- 
recognition. 

DH:  That  personal  commitment  to  the  topic  comes  through  fairly  strongly  in 
your  book. 

JH:  Well,  it's  pretty  important  because  if  people  don't  know  why  you're  writ- 
ing about  it,  the  criticism  takes  on  a really  different  tenor.  For  example,  in  the 
chapter  where  I talk  about  female-to-male  transsexuals,  I mention  a debate 
that  occurred  on  an  essay  I had  written  about  female-to-male  transsexuals. 
And  the  assumption  was  that  I was  a feminine-identified  feminist  writing 
this  piece.  Once  people  realized  that  I was  not  only  queer,  but  that  I identi- 
fied as  butch,  and  a stone  butch  at  that,  the  conversation  shifted  completely. 
So,  when  you  reveal  your  stakes  in  the  matter,  people  make  less  presump- 
tions about  you  and  then  they  have  to  read  more  carefully. 

DH:  So  when  you  started  doing  research  for  the  book,  what  surprised  you 
most  about  the  topic? 

JH:  I guess  one  of  the  surprises  was  the  way  people  thought  that  they  already 
knew  what  female  masculinity  was.  People  would  respond  as  if  this  is  an 
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obvious  topic,  and  they  knew  all 
about  it.  And  then  when  I pushed 
people  on  it,  I found  out  that  in  fact 
the  surface  has  barely  been 
scratched. 

DH:  What  are  some  of  the  reactions 
to  the  book? 

JH:  For  the  most  part,  the  reactions 
are  good,  and  you  know,  I think  the 
book  is  accessible  enough  that  it 
finds  different  kinds  of  audiences 
outside  of  academia.  One  response, 
when  I present  at  book  stores  as 
well  as  in  terms  of  written  respons- 
es, has  been  the  idea  that  I have  a 
narrow  idea  of  masculinity,  that  the 
book  limits  its  definition  of  mas- 
culinity to  appearance,  and  that  it 
doesn't  account  for  the  fact  that 
there  are  lots  of  women  who  appear 
feminine  but  feel  masculine. 

People  will  say  to  me,  "Well, 
you're  just  defining  masculinity 
according  to  appearance  and  you 
are  concentrating  only  on  women 
who  look  masculine;  but  others  may 


look  feminine  but  inside  feel  very 
masculine."  Right? 

Now,  that  baffles  me.  It  baffles 
me.  Because  on  the  one  hand,  if  you 
feel  masculine  inside,  what's  to  stop 
you  from  cultivating  for  yourself  a 
masculine  appearance?  And  on  the 
other  hand,  if  you  don't  look  mas- 
culine on  the  outside,  then  you're 
not  going  to  get  the  kind  of  disap- 
proval and  you're  not  going  to 
encounter  the  kinds  of  stigma  that 
the  woman  who  is  out  there  with 
her  masculinity  does  encounter. 

The  idea  that  masculinity  in  my 
book  comes  off  as  just  appearance 
misunderstands  what  it  means  to 
have  a surface  and  how  much  of 
gender  is  about  surface. 

DH:  And  the  importance  of  image 
to  gender  identity  in  our  culture? 

JH:  Yeah.  Exactly. 

There's  another  more  complicat- 
ed femme  response  that  asks  "Why 
aren't  you  talking  about  femmes?" 
And  "You're  taking  up  all  this  room 


glorifying  gender-crossing,  but 
what  about  the  women  who  decon- 
struct gender  normativity  by  being 
femme  and  being  queer  at  the  same 
time?" 

I have  great  respect  for  that  pro- 
ject, but  it's  not  my  project.  And  I 
don't  think  that  my  discussion  of 
female  masculinity  should  be  held 
to  equal  time  for  femmes.  That's  not 
what  it's  about.  Obviously,  I could 
have  written  more  about  femme, 
but  part  of  what  my  book  does  is 
dispute  the  idea  that  we've  spent  far 
too  much  time  talking  about  mas- 
culinity in  women.  I think  we 
haven't  spent  any  time.  We've  just 
sort  of  assigned  masculinity  in 
women  to  a stereotypical  position 
and  moved  down  from  it. 

Furthermore,  I'm  saying  that  a 
butch  woman  is  a butch  whether  or 
not  a femme  is  around.  And  very 
often  it's  not  only  in  relationship  to 
a femme,  it  might  be  in  relationship 
to  another  guy,  might  be  in  relation- 
ship to  another  butch,  might  be  in 
relationship  to  a gay  man,  but  it 
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isn't  only  in  relation  to  femme.  I 
don't  buy  the  essential  nature  of  the 
butch/femme  dyad.  There  are 
many  other  possibilities  for  cou- 
pling. And  so  a book  about  butch 
does  not  automatically  have  to  be  a 
book  about  femme. 

DH:  Do  people  also  think  you're 
saying  there's  some  sort  of  essence 
to  female  masculinity? 

JH:  Yeah.  And  I think  the  question 
I'm  often  asked  is  how  I position 
myself  with  regard  to  Judith 
Butler's  work.  Simply  put,  is  gender 
something  that  the  subject  con- 
structs, is  constructed  for  the  sub- 
ject, or  is  it  something  that  is  part  of 
the  subject's  core  being?  I think  that 
Butler's  answer  is  both,  and  I think 
my  answer  is  both.  Even  if  gender  is 
a construction,  it  often  feels  like  it's 
a deep  core  part  of  your  identity. 

DH:  When  I was  reading  your  book 
I could  see  people  saying  "Yeah,  but 
aren't  you  saying  that  there's  some- 
thing basically  different  about 
female  masculinity  compared  to 
male  masculinity?" 

JH:  Oh,  yeah,  and  I'm  saying  there's 
something  basically  different.  There 
are  lots  of  things  that  are  basically 
different.  One  is  that  female  mas- 
culinity is  not  socially  legitimated 
by  the  body.  Two,  female  masculini- 
ty has  no  easy  access  to  the  political 
or  economic  privileges  that  accom- 
pany dominant  manhood  in  this 
culture.  Female  masculinity  has  to 
be  constantly  justified  and  legiti- 
mated. All  of  those  things  culminate 


in  a masculinity  that  may  look  like 
male  masculinity  in  some  of  its 
expressions,  but  has  different  conse- 
quences, plays  itself  out  differently, 
has  a different  appeal.... 

DH:  Has  a different  history? 

JH:  ...  a very  different  history. 
Exactly. 

DH:  I have  to  say  one  the  things  I 
admire  about  your  academic  life  is 
how  you  contribute  to  popular 
magazines  [She  has  a regular  col- 
umn in  "Girlfriends"  magazine]. 

JH:  Well,  thanks  for  saying  that.  I 
think  queer  theorists  have  received 
some  legitimate  criticism  for  pro- 
ducing dense  or  unreadable  litera- 
ture, but  I also  think  that  there  is  a 
new  wave  in  queer  cultural  studies. 
We're  at  a moment  when  queer 
scholars  don't  want  to  talk  only  to 
one  another.  They  actually  want  to 
have  conversations  with  queers  out- 
side the  academy.  What  a novel  con- 
cept! 

When  I was  writing  about  drag 
kings,  it  was  very  important  to  me 
that  I not  go  back  to  them  with  a text 
that  was  indecipherable.  Because 
then  they're  going  to  be  like, 
"Whoa.  I gave  you  all  my  time.  I 
spent  all  this  energy  educating  you 
about  what  I do,  and  then  you  pro- 
duce something  I can't  read." 

Sometimes  I may  depict  them  in 
ways  they  don't  necessarily  agree 
with,  or  I may  put  a spin  on  drag 
king  culture  that  is  my  own  inter- 
pretation, but  as  long  as  they  read  it 
and  understand  it,  they're  free  to 


engage  with  it  critically  or  apprecia- 
tively. But  when  you  work  with  the 
community  and  then  represent  that 
work  in  a way  they  can't  recognize, 
it's  as  if  you've  taken  something 
from  them. 

DH:  In  Female  Masculinities  you 
wisely  shy  away  from  talking  about 
male  femininity  and  generalizing 
your  findings  to  male  femininity.  I 
sympathize  with  you  for  a number 
of  reasons,  and  possibly  different 
ones  that  you  mention  in  the  book, 
but  I wonder  if  you'd  take  a risk 
with  me? 

JH:  Yeah! 

DH:  What  can  we  take  from  your 
book  and  apply  to  male  femininity? 

JH:  You  know,  I think  there  are  a 
couple  of  ways  that  you  could  take 
a discussion  of  male  femininity. 
First,  is  this  a category  with  which 
people  are  actively  identifying? 
Because  I'm  not  seeing  that  much 
anywhere.  Many  men  who  actively 
identify  as  feminine,  it  seems  to  me, 
transition  from  male  to  female. 
Many  others  who  actually  identify 
as  feminine  suppress  the  obvious- 
ness of  their  femininity  in  order  to 
function  in  the  world  as  men — in 
other  words  they  spend  a lot  of  time 
at  the  gym  and  take  on  certain  kinds 
of  signifiers  that  are  going  to  allow 
them  to  be  read  as  properly  mascu- 
line. 

I don't  understand  why  some- 
body who  seems  to  be  a real  nelly,  a 
real  total  queeny  type  of  guy,  wants 
a typically  male  body.  I'd  like  to  see 


GLAMOUR  BOUTIQUE 

West  Side  Plaza  (Center  Unit) 

850  Southbridge  Street  (Rte  20) 

Auburn,  Massachuestts 
508-721-7800 

Wigs,  Lingerie,  Stockings,  Regular  and  Wide  Women's  Shoes,  Corsets,  Etc 
High  Quality  Breast  Forms  at  the  Lowest  Prices  Anywhere 
TRANSFORMATIONS  by  JAMIE  AUSTIN 

Hours:  !2-6(Monday-Saturday) 

Other  Hours  by  Appointment 
Visit  our  Internet  Site  at  www.glamourboutique.com 
Internet  Office:  508-347-5758 
Fax  508-347-2427 

Directions:  Exit  10  (Mass  Pike)  to  Rte  12W  to  20W  (Next  to  Spa  King) 


hoihiTrU' 

Wvute 

'WsOli  uj> 

to  your 
true  nature" 

Transgender  haven  in  mountain  splendor  near  gender-friendly  Asheville 

%in^re^5j>irits  FitriAtl  ^ OfUestkouse 

395  Lakey  Gap  Acres,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 
(828>66&-3889  / hoHyfairy@juno.com 
website:  www.TranSpirits.org 
Holly  Boswell  & Zantui  Rose,  Hosts 


Transgender  Tapestry  #92  • 55 


this  version  of  male  femininity  theo- 
rized. Some  queer  theorists  have 
suggested  that  we  can  identify  a 
desire  to  have  a penis  that  is  distinct 
from  the  desire  to  be  male.  This 
seems  somewhat  helpful.  For  a man 
who  feels  invested  erotically  in  his 
penis  but  not  invested  in  his  male- 
ness, he  might  go  to  the  gym  in 
order  to  create  a phallic  surface 
across  the  whole  body.  But  we  need 
a lot  more  explanation  for  why  it  is 
that  feminine  men  are  not  only 
attracted  to  conventional  forms  of 
masculinity  in  other  men,  but  recre- 


ate it  in  their  own  bodies. 

DH:  Whv  should  feminine  men  be 
interested  in  that? 

JH:  1 think  it's  an  insight  into  how 
gender  works  in  this  culture  and 
particularly  into  gay  forms  of 
misogyny.  If  the  gay  male  commu- 
nity fetishizes  all  forms  of  masculin- 
ity and  denigrates  male  femininity, 
then  what  happens  to  the  sissy  and 
the  queen?  Recent  mainstream  films 
with  gay  roles,  like  that  Madonna 
film  “The  Next  Best  Thing"  imagine 
themselves  to  be  busting 
stereotypes  by  casting  mas- 
culine men  like  Rupert 
Everett  in  leading  gay 
roles.  In  fact,  they're  just 
participating  in  the  con- 
struction of  a new  stereo- 
type—the  normatively 

gendered  gay  man. 

DH:  What's  next  for  you? 

JH:  I'  m in  the  middle  of 
writing  a book  on  Brandon 
Teena.  It  will  be  potentially 
more  academic  than  my 
last  book  in  the  sense  that 
transgender  studies  has 
become  mired  in  experi- 
ence, and  it  needs  some 
theoretical  structures 
through  which  to  negotiate 
the  experience.  Trans- 
gender research  cannot 
always  be  people  saying 
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"This  is  what  happened  to  me." 
With  the  case  of  Brandon  Teena,  for 
example,  what  I'd  like  to  do  is  ask 
first,  “Why  are  we  so  fascinated 
with  this  case?" 

And  then  I want  to  discuss  the 
particularities  of  queer  rural  popu- 
lations. I'm  as  interested  in  the  sto- 
ries of  the  women  Brandon  was 
involved  with  as  I am  in  his  story, 
and  I think  we  can  use  the  tragedy 
surrounding  his  life  and  death  to 
produce  new  knowledge  about  race, 
class,  gender  and  sexuality  in  work- 
ing-class rural  areas  and  small 
towns  in  the  mid-West. 

DH:  What  is  the  future  of  transgen- 
der scholarship? 

JH:  The  preoccupation  with  gender 
and  sexuality  must  be  linked  to 
other  things.  People  are  not  only  a 
gender,  and  not  only  a sexual  iden- 
tity. Transgender  studies  have  been 
so  overwhelmingly  white  in  the  last 
five  years  that  it's  going  to  stop 
being  relevant  unless  it  is  part  of 
different  conversations. 

As  an  academic  venture,  trans- 
gender studies,  needs  to  become  far 
less  parochial,  to  expand.  At  the 
ground  level,  we  need  lots  more 
magazines  like  this,  we  need  to 
have  lots  more  conversations,  we 
need  to  continue  to  develop  a grass- 
roots basis  for  talking  about  gender 
variance  in  ways  that  challenge 
mainstream  categories. 

There  is  a whole  set  of  people 
who  have  been  doing  this  work  for 
a long  time — folks  like  Gayle  Rubin 
and  Esther  Newton  and  Liz 
Kennedy.  It's  amazing  when  you 
recognize  there  is  actually  a geneal- 
ogy of  work  on  female  masculinity 
and  that  we  have  actually  different 
generations  of  work  on  this  topic. 
That  means  it  probably  is  not  going 
to  go  away. 


f 

Darryl  Hill, 

Ph.D.,  a social 
psychologist 
and  transgen- 
der advocate, 
teaches  the 
social  psychol- 
ogy of  gender, 
sex,  and  identi- 
ty at  Hobart  and  William  Smith 
Colleges  in  Geneva,  New  York. 
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Suwanna,  an  English  teacher  at 
Chiang  Mai  University 
(CMU),  remembers  being 
puzzled.  "The  name  on  the  roster 
said  'Somsak',  so  I looked  for  a boy. 
Instead,  a beautiful  girl  raised  her 
hand — it  was  quite  a shock! 

"Actually,  I don't  mind  when 
katoey  come  to  class  dressed  as 
women.  It's  when  female  students 
dress  too  casually  and  don't  wear 
their  uniforms  to  school  that  I'm  real- 
ly bothered." 

Compared  with  most  other  Thai 
schools,  Chiang  Mai  University  pro- 
vides a tolerant  atmosphere  for  trans- 
gendered  gay  men,  called  katoey  in 
Thai.  "Here  at  CMU  katoey  can  do 
what  they  want,"  declares  Gan,  who 
is  contemplating  sex-change  surgery. 
"There's  the  freedom  to  do  different 
activities,  and  the  freedom  to  study 
what  we  want.  People  don't  bother 
us." 

Although  on  campus  most 
katoey  wear  the  men's  school  uni- 
form (black  pants  and  white  shirt  for 
most  faculties),  many  cultivate  an 
androgynous  appearance  by  keeping 
their  hair  long  and  using  makeup.  A 
smaller  number,  blessed  with  toler- 
ant teachers  such  as  Suwanna,  can  be 
seen  in  the  women's  uniform  of  black 
skirt  and  white  blouse. 

In  this  relaxed  environment,  a 
unique  group  has  emerged  among 
CMU's  clubs  and  organizations. 
Rosepaper,  formed  over  twenty  years 


ago,  is  a "sorority"  run  by  and  for 
katoey. 

With  more  than  one  hundred 
members,  Rosepaper  is  one  of  the 
largest  clubs  at  CMU.  It  offers  katoey 
support  as  well  as  a chance  for  social 
networking.  "It's  important  for 
katoey  to  get  together  in  a group," 
says  Gan,  "because  we  can  under- 
stand each  other's  feelings  and  prob- 
lems. It's  also  good  that  we  can  get  to 
know  each  other  and  do  activities 
with  one  another." 

Rosepaper  is  especially  valuable 
for  first  year  members  because  it  pro- 
vides an  introduction  to  new  friends 
who  can  give  assistance  and  advice. 
Freshman  students  often  find  that 
starting  university  means  entering 
into  an  exciting  period  of  their  lives. 
Separated  from  their  families,  and 
lacking  parental  supervision — as- 
well  as  disapproval — katoey  soon 
discover  it's  easier  to  be  themselves 
in  their  new  surroundings.  Suwanna 
feels  that  katoey  are  more  likely  to  be 
accepted  by  student  peers  than  their 
own  family.  "At  home  katoey  proba- 
bly don't  look  or  act  even  one  percent 
the  way  they  do  on  campus.  They 
probably  have  two  complete  sets  of 
clothing  and  behavior." 

Chris,  a member  of  Rosepaper, 
agrees  that  parents  often  pressure  a 
transgendered  child  to  change  its 
behavior.  "They  are  upset  because 
their  son  isn't  a real  man."  On  the 
other  hand,  "Rosepaper  provides  a 


good  environment.  Since  we  are  sur- 
rounded by  friends,  it's  easy  for  us  to 
feel  confident  enough  to  express  our- 
selves." 

Rosepaper  is  locally  famous  for 
its  cabaret-style  shows.  Performances 
are  a traditional  part  of  many  impor- 
tant CMU  events,  such  as  the  annual 
Freshie  Festival  and  Open  Dormitory 
celebrations.  Members  are  also  fre- 
quently asked  to  perform  at  student 
as  well  as  faculty  parties.  Hotels  in 
Chiang  Mai  and  other  northern  cities 
have  played  host  to  Rosepaper  in  the 
past  as  well. 

Many  students  enjoy  watching 
Rosepaper  perform,  and  the  group's 
presence  at  an  affair  is  a big  draw. 
Min,  a third  year  humanities  major, 
has  seen  many  Rosepaper  perfor- 
mances. She  echoes  the  feelings  of 
their  fans.  "When  the  members  put 
on  a show,  it's  like  a real  cabaret. 
Some  of  them  seem  even  more  beau- 
tiful than  real  women."  Nah,  a fresh- 
man, is  also  impressed.  "The  katoey 
in  Rosepaper  are  very  talented,  and 
their  shows  are  what  make  school 
parties  a lot  of  fun." 

According  to  Ann,  a senior,  it's 
hard  not  to  be  dazzled  by  the  per- 
formers' sexy  outfits.  "Sometimes  I 
get  jealous  because  they  look  so 
good.  And  even  male  students  who 
say  that  they  don't  like  katoey 
love  to  watch  Rosepaper  perform." 
Suwanna  is  enthusiastic  as  well.  "The 
students  in  Rosepaper  work  very 
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hard  and  practice  a lot  to 
have  their  shows  come 
out  perfect.  They  are  real- 
ly amazing." 

Traditionally,  mem- 
bers of  Rosepaper  have 
practiced  their  perfor- 
mance routines  on  the 
balconies  of  one  of  the 
school  dormitories.  Be- 
cause of  the  large  number 
of  katoey  who  choose  to 
live  in  this  particular 
dorm,  it  has  gained  the 
reputation  of  having  been 
"taken  over"  by  katoey. 

However,  times  have 
changed,  and  due  to  stricter  universi- 
ty regulations,  outsiders  now  have  a 
more  difficult  time  entering  dormito- 
ries. This  means  members  of 
Rosepaper  who  don't  live  in  this  dor- 
mitory can't  practice  together  with 
those  who  do. 

But  the  shows  do  go  on,  and 
practices  continue,  although  not  as 
often  before.  Chris  laughs,  "Actually, 
the  people  who  watch  the  dorms  are 
usually  women,  and  they  like 
Rosepaper.  Since  they  know  that  we 
want  to  work  on  our  show,  some- 
times they  let  us  into  the  dorm  with- 
out stopping  us.  Then  they'll  come 
up  and  watch  us  practice." 

Other  important  activities  for 
Rosepaper  take  place  during  "rap 
nong,"  the  initiation  period  for  first 
year  students.  Each  of  the  different 
school  faculties  at  CMU  has  their 
own  method  for  hazing  freshmen, 
ranging  from  mild  (Humanities)  to 
severe  (Agriculture  and  Engin- 
eering). Depending  on  a student's 
faculty,  rap  nong  can  last  from  sever- 
al weeks  to  the  whole  freshman  year. 

Besides  faculty  rap  nong,  there 
are  additional  initiation  activities  for 
entering  students  from  particular 
provinces,  such  as  Lamphun  and 
Lampang.  For  those  katoey  who  have 
to  participate  in  faculty,  province  and 
Rosepaper  initiations,  finding  time  to 
study  can  be  a challenge. 

Most  of  Rosepaper's  rap  nong 
events  take  place  during  the  first 
semester.  Unlike  the  hazing  done  in 
the  faculties,  in  which  entire  fresh- 
man classes  participate  in  rap  nong 


WHEN  THE 
MEMBERS  PUT  ON 
A SHOW,  IT’S  LIKE 
A REAL  CABARET 
SOME  OF  THEM 
SEEM  EVEN  MORE 
BEAUTIFUL  THAN 
REAL  WOMEN. 

activities  together,  first  year  katoey 
are  usually  initiated  one  by  one,  not 
as  a group.  For  example,  a group  of 
senior  katoey  will  meet  with  a new 
member  and  give  him  information 
about  Rosepaper.  "We'll  get  together 
with  a first  year  student  and  chat,  let 
him  know  what  kinds  of  things 
Rosepaper  does.  We  also  see  if  he  has 
any  questions  or  needs  help  with 
anything,"  says  Chris. 

But  occasionally  the  purpose  of 
rap  nong  isn't  to  counsel,  but  to 
intimidate.  A favorite  method  is 
called  "weening,"  and  involves  a 
group  of  around  twenty  to  thirty 
senior  katoey.  This  large,  boisterous 
crowd  makes  its  way  to  the  dormito- 
ry room  of  one  of  the  new  initiates. 
Upon  opening  his  door,  the  unsus- 
pecting student  suddenly  finds  his 
small  room  swamped  by  katoey 
demanding  allegiance  to  Rosepaper. 

Sometimes  this  display  takes 
place  in  a more  public  space.  Lek,  a 
fine  arts  student,  was  eating  in  the 


cafeteria  one  day  when  she 
saw  a pack  of  katoey  march 
in  and  surround  a junior 
who  had  been  eating  by 
himself.  "They  were  shout- 
ing and  making  such  a 
scene.  After  they  left,  the 
junior  just  sat  there  cry- 
ing— 1 felt  so  sorry  for 
him!" 

Aum  explains,  "We 
want  our  junior  members 
to  know  who  their  seniors 
are.  Freshies  learn  during 
rap  nong  that  their  seniors 
have  more  authority  than 
them,  and  that  they  have  to  respect 
us."  Chris  adds,  "But  at  the  end  of 
rap  nong  we  have  a party  so  the  new 
members  can  understand  that  now 
they  are  part  of  our  group. 

This  year  many  of  Chiang  Mai 
University's  rap  nong  activities  were 
canceled  by  administration  officials 
because  of  negative  publicity  about 
hazing  which  appeared  in  the  press. 
The  power  of  the  Thai  media  cannot 
be  underestimated  in  its  ability  to 
influence  public  opinion.  In  the 
recent  past,  Rosepaper  itself  has  been 
affected  by  sensationalistic  media 
reports  which  targeted  katoey. 

In  1996  an  education  student 
who  happened  to  be  a katoey  mur- 
dered a young  woman  in  an  apart- 
ment near  the  university.  Com- 
menting about  the  case,  newspaper 
reports  made  negative  comments 
about  katoey  in  general.  Moo  com- 
plains, "After  that  woman  was  killed, 
the  media  used  generalizations  and 
stereotypes  to  describe  katoey. 
People  began  to  look  down  on  us, 
because  they  thought  all  katoey  are 
cruel  and  violent." 

Aum  adds,  "I  think  after  that 
incident,  Rosepaper  lost  some  of  its 
influence  on  campus.  Many  people 
believed  what  was  written  in  the 
newspapers,  that  katoey  are  unstable 
people." 

Chris  laughs  when  told  that 
many  Westerners  believe  Thailand 
accepts  katoey.  The  lack  of  legal  and 
religious  sanctions  against  homosex- 
uality has  led  some  observers  to  con- 
clude there's  no  homophobia  in  this 
country.  "Well,  1 wouldn't  exactly  say 
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it's  easy  to  be  a 
katoey  in  Thailand. 

Many  people  look  at 
us  in  a negative 
way,  and  there's  a 
lot  of  discrimina- 
tion. For  example, 
look  what  hap- 
pened at  Rajabhat 
[the  national  teacher's 
college].  After  the 
murder  in  Chiang 
Mai,  they  banned 

katoey  from  enter- 
ing as  students. 

They  said  the 
Chiang  Mai  inci- 
dent proved  katoey 
are  dangerous  and 
shouldn't  be  teachers.  I couldn't 
believe  it!" 

The  Thai  media  plays  a large  role 
in  perpetuating  this  discrimination. 
For  example,  journalists  who  write 
about  homosexuality  and  katoey  typ- 
ically rely  on  the  analyses  of  acade- 
mics and  psychologists.  Through 

newspaper  and  magazine  articles, 
these  "authorities"  have  popularized 
the  belief  that  transgenderism  is  a 
"disease"  which  must  be  treated. 

Having  a "deviant"  child  makes 
parents  of  katoey  often  feel  shameful, 
especially  because  psychological  the- 
ories usually  place  the  blame  for  this 
"unnatural"  situation  on  the  parents' 
child-rearing  practices.  Similar  to 
outdated  American  psychoanalytic 
theory  from  the  1950s  and  60s,  one  of 
the  more  popular  explanations  of 
transgenderism  lays  the  blame  at  the 
feet  of  mothers  who  pay  too  much 
attention  to  their  young  male  chil- 
dren. 

Television  soap  operas  also 
broadcast  negative  images  of  katoey 
by  portraying  them  as  one-dimen- 
sional characters.  Whether  as  comic 
relief  or  bitchy  queens,  roles  for 
katoey  are  extremely  limited.  Moo 
protests,  "TV  shows  portray  katoey 
as  all  having  the  same  kind  of  per- 
sonality. It's  not  fair  to  us  because 
many  different  kinds  of  people  are 
katoey." 

On  campus,  CMU  students  tend 
to  have  mixed  feelings  about  katoey. 
On  the  one  hand,  many  don't  wish  to 


have  a child  who  is  transgendered.  "I 
can  accept  katoey  as  a friend,"  states 
Bon,  "but  not  in  my  family.  I would 
feel  very  upset  and  disappointed  if 
my  son  became  a katoey.  I would  try 
to  make  him  change  his  mind."  Gop 
concurs,  "I  think  people  don't  want 
to  have  children  who  are  katoey, 
because  they  think  everyone  will 
look  down  on  them  since  their  chil- 
dren are  different  from  others." 

Students  also  feel  negatively 
about  katoey  who  draw  attention  to 
themselves  by  dressing  and  acting  in 
a conspicuous  manner.  Tom  believes 
katoey  often  want  to  be  the  center  of 
attention.  "Sometimes  I don't  like 
their  overacting;  even  a real  woman 
doesn't  act  like  that."  Bo  is  frightened 
of  katoey.  "I  think  katoey  are  more 
aggressive  than  women.  They  shout 
and  act  tough.  I think  they  have  vio- 
lent emotions." 

On  the  other  hand,  CMU  stu- 
dents tend  to  approve  of  katoey  who 
dress  and  act  like  "proper  women." 
"I  feel  more  comfortable  around 
katoey  who  are  quiet  and  don't  dress 
so  outrageously,"  says  Ann. 

Students  also  note  katoey  apply 
themselves  diligently  to  their  chosen 
pursuits,  and  therefore  become  very 
accomplished.  Both  male  and  female 
students  readily  express  the  respect 
they  have  for  katoey  who  are  hard 
workers. 

Students  often  describe  katoey  as 
good  students,  and  talented  in  per- 
formance-oriented activities  such  as 


dancing  and  cheer- 
leading. In  fact, 
katoey  are  highly 
sought  out  as  train- 
ers for  students  tak- 
ing part  in  campus 
cheerleading  compe- 
titions. 

Dang,  a third  year 
economics  student, 
says,  "When  katoey 
do  a show  or  perfor- 
mance, they  act  con- 
fident, and  when 
they  do  a project  or 
some  work,  they  try 
to  do  it  very,  very 
well.  This  makes 
other  people  accept 
them  and  their  work."  Min  agrees. 
"Katoey  do  whatever  they  can  to 
make  people  accept  them."  Ann,  a 
business  student,  would  be  embar- 
rassed if  she  had  a son  who  was 
katoey,  but  claims,  "If  katoey  have 
some  skill  in  an  activity  or  work,  that 
makes  it  better." 

Pirn,  a member  of  Rosepaper,  is 
also  well  aware  of  the  connection 
between  skill  and  social  acceptance. 
"I  think  people  accept  katoey  if  they 
work  hard  and  have  some  kind  of 
ability.  That's  why  I work  so  hard." 

Beauty  and  talent  are  particular- 
ly admired  in  Thai  society,  and  the 
members  of  Rosepaper  have  plenty 
of  both.  But  the  success  of  the  club  is 
double-edged,  as  it  both  supports 
and  challenges  traditional  stereo- 
types. Gan  stresses  that  for  every 
katoey  who  wants  to  work  in  the 
entertainment  industry,  there  are  oth- 
ers who  intend  to  follow  different 
careers.  Regardless,  "A  lot  of  people 
think  that  after  we  graduate,  we  will 
go  into  show  business  or  perform  in 
cabarets,  or  even  become  prostitutes. 
That's  too  bad,  right?" 

However,  "Being  in  a group  like 
Rosepaper  gives  us  the  confidence  to 
express  who  we  really  are.  I hope 
Thai  society  can  understand  it's  bet- 
ter for  people  to  display  their  true 
feelings  than  to  keep  them  hidden 
inside." 
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I0TICES  & 1 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

To  add  your  event  to  our  website,  please  log  on  to  http://www 

f. ifge.org,  then  click  on  GenderEvents  to  add  your  info. 

ENDOCHRINOLOGISTS  WANTED! 

As  a health  care  provider  in  the  field  of  transgender 
medicine,  1 am  building  a list  of  hormone  therapy 
providers  nationwide.  If  you  are  familiar  with  a 
doctor  who  provides  hormone  therapy  (it  need  not 
be  from  personal  experience),  please  send  me  their 
name,  address,  phone,  and  e-mail  information. 
Simply  sending  their  name  and  phone  number,  or 
partial  address  would  be  helpful.  Send  information 
to:  Dr.  Jamie  Feldman,  1300  2nd  Street  South, 
Suite  180,  Minneapolis  MN  55454  or  to  jaelinn@hot- 
mail.com. 

JANUARY  18-21,  2001 
FIRST  EVENT 

Crowne  Plaza,  Woburn,  MA 
Instructional  classes,  vendor  displays,  fashion  show  and 
awards  banquet!  Keynote  speakers  will  be  Dana  Rivers  and 
Daviko  Marcel  of  Transgender  Education  Network, 
http:/  / www. tcne.org 

for  more  info  call  Tuesday  nights  from  7pm  to  11pm: 

(781)  891-9325 

FEBRUARY  16-19 
AMERICAN  BOYZ 
TRUE  SPIRIT  CONFERENCE 

Washington  Plaza  Hotel 
10  Thomas  Circle,  NW 
Washington,  DC  (14th  & M) 

(800)  242-1140  / (202)  842-1300 
This  conference  is  open  to  all  who  wish  to  come.  Co-chairs 
Mike  Sanders  and  Tynan  Power  will  feature  interactive  work- 
shops and  caucased  facilitated  by  leaders  in  the  trans+/SOFFA 
community.  Subjects  include  health  and  wellness,  identity, 
SOFFA  issues,  legal,  political  and  activism. 

For  more  information 

contact  Tynan  Power  (617)  623-6825  e-mail:  ty@powerlines.com 

FEBRUARY  22-25,  2001 
COLORADO  GOLD  RUSH  2001:  A 
GENDER  ODYSSEY 

Renaissance  Hotel,  Denver  CO 

Our  keynote  speaker  is  Kate  Bornstein  on  Saturday.  Thursday 
features  a full  day  seminar — "TG  Themes  in  Mainstream 
Media."  Our  workshop  speakers  are  Leslie  Feinberg,  Dana 
Rivers,  Kate  Bornstein  and  Riki  Anne  Wilchins.  For  more  infor- 
mation contact  us:  http://www.ColoGoldRush.org 
e-mail:  GICofColo@aol.com 
phone:  (303)  202-6466 

MARCH  21-25,  2001 
1 5TH  ANNUAL  IFGE  CONVENTION 

Radison  Hotel,  Arlington  Hts,  IL. 

Featuring  daily  luncheons  with  exceptional  speakers.  Grand 
Opening  of  the  Rikki  Swin  Institute,  a program  of  outstanding 
Professionals,  Experts,  and  TG  Leaders,  plus  Vendors,  Local 
Shopping,  S.O.  Program.  For  details,  call  (610)  759-1761  or  send 
e-mail  to  skristinej@aol.com. 
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JUNE  17-23,  2001 
ASPECTS  OF  GENDER 


Albany,  NY  12212-3604,  OR  Call  on  Thursday  nights 
only  (518)  436-4513. 

ATTENTION 

TRANSGENDERED  ARTISTS— 
CALL  FOR  ENTRIES! 

FULTON  STREET  GALLERY,  which  will  feature  the 
42  Aspects  of  Gender  Transgender  Conference 
and  Exhibition  announces  the  following 
call  for  entries: 

1. )  Exhibition:  Regional  artists  are  invited  to  submit  ten  slides  of 
their  recent  work,  a statement  about  their  art,  and  a current 
resume.  All  media  accepted,  including  video,  installation,  and 
interactive  projects.  POSTMARK  DEADLINE:  April  27,  2001. 

2. )  Proposals:  We  are  looking  for  interested  individuals  to  speak 
about  and  serve  on  panels  about  transgender  issues.  Depending 
on  interest,  activities  will  run  throughout  the  week  or  be  con- 
tained in  a three  day  weekend. 

For  complete  guidelines,  e-mail  info@fultonstreetgallery.org 
or  see  website:  http:/ /fultonstreetgallery.org. 

Send  all  correspondence  and/or  materials  to 
Fulton  Street  Gallery,  408  Fulton  Street,  Troy  NY  12180, 
Tele:  (518)  274-8464/  FAX:  (518)  274-8479 


Puttin 

on  tlio 

oiitz! 


A Transgender  Conference  and  Exhibition,  to  be  held  at  Fulton 
Street  Gallery  in  Troy,  New  York.  For  more  information  please 
contact:  Helen  Montage  Farrell,  c/o  TGIC,  PO  Box  13604, 


ARIZONA  STYLE! 

Transgender 
Conference  and  Ball 


Speakers  • Vendors 
Entertainment  & More! 

February  24,  2001 
Phoenix,  AZ 
Crowne  Plaza  North  Hotel 

480-897-0735  • www.GlitzBall.com 
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PROFESSIONAI 

L 1 

LISTINGS 

We  at  Transgender  Tapestry  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  professional  individuals  and  organizations 
who  support  the  production  of  this  magazine  with  a paid  listing.  Please  remember  to  look  here  first  for  services. 

ARIZONA 

SHEILA  DICKSON,  PH.D. 

3930  E.  Camelback  Road,  Suite  205, 
Phoenix,  AZ  85018 
Tele:  602-956-3006, 

FAX:  602-840-3346. 

Licensed  clinical  psychologist,  25 
year  gender  specialist.  General  and 
gender  counseling  for  individuals, 
couples  and  famines.  Work- place 
consultation.  Member  HBIGDA. 
Evaluations  for  hormones,surgery; 
referrals  to  medical  sendees.  #93 

SOUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA 

RISKIN-BANKER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  CENTER 

1913  E17th  St.,  Ste.  107 
Santa  Anna,  CA  92705 
tele:  714-953-9882, 

FAX:  714-953-2094, 
e-mail:RBCenter  @aol.com 
Board  Certified  Sex  Therapists  with 
extensive  experience  counseling 
Transgender  individuals.  Interns  are 
available  on  a sliding  fee  scale.  #94 

CENTER  FOR  GENDER  SANITY 

P.O.  Box  451427, 

Westchester,  CA  90045. 

Tele:  310-670-2222. 

Janis  Walworth,  Michele  Kammerer. 
Email:  merkins@cris.com. 

Web:  www.cris.com/ -merkins 
Consulting  services  for  employers 
with  transsexual  workers,  sensitivi- 
ty training.  Job  issues?  Call  us  (no 
charge).  Conferences  for  transgen- 
derea,  intersex,  and  non-T  women. 

#94 

NORTHERN 

CALIFORNIA 

GIANNA  E.  ISRAEL 

PO  Box  424447, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94142 
Tele:  415-558-8058, 

E-mail:  Gianna@counselsuite.com. 


Individual  counseling.  Nationwide 
telephone  consultation,  gender  spe- 
cialized evaluations  custody  and 
relationship  issues.  Author  of 
Transgender  Care  (Temple  University, 
1997)  HBIGDA  Member.  #95 

DOUGLAS  K. 

OUSTERHOUT,  M.D. 

45  Castro  St.,  Suite  150, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 

Phone  415-626-2888 
e-mail:  ousterht@cris.com. 

Facial  and  body  feminization 
surgery.  #94 

COLORADO 

STANLEY  H.  BIBER,  M.D.,  P.C.: 

406  First  National  Bank  Bldg., 
Trinidad  CO  81082. 

Tele:  719-846-3301. 

FAX:  719-846-6097. 

Surgeon.  #92 

CONNECTICUT 

GENDER  IDENTITY  CLINIC 
OF  NEW  ENGLAND: 

c/o  Central  Connecticut 
Counselling  Associates, 

82  Vine  Street, 

New  Britain  CT  06052 

Contact:  Katherine  M.  Sterner,  Ph.D. 

Tele:  860-225-4682. 

Web: 

www.intelleng.com/ gicne.html. 
Differential  diagnosis,  hormonal 
therapy  and  general  counseling  for 
transgendered  persons.  #94 

FLORIDA 

A CLINICAL  APPROACH 
COUNSELING  CENTER 

c/o  Marcia  L.  Schultz,  Ph.D., 

1801  University  Drive, 

Coral  Springs  FL  69541. 

Tele:  954-345-2292. 

FAX:  954-345-8086. 

Dr.  Schultz  has  worked  with  the 
Transgender  Community  for  six 
years  attending  support  groups  and 
having  attended  Southern  Comfort 


three  times.  Our  office  is 
Transgender  friendly.  Therapy  for 
TGs  and  families.  #92 

LIBBY  A.  TANNER,  Ph.D., 

L.C.S.W.  L.M.F.T. 

1800  Sunset  Harbour  Drive,  #1012 
Miami,  FL  33139 
Tele:  305-538-4849/305-534-0686 
E-mail:  Libby_Arkin@aol.com 
AASECT/ HBIGDA  certified  sex 
therapist,  20  years  experience  with 
T's  and  their  families.  General  psy- 
chotherapy and  sexologist.  #95 

ILLINOIS 

RANDI  ETTNER,  PH.D. 

1214  Lake  St., 

Evanston  IF  60201. 

Tele:  847-328-3433. 

FAX:  847-328-5890. 
http://members.aol.com/ rettner. 
Psychotherapist/psychologist. 
President,  New  Health  Foundation. 

#92 

INDIANA 

One  of  the  most  unusal  services 
available  that  is  here  for  you.  A cer- 
tified hypnotherapist  available  for 
you.  Discrete  phone  calls  and  per- 
sonal visits.  Seamstress  available  for 
outfits,  make  up  secrets.  Or  just 
want  a weekend  or  day  being  com- 
pletely transformed  into  that  special 
lady,  infantalism,  dom  and  a lot 
more  available.  Including  phone 
fantasy  offered.  Contact  Lynnette 
765-396-2237.  #95 

MARYLAND 

KATE  THOMAS,  PH.D.,  RN.,  CS., 
F.A.A.C.S.: 

The  Human  Ecology  Center, 

4419  Falls  Road, 

Baltimore  MD  21211. 

Tele:  410-625-1095. 

FAX:  410-366-0651. 

Clinical  sexologist,  specializing  in 
sexuality  and  gender.  #93 


The  professional  ads  in  this  magazine  have  been  placed  by  individuals  and  organizations  who  support  the  production 
of  this  magazine  with  a paid  listing.  A one  year  paid  listing  is  $125,  which  includes  four  issues  of  Transgender 
Tapestry.  To  place  a Professional  Listing  Call:  781-899-2212  or  E-mail  us  at:  info@ifge.org 
and  please  include  PRO-AD  in  the  subject  line  of  the  e-mail  message. 

You  can  also  write  to  us: 

ATTN:  PRO-AD,  IFGE,  PO  Box  540229, 

Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

ELKE  O'DONNELL,  PH.D.,  MTS: 

43  Roberts  Road, 

Cambridge  MA  02138. 

Tele:  617-441-9300. 

Email:  EUOD@aol.com. 
Psychotherapy  & pastoral  counsel- 
ing for  the  transgendered. 
Individuals,  couples  & families. 
Referrals  for  HRT  and  surgery.  #94 

CHRISTINE  C.  BECKER,  LICSW 

341  Marrett  Rd.  (Rt.  2A) 

Lexington,  MA  02421 
Tel:  781-862-6170 

Gender  Specialist,  Individual,  cou- 
ple, family  and  group  counseling  for 
the  transgender  community. 

Support  tor  partners  and  TG 
Parenting,  medical  care  and  surgical 
referrals,  workplace  transitions. 
Support  groups  for  M2F  and  F2M. 

#95 

DIANE  ELLABORN,  LICSW, 
NASW  DIPLOMAT  IN  CLINICAL 
SOCIAL  WORK 

152  Edmonds  Rd. 

Framingham  MA  01701 
Tele:  508-788-5406 
Individual,  couple  and  group  psy- 
chotherapy. Evaluations  for  hor- 
mones and  surgery  and  referrals  to 
medical  sendees  for  transsexuals. 
Insurance  accepted.  Supervision  and 
consultation  for  professionals.  #94 

LISETTE  R.  LAHANA,  LICSW 

Psychotherpaist 

Northampton,  MA 

Tele:  413-585-9085 

Website:  lisettelahana.itgo.com 

Email: 

Information@lisettelahana.itgo.com 
Individual  adult,  adolescent,  child 
and  family  therapy.  Evaluations  for 
hormones  and  surgery  and  referral 
to  medical  services  for  transsexuals. 
Self-pay  and  insurance  accepted. 
Spanish  Speaking.  #95 

DENNIS  PEARNE,  EDD 

207  Union  Street 
South  Natick,  MA  01760 
508-651-7707 

Licensed  Psychologist  specializing 
in  Transgender  issues. 

Consultations,  psychotherapy  and 
counseling.  ^ #93 

MICHIGAN 

SANDRA  L.  SAMONS, 

Ph.D.c,  DCSW 

HOMESTEAD  COUNSELING 
CENTER 

1480  Shevchenko  Drive 
Ann  Arbor,  MI  48103-9001 
Phone:  (734)  663-7871 
FAX:  (734)  663-7441 
E-mail:  homstead@aol.com 
SUPPORT  and  GUIDANCE  for 


Self-Discovery,  family  issues,  com- 
ing out,  being  out,  transition  issues. 
Extensive  experience  in  serving  the 
entire  spectrum  of  Cross  Dressers, 
Transgendered,  Transsexuals. 
Referrals  as  indicated.  #95 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN 
HEALTH  SYSTEM 
COMPREHENSIVE  GENDER 
SERVICES  PROGRAM: 

Contact:  Alfreda  Rooks  Jordan 
Office:  734-528-0895 
Email:  umcgsp@umich.edu 
The  UMHS-CGSP  is  dedicated  to 
meeting  the  medical  and  mental 
health  care  needs  of  individuals  and 
their  families  for  whom  gender  and 
sexual  identity  and  expression  are 
primary  issues.  Full  range  of  ser- 
vices including  primary  medical 
and  mental  health  care,  speech  and 
surgery.  #94 

MINNESOTA 

KAROL  L.  JENSEN,  M.P.H.,  PH.D. 

2817  Lyndale  Ave., 

Minneapolis  MN  55408 
Tele:  61^-872-6399. 

E-mail:  KLJensen02@aol.com. 
Gender  identity  issues,  TS,  TG,  indi- 
vidual psychotherapy  and  couple 
work.  " #94 

TRANSGENDER  SERVICES, 
PROGRAM  IN  HUMAN 
SEXUALITY,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
FAMILY  PRACTICE  & 
COMMUNITY  HEALTH, 
UNIVERSITY  OF  MINNESOTA 
MEDICAL  SCHOOL 
Walter  Bockting,  Coordinator, 

1300  South  Second  Street,  Suite  180, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55454. 

Tele:  612-625-1500. 

FAX:  612-626-8311. 

Email:  bockt001@tc.umn.edu 
Web:  www.med.umn.edu/fp/phs/ 
phstgsrv.htm.  Comprehensive  ser- 
vices for  transgender,  transsexual 
and  intersex  persons  and  families. 

#92 

MISSOURI 

HELEN  R.  FRIEDMAN,  PH.D. 

7750  Clayton  Road,  Suite  210, 

St.  Louis,  MO  63117. 

Tele:  314-781-4500. 

Clinical  psychologist  offering  com- 
passionate, supportive  individual, 
couple,  and  family  therapy  for  the 
transgendered  community  and  their 
families.  Specialties:  gentler  identity, 
addictions,  depression,  anxiety, 
stress,  relationships,  sexuality.  #93 

NEVADA 

NANCY  LEE,  PH.D. 

Caring  Counseling, 

2061  Market  Street, 


Reno  NV  89502. 

Tele:  702-322-7771. 

FAX:  702-322-7501. 

Providing  warm,  accepting,  validat- 
ing and  confidential  psychotherapy 
for  all  members  of  the  transgender 
community  and  their  families.  #92 

NEW  JERSEY 

DR.  AMY  L.  ALTENHAUS,  PH.D. 

80  East  Main  Street 

Freehold,  NJ  07728 

Tele:  732-780-6644 

FAX:  732-845-1184 

Psychologist  doing  psychotherapy 

and  custody  evaluation.  #95 

DR.  A.S.  NUBEL 
PHYCHOTHERAPIST: 

683  Donald  Dr. 

N.  Bridgewater,  NJ  08807 
Tele:  908-722-9884, 

FAX:  908-722-0666 
Email:  Nubel@Eclipse.net 
Web:  www.Eclipse.net/~Nubel 
Specialized  Treatment  of  Gender 
Identity  Disorders,  (TV/TS,) 
Individuals,  Marriage  and  Family, 
Groups.  #95 

NEW  YORK 

ARLENE  ISTAR  LEV  R.C.S.W., 
C.A.S.A.C. 

Choices  Counseling  and  Consulting 
321  Washington  Avenue 
Albany,  NY  12206 
518-463-9152 

www.choicesconsulting.com 
info@choicesconsulting.com 
Individual  and  family  therapy  for 
lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  transgender 
(TV/TS)  and  other  sexual  minority 
issues.  Advocacy  and  support  for 
gender  confusion  and  transition- 
related  issues.  Gender-friendly,  non- 
pathologizing,  family-oriented. 
Groups  available  for  mtf  and  signifi- 
cant others.  Supervision  and  consul- 
tation available.  #94 

DOROTHY  C.  HAYDEN,  CSW 

209  E.  10th  Street  #14 
New  York  NY  10016-3112 
Tele:  212-673-5717 
Web:  www.sextreatment.com 
E-mail:  dolly4@mindspring.com 
Specializes  in  comprehensive  trans- 
gender care  and  has  training  in 
transgender  concerns  by  the 
American  Association  of  Sex 
Counselors,  Educators,  and 
Therapists.  #95 

DAVID  OSTAD,  M.D. 

Director,  Park  Avenue 
Plastic  Surgery 
740  Park  Avenue 
New  York,  NY  10021 
Tele:  877-494-8648 

Email:  Expert@HairTransplants.com 
or  Expert@Surgery.com 
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Specializing  in  SRS  and  Associated 
Procedures.  #95 

KATHERINE  / KIT  RACHLIN, 
PH.D. 

153  Waverly  Place,  Suite  700 
New  York,  NY.  10014 
Tele:  212-206-3636 
E-mail:  KRachlin@aol.com 
Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist  with 
solid  TS/TG  experience  (14+  years) 
and  serious  clinical  training.  Warm, 
open  minded,  supportive  and  well- 
informed.  Provides  psychotherapy 
and  resource  referrals  to  individu- 
als, SOFFAS,  couples,  and  non-tradi- 
tional  relationships.  Alternate 
lifestyles  welcome.  Also  provides 
professional  supervision  for  psy- 
chotherapists. #93 

DAVID  SEGAL, 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

30  Vesev  St. 

New  York,  NY  10007 
Tel:  212-406-9200 
FAX:  212-571-0938 
Gender  Friendly.  No  fee  for  consul- 
tation. Experienced  in  all  areas  of 
Law.  #94 


OHIO 

TRANSSEXUAL, 
CROSSDRESSER, 
TRANSGENDERIST  CONCERNS 

Meral  G.  Crane,  MA,  LPCC  Clinical 
P.O.  Box  82008, 

Columbus,  OH,  43202 
Tel:  614-451-0111, 
email:  crane.2@osu.edu 
Director  and  Coordinator,  Family 
Therapist;  Sex  Therapist,  Licensed 
Counselor.  Over  25  years  experi- 
ence. ' #93 

RHODE  ISLAND 

BRETT  LEIMKUHLER,  PH.D. 

Center  for  Neuropsychology 
Tele:  401-783-1304  ' 

Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist  with 
a private  practice  in  Wakefield,  RI. 
Services  include  individual  (adult 
and  adolescent),  couples  and  family 
therapy.  Blue  Cross /Blue  Shield  of 
RI  and  MA  accepted.  #95 

DAVID  MEDEIROS,  MSW,  LICSW 

Gateway  Office  Suite,  #224 
1645  Warwick  Avenue 
Warwick  RI  02889 
Tele:  (401)739-4604 
Gender  Specialist,  counseling. 
Psychotherapy  and  Education. 

#94 

TEXAS 

PHYLLIS  RANDOLPH  FRYE, 
ATTORNEY 

5707  Firenza  Street, 


Houston,  Texas  77 035-5515,  AC 
Tele:  713-723-8368 
Email:  prfrye@aol.com 
Transgendered,  "OUT"  lawyer, 
licensed  in  Texas,  since  1981.  Gender 
ID  change  and  sex  correction  with- 
out genital  reconstruction.  Also, 
wills,  criminal  defense  and  divorce 
practitioner.  (Not  certified  by  Texas 
Board  of  Legal  Specialization.) 

See  http://christielee.net  #94 

FELESHIA  PORTER,  MS,  LPC 

Park  Cities  Counseling  Center 
3520  Cedar  Springs  Road 
Dallas,  TX  75219 
Tele:  214-526-3374  x4 
FAX:  214-526-3375 
E-mail:  FeleshiaPorter@yahoo.com 
Self-esteem  specialist  working  in  the 
areas  of  gender,  sexuality,  and  rela- 
tionships. Working  with  people  in 
transition  since  1997,  she  provides  a 
loving,  safe  environment  that 
encourages  people  to  embrace  their 
"true  selves."  She  is  a member  and 
followd  the  guidelines  of  HGIGDA. 
Individual  and  group  sessions  avail- 
able. #93 

ALICE  WEBB,  PH.D.  LMSW-ACP 

18333  Egret  Bay  Blvd.,  Suite  560, 
Houston  TX  77058 
(NASA,  Clear  Lake  area) 

Tele:  281-333-2278. 

FAX:  281-333-2293. 

Email:  ALESWEBB@aol.com. 

Pres.  Elect-HBIGDA,  1997-1999. 
Clinical  sexology,  gender  program, 
certified  sex  therapist,  general  psy- 
chotherapy. #94 

VERMONT 

REBECCA  SHERLOCK 
LICSW,  NASW 

Montpelier,  Vermont 
Tele:  802-229-2946 
E-mail:  care@adelphia.net 
Diplomate  in  clinical  social  work. 
Individual,  couple,  and  family  psy- 
chotherapy. Evaluations  for  hor- 
mones and  surgery  and  referrals  to 
medical  services  for  transsexuals. 
Insurances.  #95 

VIRGINIA 

RUSTY  LYNN,  LCSW, 

PASTORAL  COUNSELOR 

Tele:  703-903-9696,  ext.  269 
Over  ten  vears  experience  helping 
transgender  persons,  their  spouses, 
family  members,  and  friends. 
Referrals  to  medical  professionals 
when  appropriate.  Offices  in 
Washington  DC  near  Metro  Center, 
and  in  N.  Arlington,  VA  #94 

MARTHA  HARRIS, 

LCSW,  CHT.  TFT: 

Banyan  Counseling  Center, 


4201  John  Marr  Drive,  Ste.  222 
Annandale,  VA  22003 
Tele:  703-914-4627 
Affirming,  sensitive,  confidential 
counseling  for  the  TG  community, 
their  significant  others  and  families. 
Certified  Hypnotherapist  & 

Thought  Field  Therapist.  #92 

MICHAEL  G.  TANCYUS  L.C.S.W. 

57  South  Main  Street,  Suite  615 
Harrisonburg,  VA  22801 
Tele:  540-574-6063 
Email:  rolltide@cfw.com 
Web:  www.busdir.com/tancyus- 
mic/index.html 

Individuals,  couples  and  families. 
Providing  affirming  care  for  trans- 
gendered individuals  and  their 
loved  ones  from  a family  preserva- 
tionist orientation.  Over  20  years  of 
experience  with  adults  and  adoles- 
cents. #94 

WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

RUSTY  LYNN,  LCSW, 

PASTORAL  COUNSELOR 

Tele:  703-903-9696,  ext.  269 
Over  ten  years  experience  helping 
transgender  persons,  their  spouses, 
family  members,  and  friends. 
Referrals  to  medical  professionals 
when  appropriate.  Offices  in 
Washington  DC  near  Metro  Center, 
and  in  N.  Arlington,  VA  #92 

WASHINGTON 


JUDE  PATTON, 

CMHC,  CMFT,  PA-C: 

1812  East  Madison,  Suite  102 
Seattle,  WA  98122 
Phone/FAX:  (425)  787-5094 
Email:  JUDEPATTON@aol.com 
Compassionate,  supportive  counsel- 
ing for  all  trans-persons  and  their 
SOFFAs,  by  transman  who  is  a 
physician  assistant,  therapist  and 
AASECT  certified  sex  educator  and 
sex  therapist.  Reasonable  fees.  #94 


THE  INGERSOLL 
GENDER  CENTER: 

1812  East  Madison 
Seattle  WA  98122 
Tele:  206-329-6651 

Counseling  & referrals.  #92 

WISCONSIN 


MILWAUKEE  TRANSGENDER 
PROGRAM 

c/o  Gretchen  Finke,  MSSW  or 
Roger  Northway,  MS 
Pathways  Counseling  Center 
2645  N.  Mayfair  Road,  Suite  230 
Milwaukee,'  WI,  53226 
Tele:  414-774-4111 

Full  Service  Gender  Program.  #92 

▼ 
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DIRECTORY  OF  ORGANIZATIONS 


NOTICE: 

We  are  in  the  process  of  updating  our  resource  database. 

In  order  to  do  this,  we  need  your  help.  Here  is  what  you  can  do: 

1. )  If  vou  are  with  a support  group  or  organization,  please  check  your  listing  and  note  any  changes  that  should  be  made. 

2. )  If  vou  know  of  a support  group  or  organization  not  listed,  please  notify  us  as  of  their  contact  information,  meeting  times, 

geographic  location,  special  emphasis,  etc. 

3. )  Please  send  all  changes  or  new  information  IN  WRITING  to — 

Attn:  Sara  Herwig,  I.F.G.E, 

PO  Box  540229 

Waltham,  MA  02454-0229  USA 

or  e-mail  it  to  sjherwig@ifge.org,  and  please  type  "Database"  in  the  subject  line. 


Thank  you  for  your  cooperation. 

Sara  Herwig, 
Director  of  Operations 


FTM 

AMERICAN  BOYZ:  mid-Atlantic  region. 
For  gender  variant  people  of  the  f2m  con- 
tinuum, plus  all  SOFFAs.  Contact  Gary  at 
American  Boyz,  212A  S.Bridge  Street, 

Suite  131,  Elkton,  MD,  21921 
or  transman@netgsi.com 

EAST  COAST  FEMALE-TO-MALE 
GROUP  (ECFTMG) : 

POB  60585,  Florence,  MA  01062 
Call  Bet  for  more  info:  (413)  584-7616 

FEMALE-TO-MALE  INTERNATIONAL: 

1360  Mission  St.,  Ste.  200, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

(415)  553-5987  / Web:  www.ftm-intl.org 

Email.TSTGMen@aol.com 

FTM  NETWORK  [also  PRESS  FOR 
CHANGE]:  BM  Network,  London,  WC1N 
3XX.  Phone:  +44-161^23-1915,  Wed.  8pm- 
10.30  pm  Wed.  GMT 
Email  :s.t. whittle@mmu.ac.uk. 

Web:  www.pfc.org.uk/press  for  change. 
Support,  political  lobbying  and  education 
group. 

ALL 

GENDER  EDUCATION  & ADVOCACY. 

Web:  www.gender.org. 

GENDERPAC: 

272  West  11th  Street,  Suite  4R, 

New  York,  NY  10014.  212-645-1753 

Web:  www.gpac.org 

E-mail:  membership@gpac.org. 

GENDER  IDENTITY  RESEARCH  AND 
EDUCATION  SOCIETY  (CIRES): 

Web:  www.gires.org.uk. 

INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
IK  WSGI  MILK  1 MV  AND  EMPLOY- 
MENT POLICY(ICTLEP): 

PO  Drawer  1010,  Cooperstown  NY  13326. 
ATTN:  Sharon  Stuart,  Corresponding 
Secretary.  (607)  547-4118. 

Email:  ictlephdq@aol.com. 

AOL  Keyword:  ICTLEP. 

Web:  wwwabmall.com/ictlep. 

Information  source  on  TG  legal  and  policy 
issues. 

INTERNATIONAL  FOUNDATION  FOR 
GENDER  EDUCATION:  IFGE, 

Box  540229,  Waltham  MA  02454. 

(781 ) 899-2212  / FAX  (781)  899-5703. 


E-mail:  info@ifge.org. 

Web:  www.ifge.org 

Education,  outreach,  peer  counseling. 

DEAF/HARD  OF  HEARING/SI-JESS: 

(202)  547-9524  (tdd  only)  . 

E-mail:  llmtanzar@gallua.gallaudet.edu 

NATIONAL  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  TASK 
FORCE:  2320  17th  Street  NW, 

Washington  DC  20009-2702. 

(202)  332-6483  extension  3301, 

FAX  (202)  332-0207,  TTY  (202)  332-6219. 

It  is  impossible  to  list  all  the  gay  and  les- 
bian support  groups.  Write  NGLTF  for  a 
referral  to  someone  near  you. 

OUTREACH  INSTITUTE  OF  GENDER 
STUDIES:  OIGS,  126  Western  Ave, 

Suite  246,  Augusta  ME  04330. 

Ariadne  Kane,  MEd,  Director 

(207)  621-0858.  Programs  for  professionals. 

RENAISSANCE  EDUCATION  ASSOCIA- 
TION: 987  Old  Eagle  School  Rd„  #719, 
Wayne  PA  19087.  (610)  975-9119  (24  hrs)  . 
Email:  angela@ren.org. 

Educational  outreach  and  support  group. 

TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON: 

c/o  Ronnie  Lynne  Soubrette, 

104  Quineveree  Ct.,  Castle  Rock  WA  09611. 
Support  group. 

T.O.P.S  (Transgender  Officers  Protect  & 
Serve):  Tony  Barreto-Neto  Exec.  Dir., 

3210  Tom  Mathews  Rd.,  Lakeland  FL  33809. 
Tel:  1-888-983-3222  or  (813)  752-9228. 

E-mail:  TOPS@starplace.com 
Web:  www.homestead.com/topsspot 
Social,  employment,  legal  support. 

INTERSEX  SOCIETY  OF  NORTH 
AMERICA:  P.O.  Box  31791,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94131  (415)  575-3885 
E-mail:  cchase@isna.org 
Web:  www.isna.org 

P-FLAG  (PARENTS,  FAMILIES  AND 
FRIENDS  OF  LESBIANS  AND  GAYS): 

1101  14th  Street  NW,  ste  1030,  Washington, 
DC  20005  (202)  638-4200  E-mail: 
info@pflag.org.  Web:  www.pflag.org. 

CD/TV 

GRACE  & LACE  LETTER  INTERNA- 
TIONAL: 8880  Bellaire  B2  #104, 

Houston  TX  77036.  E-mail:  jeftris@aol.com. 
Web:  www.geocities.com/southbeach/ 


sands/7777/.  Christian  publication  for  CD, 
TG,  TS,  SO. 

TRI-ESS— THE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE 
SECOND  SELF,  INC. 

8880  Bellaire  B2  PMB  104 
Houston,  TX  77036-4621 
Phone:  713-349-8969 
E-Mail:  TRIESSINFO@aol.com 
Web:  http:/ /www.tri-ess.net 
Educational  outreach  and  support  for  het- 
erosexual crossdressers.  Write  for  referrals 
to  local  chapters. 

ALABAMA 

ALASKA 

CD/TS/SO/MTF/FTM— ALASKAN 
T-PEOPLE:  PO  Box  670349,  Chugiak  AK 
99567-0349.  Strictly  social  for  the  whole 
family. 

ARIZONA 

CD/TS— A ROSE:  PO  Box  8108,  Glendale, 

A Z 85285-8363.  (602)  488-0959 

E-mail:  sss@tri-ess.org 

Web:  http://www.inficad.com/~arose 

E-mail:  denise@inficad.com 

Support  group. 

TRI-ESS— ALPHA  ZETA  (Phoenix,  AZ 
Metro  Area  Chapter-South) 

P.O.  Box  83927,  Phoenix,  AZ  85071 
Contact:  Kristen  Ann 
Phone  Kristen:  480-837-1067 
E-Mail  Kristen:  Aquahills@aol.com 
Web:  http://www.geocities.com/triessaz 

TRI-ESS— RHO  ETA  CHI  (Phoenix,  AZ 
Metro  Area  Chapter  - North) 

PO  Box  84033,  Phoenix,  AZ  85071-4033 
Contact:  Cindy  Nichols 
Phone:  480-488-0959 
E-Mail:  phxcd@phxcd.org 
Web:  http:/ /www.phxcd.org 

TRI-ESS— TAU  UPSILON  (Tucson,  AZ 
Metro  Area  Chapter) 

8802  E Broadway  Blvd.#145 

Tucson,  AZ  85710 

Contact:  Rebecca  AZ-3954-B 

Phone:  520-296-3472 

E-mail  Rebecca:  cactusdwlr@aol.com 

E-mail  Robby:  TauUpsilon@aol.com 

Web:  http://members.aol.com/tauupsilon 

TS/TG/SOFFA— SOUTHERN  ARIZONA 
GENDER  ALLIANCE  is  a broad-based 
educational,  social,  and  political  group 


which  meets  at  7pm  in  Tucson  on  the  first 
Monday  of  each  month  at  Wingspan  GLBT 
Community  Center,  300  E.  6th  Street. 
Meetings  are  always  open  to  friends,  fami- 
ly, and  allies.  Website: 
http:  / / wingspanaz.org/Services/SAGA/ 
saga.htm 

TG— FTM— DEZERT  BOYZ  meets  in 
Tucson  at  7pm  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  each 
month  at  Wingspan  GLBT  Community 
Center,  300  E.  6th  Street.  Contact 
kqmax@hotmail.com  for  more  information. 

TG — MTF — DEZERT  GIRLZ  meets  at  7pm 
on  the  second  Monday  of  each  month  at 
Wingspan  GLBT  Community  Center,  300  E. 
6th  Street,  Tucson.  Contact 
blueadobe@vtc.net  for  more  information. 

TG/TS/GLB/Other— GENDER  OUTLAWZ 

open  to  all  TS/TS/GLB/ Other  for  discus- 
sion of  gender  related  topics.  Meets  at  7pm 
first  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  Wingspan 
GLBT  Community  Center,  300  E.  6th  Street, 
Tucson. 

TS/TG— ALCOHOL  AND  SUBSTANCE 
ABUSE  RECOVERY— "Transformed" 
meets  at  4:30  on  the  third  Sunday  afternoon 
of  each  month  at  WingspanGLBT 
Community  Center,  300  E.  6th  Street, 
Tucson. 

TG — Youth  Support  Group  is  open  to 
TS/TG  or  questioning  young  people  up  to 
the  age  of  23  and  meets  at  7pm  on  the 
fourth  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  Wingspan 
GLBT  Community  Center,  300  E.  6th  Street, 
Tucson.For  further  information  call 
Wingspan  520-624-1779  or  e-mail 
Sagatucson@usa.net  or  write  to  SAGA  or 
any  of  the  groups  listed  at  300  E.  6th  Street, 
Tucson  AZ  85705. 

CD/TS/TG— EVOLVER: 

416  E.  22nd  St.,  Tucson  AZ  85713. 

(520)  884-0541.  Support  group. 

Web:  home.earthIink.net/ -evolvere/ 
E-mail-SAndra@aol  com 

CD/TS/TG/FTM— TRANSGENDERED 
HARMONY,  PO  Box  8423,  Mesa,  AZ 
85214,  (480)  654-6775, 

E-mail:  leslielesley@worldnet.att.net. 
Educational  & social  support  group 

ARKANSAS 

TS-Support  Line:  Contact  Frances  at 
(316)  795-4876.  Email:  Fransie@oswego.net 
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FTM — Arkansas  Boyz:  AR  Contact:  Garin, 
(501 ) 443-3184;  Email:  Kwiggin@aol.com 

CALIFORNIA 

FTM— GENDERQUEER  BOYZZ:  Contact 
Jacob  Hale  /E-mail:  Zeroboyjh@aol.com 

ALL— THE  TRANSGENDER  MENACE 
OF  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA:  A direct 
action  group  dedicated  to  using  any  means 
necessary  to  make  the  world,  especially 
our  Southern  California  comer  of  it,  a safe 
place  for  all  transfolk  and  gender  queers. 
Shirley,  (323)  573-6428 
Shirley@earthlink.net 

ALL— (ORANGE  COUNTY) . PEOPLE 
EXPRESSING  ALTERNATIVE 
LIFESTYLES  (PEAL)  . 2nd  and  last  Fridays 
of  the  month,  7:30  to  10:00  pm. 

Help  Line:  Wednesday  nights  7:30  to  9:00, 
(714)  534-0862. 

Email:  CenterOCTG@aol.com. 

TRI-ESS— ALPHA  (Los  Angeles,  CA 
Metro  Area  Chapter) 

409  N Pacific  Coast  Hwy.  #320 
Redondo  Beach  CA  90277 
Contact:  Linda  Wade 
Phone  (Linda):  (310)  798-5637 
E-Mail  (Linda):  l_wade@earthlink.net 
E-Mail  0anyne):  jwcresap@earthlink.net 
Web:  www.geocities.com/WestHollywood 
/village/9977 

TS— TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  for  TransPeople  & Friends  meets 
every  Monday  5 PM  to  6:30  PM  in  the 
Women's  Drop-in  at  the  Self-Help  Center 
on  288  Turk  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

CD/TS— CLUB  CHERCHEZ  LA  FEMME: 

PO  Box  10873,  Santa  Ana  CA  92711-0873. 
Send  SASE  for  details.  Private  membership 
club. 

TG— VENTURA  GENDER  OUTREACH: 

3503  Arundell  Circle,  Ventura  CA  93003. 
(805)  339-6340.  Contact  person:  Stacie. 

Open  peer  facilitated  drop  in  group  for 
persons  who  have  a conflict  with  or  ques- 
tions about  their  gender.  Tues  night  7-9pm. 

CD/SO— CROSSDRESSER  HETEROSEX- 
UAL INTERSOCIAL  CLUB:  CHIC,  PO 

Box  17850,  Long  Beach  CA  90807. 

(714)  812-3236.  Support  group. 

Web:  http://www.Mcom/tg/chic/indexiitinl 
E-mail:  Chicladies@aol.com 

FTM — Groups  for  FTMs  and  FTM-S/Os 
(Significant  Others) , meet  monthly  at  San 
Diego  GLBT  Center  every  third  Saturday, 
3pm-6pm.  FTM  group  is  open  to  those 
bom  female  who  live  full  or  part-time  as 
male  (with  or  without  benefit  of  surgery 
and  hormones)  and  those  personally 
exploring  the  issue.  S/O  group  is  open  to 
partners,  parents,  adult  children,  siblings, 
friends,  and  others  in  a caring  relationship 
with  an  FTM.  Neither  group  is  for  the 
casually  curious.  For  more  info  call  (619) 
692-2077  x835. 

IS— AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  c/o  Sherri 
Groveman,  4203  Genessee  Ave.,  #103-436, 
San  Diego  CA  92117-4950. 

Email:  aissg@aol.com. 

CD/TS/SO— NEUTRAL  CORNER:  PO 

Box  19008,  San  Diego  CA  92159.  (619)  685- 
3696.  Web: 

www.geodties.com/WestHollywood  / 
Village/4718/ 

E-mail:  neutral-comer@geocities.com 

FTM— UNDER  CONSTRUCTION:  P.O 

Box  922342,  Sylmar,  CA  91392-2342,  818- 
837-1904.  contact  Jeff  Shevlowitz 
E-MAIL:  LITTLESHEVY@JUNO.COM. 

TRI-ESS— TRI  CHI  (Fresno,  CA  Metro 
Area  Chapter) , P.O.  Box  26593, 

Fresno,  CA  93729-6593 


Fresno  Area  Chapter  and  North: 

Phone  Karyn:  559-322-5078 
or  Angela:  559-276-3424 
E-Mail:  trichi@eudoramail.com 
Visalia  Area  Chapter  and  South: 

Phone  Carol:  559-688-9246; 

E-Mail  Marlene:  TriChil@aol.com 

TS— EMERGENCE-  SUPPORT  FOR 
CHRISTIAN  TRANSSEXUALS: 

Assembly  of  God  Church,  Fresno,  CA.  A 
safe  place  to  discuss  Christian  beliefs,  gen- 
der issues,  transition  and  anything.  Call 
Terri  M.  209-637-9986  E-mail:  terrim@evan- 
geltab.org 

CD/TS— ANDROGYNY:  Friendship  and 
understanding  in  a safe  and  supportive 
environment.  A place  to  explore  being 
Transsexual,  Crossdresser,  or 
Transgenderist.  A place  to  meet  others  like 
yourself.  Meetings:  Tuesday  nights  from 
8:00pm  until  9:30pm,  Santa  Monica,  CA. 
(323)  962-9175.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/IS— RAINBOW  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  Gay,  Straight,  Intersex.  Meets 
Tuesday  evenings  7-9pm.  Write  Rainbow 
Community  Church,  Visalia  Friends 
Meeting  House,  17208  Ave.  296,  Visalia, 
CA,  93291.  (209)  627-2727 

CD/TS/SO— POWDER  PUFFS  OF 
ORANGE  COUNTY  (PPOC): 

PPOC /California  Dreamin' 

PO  Box  18032 
Anaheim,  CA  92817-8032 
Web:  www.ren.org/ppoc.html 

FTM/SO — FTM  International  Bimonthly: 
FTM  TS/TG— TRANSMALE  TASK- 
FORCE:  1259  El  Camino  Real,  #151,  Menlo 
Park  CA  94025.  (415)  780-9349.  FTM 

ALL— ACCESS  POINT 

Provides  Nationwide  counseling  and 
coaching  for  Gender  Gifted  people  and 
loved  ones,  via  toll-free  phone  line  consul- 
tations no  charge.  Also  provides  local 
(Central  California)  support  groups  and 
"salon  parties"  for  clients  and  guests.  Jim, 
MFCT,  and  Caroline  Hall,  MBA.  24hr  info 
1-800-549-1749  ext.  3,  direct:  (805)  534-1101, 
fax:  (805)  534-1718, 

Email:  Accesspnt@aol.com, 

Web:  www.AccessPt.com 

ALL — GIGI's-Gender  Issues,  Gender 
Information  and  Support.  Hosted  by  Miss 
Major,  5 days  a week  Mon-Fri  4pm-6pm. 
Tenderloin  AIDS  Resource  Center,  187 
Golden  Gate  Ave  at  Leavenworth,  San 
Francisco  94102.  (415)  431-7476 

CD/TS/SO— SAN  FRANCISCO  GENDER 
INFORMATION:  SFGI,  3637  Grand  Ave  , 
Suite  C,  Oakland,  CA  94610-2029. 

Maintains  database  of  TG  resources  for  SF 
Bay  area. 

ALL— LAVENDER  LINE:  Pacific  Center 
(510)  841-6224.  An  information/resource 
phone  line  for  the  GLBT  community  cover- 
ing the  East  Bay,  San  Francisco  area. 

MTF-FTM-TRANGENDERS  IN  TRANSI- 
TION: A facilitated  group  for  transfolk  at 
all  stages  of  transition.  Thurs.  7:30-9:00pm 
Cost  $30-$5  per  session  sliding  scale 
Call  first  (415)  436-9000 

CD/TS/SO — TGSF  (formerly  ETVC):  PO 
Box  426486  San  Francisco  CA  94142-6486. 
(415)  564-3246.  Web:  www.tgsf.org. 

Support. 

SO— SIGNIFICANT  OTHERS  SUPPORT: 
SOS,  attn:  Ginny  Knuth,  2478  28th  Ave., 
San  Francisco  CA  94116-2305. 

(415)  644-1499.  E-mail:  ginny@sirius.com. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— DIABLO  VALLEY  GIRLS: 
DVG,  PO  Box  272885, 

Concord,  CA  94527-2885.  (925)  937-8432 
Web:  www.transgender.org/ dvg. 


E-mail:  dug@transgender.org.  Group 
CD/TS/SO— RAINBOW  COMMUNITY 
CENTER  OF  CONTRA  COSTA  COUNTY: 

2118  Willow  Pass  Road,  Suite  500, 

Concord,  CA  94520  (925)  692-0090 
E-mail:  mwalker@rainbowcc.org. 

Support  group. 

FTM  TS— FTM  INTERNATIONAL:  5337 
College  Avenue,  #142,  Oakland  CA  94618. 
Support  group  for  FTM  TSs. 

CD/TS/SO— PACIFIC  CENTER  FOR 
HUMAN  GROWTH:  2712  Telegraph  Ave, 
Berkeley  CA  94705.  (510)  548-8283. 1 & R 
(510)  841-6224.  E-mail:  paccent@pacbell.net. 
Web:  www.pacificenter.org.  Support  group. 

CD/TS— SWAN'S  INNER  SORORITY:  PO 

Box  1423,  San  Jose  CA  95109.  (408)  297- 
6900.  E-mail:  wendi@sisgirls.com  Web: 
www.sisgirls.com  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— SACRAMENTO  GENDER 
ASSOCIATION:  PO  Box  215456, 
Sacramento,  CA  95821. 

(916)  482-7742.  Support  group. 

Email:  sacgender@hotmail.com 
Web:  wwwcgeocities.com/ westholly- 
wood /village /4409 / 

TS— LAMBDA  COMMUNITY  CENTER: 

c/o  Marsha,  919 — 20th  St.,  Sacramento,  CA 
95814.  Phone  (916)  729-8935  or  (916)  442- 
0185.  Support  and  educational  outreach. 

QSPIRIT— 3739  Balboa  St  #211,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94121.  (415)  281-9377.  E-mail: 
qspiritl@aol.com.  Web:  www.qspirit.org. 
Personal  & spiritual  development. 

TRANSSUPPORT  GROUP  CENTER- 

308  Turk  St  #7,  San  Francisco  CA  94102 
(415)  224-1189.  A safe  place  to  be  yourself. 
Emotional  counseling,  referrals,  and  job 
placement. 

ALL/TV/TS/MTF/FTM/SO— RAINBOW 
GENDER  ASSOCIATION  PO  Box  700730, 
San  Jose,  CA  95170-0730 

CD— BORN  FREE  PO  Box  52829, 
Riverside,  CA  92517-2611.  Social  Support 

COLORADO 

TG— SOUTHERN  COLORADO  INTRA- 
REGIONAL  TRANSGENDERED  SOCI- 
ETY (S.C.I.R.T.S.)  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado.  (719)  591-5860  Lisa  Jo  K.  Laptad 
Web:  www.geocities.com/westholly- 
wood/heights/4484 
Support  Group  meetings  every  Tuesday 
7pm  plus  every  3rd  Friday.  Anyone  who 
will  keep  confidentiality  is  welcome. 

CD/TS/TG/I/Questioning — Gender 
Identity  Center  of  Colorado,  Inc. 

1455  Ammons  St,. 

Ste  100,  Lakew'ood  CO  80215. 

(303)  202-6466.  E-mail: 

GICofColo@aol.com; 

Web  :www.gicofcolo.org.  Support, 
Education,  Outreach,  Advocacy  for  all. 
Evening  meetings  all  year  long:  Open  dis- 
cussion group  Mondays  7:30-930pm  SO's, 
friends  & helping  professionals  welcome; 
Transitions  for  all  transsexuals  Tuesdays 
7:00-9:00pm;  Spiritual  Journey,  1st 
Wednesday  of  month,  except  summer,  7:30- 
9:00pm  CD  Guide  Fridays;  7:30-9:30pm; 
CD's  & SO's  Open  meeting/social, 
Saturday,  7:00-9:00pm;  FTM's.  and  ques- 
tioning women,  3rd  Sunday  5:00-7:00pm 

CONNECTICUT 

CD/TS/SO— GBSING,  GBS,  PO  Box  162, 
Haddam,  CT  06438-0162. 

E-mail:  GBSING@aol.com  Support  Group. 

TG-Connecticut  outreach  society:  P.O.  Box 
163,  Farmington,  CT  06034-0163,  (860)  604- 
6343,  e-mail:  ctoutreach@aol.com,  Web: 
http://members.aol.com/ctoutreach 
Support  Group 


TS/SO— XX  (TWENTY)  CLUB:  PO  Box 
387,  Hartford  CT  06141-0387.  Support 
group. 

CD— CONNECTICUTVIEW:  c/o  Denise 
Mason,  PO.  Box  2281,  Devon,  CT  06460. 
Email:  Mason  D@aol.com.  Newsletter  and 
directory. 

T/G— TRANSACT:  Kaylen  (203)  661-2448 
Greenwich,  Conn.  Support  Group 

DELAWARE 

CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE— 
DELAWARE  CHAPTER:  PO  Box  5656, 
Wilmington  DE  19808.  (302)  376-1990. 
www.ren.org/Renaissance_D.html 
Support  group. 

FTM — Delaware  Boyz:  Steve,  (302)  856- 
7179 

FLORIDA 

TRI-ESS — MU  BETA  GAMMA  (Miami  FL 
Metro  Area  Chapter)  PO  Box  4126, 

Hialeah,  FL  33014-1126 

or  PO  Box  4621  Miami  Lake  Station 

Miami,  FL  33014 

Contact:  Barbara  Ann  (305)  595-9348  or 

Linda  (305)  653-8088 

E-Mail:  barbaraannl@juno.com 

Web:  http:/ /www.geocities.com/athens/ 

atrium/8168 

TG— NORTH  FLORIDA  SISTERS:  P.O 

Box  5765,  E.  Jacksonville,  FL  32447.  E-mail: 
cdarica@aol.com  Meets  2nd  Saturday  of 
each  month.  Support. 

TG— TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  P.O.  Box  4940  Greater  Fort 
Lauderdale,  FL  33339 
Every  Wed.  at  7:30pm  at  the  Gay,  Lesbian 
Comm.  Center.  Call  (954)  777-2328 

CD/TS — ALSO  4 YOUTH:  Sarasota,  FL. 
(941)  426-8687  e-mail:  krjeffrey@aol.com 

ALL— FGS-  FREEDOM  OF  GENDER: 

Sarasota  FL.  Meets  3rd  Friday  of  the  month 
at  7:00  pm.  Contact  Kristin  at  (941)  426- 
8681  for  info. 

TG— EDUCATIONAL  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  for  the  Transgender  Community. 
Meets  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Comm. 
Center  of  Greater  Lauderdale,  Horida 
(954)  563-9500.  Ask  for  Michael  or  Heidi 

CD/TS/TG— PANTRA:  PO  Box  3426, 
Tallahassee,  FL  32315-3426. 

ALL— EMERALD  COAST  CHAPTER  OF 
PANTRA  We  are  a non-sexual  support 
group  for  the  transgendered  people  in 
Pensacola  and  the  surrounding  areas. 
Meetings  are  on  the  2nd  Saturday  of  the 
month.  For  more  information  contact: 
Emerald  Coast  Chapter  of  Pantra  S-129 
8084  N.  Dav'is  Hwy.  E3  Pensacola,  FL  32514 
Web:  www.geocities.com/westholly- 
wood/park/7800 

TRI-ESS— PHI  EPSILON  MU 
(Orlando,  FL  Metro  Area  Chapter) 

PO.  Box  3261,  Winter  Park,  FL  32790 

Contact:  Alexis 

Phone:  407-382-8389 

Web  Site:  http://www.horizon- 

usa.com/ misc/fem.htm 

FTM — Florida  Boyz:  David,  Email: 
FTMOrlando@aol.com  (Orlando,  FL) 

TS— EVOLVE:  714  E.  Colonial  Dr., 

Orlando,  FL  32803-4639.  Meeting  times,  1st 
& 3rd  Tuesday,  7pm.  Phone:  (407)  425-4527. 
E-mail:  GLCS@flamingopark.com.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO— SERENITY:  PO  Box  220307, 
Hollywood  FL  33022.  (954)  436-9477. 

E-mail:  susan@aol.com.  Support  group. 
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TKI-ESS — G VMM  A CHI  BETA 
(Fort  Myers,  FI  Metro  Area  Chapter) 

Sre>0  College  Pkwv  Ste.230. 

Ft  Myers  FL  33919 
Contact;  Alvcia 

Thone  (941)  481-l6tH  or  (>»41)  481-1410 
E-Mail:  mindbody@peganet.com 

CDTYvSO — STAR  BURST;  PC  Bov  17411, 
Clearwater  FL  34622-0411.  (813)  523-8760. 
Support  group. 

Webwwwgeoa  ties.com  westhollywood/ 
stonewall  ^222 

Entail:  sar.ih5oovvorldnet  att.net 

TS— ENCH  ANTE:  A.C.P.,  1180  Cleveland 
St  Clearwater  FL  34615.  Phone:(  813)  533- 
0012.  Amanda.  Transsexual  support  group. 

TG — TLC,  P.O.  Box  372711,  Satellite  Beach, 
FL  32937  (407)  858-2356  Karen,  e-mail: 
haleightg8aol.com  or  kj6781@palmnet.net 

TG/SO— TRANS/MISSION:  Open  support 
& discussion  group  for  all  TG  people  & 

SO's  meets  the  3rd  Saturday  of  each  month 
at  3:00pm.  FTM /SO  discussion  group 
meets  the  1st  & 3rd  Saturdays  of  each 
month  at  1:30pm  (S&M/Kink-friendly) . All 
meetings  are  held  at  the  Center  of  Tampa 
Bav.  4265  Henderson  Ave,  Ste.  B For  more 
info  directions  email:  TransMissionFL 
©yahoo. com  or  write  PO  Box  17522, 

Tampa,  FL  33682. 

GEORGIA 

TRI-ESS— SIGMA  EPSILON  (Atlanta,  GA 
Metro  Area  Chapter)  Box  272, 

Roswell,  GA  30077-0272 

Cheryl — President;  cheryl645@aol.com 

Lauren — Outreach  Director 

Secure  Voicemail:  770-552-4415 

Karen — Information  Services  Director 

kerricd@mindspring.com 

http;/  /www.mindspring.com/~kerricd/ 

sigep.htm 

CD/TS/SO — ATLANTA  GENDER 
EXPLORATIONS:  P.O.  Box  98330,  Atlanta, 
Georgia  30359,  Tel:  (404)  250-8221 
Email:  ageinfo@ggea.org 
Web:  www.transgender.org  /tg/age 
Support  Group 

1 1 M — Georgia  Boyz:  Star,  Email:  star@elli- 

jay.com 

HAWAII 

HAWAII  TRANSGENDERED  OUT- 
REACH: PO  Box  4530,  Honolulu  HI  96812- 
4530.  (808)  923-4270. 

Email:  tghawaii@poi.net.  http://www.new- 
bies.net/htgo/  Hot  Line  8am  to  8pm,  7 
days.  Support  group. 

GAY  & LESBIAN  COMMUNITY  CEN- 
TER: YWCA  47-388,  HUI IWA  St.  #14-304, 
Kaneohe  HI  96744-4416. 

IDAHO 

CD/TS/TG/SO— IDAHO  TRANSGEN- 
DER SOCIETY:  P.O.  Box  7353,  Boise,  Idaho 
83707  (208)  331-6669.  Social  Support  Group 

ILLINOIS 

PARENTS  AND  FRIENDS  OF  TRANS- 
GENDER COMMUNITY:  PFTC,c/o  Ellie 
Altman,  Northbrook  IL  60062.  (847)  564- 
9496,  e-mail:  EllieAlt@aol.com.  Support 
group 

TRI-ESS— CHI  Chapter  (Chicago,  IL 
Metro  Area  Chapter) , PO.  Box  40, 

Wood  Dale,  IL  60191 
Phone  Shelly:  708-383-1677 
E-Mail:  Chitriess@aol.com 
Web  Site:  http://members.aol.com/ 
chi tn ess/  trisss/  chimain.htm 

TG— TRANSGENDER  SPLENDOR 
SUPPORT  GROUP:  POB  441,  Urbana,  IL 
61801.  Tel:  (217)  359-5971.  Web: 


http  / www.prairienet.org/tsplendor 
Support  group. 

FTM— ILLINOIS  BOYZ:  POB  441,  Urbana, 
IL  61801.  Tel:  (217)  359-5971.  Web: 
http:  www.prairienet.org/ tsplendor 

ALL— TRANSGENDER  OUTREACH 
PROJECT:  National  HIV  Prevention 
Project,  POB  441,  Urbana,  IL  61801.  Tel: 
(217)  359-5971. 

http:  / / www.prairienet.org  / tsplendor 

CD/TS/SO— CENTRAL  ILLINOIS  GEN- 
DER ASSOCIATION:  CIGA,  c/o  Michele 
Maquire,  PO  Box  6002,  Champaign,  IL 
61826.  E-mail:  Mmaguire@soltec.net. 
Support  group. 

TG— CHICAGO  GENDER  SOCIETY,  PO 

Box  578005,  Chicago,  IL  60657.  (708)  863- 
7714 

INDIANA 

GLBT— INDIANA  UNIVERSITY,  GLBT 
STUDENT  SUPPORT  SERVICES:  705  E 
7th  st.,  Bloomington,  In.  47405-3809  tel: 
(812)  855-4252.E-mail:glbtserv@indiana.edu 
Web:  http:/ /www.indiana.edu/~glbtserv 

CD/TS/FTM/MTF/SO — IGS:  Attn:  Linda 
BB,  PO  Box  425,  Carmel  IN  46032. 

(317)  299-5377,  Angela. 

Email:  kaylin@iquest.net  Support  group. 

TONI— PO  Box  2372,  Portage  IN  46268. 
Phone  (219)  929-8533.  Support  Group 
Email:  jenfermaresl@juno.com. 

FTM — Indiana  Boyz:  (Northern  Indiana) . 
Glen:  Email:  Glen22213@aol.com 

CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF— INTERNATION- 
AL GENDER  SUPPORT  (aka:  Shrinking 
Violets):  PO  Box  425,  Carmel,  IN  46032. 
(317)  781-0834.  Support  group. 

TG— TRANSGENDER  OUTREACH  OF 
NORTHERN  INDIANA  Post  Office  Box 
2372,  Portage,  IN  46368,  Hotline  Telephone: 
(219)  650-2142  e-mail:  slay@netnitco.net. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/TV/SO/FTM/MTF — IXE:  PO  Box 
20710,  Indianapolis  IN  46220.  Phone:  (317) 
971-6976.  Web: 

http:/ /members.aol.com/ixe/fish/ixe.html 
Email:  IXE@aol.com.  Support  group. 

FTM — IT'S  A BOY:  The  group  welcomes 
gender  varient  people  on  the  FTM  spec- 
trum and  those  who  support  them.  Meets 
once  a month  at  6:00pm  at  the  Diversity 
Center  in  Indianapolis  / email: 
viragol8@hotmail.com  or  call 
Diversity  Center  (317)  639-4297 

IOWA 

KANSAS 

TS-Support  Line:  Contact:  Frances  at  316- 
795-4876.  Email  Fransie@oswego.net 

CD/TS/SO— CROSSDRESSERS  AND 
FRIENDS:  CAF,  Box  4092,  Overland  Park 
KS  66204.  (913)  791-3847.  E-mail:  jbfts® 
aol.com  / Support. 

Web:  http/members.aol.com/kccaf. 

CD/TS/SO— WICHITA  TRANSGENDER 
ALLIANCE:  PO  Box  3002,  Wichita  KS 
67001-3002.  Bi-weekly  meetings.  Contact: 
Shelly  316-269-3104  or  Krystine  316-688- 
0816.  Support  group. 

KENTUCKY 

FTM— KENTUCKY  BOYZ:  Lee,  502-549- 
5619;  Email:  alphavamp@aol.com 
(Louisville) 

CD/TS/SO— THE  BLUEGRASS  BELLES: 

c/o  Angela,  PO  Box  20173,  Louisville,  KY 
40250.  (502)  446-2175,  digital  pager,  please 


enter  "55"  after  your  telephone  number. 
Email:  angelaky@hotmail.com, 
efduhr@ukcc.uky.edu, 
dwilsOO@ukcc.uky.edu,  or  acasbeer@jcc- 
uky.campus.mci.net.  Support  group. 

LOUISIANA 

CD/TS/SO— GULF  GENDER  ALLIANCE: 

PO  Box  56836,  New  Orleans,  LA 
70156-6836.  (504)  943-1999.  Support  group 
Web:  www.GGA.org 
E-mail:  InfoRequest@GGA.org 

MAINE 

ALL— TRANSSUPPORT:  Box  17622, 
Portland  ME  04112.  (207)  862-2063. 

Support. 

ALL— MAINE  GENDER  RESOURCE 
AND  SUPPORT  SERVICE:  c/o  Jean 
Vermette,  PO  Box  1894,  Bangor  ME  04402- 
1894.  (207)  862-2063.  Education,  referrals, 
outreach. 

FTM — YANKEE  BOYZ:  A social/support 
group  for  those  bom  female  and  which 
'woman"  as  an  identity  does  not  fit.  FTM's 
Transsexuals,  Transgenderists,  TG  Butches, 
Stonebutches,  and  otherwise  very  mascu- 
line "guys"  of  all  orientations  welcome. 
Meets  second  Sunday  of  each  month  in 
Auburn,  ME,  4-6pm.  Info  from  PJ:  (207) 
783-4630.  yankeeboyz@hotmail.com 

FTM— MAINEBOYZ:  PJ,  e-mail: 
pjmears@megalink.net  (Maine) 

MARYLAND 

TRI-ESS— CHI  EPSILON  SIGMA, 

(Baltimore,  MD  Metro  Area  Chapter) 

P.O.  Box  505, 

Brooklandville  MD  21022-0505 

Contact:  Grace  Gardener 

E-Mail  Grace:  tri_ess@hotmail.com 

http:  / /members,  tripod. com  / -Chesapeake. 

Tri.Ess 

TS— TRANQUILITY  GENDER 
INFORMATION  SOCIETY,  BALTIMORE 
MARYLAND:  Support  and  Social  Group 
for  gender  varient  individuals.  Meetings 
4th  Saturday  of  the  Month  at  8pm.  Gay 
Lesbian  Community  Center  of  Baltimore, 
241  W.  Chase  Street,  Baltimore,  Maryland 
21201-4870.  Contact:  (410)  488-7074, 
email:  tcraan@oao.com 

CD— TRI-ESS  CHI  EPSILON  SIGMA: 

contact  Grace,  P.O.  Box  505,  Baltimore,  MD 
21022,  e-mail:  tri_ess@hotmail.com  Web: 
http:/ / www.geocities.com/WestHollywoo 
d/Stonewall/3432.  Educational  and  social 
activities,  monthly  meetings,  large  couples 
contingent,  extensive  wives  networking 
group. 

FTM— BALTIMORE  BOYZ:  Mary  (410) 
837-8888,  Gary  (410)  392-3640. 

CD/TS/SO— WASHINGTON-BALTI- 
MORE  ALLIANCE:  c/o  H Garfinkle,  PO 
Box  1994,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20915.  (301) 
649-3960.  Support  group.  Meets  in  DC 
Metro  area. 

TG/SO— TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP  OF  BALTIMORE:  c/o  GLCCB 

(Gay  & Lesbian  Community  Center  of 
Baltimore) , 241  W.  Chase  St.,  Baltimore  MD 
21201.  Phone  (410)  837-5445  10:00  a.m  — 
6:00  p.m.  M-F  or  (410)  837-8888  7:00  p.m  — 
10:00  p.m.  evenings.  Peer  and  family  sup- 
port group.  Monthly  meetings. 

FTM— TRANS  INFO  PROJECT: 

Information  and  education  web  for  FTMs. 
Chat  Site  'Alex's  Garage  ' for  informal  chat 
and  Sunday  night  moderated  discussions. 
E-mail:  alexfox@erols.com 

MASSACHUSETTS 

ALL— IT'S  TIME,  MASSACHUSETTS! 


c/o  Penni  Matz,  PO  Box  812425, 

Wellesley  MA  02482-0019. 

E-mail  penn45@ma.ultranet.com. 
http:/ /www.tgender.net/itma 

ALL— THE  FREEDOM  FROM  GENDER 
SOCIETY  is  an  educational  and  social 
organization  for  people  who  neither  believe 
in  nor  self-identify  with  gender  categories 
and  who  oppose  all  gender  systems.  Meets 
bimonthly  at  MIT. 

E-mail:  FGSociety@aol.com 

ALL/CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF— SUNSHINE 
CLUB:  P.O.  Box  564  Hadley,  MA  01035- 
0564.  (413)  -586-5004.  E-mail: 
tbearll3@aol.com.  Web: 
http://www.umass.edu/stonewall/sun- 
shineclub.html  Support  group. 

INTERSEX— MIDDLESEX  GROUP: 

P.O.Box  25,  Newtonville,  MA  02160 
email:  mdsx@juno.com  617-630-9263 
Specific  for  intersex  individuals. 

ALL— TIFFANY  CLUB  OF  NEW  ENG- 
LAND, INC.:  TCNE,  PO  Box  540071, 
Waltham  MA  02454-0071.  (781)  891-9325 
(answered  live  Tuesdays  7:00-10:00pm  ET) . 
Web:  www.TCNE.org.  Support  group. 

FRIENDS  AND  FAMILY  SUPPORT 

TCNE,  P.O.  Box  540071,  Waltham,  MA 
02454-0071.  (781)  891-9325  Meets  2nd 
Friday  of  the  month. 

ALL— YOU'RE  NOT  ALONE:  group 
explores  different  aspects  of  how  being  a 
Transperson  affects  you,  your  family,  your 
life!  Johanna  at  (781)  891-9325. 

TS— CAMBRIDGE  SUPPORT  GROUP: 

(617)  661-9332,  meets  2 times  per  month, 
JAENLA@erols.com 

TS/TG— GENDER  SUPPORT  SERVICES 
FOR  TSS  (GISST):  (617)  227-6216. 
Education,  Outreach  and  Referrals. 
Sponsors  the  Transgender  Health 
Conference  of  New  England  each  year. 

FTM— COMPASS:  PO  Box  540229, 
Waltham  MA  02454-0229.  (781)  899-2212. 
http:  www.geodties.com/FTMcompass 
1st  Thursday  evening  of  the  month.  FTM 
support  group. 

FTM — FTM  Center,  PO  Box  642,  Boston, 
MA  02130.  (617)  971-9434  ftmcenter@mailci- 
ty.com  "The  voice  of  the  transsexual  man" 
Social  events.  Lionheart  spirituality. 

CD/TS/SO — INN  VESTMENTS:  PO  Box 
2194,  Orleans  MA  02653. 

Web:  www.transgender.org/innv. 

Support  group. 

ALL-FREE  Boyz:  Northampton,  MA  Email: 
Frankie  Hill  frankiejlh@aoI.com  Support. 

CD/TS/MTF/FTM— TRANS-CHAT:  Write 
Trans-Chat,  P.O  Box  491,  Auburn,  MA 
01501.  2nd  & 4th  Thursday  night  of  each 
month  from  7:00  to  9:00pm.  Support  Group 
in  Worcester,  MA.  Michael  at 
(508)  770-9044  e-mail:  Transgndr@aol.com 

BI  GALA— UNIVERSITY  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS— LOWELL,  SIC(S) 

Box  #34,  Lowell,  MA  01854  e-mail: 
BiGALA@student.uml.edu 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND 
LESBIAN  YOUTH  (BAGLY):  is  a youth- 
led,  adult-supervised  sorial  support  group 
for  GLBT  youth  to  age  22.  Meetings  are 
held  weekly  at  St.  John  the  Evangelist 
Church,  35  Bowdoin  St,  Beacon  Hill,  near 
the  state  house.  Wed  6-9pm,  Sun  2-5. 

(617)  437-7683,  Web:  www.bagly.org. 

GAY  & LESBIAN  ADOLESCENT 
SOCIAL  SERVICES  (GLASS)  runs  a com- 
munity center  providing  peer  support, 
adult  counseling,  and  safe  haven  for  youth 
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age  13-25.  Near  Newbury  St  & Mass  Ave, 
open  M-F  4-8pm.  617-437-7683 

GET  IT,  GENDER  EDUCATION  FOR 
TRANS  AND  INTERSEXED  TEENS 

Offers  peer  support  for  Pre/ Transitioning 
Youth.  Facilitated  by  Chris  Markowski, 
Executive  Director  Project  10  East.  Every 
Monday  6pm  at  Boston  GLASS.  Contact 
(617)  266-3349  or  (617)  864-GLBT. 

PROJECT  10  EAST:  maintains  an  office 
and  drop-in  center.  Education-oriented, 
particularly  helpful  for  those  dealing  with 
in-school  issues.  Teen  afternoon  activities 
Wednesdays  & Fridays  3-6pm.  Office  hours 
M-F  9am-lpm.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1145  Mass.  Ave,  Harvard  Square, 
Cambridge.  (61 7)  864-4528, 
http:  / / Quniverse.com/ plOe 

SIDNEY  BORUM  HEALTH  CENTER  pro- 
vides a free  clinic  for  primary  health,  men- 
tal & substance  abuse  care  for  GLBT  youth 
age  13-25. 130  Boylston  ST.  near  Tremont, 
walk-in  hours  4-7pm.  (617)  457-8140 

STEPPINGTONE:  POB  3789,  4 Central 
Street,  Worchester  MA  01613, 

(508)  770-9044. 

E-mail:  Steppingtone-4u@yahoo.com 

VICTIM  RECOVERY  PROGRAM, 
FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH 
CENTER:  provides  counseling  & advocacy 
for  GLBT  victims  of  hate  crime,  domestic 
violence,  sexual  assault  or  police  abuse.  If 
you've  been  victimized,  this  may  be  the 
best  place  to  start  getting  help.  They  are 
even  tracking  hate  crimes  against  transfolk. 
7 Haviland  St,  near  Boylston  St  & Mass 
Ave.  617-267-0900  x311  or  (800)  834-3242 
x311 

ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS:  There's  a 
T-oriented  AA  meeting  every  week  at  IFGE 
in  Waltham  (call  781-899-2212  for  info) , 
and  a T-friendly  Gay  AA  meeting  every 
day  in  Boston.  Call  Central  Services  for  a 
free  copy  of  their  meeting  list.  (617)  426- 
9444 

YOUTH:  FATHER  BILL'S:  (617)  451-2011 

FTM— EAST  COAST  FEMALE-TO-MALE 
GROUP  (ECFTMG):  PO  Box  60585, 
Florence  Station,  Northhampton,  MA 
01062,  (413)  584-7616.  Meetings  2nd 
Sunday  of  the  month.  Peer  support  for  all 
female-to-male  transgendered,  cross- 
dressers, transsexuals,  and  our  significant 
others. 

PRISON  PROJECT:  Kia  Earp,  P.O.  Box 
1224,  Boston,  MA  02117-0224 
E-mail:  prisonproject@yahoo.com 
(617)  541-9338 

MICHIGAN 

TRI-ESS— LAMBDA  MU,  (Lansing  MI 
Metro  Area  Chapter) , PO  Box  246, 

Moline,  MI  49335-0246  / 

Contact:  Annette  / Phone:  (616)  752-8058 
E-Mail  Annette:  lambdamu@geocities.com 
Web:  http://www.lambdamu.com 

CD/TS/SO— I.M.E.  OF  WESTERN 
MICHIGAN:  PO  Box  1153,  Grand  Rapids 
Ml  49501.  Web:  www.iserv.net/~ime. 
Support. 

TS— AFTER  SIX  SUPPORT  GROUP: 

Western  Michigan.  Contact:  Frances 
Campbell,  PO  Box  126,  Comstock  Park,  MI 
49321-0126 

FTM— MICHIGAN  BOYZ:  (Kalamazoo, 
MI) . Jonathan,  (616)  345-9070; 

Email:  tushu@complink.net 

ALL— CROSSROADS  CHAPTER,  INC. 

PO  Box  1245,  Royal  Oak,  MI  48068-1245. 
313-719-3267 

E-mail:  crWmich@aol.com 
Web:  http://www.xroads.org 


ALL— NATIONAL  GENDER  DYSPHO- 
RIA ORG.(NGDO):  PO  Box  02732,  Detroit, 
MI  48202.  (313)  842-5258.  Peer  Counseling, 
support  group. 

FRIENDS  NORTH  T-GROUP:  P.O.  Box 
562  Traverse  City,  MI  49685-0562. 
(616)946-1804 

Web:  www.members.tripod.com/ 
-FriendsNorth/ groups.html 

TS— TRI-COUNTY  TRANSSEXUAL 
SUPPORT  GROUP:  Electrolysis 
Unlimited,  89  South  Blvd.  at  Rochester  Rd. 
(1  /4  mi  south  of  M-59)  Suite  500,  Troy- 
Rochester,  Michigan.  Contact:  Ildiko 
Svoren  248-879-2232  Liz  A.,  email: 
chimera@home.com.  Meetings  are  free. 
Please  call  before  your  first  meeting. 

MINNESOTA 

GENDER  EDUCATION  CENTER:  GEC, 

PO  Box  1861,  Maple  Grove  MN  55311. 
Debra  Davis,  Director.  (612)  424-5445,  FAX 
(612)  425-8595.  Educational  outreach. 

TRI-ESS— BETA  GAMMA 

(Minneapolis,  MN  Metro  Area  Chapter), 
P.O.  Box  32014,  Fridley,  MN  55432 
Contact:  Sharon 

Phone:  1-877-4TR-IESS  (or  1-877-487-4377) 
(Toll-Free  in  MN,  ND,  SD,  IA,  WI) 

E-Mail:  join@tri-ess.com 

Web  site:  http://wivw.tri-ess.com 

YOUTH  DISTRICT  202:  2524  Nicollet 
Ave.,  So.  Minneapolis  MN  55408.  (612)  871- 
5559.  Fax  (612)  871-1445.  Safe  place  for 
GLBT  youth. 

CD— CITY  OF  LAKES  CROSSGENDER 
COMMUNITY:  CLCC,  City  of  Lakes 
Crossgender  Community:  PO  Box  14844, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55414.  (651)  229-3613. 
Social  support  for  the  transgender  commu- 
nity in  Minnesota. 

TRANSGENDER  HIV/AIDS  PREVEN- 
TION PROGRAM:  Human  Sexuality, 

Dept,  of  Family  Practice  and  Community 
Health,  U Minnesota  Medical  School,  1300 
So.  2nd  Street,  Suite  180,  Minneapolis  MN 
55454.  (612)  625-1500,  FAX  (612)  626-8311. 
Educational  outreach. 

MISSISSIPPI 

TRANSSUPPORT  LINE 

Contact  Frances  at  (316)  795-4876. 

Email:  Francie@oswego.net 

AURORA:  c/o  Melanie  Cuevas,  P.O.  Box 
922,  Kosciusko,  MS  39090 

TRI-ESS— BETA  CHI  MISSISSIPPI:  PO 

Box  31253,Jackson,  MS  39206-1253.  Lee 
Frances,  Secretary,  (601)  982-7678  (24  hrs)  . 
Support . 

MISSOURI 

TRANSSUPPORT  LINE: 

Contact:  Frances  at  316-795-4876. 

Email  Fransie@oswego.net 

CD/TS/SO— ST  LOUIS  GENDER  FOUN- 
DATION: StLGF,  PO  Box  9433,  St.  Louis 
MO  63117.  (314)  367-4128.  StLGF@aol.com. 
Web:  members.aol.com/stlgfl/index.html 

TRI-ESS— SIGMA  MU  (Springfield,  MO 

Metro  Area  Chapter) , P.O.  Box  6187, 

Springfield  MO  65801-6187 

Contact:  Rachel  L' Amour 

Hotline  (Riki):  417-830-9950 

E-mail:  sigma_mu@usa.net 

Web:  members.tripod.com/~Sigma_Mu/ 

NEBRASKA 

CD/TS/SO— RIVER  CITY  GENDER 
ALLIANCE:  RCGA,  PO  Box  3112,  Omaha 
NE  68103.  (402)  398-1255.  E-mail:  sgib- 
bons@synergy.net.  Support  group. 


NEVADA 

TRI-ESS— THETA  UPSILON  GAMMA 
(Las  Vegas,  NV  Metro  Area  Chapter) , 

P.O.  Box  42401,  Las  Vegas,  NV  89116 
Phone  Michelle:  702-387-3891 
E-Mail:  lasvegastug@yahoo.com 

THETA  UPSILON  GAMMA:  PO  Box 

42401,  Las  Vegas  NV  89116.  (702)  387-3891. 
Email:  TUGinLV@juno.com 
Web:  www.geocities.com/westholly- 
wood/park/1880 

TG/CD/TS/SO — Transgender  Support 
Las  Vegas,  1120  Almond  Tree  Lane,  Suite 
207,  Las  Vegas,  NV  89104. 

Voice  mail:  (702)  392-2132, 

e-mail:  tgsupport.lv@usa.net  Web: 

www.transder.org/tg/vegas_tg/index.htm 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

PFLAG  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE:  T-SON, 
Tel:  (603)  622-4096,  NHTSON@aol.com 

TRI-ESS— TAU  SIGMA  NU  EPSILON 

(New  England  Area  Chapter)  PO,  Box  7681 

Nashua,  NH  03060-7681 

gerri_buchanan@yahoo.com 

Web:  http:/ www. geocities.com/ tri_ess_ne/ 

WRITERS  ETC.:  c/o  Abbey  M.  Greene,  PO 
Box  6211,  West  Franklin  NH  03235.  (603) 
934-3379.  Support  group. 

G/L/Bi/T/Q  YOUTH— SEACOAST  OUT- 
RIGHT: PO  Box  842,  Portsmouth  NH 
03802.  Phone:  (603)  431-1013.  Resource, 
referral,  support  for  those  21  and  younger; 
referral  only  for  those  over  21 . 

NEW  JERSEY 

TRI-ESS— SIGMA  NU  RHO  (Trenton,  NJ 
Metro  Area  Chapter) 

PO  Box  9255,  Trenton  NJ  08650 
Contact:  Pat  / Voice  Mail:  (609)  392-1132 
E-Mail:  SNRTRIS@hotmail.com 
Web:  http://www.geocities.com/West- 
Hollywood/Castro/3774 

TRI-ESS— CHI  DELTA  MU,  (New  York 
City  Metro  AreaChapter) 

P.O.  Box  1,  River  Edge,  NJ  07661-0001 

Contact:  Susan  Lynette 

Phone:  1-800-484^7593  (Code  4985) 

E-Mail  (Tammie):  cdm81@hotmail.com 
Web:  http:/ /www.geocities.com/ 
WestHollywood  / Heights/7396/ 

CD/TS/SO— MONMOUTH/OCEAN 
TRANS  GENDER:  MOTG,  PO  Box  2972, 
Princeton  NJ  08543-2972.  (732)  219-9094. 
Email:  vikkimmotg@aol.com.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO— TRANSIT:  (908)  575-1161 
Support  group. 

CD/TS— NORTHERN  NEW  JERSEY: 

c/o  Ms.  Lynda  Frank,  PO  Box  9192, 
Morristown,  NJ  07960.  (973)  663-0772. 
E-mail,  lyndafranknyc@yahoo.com 
Support  group,  information  & referral. 

CD/TS— NJSUPPORT:  c/o  T Risley,  301  F 
Saunders  Ave.,  Bellmawr,  NJ  08031.  (609) 
933-2233.  Meetings  1st  Saturday  of  the 
month,  Unitarian  Universalist  Church  of 
Washington  Crossing.  Renaissance  affiliate, 

TS— SINGLES  SOCIAL  GROUP:  for  pre 
and  post  op  mtf  and  single  understanding 
men.  A.J.  Gilberti,  609-296-6065. 

5-10pm.  E-mail:  agilberti@yahoo.com 
or  agilberti@hotmail.com 

NEW  MEXICO 

TG/MTF-FTM— TRANSGENDER  COM- 
MUNITY GROUP:  University  of  New 
Mexico,  Albuquerque  NM.  Phone  (505) 
260-1727.  Email:  egypt@unm.edu. 
Supportive,  educational  and  social  space 


for  ALL  transgendered  identities.  Meets 
every  Monday  night. 

THE  TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP/ALBUQUERQUE.  (505)  342-8077 
Email  Witast@aol.com 

NEW  YORK 

CD/TS/SO— IMPERIAL  QUEENS  & 
KINGS  OF  GREATER  NEW  YORK:  80 

Eighth  Avenue,  Suite  301,  New  York  NY 
10011.  (212)  229-1968  days,  (212)  627-1969 
evenings.  Open  social  group. 

FTM— NEW  YORK  BOYZ:  Sam,  Email: 
srwl8@columbia.edu  (NYC) 

ALL— GENDER  IDENTITY  PROJECT: 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Services 
Center,  208  West  13th  St.  New  York  NY 
10011  Tel:  (212)  620-7310.  Fax:  (212)  924- 
2657.  Email:  rblumenstein@gaycenter.org 
Support  groups  surrounding  gender  explo- 
ration, assists  people  with  substance  abuse 
and  HTV /AIDS  prevention  Education 

BI-GENDER  RAP  GROUP:  c/o  Lynda 
Frank,  330  W.  45th  St.  Apt.  3H,  New  York, 
NY  10036.  Meets  2nd  Monday  each  month, 
6-8  pm  in  lower  Manhattan.  Contact: 

Lynda  Frank,  (212)  765-3561. 

CD/TS/SO— CROSSDRESSERS  INTL: 

404  W.  40th  St.,  #2,  New  York  NY  10018. 
(212)  570-7389,  or  (212)  564-4847  on  Wed. 
E-mail:  cdinyc@aol.com. 

Web:  www.membeis.tripod.com/~CDINYC 

CD/TS/SO— LONG  ISLAND  FEMME 
EXPRESSION:  LIFE,  Support  Group,  P.O. 
Box  1311,  Water  Mill,  NY.  11976-1311  Tel: 
516-283-1333,  answered  live  Sun.  Mon. 

Tues  eves,  from  7:30-10pm 
Speaker  Available! 

CD/TS/SO— TRANSGENDERISTS' 
INDEPENDENCE  CLUB:  TGIC,  PO  Box 

13604,  Albany  NY  12212-3604.  (518)  436- 
4513  live  Thurs.  7-9  p.m.  or  leave  a mes- 
sage and  instructions  for  calling  back. 
Support  group,  e-mail:  vicky_s@juno.com 

CD/TS/SO— TRANSGENDER  NET- 
WORK: PO  Box  753,  New  Paltz,  NY  12561. 
Support  group.  1st  & 3rd  Fridays 

TS— METAMORPHOSIS:  PO  Box  6260, 
Broadway  Station,  Long  Island  City,  NY 
11106-0260.  (718)  728-4615.  Support  group. 

ALL— ZAPPALORTI  SOCIETY,  GLBT, 
PSYCHARATRIC  SURVIVORS:  Weekly 
meetings.  Sat  2-4pm,  at  the  Lesbian  Gay 
Services  Center,  208  W.  13th  Street,  New 
York  City,  west  of  7th  ave.  (718)  422-1838 

EXPRESSING  OUR  NATURE  (EON): 

745  N.  Sauna  St,  Syracuse,  NY  13208  (312) 
426-1658  - Please  leave  message.  E-mail: 
ANNENNO@aol.com.  Meetings  are  held 
on  the  2nd  & 4th  Saturdays  of  the  month  at 
8 PM. 

BUFFALO  BELLES:  PO  Box  1701, 

Amherst,  NY  14226  (716)  879-0973.  E-mail: 
buffalo_bells@juno.com.  Web:  www.geoci- 
ties.com/Wes  tHollywood/Village/3339 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

FTM— NORTH  CAROLINA  BOYZ:  Terry 
(919)  639-6158.  E-mail:  TLCRD96@aol.com 

CD/TS/SO— CAROLINA  TRANS-SEN- 
SUAL  ALLIANCE:  4037  East 
Independence  Blvd.,  Suite  111,  Charlotte, 
NC  28205, 

(704)  531-9988 

TRI-ESS— KAPPA  BETA  (Charlotte,  NC 
Metro  Area  Chapter)  P.O.  Box  12101, 
Charlotte,  NC  28220 
Phone  (Sherri):  704-565-5034 
E-Mail:  infolady@kappabeta.org 
Web  site:  http://www.kappabeta.org 
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TRI-ESS— SIGMA  RHO  DELTA 
tRaleigh/Durham,  NC  Metro  Area 
Chapter)  P.O.  Bov  'X1141 
Raleigh  NC  27675-0141 
Contact  Karen 

E-Mail:  SigntaRhoDelta@yahoo.com 
Web  www.geocities.ccan  SigmaRhoDelta 

CD/TS  SO— PHOENIX  TRANSGENDER 
SI  PFORIi  Phoenix  PO  Box  18332 
Asheville  NC  2SS14.  (S2S)  669-3889. 

Support  group.  E-mail:  jessicaash@aol,com. 

CD/TS/SO— TRIANGLE  GENDER  SOCI- 
ETY (TGS): . o Dan  id  Helen  Rogers, 
5425  Turkev  Farm  Rd.,  Durham,  NC  27705. 
Phone  (919)  968-8070.  Support  group. 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

CD/TS/TV— TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP  OF  NORTH  DAKOTA:  c/o 

Debbie  .Ann  Somero,  PO  Box  644, 
Wahpeton,  ND  58074-0644.  Phone  (701) 
642-1427.  Support  group. 

OHIO 

ALL— IT  S TIME  OHIO:  P.O.  Box  21310, 
Columbus,  OH  43221,  (614)  470-4245, 
e-mail:  itoh@stargate.com 
webihttp  www.Geocities.com/WestHoll 
vwood/7977.  Political  Action 

CD/TS/SO— CRYSTAL  CLUB:  PO  Box 
287,  Columbus  OH  43068-0287.  tel:  (614) 
S44-5371  http://www.gender.org/cc/ 
email:  cc@gender.org 

TRI-ESS— ALPHA  OMEGA  (Northern 
Ohio,  Western  PA  Area  Chapter) , PO.  Box 

2053,  Sheffield  Lake,  OH  44054-0053 
Phone  (Elaine):  216-556-0067 
E-mail  (Lisa):  info@triess-alphaomega.org 
Web:  http:// www. triess-alphaomega.org/ 

CD/TS/SO— CROSS-PORT:  PO  Box  1692, 
Cincinnati  OH  45201.  (606)  581-3711, 

E-mail:  wgbn68d@prodigy.com.  Support 
group. 

TRANS  FAMILY  OF  CLEVELAND 

Founded  to  provide  support  and  education 
for  transgendered  persons  and  their  fami- 
lies and  significant  others.  Robert  and 
Karen  Gross  (216)  691-HELP 
Email:  kittengr@aol.com 
Web  www.geocities/westhollywood/4378 

OKLAHOMA 

ALL— TRANSSUPPORT  LINE: 

Contact.  Frances  at  (316)  795-4876. 

Email:  Fransie@oswego.net 

OREGON 

TS — TRANSSEXUAL  PEER  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  2400  NE  Broadway,  Portland  OR 
97204.  Phone:  (503)  441-6746.  Ask  for  Tracy. 
All  TS  of  all  ages  and  trans-curious  are 
invited  to  attend.  Thursdays  at  7p.m.  at 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  NE 
Broadway  at  24th  Ave.  E-mail: 
sue@altavista.net  Support  group. 

TV/CD/TS/TG/SO— NORTHWEST  GEN- 
DER ALLIANCE:  NWGA,  PO  Box  4928, 
Portland  OR  97208.  (503)  646-2802.  E-mail: 
nwga@nwgapdx.org. 

Web:  www.. nwgapdx.org.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— CAPITOL  CITY  CHAPTER: 

PO  Box  3312,  Salem  OR  97302.  Support 
group. 

IS  SA1  MAOS  SOCIETY/V  ERSITI LE 
WOMEN:  PO  Box  1604,  Eugene  OR  97440- 
1604  (541 ) 688-4282.  Service  & information. 

TG— INTERMOUNTAIN  TRANSGEN- 
DER OUTREACH:  1524  Monroe  Avenue, 
La  Grande  OR  97850.  (541 ) 962-3466.  Email: 
keol@eosc.osshe.edu  Support  group. 


TRI-ESS— RHO  GAMMA  (Grants  Pass, 
OR  Metro  Area  Chapter,  Rogue  Valiev 
Girls) , P.O.  Box  5551, 

Grants  Pass  OR  97527 
Contact:  Lori 

E-Mail  (Lori):  loritris@terragon.com 

PENNSYLVANIA 

TRI-ESS— EPSILON  MU  GAMMA 
(Northern  Pennsylvania  Endless 
Mountain  Girls) , 

P.O.  Box  4,  Three  Bridges  N]  08887 
Contact:  Alice  Harding 
24-Hour  Voice  Mail:  570-364-2949 
E-mail:  emgtris@hotmail.com 
Web:  http:/ /www.tgforum.com 

FTM— P1TBOYZ:  Dan  & Michelle.  E-mail: 
windyl@aabe.com. 

CD/TS — TRANSP1TT:  PO  Box  3214, 
Pittsburgh  PA  15230.  (412)  422-1558. 
Voicemail:  (412)  669-6799, 

E-mail:  transpitt@usa.net 
Web:  members.xoom.com/transpitt 
Live  phones  answered  2nd  and  4th 
Mondays  every  month  except  for  holidays 
between  7pm  and  9:30pni.  Member  meet- 
ings are  2nd  Saturday  of  each  month 
except  for  July  and  August.  Support. 

CD— TRAVELERS  EXPRESS:  PO  Box  150, 
Falls  Creek  PA  15840.  (814)  375-7651. 
Central  PA  region.  Self  expression  in  100% 
non  closeted  environment.  Passing  not  an 
issue,  presentability  essential.  Leave  mes- 
sage. 

CD/TS/SO— ERIE  SISTERS:  ESCC,  1903 
West  8th  Street,  Suite  261,  Erie  PA  16505. 
Email:  eriesister@aol.com.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE— LOWER 
SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEY  CHAPTER: 

Renaissance — LSV,  PO  Box  2122, 
Harrisburg  PA  17105-2122.  (717)  780-1578. 
Email:  lsv@ezonline.com.  Web: 
http://www.ezonline.com/lsv.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE—  LEHIGH 
VALLEY/POCONO  AREA:  Renaissance 
LV,  PO  Box  3624,  Allentown  PA  18106. 
Phone:  (610)  821-2955.  Support  group. 

FTM— LANCASTER  BOYZ:  Tom  (717) 
892-  4999.  E-mail:  malesic@prolog.net. 
(Philly  area) 

TS— THE  PHILADELPHIA 
TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  GROUP 
(PTSSG) , 1201  Locust  Street,  Washington 
West  Project,  Philadelphia.  Meets  in  the 
office  of  the  Transgender  Health  Action  the 
1st  Saturday  of  each  month  at  4pm.  e-mail: 
rica@netaxs.com 

FTM — WEXIST  Meetings  are  held  at 
William  Way  Community  Center,  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  2nd  Saturday  of  each 
month,  5:30pm.  to  7:00pm. 

For  additional  information  contact  us: 
Voice:  (215)  848-7674  box  6 
Email:  WeXist@aol.com  WeXist  is  a 
Philadelphia-based  non-political  FTM  sup- 
port group.  We  are  open  to  all  who  are 
assigned  female  at  birth  and  have  gender 
identity  issues  or  questions,  or  are  in  need 
of  support  for  gender  concerns. 

CD/TS/SO— CROSS  DRESSERS  INTER- 
NATIONAL: CDI,  PO  Box  61,  Easton  PA 
18044.  S.  Kristine  James,  Director,  Karen 
Cioe,  NYC  Coordinator.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE— EDUCA- 
I ION  ASSOC  INC  .:  Renaissance  C..IX 
987  Old  Eagle  School  Road,  Suite  719, 
Wayne  PA  19087.  (610)  975-9119.  E-mail: 
bensalem@bbs.cpcn.com.  Web: 
http://www.ren.org.  Support  group. 

FTM— PHILLY  BOYZ:  Steve  (215)  546- 
6444  E-mail:  shock@asc.upenn.edu. 


CD/TS/SO/MTF/FTM— TRA  N SYOUTH 
SERVICES,  UNITY  INC.:  1207  Chestnut 
St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107.  (215)  851-1958 
or  (215)  851-1912.  Community  sendees  and 
"Butch  Brothers"  Philadelphian  FTMsupport 

RHODE  ISLAND 

ALL — Brown  University  Transgender 
Support  Group  meets  every  Monday  at 
8pm  in  the  Brown  University  Sarah  Doyle 
Women's  Center  on  Meeting  Street, 
between  Thayer  and  Brown  Streets. 
Contact:  Tucker_Lieberman@Brown.edu 

TENNESSEE 

CD/TS/SO— TENNESSEE  VALS:  PO  Box 
92335,  Nashville  TN  37209-2335.  (615)  664- 
6883  voice  mail.  E-mail:  jlovel@ix.  netcom. 
com.  Homepage: 

http :/ www. transgender.org/ tg/ tvals  / . 
Support  group 

FTM— TENNESSEE  BOYZ:  (Nashville, 
TN)  .:  Dustin,  (615)  431-9540;  FTM 
Resource  Email:  CyberBum7@aol.com 

TEXAS 

TRI-ESS— TAU  CHI  (Houston,  TX  Metro 
Area  Chapter)  8880  Bellaire  B2  PMB104, 
Houston  TX  77036 
Contact:  Jane  Ellen  Fairfax 
Phone  (Jane):  (713)  349-8969 
E-Mail  (Jane):  JEFTRIS@aol.com 
E-Mail  (Stacey):  staceyhou@aol.com 

TRI-ESS— ALPHA  TAU  (Austin,  TX 

Metro  Area  Chapter) , P.O.  Box  1398, 

Georgetown  TX  78627 

E-mail  (Heather):  Mousehurd@aol.com 

E-Mail  (Lee):  LeecdOO@aol.com 

Web:  http://www.angelfire.com/tx/atau/ 

TRI-ESS— ALPHA  TAU  (Austin,  TX 

Metro  Area  Chapter) , P.O.  Box  1398, 

Georgetown  TX  78627 

E-mail  (Heather):  Mousehurd@aol.com 

E-Mail  (Lee):  LeecdOO@aol.com 

Web:  http://www.angelfire.com/tx/atau/ 

TRI-ESS— PI  BETA  GAMMA  (Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  Metro  Area  Chapter) 

PO  Box  673,  Venus,TX  76084 
Phone:  888-473-7823  or  972-366-1268 
E-Mail:  milomae@fastlane.net 
Webhttp: // www.geocities.com/Southbeac 
h/Cliffs/4873 

TG— AUSTIN/CENTRAL  TEXAS 

Central  Texas  Transgender  Society. 

E-mail  msdevin@yahoo.com 
Serves  Austin  and  the  surrounding  hill 
country  area.  Primarily  a social  club  with 
no  dues,  officers,  or  bylaws,  this  is  entirely 
a volunteer  organization. 

TG— GENDER  CONTINUUM  AT  THE 
WATERLOO  COUNSELING  CENTER 

Phone:  512-444-9922 
E-mail:  caycewakes@aol.com 
Support  group  for  transsexual.  Has  an 
intake  fee  of  $25.00  and  is  free  from  that 
point  forward.  The  first  and  third 
Wednesdays  of  each  month  are  for  FTM 
and  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  are 
MTF. 

TG— TRANSFORMATION 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

Phone:  512-329-6699 

E-mail:  caycewakes@aol.com 

The  person  to  contact  at  either  the  Gender 

Continuum  or  Transformation 

is  Katy  Koonce. 

GLBT— COASTAL  BEND  GAY  PRIDE 
ALLIANCE 

Phone:  1-800-411-2027 
E-mail:  cbgpa@cbgpa.com 

TS— GALVESTON  / BRAZORIA  COUNTY 
COMMUNITY  AWARENESS  FOR 
TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT  (CATS) 

PO.  Box  62 


Galveston,  TX 
Phone:  (409)  762-2243 
E-mail  tghelp@yahoo.com 
A volunteer  led  peer  support  group  devot- 
ed to  helping  transsexual  persons,  their 
partners,  families,  and  friends  accept  life 
and  experience  it  to  the  fullest. 

CD— HELPING  CROSS  DRESSER 
ANONYMOUS 

This  organization  is  not  trying  to  "cure" 
you  of  anything  except  your  shame  and 
guilt,  http://www.brendat.com. 

ALL— HOUSTON  PEOPLE 
EXCHANGING  POWER 

E-mail:  ladyml871@aol.com 

If  you  have  ever  had  an  interest  in  bondage, 

s&m,  etc.  contact  this  organization. 

Lady  M,  is  transgendered  and  is  also  a 
leader  in  their  transgendered  special  inter- 
est group. 

TG/TS/SOFFA— TEXAS  ASSOCIATION 
FOR  TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  (TATS) 

PO.  Box  142  Bellaire,  Texas  77401 
Voice  mail:  (713)  780-4282 
E-mail:  tats@genderweb.org 
A volunteer  led  peer  support  group  devot- 
ed to  helping  transsexual  persons,  their 
partners,  families,  and  friends  accept  life 
and  experience  it  to  the  fullest. 

FTM— ALAMO  BOYZ 

E-mail  joeblowtx@hotmail.com 
Female  to  Male  transgender/transsexual 
support  group.  Monthly  meetings 
in  Austin  and  San  Antonio.  Our  webpage 
is:  http:  / /lonestar.texas.net/~debra 

TG-FRIENDLY— ABLIED  QUEER: 

1517  B.  Missouri,  Houston  TX  7700 
EM:  james_e@iah.com 

CD/TS/SO— METROPLEX  CD  CLUB:  PO 

Box  141924,  Irving  TX  75014.  (972)  264- 
7103.  e-mail:  domiss@flash.net  Web: 
www.flash.net/~domega  Support  group. 

CD/TS— GULF  COAST  TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY,  P.O.  Box  66643,  Houston, 
TX  77266;  Call  (713)  780-4282. 

CD— HELPING  CDs  ANONYMOUS: 
HCDA,  239  Westheimer  (Office  of  Suzanne 
Anderson  Properties) , Houston  TX  77006. 
Tel:  (281)  520-3610  (pager) 

Email:  brenda@firstnethou.com. 

Support  Group. 

CD/TS/SO— BOULTON  & PARK  SOCI- 
ETY: PO  Box  17,  Bulverde,  TX  78163  (830) 
980-5354  live  Tues.  6-9  pm  CT. 

E-mail:  boulton@flash.net.  Support  group. 

TG— WEST  TEXAS  GENDER 
ALLIANCE:  5350  LLano,  Abilene  TX 
79605.  Email:  temsim@juno.com. 

CD/TS/SO— AUSTIN  SECOND 
IMAGE:  PO  Box  679,  Leander,  TX  78646, 
(512)  515-5460  personally  answered 
Wednesday  7-9pm.  email 
caseyalena@yahoo.com 
web:w  ww.angelfire.com/tx/ 
AustinSecondlmage.  Support  group 

CD/TG/TS/TV/GLB— CENTRAL  TEXAS 
TRANSGENDER  SOCIETY:  A social 
group  comprised  of  those  who  aspire  to 
the  belief  that  the  best  therapy  is  social 
interaction  and  having  fun  with  friends 
and  people  who  don't  care  or  notice 
which  category  you  fall  into. 

Web:  www.cttgs.org 
email:  msdevin  ©yahoo.com. 

TS— GENDER  CONTINUUM:  A free 
support  & education  group  that  meets  at 
the  Waterloo  Counseling  Center  on 
Wednesday  nights  at  7:00  PM.  The  1st 
and  3rd  Wednesdays  are  for  FtMs,  the 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  are  for  MtFs. 
Contact  Katy  Koonce,  LMSW  at 
(512)  444-9922. 
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UTAH 

TS/SO— WESTERN  TRANS-SEXUAL 
SUPPORT  NETWORK:  support  group 
for  Transsexuals,  SOs,  and  friends. 
Western  Transsexual  Support  Network 
4667  Holladay  Blvd,  Ste  2, 

Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84117.  (801)  277-8025 

CD/TS/SO— ALPHA  RHO,  SALT  LAKE 
CITY:  PO  Box  571242,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
84157-1242.  (801)  553-8141.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— ENGENDERED  SPECIES: 

PO  Box  11897,  Salt  Lake  City  UT  84147. 
(801)  320-0551.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/TG/SO— SALT  LAKE  GENDER 
CONSORTIUM:  Genevera  Martin  Pres., 
PO  Box  651073,  Salt  Lake  City  UT  84165- 
1073.  (801)  576-1416.  E-mail: 
geneveram@aol.com.  Support  Group. 

VERMONT 

CD/TS— TRANS:  (802)  472-8115.  Meets  1st 
& 3rd  Tuesdays  in  Burlington.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS— VERMONT  TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT  GROUP:  For  information  leave 
message  at  (802)  860-8430.  Support  group. 

VIRGINIA 

TRI-ESS— RHO  TAU  (Richmond- 
Tidewater  VA  Metro  Area  Chapter) 

Contact:  Lucy  Stone,  PO  Box  382, 

Norge,  VA  23127-0382 

E-mail:  lucyellenstone@aol.com 

Web:  http://www.transgender.org/rtc/ 

TG-LADIES  FIRST  SOCIAL  CLUB: 

Dumfries,  VA  (703)  441-0283.  E-mail 
lauraBCD@aol.com 

TRANS-GENDER  EDUCATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION:  PO  Box  16036,  Arlington 
VA  22215.  (301)  949-3822.  E-mail: 
tgea@juno.com.  Web: 
http://www.tgguide.com/guide/dc/ 
tgea~ndx.html.  Support  group. 

WASHINGTON 

INGERSOLL  GENDER  CENTER  FTM 
GROUP:  We  welcome  folks  from  all 
walks  of  life  and  all  orientations  and 
identities.  We  also  invite  SOFFA's  of 
FTM's  to  attend.  Group  is  the  4th 
Saturday  of  every  month,  from  11am  - 
lpm  at  Ingersoll  Gender  Center  (1812  E 
Madison,  Suite  106)  Seattle,  WA.  If  you'd 
like  any  more  information  about  our 
group,  please  feel  free  to  contact  me  at 
schreid@wdni.com  or  you  can  visit  our 
web  at  www.ingersollcenter.org/ 

CD/TS-CINDERELLA  CIRCLE:  304  W 

Champion,  Bellingham  WA  98225  (360) 
416-1437  Email:  mhowe@pioneemet.net 
Web:  http://www.pioneemet.net/mhowe/ 
Support. 

FTM— SPECTRUM  SUPPORT  GROUP: 

2 support  groups  per  month  for  those 
bom  female  bodied  but  who  live  with 
masculine  gender  expression.  Meetings 
are  Free.  Located  downstairs  at  Beyond 
the  Edge  Cafe,  703  E.  Pike  Seattle,  WA. 
First  and  4th  Wednesday  of  the  month  7- 
9pm.  (206)  949-7469  Spencer  (contact 
person)  . email:  MstrSpence@aol.com 

CD/TS/SO— PAPILLON: 

C/O  R2C2,  206  1/2  E.  Wellesley,  Spokane, 
WA  99207.  Ph:  (509)  458-2741.  A social  sup- 
port group  for  the  transgendered  commu- 
nity in  eastern  Washington  and  North 
Idaho.  Meets  weekly. 

DC/SO— EMERALD  CITY: 

PO  Box  31318,  Seattle,  WA  98103. 

Web:  www.adminw.com/em 


WASHINGTON,  DC 

FTM— DC  BOYZ:  Adam  (301)  270-0372.  E- 
mail:  romandede@aol.com.  (Metro  DC.) 

CD/TS/SO — PFLAG  (Parents,  Families 
and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays):  1101 — 
14th  St.  NW,  Suite  1030,  Washington,  D.C. 
20005.  Phone  (202)  638-4200. 

Fax  (202)  638-0243.  E-mail:  info@pflag.org. 
Web:  http://www.pflag.org. 


CD/TS/SO— WASHINGTON-BALTI- 
MORE  ALLIANCE:  c/o  H.  Garfinkle,  PO 
Box  1994,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20915.  Phone 
(301)  649-3960.  Support  group.  Meets  in 
metro  D.C. 

TG— TRANSGENDER  EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATION  of  Washington  DC:  Web: 
www.zzapp.org  or  e-mail:  tgea@zzapp.org 

WISCONSIN 

CD/TS/SO— GEMINI  GENDER  GROUP: 

PO  Box  44211,  Milwaukee  WI 53214. 
(voice-mail)  . (414)  297-9328 
E-mail:  75261.1443@compuserv.com. 

Web:  www.netwrx.net/ -ggg.  Support 

LESBIAN,  GAY,  BISEXUAL  AND 
TRANSGENDER  CAMPUS  CENTER, 

Memorial  Union,  800  Langdon  Street, 
Madison,  WI  53706 

BAHAMAS 

GLBT— HOTLINE  (242)  328-1816  from 
8pm-10pm.  Mon-Lesbian  Issues  ask  for 
Dianna.  Tues.  Transgender  Issues  ask  for 
Connie  Wed.  Gay  Issues  ask  for  David. 

CANADA 
NOVA  SCOTIA 

TS/TG— GENDER  EXPRESSIONS 
ATLANTIC.  Support  Group.  Members 
throughout  Atlantic  provinces. 

E-mail:  robin_southem@yahoo.com  or 
www.geocities.com/gender_expressions 

QUEBEC 

TS/SO— FACTT— QUEBEC:  Box  293,  Cote 
de  Neiges  Post  Office,  5858  Cote  de  Neiges 
Blvd.,  Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA  H3S 
2S6.  French-speaking  referrals,  medical  and 
psychological  services  and  support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— CLUB  MET:  4113  Dorion 
Street,  Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA  H2K 
3B8.  (514)  528-8874.  Support  group. 
(Formerly  TAM.) 

TS/SO— TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON: 

Non-prisoners  contact  Dee  Farmer, 
23288037,  PO  Box  4000,  Springfield  MO 
65808.  Prisoners  contact  Mrs.  Patricia 
Fisher,  Succ  293  Cote-des-Neiges,  5858 
Cote-des-Neiges  Blvd,  Montreal,  QC, 
CANADA  H3S  2S6. 

LESPECTRE  (Montreal):  514-528-1700 
Michelle  de  Ville 

TRANVESTIS  MONTREAL: 

email:  mac@mlink.net/~mac/ tvm.html 

ONTARIO 

TS— TRANSITION  SUPPORT:  The 

Church  Street  Community  Centre,  519 
Church  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA 
M4Y  2C9.  Support  group.  2nd  & 4th 
Fridays  7-10pm 

CD/TS/SO— XPRESSIONS:  PO  Box  223, 
Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5W 
1B2.  (416)  410-6949. 

Web:  www.xpressions.org. 

Support  group. 

CD/TS— STREET  OUTREACH  SER- 
VICES: c/o  W.  Travers,  622  Yonge  St,  2nd 


FI,  Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M4Y  1Z8. 
(416)  926-0744  (24  hours)  . Multitude  of  ser- 
vices for  TG  youth. 

IS— PATRICIA  FLORA:  PO  BOX  425, 
Postal  Station  C,  1117  Queen  Street  West, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M6J  3P5. 

CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF — TAKE  A WALK 
ON  THE  WILD  SIDE:  161  Gerrard  St.  E, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M5A  2E4. 

(416)  921-6112  (24hr)  . TS  support  group, 
professional  services.  Email:  info@wild- 
side.org.  Web:  www.wildside.org. 

FTM/SO— CANADIAN  BOYZ 

Marcus  Charles  Frappier 
(416)  466-0235  Email:  mc@oil.ca 

CD/TS/SO— GENDER  MOSAIC:  PO  Box 
7421,  Vanier  Ottawa,  Ontario,  CANADA 
K1L  8E4.  (819)  770-1945.  Support  group. 

FTM— ONTARIO  FEMALE  TO  MALE 
NETWORK:  378-532  Montreal  Road, 
Ottawa,  ON,  K1K  4R4  613-742-5221 
Email:  onftm@cyberus.ca 

OTTAWA  TS  DISCUSSION  GROUP: 

P.O.  Box  42067,  RPO  St.  Laurent,  Ottawa, 
ON,  K1K  4L8,  E-mail:  ts-ottawa@cana- 
da.co,  Web: 

members.xoom.com/ottawas/ 

SO-SOS  CLUB,  The  519  Church  St. 
Community  Certre,  519  Church  street, 
Totonto,  ON  M4Y  2C9 
Email:  sosclub@idirect.ca 
Web:  webhome.idirect.com/ -players 

MANITOBA 

CD/TS/SO— PRAIRIE  ROSE  GENDER 
GROUP:  PRGG,  Box  23  Grp  4 RR1, 
Dugald,  Manitoba,  ROE  0K0.  CANADA. 
(204)  257-2759.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— MASQUERADE:  c/o  Lady 
Godiva  Boutique,  832  Corydon  Ave., 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Canada,  R3M  0Y2, 
Support. 

CD/TS/SO— RAINBOW  RESOURCE 
CENTRE:  POB  1661  Winnipeg,  Manitoba 
Canada  R3C  2Z6.  (204)  474-0212,  FAX: 

(204)  478-1160.  Toll-free  in  Manitoba  and 
Northwestern  Ontario:  1-888-399-0005. 
E-mail:  wglrc@escape.ca 

ALBERTA 

CD/TS/SO— ILLUSIONS  SOCIAL 
CLUB  EDMONTON  Box  356,  Main  Post 
Office  Edmonton,  AB.  T5J  2J6  Our  phone 
# is  (403)  988-3294 
Email:  edm_illusions@juno.com 

CD/TS/SO— ILLUSIONS  SOCIAL  CLUB: 

c/o  B&B  Emporium,  426  8th  Ave.  S.E., 
Calgary.  Alberta,  Canada  T2G  0L7 
Phone  (403)  265-7789 

EDMONTON  TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT  LINE:  (403)  988-3738 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

TS— TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  GROUP: 

Dr.  Angela  Wensley,  14905  32nd  Avenue, 
White  Rock,  British  Columbia,  CANADA 
V4P  1A4.  (604)  536-2053.  Support  group. 

CD/SO— CORNBURY  SOCIETY:  Box 
3745,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia, 
CANADA  V6B  3Z1.  Support  group. 

(604)  862-1321, 

Email:  combury@bc.sympatico.ca 
Web : www. transgender.org/tg/corn- 
bury/ 

CD/TS— FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
ADVANCEMENT  OF  TRANS-GEN- 
DERED  PEOPLE'S  SOCIETY:  FATE, 

1-1727  William  Street,  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia,  CANADA  V5L  2R5 
(604)  254-9591. 


TG/TS/CD— ZENITH  FOUNDATION: 

Box  46,  8415  Granville  Street,  Vancouver, 
British  Columbia,  CANADA  V6P  4Z9. 

(604)  261-1695.  Web: 
www.GenderWeb.org/ 

-zenith/  e-mail:  Tamaras@istar.ca 

BC  FTM  NETWORK:  P.O.  Box  10,  1895 
Commercial  Drive,  Vancouver,  BC, 

V5N  4A6  (604)  862-1321 
Email:  bcftmnet@hotmail.com 

DREAM  GIRLS  P.O.  Box  535,  Kamloops, 
BC  V2C  5L7 

NOVA  SCOTIA 

ATG  (ATLANTIC  TRANSGENDER) 

in  Halifax  Email:  atggrp@geocities.com 
Web:www.  geocities.com/WestHollywoo 
d /755 7/ 

VALLEY  PRIDE  (KENTVILLE) 

Email:  mike.giffin@ns.sympatico.ca 
Web:  www. geocities.com/ 
WestHollywood/  Heights/2377/ 

PUERTO  RICO 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  PO  Box  36- 
4842,  San  Juan  PR  00936-4842.  Phone  (787) 
782-9600.  Fax  (809)  782-1411.  HTV/AIDS 
outreach  organization. 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  Calle  16  SE 
#1200  Caparra  Terrace,  Rio  Piedras  PR 
00921.  Phone  (787)  782-9600  Fax  (787)  782- 
1411.  HTV/ AIDS  outreach  organization. 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  Calle  Estrella 
#30,  Ponce  PR  00731.  Phone  (787)  844-9600. 
Fax  (787)  841-1485.  HIV/AIDS  outreach 
organization. 

MEXICO 

GUADALAJARA,  JALISO,  MEXICO 

44190.  Cris-Lida 

E-mail:  crisalidagdl@usa.net 

Web: 

www.geocities.com  / WestHollywood  / 
Village/5613/ 

AgrupaciUn  Mexicana  de  Travestis, 
Crossdressers,  Transgenderistas  y 
Transexuales.  Soporte,  Apoyo  y Servicios 
VISITANOS! 

SPAIN 

BARCELONA:  COLECTIVO  DE 
TRANSEXUALES  DE  CATALUNYA 
(CTC)  Meeting  Mondays  7-9pm,  Tel:  34  93 
3005946,  e-mail:  lenaimoi@pangea.org 
Mailing  Address:  Apartado  de  correos 
Num.  32081,  Barcelona  Spain  08080 

MADRID:  CLINICA  ISADORA,  Pirineos 
7,  Madrid,  Spain  Tel:  34  91  3111000,  Fax:  34 
91  3116238,  E-mail:  isadora@omc.telprof.es 
Coordinator:  Empar  Pineda  Mon-Fre 
10:30am — 5pm.  Director:  Dr.  S.Z.  Chami. 
Surgeons:  Dr.  Chami  and  Dr.  Hage  from 
Free  University  of  Amsterdam. 

TS— COLETIVO  DE  TRANSEXUALES 
DE  CATALUNA:  C.  Balmes,  70,  lo  la,  08830 
Sant  Boi  de  Lobregat,  Barcelona.  Phone: 
08080  3454  6398  Wed.  7.30-9  pm.  Please 
speak  Spanish. 

TS/FTM/MTF — IDENTIDAD  DE  GEN- 
ERO:  Apartado  3023,  Granada  18080.  Non- 
profit support  group. 

ARGENTINA 

TS— TRANSSEXUALS  FOR  THE  RIGHT 
OF  LIFE  AND  IDENTITY:  TRANSDEVI, 

Casilla  de  Correo  151,  C.P.  1748  Grab 
Rodriguez,  Buenos  Aires. 

BRAZIL 

TS— PURPURINA  (GLITTER)  PROJECT: 

Katia  Monteiro,  no.  55  Rua  DA  Gloria,  #30, 
Gloria,  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Phone:  02-252-4757. 


Transgender  Tapestry  #92  • 69 


FAY  02-227-5944.  Educational  outreach. 
AID?  awareness  referrals. 

TS— GRLPO  BRAS1LEIRO  de  TRAN- 
SEVL'AIS  (Brazilian  Transsexual's  Assoc.): 

Caixa  Postal  1097.  Cuiaba-MT  78.1X13-470. 

AFRICA 

NIGERIA 

TRANSFORMATION  SECOND  SELF: 

c o lane  Enuneku,  KM  4 Idiroko  Road,  PO 
Box  lOOn.  OTA.  OGUN  STATE.  WEST 
AFRICA.  Tel:  034-722815  Fax:  034-722487 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

PHOENIX:  c o Desiree  EYxter,  PO  Box 
1332,  Springs.  13t>0.  Gauteng.  Phone: 

+27111  382  3247. 

SATRL : (S.  AFRICAN  TRANSEXUAL 
RESEARCH  UNIT)  PO  Box  87283, 
Houghton.  Johannesburg  2041. 

ENGLAND 

ALL — AGENDER:  Vinnie  or  Suzanna,  c/o 
Inpatients  Advocacy  Sendee,  Aldermands 
Lodge,  The  Caludon  Centre,  Walsgrave, 
Coventry,  CV22TE,  UK. 

TV/TS— TRANSESSEX:  POB  3,  Basildon, 
Essex  SS14  1PT.  Tel:  (01268)  583761  e-mail: 
stacy@transessex.nildram.co.uk.  Support. 

TS— A1S  SUPPORT  GROUP:  2 Shirbum 
Ave  , Vlainsfield,  Notts.,  NG18  2BY.  Email: 
100572.2376@compusene.com. 

TS— MANCHESTER  Support  Group 
forming  for  non-op /pre-op /post-op  TS's. 
All  new  members  welcome,  please  contact 
Jol  <LexMacx@aol.com> 

TV/TS— BEAUMONT  SOCIETY: 

27  Old  Gloucester  Street,  London, 
WC1N-3XX.  Phone:  +44  (0)  1582-412220. 
24hr.  information  line.  Web: 
http:  /hometown.aol.com/bmontsoc/inde 
x.htm  Membership  fee.  Support  group 

BEAUMONT  SOCIETY  PARTNERS' 
GROUP:  phones:  +44-1223-441246  (South) , 
+44-1203-717528  (Central  & Wales)  . 

GENDYS  NETWORK:  BM  Gendys, 
London,  England  DE56  IDE,  Phone:  01773 
828973,  e-mail,  jedbland@mcmail.com  Web: 
www. gendys.mcmail.com/  Group  for 
MTF&FTM 

TS— CHANGE:  BM  Box  3440,  London 
WC1N  3XX.  Phone:  +44-0-1303-259543. 
Email:  TSlCHANGE@AOL.COM.  Web: 
users.aol.com/tslchange/private/home- 
page.htm. 

FRIENDS  MERSEYSIDE:  36  Bolton  Street, 
Liverpool,  L3-5LX.  Phone:  +44-151-709- 
3181,  Fri.  7.30-9  GMT. 

FTM  NETWORK  lalso  PRESS  FOR 
CHANGE):  BM  Network,  London,  WC1N 
3XX.  Phone:  +44-161-423-1915,  Wed.  8pm- 
1030  pm  Wed.  GMT 
EmaiLs.t.  whittle@mmu.ac.uk. 

Web:  www.pfc.org.uk/press  for  change. 
Support,  political  lobbying  and  education 
group 

THE  GENDER  TRUST:  BM  Gentrust, 
London,  WC1N-3XX.  Tel:+44-1305-269222 
before  10  pm  GMT.  Overseas 
Representative,  Dorothy  Francis,  The 
Gender  Trust,  3 Hartington  Villas,  Hove, 
BN3  6HF,  ENGLAND 

TS— GENDER  IDENTITY  CONSULTAN- 
CY SERVICES:  Phone:  +44-1071  244  6090, 
FAX;  0171  244  6090.  Email:  GICS@aol.com. 

INTERNATIONAL  GENDER  TRAN- 
SIENT AFFINITY:  Box  2, 1 Banks 
Building,  School  Green  Road,  Freshwater, 


Isle  of  Wight,  P040-9AJ.  Human 
rights/research. 

MERMAIDS:  B\1  Mermaids,  London 
WC1N  3XX.  Group  for  children  and 
teenagers  with  gender  dysphoria  and  their 
families. 

TV— NORTHERN  CONCORDE:  M60 
1LN,  Manchester  e-mail: 
JennyB@Concord.nwnet.co.uk 

TS— NEW  GROUP  FORMING: 

We  are  forming  a splinter  group  from 
Northern  Concorde  and  will  hold  our  first 
meeting  on  May  1st  2000  upstairs  at  the 
Hollywood  Experience,  Bloom  Street, 
Manchester  from  7-00  - ll-00pm  in  the 
upstairs  back  bar.  It  is  hoped  that  we  will 
become  a TS  support  group  for  anyone 
who  is  not  TV,  but  rather  non-op/  pre-op/ 
post-op  TS.  All  new  members  will  be  wel- 
comed. Jol  (LexMacx@aol.com) 

OUSU  TRANSGENDER  GROUP:  Oxford 
University  Student  Union,  Little  Clarendon 
Street,  Oxford.  Phone:  +44-1865-270777. 

ROSE'S  CLUB/repartee:  P.O.  Box  186 
Barnsley,  South  Yorkshire,  S73  oyt, 

England,  Tel/Fax  +44  1226  754252.  E-mail: 
roses@repartee.co.uk.  URL:  http:/ /www. 
repartee.co.uk.  Support  for  transgendered 
and  partners  + magazine  and  newsletters. 

VANITY  CLUB  UK  FOR  GIRLS  ON  THE 
INTERNET:  Provides  friendship  and  con- 
tact with  others  for  those  wishing  to  get 
out  and  enjoy  being  T.  For  details,  Web: 
http: //www.  geocities.com/westholly- 
wood/village/7604/ 

THE  WAYOUT  CLUB,  PO  Box  70, 

Enfield,  EN1  2AE  England. 

Tel:  0208  366  0517  or  07778157290. 

Email:  Vicky@wayout-publishing.com. 

Web:  www.wayout-publishing.com 
Steffan  and  Vicky  Lee  host  possibly  the 
world's  best  night  out  for  TVs  TSs.  Drag 
plus  friends  and  family.  EVERY  week  with 
a Floor  Show  or  Wild  Event.  Dance  & Dine 
amongst  a friendly,  clientele — of  every  age, 
race,  sexuality  and  gender. 

IRELAND 

TRANS-GENDER  ARCHIVE:  c/o  Dr. 

Richard  Ekins,  University  of  Coleraine, 
County  Londonderry,  Northern  Ireland, 
BT52  ISA  Library  and  archive  reference 
resource  and  research.  +44  1265  44141. 

BELFAST  BUTTERFLY  CLUB:  Northern 
Ireland,  P.O.  Box  210,  Belefast  BT1  1BG  +44 
1585  430408 

SCOTLAND 

CROSSLYNX:  c/o  SGLS,  PO  Box  38 
Glasgow,  G2-2QF.  Phone:  +44-141-221-8372. 
HelpLine:  +44-141-332-3333. 

BEAUMONT  SOCIETY  PARTNER'S 
GROUP:  phones:  +44-01389-380389. 

WALES 

SOUTH  WALES  TV/TS  GROUP:  c/o 

Martina  Rees,  56a  Kinross  Ct,  Ridgeway 
Road,  Llan-Romney,  Cardiff,  VF3-9AE. 

FRANCE 

ASSOC.  BEAUMONT  CONTINENTAL: 
ABC,  BP-3,  F-68350  Didenheim. 

ASSOCIATION  D'AIDE  AUX  TRANS- 
SEXUELS:  AAT,  Maison  des  Associations, 
93  La  Canabiere,  13001  Marseille. 

ASSOCIATION  DEVENIR  FEMME:  Les 

Terrasses  du  Mediterranee,  13006 
Marseille. 

ASSOCIATION  DU  SYNDROME  DE 
BENJAMIN:  Kelais  59-59  avenue 


Daumesnil,  3 r Keller,  75012,  Paris.  01  43  47 
2125. 

CARITIG:  B.P.  17-22,  75810  PARIS  CEDEX 
17,  FRANCE.  Phone  33-1-42-27-42-28.  Fax 
33-1-64-31-05-82.  Web:  http://www.mter- 
social.org/ caritig.  Center  for  assistance, 
research  and  information  on  transsexuality 
and  gender  identity. 

SWITZERLAND 

TV-TS— TRANSPERSONA  Postfach 
6788,  Zurich.  Switzerland  CH-8023 
Email:transpersona@hoymail.  com  URL: 
http://www.geocities.com/WestHolly- 
wood/Park/4111.  Open  membership. 
Monthly  meetings.  Membership  fee. 

TS— SELBSTHILFE  GRUPPE:  Postfach 
92,  CH-9008  St.  Gallen. 

KONTAKFORUM  FEMME  TRAVESTIE: 

Postfach  6788,  CH-8023,  Zurich. 

GERMANY 

IS— AIS  SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE:  Postfach 
7,  71201  Rottenburg  am  Neckar.  (Fluent 
English,  German.) 

BODY  AND  SOUL:  c/o  KIBISS  KISS. 
Hanover.  Phone:  +0511/666567  oder 
Stefanie  0511/457347. 

TV/TS— CHELSI  E.V.:  Treff  Sachsen, 
Roesslerstr.  9,  09113  Chemnitz.  Phone:  +49- 
371-50094  (Friday  only) . FAX:  +49-371- 
55867. 

CLUB  NEUES  LEBEN  NOVA:  PO  Box 

710232,  80634  Munchen.  Phone:  +49- 
089/7916643,  6-6:30  pm  (CET)  . speak 
German. 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  FRANKFURT 
AM  MAIN:  Postfach  10  10  46,  63010 
Offenbach.  Tel.  069/8001008. 


TV/TS— GEREDE  E.V.:  Treff  Sachsen, 
Wiener  Strasse  41,  01219,  Dresden.  Phone: 
+49-351/4640220  (Friday  only)  . 

INFORMATIONS  KONTAKT  UND  VER- 
MITTLUNGSSTELLEFUR  TRANSSEX- 
UELLE  MENSCHEN  IN  BADEN  WURT- 
TEMBERG  E.V.:  IKV,  c/o  AOK  Karlsruhe, 
Kriegstr.  41,  D-76133,  Karlsruhe 
Phone/FAX:  +49-721-62-3382. 

LEBENSBERATUNG  FUR  TRANSEX- 
UELLE  MENSCHEN  IM  SAARLAND: 

c/o  Dr.  Waltraud  Schiffels,  Schlossstr  6,  D- 
66117,  Saarbruecken.  Phone:  +49-0681- 
583912 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  FUR  TRANSSEX- 
UELLE  MENSCHEN  IN  TUBINGEN: 
DAGMAR  KALTENMARK,  c/o 

Sozialforum,  Tubingen  e.V.,  Paulinenstr.  25, 
D-72072,  Tubingen . Phone: +49-7472- 
6048.Email:  100722.3070@compuserve.com. 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE:  Monika  Lusche, 
Muehlstr.  26,  74399  Waldheim.  Phone:  +49- 
7143-33502.  Astrid  Votz,  Forstr.  10,  71111 
Waldenbach.  Phone:  07157/8222.  Email: 
10722.3070@compuserve.com  or 
101 57.1 1 1 6@compuserve.com. 

SONTAGSCLUB  E.V.:  Rhinover  Strasse  8, 
D- 10437,  Berlin.  Phone:  +49-30-208-2035 
(Friday  6-8  CET)  . Email:  kasimir@inf.fu- 
berlin.de. 

INTERESSENGEMEINSCHAFT  TRANS- 
SEXUELLE  GRUPPE  IN  DER  SEKIS: 

Albrecht-Achilles-Str.  65,  10709  Berlin 
Phone:  030/8926602. 

TRANSIDENTITAS:  Postfach  10  10  46, 
63010,  Offenbach.  Phone:  +49-69-800-1008. 


TRANSSEXU  ELLEN- ARBEITSKREIS: 

c/o  HUCH,  Westring  278,  D-24116,  Kiel. 
Phone:  +49-431-17090.  FAX:  431-17099. 

TSH  ESSEN:  c/o  Claudia  Peppen  horst, 
Caesarstr.  34,  D-45130,  Essen.  Phone:  +49- 
201-786899. 

TSH  MUNSTER:  c/o  MIKS,  Herwarthstr 
2,  48143  Muenster.  Phone:  +49-251/511263, 
Claudia  Scholz. 

TS  GRUPPE  HAMBURG:  Christian  Susan 
Black,  Nubeblerkamp  13a,  22175  Hamburg. 
Phone:  040-754-4323. 

TVV:  PO  Box  1148,  D-65780,  Hattersheim. 

TS— VIVA  TS  SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE 
MUNCHEN  e.V.:  Obere  Muhlstr.  22,  D- 
81247,  Munchen.  Phone:  089-89-16  19  65  6- 
6:30  pm  CET.  Please  speak  German. 

TS— SELBSTHILFE  BIELEFELD:  C/O 

Praxis  fuer  Beratung  und  Psychotherapie, 
Herm  Detlef  Kunert,  Karl-Eilers-Str.  1, 
33602  Bielefeld.  Phone:  0521/63623. 

TS— SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  BONN:  c/o 

SEKIS  Bonn,  Lotharstr.  95,  53115  Bonn. 
Phone:  0228/221754. 

SHG  DUESSELDORF:  c/o  Stefanie 
Sander,  Pleistr.  1,  B-4731  Eynatten/Belgian. 
Phone/FAX:  0032/87852833. 

TS— GRUPPE:  c/o  AIDS-Hilfe 
Thueringen,  Postfach  50,  99001  Erfurt. 
Phone:  0361/7312233. 

TS— ANGEHOERIGENGRUPPE  AWO- 
BERATUNGSZENTRUM:  Luetzow-Str.  32, 
450101  Essen.  Phone:  0201/312051, 
0201/312052. 

TS— SELBSTHILFE  GOETTINGEN,  TS 
IN  PRAXIS  DR.  WIEDEKING:  Buehlstr. 
28a,  37037  Goettingen.  Phone:  0551/46755. 

SHG-HEIDELBERG:  Andreas  Kress, 
Postfach  103766,  69029  Heiderlberg. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.V.  SHG  KOBLENZ: 

c/o  Joana,  phone:  0261  / 45040. 

TRANSEXUELLENGRUPPE  KOELN:  c/o 

Karin,  phone:  02196/1739. 

PRO  FAMILIA  SACHSEN:  c/o  Prof.  Dr.  L 
Aresin,  04315  Leipzig.  Phone:  0341/61530. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.V.  SHG:  c/o 

Christoph,  phone:  0391/5614616. 

SHG  MANHEIM:  Andreas  Tremmel, 
Postfach  1242,  67370  Dudenhofen. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.  V.:  WUF-ZEN- 
TRUM,  Niggelweg  2,  97082  Wuerzberg, 
jeden4. 

AUSTRIA 

TRANSX-VEREIN  TRANSGENDER:  PO 

Box  331,  A-1171,  Wien. 

BELGIUM 

FRANJEPOOT:  Postbox  53,  B-2100  Deume  1. 

GENDERSTICHTING  (BELGIUM  GEN- 
DER FOUNDATION):  Pluimstraat  48,  B- 
8500,  Kortrijk.  Phone:  +32-56-21-9541  (M-F 
9-11:30  am,  1-4:30  pm,  M & W to  8 pm)  . 

TS— VERVLIET  JESSICA:  Ravalsvarg 
Sdraad  #372100,  Daurna,  Belgium. 

Support. 

DENMARK 

FPE-NE  DENMARK:  Postboks  361,  DK- 
1504  Copenhagen  V.  Email:  FPE- 
NE.  DK@dk-online.dk.  Web: 
http://www2.dk.online/users.fpe-ne.dk. 
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TRANSVISION:  PO  Box  280,  DK-1502, 
Copenhagen  V. 

TRANSPAL:  c/o  Jen  Christiansen, 
Ostergade  20  E,  DK  9870  Sindai  Phone/fax: 
+011  45  98935253.  Social. 

CD/TS/TG— TRANSVESTIFORENIGEN 
I DANMARK:  TID,  Postbox  9071, 1309 
Kobenhavn  K.  Contacts:  Solveig,  chair- 
woman, +45  44999920,  Fax  +45  44959573. 
Fyn  Mirell,  +45  64801810,  phone  & fax. 
Jylland  Cille,  +45  97742299,  phone  & fax. 
Email:  hd@danbbs.dk.  Web: 
http://www.danbbs.dk/~hd.  The  club  is 
open  to  other  "Ts"  also  but,  the  main  focus 
is  on  crossdressing. 

ITALY 

ALL— ARCITRANS  NAZIONALE:  Via 

Torricelli,  19 — 20136  Milano.  Tel:  +39-2-894- 
01749  (Wednesdays  8-llpm) , e-mail:  arci- 
trans@iol.it.  Contact:  Mirella  Izzo.  T-civil 
rights  group. 

NORWAY 

FPE-NE  NORWAY:  Box  1968,  Vika,  N-0125 
Oslo. 

EUROFANTASIA:  Box  442,  N-4301 
Sandnes.  Phone  & FAX:  +47-51-66-24-22. 
Email:  jennys@transgender.org. 

SWEDEN 

TS— BENJAMIN:  PO  Box  9083,  S 102  71, 
Stockholm.  Phone:  +46-40-611-9923,  Tues. 
7-9  pm  CET. 


FPE-S  SWEDEN:  Box  49029,  S-400  64 
Gothenburg.  Phone:  +46-8-34-1316. 

PHI  PI  EPSILON  SVERIGE:  Box  529,  S- 
101  30  Stockholm.  Phone:  08-604-13-93. 
Web:  www.fpes.org. 

FINLAND 

DREAMWEAR  CLUB:  Box  159,  FIN-80101 
Joensuu.  E-mail:  dreamwear@seta.fi 
Web:  www.sgic.fi/~kjl/ dreamwear.html 

TRANS  SUPPORT  CENTER  (mail  and 
office)  Hietalahdenkatu  2 B 16,  FIN- 
00180  Helsinki  Phone:  +358-9-612  3243 
Fax:  +358-9-612  3266 
Email:  trans.tuki@seta.fi 
Web:  www. sgic.fi/~jase/ttp. 

Open  during  the  day  and  most  evenings, 
all  transgendered  welcome.  Open  house 
coffee  evening  every  Thursday  from  7pm 
until  9 pm. 

SETA:  c/o  Trans  Center,  Box  135,  FIN- 
00251  Helsinki.  Phone:  +358-0-2411-135. 
Email:  ekt@seta.fi. 

TS — TRASEK  RY.  Hietalahdenkatu  2 B 16 
00180  Helsinki.  Email:  trasek@hotmail.com. 

NETHERLANDS 

TS— AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  (038)  269845. 
(Huent  English,  Dutch.) 

TS— WERKGROEP  TRANSSEKSU- 
ALITEIT  GRONINGEN:  EENDRACHT- 
SKADE  NZ  19,  9718  BB  GRONINGEN, 

+31 -(50)  527-35-89.  Contact  H.H.  VISSCH- 
ER,  E-MAIL:  francina@worldaccess.nl. 

HOMODOK  LESBISCH  ARCHIEF  AMS- 
TERDAM, Nieuwpoortkade  2a,  1055  rx 
Amsterdam,  Tele:  020-60-60-712,  FAX:  020- 
60-60-713,  E-mail:  info@homodok-laa.nl, 
Web:  www.homodok-laa.nl 

GENDERTEAM  AMSTERDAM:  Prof.  Dr. 
L.J.G.  Gooren,  Dept. 
Endocrynology/Andrology,  Free 
University  Hospital,  PO  Box  7057, 1007 
MB,  Amsterdam.  Phne:  +31-020-444-0542 
ext.  199.  FAX:  444-0502. 


FTM — HET  JONGENSUUR:  Binnenkadijk 
178, 1018  ZH  Amsterdam.  Phone:  +31  020- 
6221710. 

TV/TS — LANDELIJKE  KONTAKT- 
GROEP  TRAVESTIE  EN  TRANSSEKSU- 
ALITEIT:  LKG  T&T,  Postbus  11575, 1001 
GN  Amsterdam.  Phone:  +31  10  -453-18-93. 
Email:  RosaIind@xs4all.nl. 

NEDERLANDSE  VERENIGING 
HUMAN  ITAS:  PO  Box  71,  NL-1000  AB 
Amsterdam.  Phone:  +31  020-5231100.  MTF, 
FTM  self  help  groups. 

FTM — MANNENGROEP:  c/o  Humanitas, 
PO  Box  71,  NL-1000  AB  Amsterdam. 

Phone:  +31  020-5231100.  FTM  support 
group. 

MTF/SO— WERKGROEP  FACET:  Rode 
Kruislaan  61,  NL — 5628  GB  Eindhoven. 
Phone:  +31-40-241-5475. 

TURKEY 

LAMBDA  ISTANBUL,  PK  103  Goztepe, 
Istanbul.  Fax  90.212.224.3792. 

TV/TS— SEXUAL  LIBERTIES:  Use  the 
above  mailing  instructions  for 
Travesty /Transsexualle,  c/o  Iskendar 
Savasir.  Educational  outreach  for  all 
Islamic  countries. 

PAKISTAN 

KHUSRA  OF  PAKISTAN:  c/o  Muhamid 
Aslam  Khusra,  PF-34  Abbotabad  Hockey 
Stadium,  Abbotabad.  Phone:  +92-5921-6158 
(leave  message)  or  5921-2858. 

BANGLADESH 

YOUTH  APPROACH:  3,  Purana  Paltan, 
Dhaka-1000,  Bangladesh.  Phone:  88-02- 
7555321.  Email:  yadc@bangla.net. 

CZECH  REPUBLIC 

CZECH  TRANSFORUM,  prague,  e-mail: 
oskar98@writeme.com  Web:  www.for- 
tunecity.com/village  / ne  wcomp  ton  / 153 
Supporting  organization  for  Czech  and 
possibly  Slovak  transsexuals,  first  in  the 
Czech  Republic.  Just  starting  to  work. 

POLAND 

THE  ASSOCIATION  FOR 
PROTECTING  AND  HELPING  THE 
TRANSGENDERED  PEOPLE  "DES- 
TINY". Its  headquarters  is  located  at  the 
following  address:  ul.  Kombatantow 
5G/1,  80-464  Gdansk,  Poland.  Phone  num- 
ber: 48  (58)  346-52-54.  "Destiny"  is  a TS 
support  group  with  heterosexual  members, 
too.  The  main  goal  of  the  Association  is  to 
offer  the  help  and  support  to  people  who 
are  stigmatized  with  the  Gender 
Dysphoria. 

RUSSIA 

TV/TS— ICE  AND  FIRE  MOSCOW: 

Margaret  Mankevitch,  c/o  Masha  Oleheva, 
95-1-36  Vernadsky  Ave.,  117526,  Moscow. 
Write  Directly  to  Margaret  Mankevich. 

DO  NOT  PUT  GROUP  NAME  OR  TITLE 
ON  ENVELOPE. 

TV/SO— FPE  LATVIA:  Elga  Remes, 
Jurmala,  15,  PO  Box  17  LATVIA  LV  2015. 

TV/TS/GLBT/CD— CORN-FLOWERS, 

The  Russian  Society  at  the  Volga  River's 
Area:  c/o  Yuri  Kumykov,  PO  Box  10, 
Saratov  RUSSIA.  Social  group. 

AUSTRALIA 
NEW  SOUTH  WALES 

FTM— BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box 

1349,  Strawberry  Hills,  2012.  Tel:+61-02- 
319-2034. 


THE  GENDER  CENTRE  INC.:  PO  Box 

266,  Petersham,  NSW  2049.  Telephone:+61- 
02-9569-2366.  Email: 
gender@rainbow.net.au.  Support  group, 
counseling,  referrals,  accommodations, 

HIV  information/materials. 

CD— LES  GIRLS:  PO  Box  504,  Burnwood, 
2134. 

SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  NSW:  PO  Box  168, 
Westgate,  NSW  2048.  Telephone:  +61-02- 
9716-9439  (Thurs.  eve.) . Email: 
seahorse@cia.com.au 

SEX  WORKERS  OUTREACH  TRANS- 
GENDER SUPPORT  PROJECT:  SWOP, 

PO  Box  1453,  Darlinghurst  2010.  Phone: 
+61-02-212-2600;  FAX : 212-3978. 

TRANSGENDER  LIBERATION  COALI- 
TION: TLC,  PO  Box  208,  Kings  Cross, 

2011.  Phone:  +61-02-358-5664. 

QUEENSLAND 

IS— MARY  RUSSELL:  PO  Box  3371,  Logan 
Hyperdrome,  Loganholme,  4129. 

AUS.  TRANSGENDERIST  SUPPORT 
ASSOC.  INC.:  ATSAQ,  PO  Box  212,  New 
Farm,  4005,  Phone:  +61-07-846-3787  (24- 
hour  helpline) , 236-2400,  FAX  236-2398. 

FTM— BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box  212, 
West  End,  4005,  Phone:  07-846-3787. 

GENDER  CLINIC:  484  Adelaide  Street, 
Brisbane,  4000.  Phone:  +61-07-839-8262. 

AUSTRALIAN  TRANSGENDER  SUP- 
PORT ASSOC.:  PO  Box  212,  New  Farm, 
Brisbane,  QLD  4005.  Phone:  +61  03-846- 
3787.  Fax:  +61  03-254-2680.  Support  group, 
professional  services  and  referrals,  24-hour 
help  line. 

SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  OF  QUEENS- 
LAND: PO  Box  574,  Annerley  Brisbane, 
4103.  Phone:  61-7  38922124. 

SELF  HEALTH  FOR  QUEENSLAND 
WORKERS  IN  THE  SEX  INDUSTRY: 
SQWISI,  PO  Box  689,  West  End  4101. 
Phone:  +61-07-844-4565.  FAX:  844-8840. 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA 

CARROUSEL  CLUB  INC:  a non-profit 
group  that  provides  a social  outlet  and 
support  for  crossdressers  and  transsexuals 
of  ail  ages  and  nationalities.  PO.  Box  721, 
Marleston  SA  5033,  Australia.  Phone 
Michelle  61  8 8281  6190  or  Carol  61  8 8289 
2409 

TRANSGENDER  INFORMATION 
SERVICE  OF  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA: 

Contact:  Lana  Barlow,  8 Mawson  Rd, 
Meadows,  South  Australia,  5201 

CHAMELEONS  GROUP:  PO  Box  907, 
Kent  Town,  5071.  Phone:  +61-08-362-1611. 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA  TRANSSEXUAL 
SUPPORT:  Phone:  +61-08-362-3223, 
Gayline;  362-1611,  Jenny. 

TASMANIA 

TS— TASMANIAN  TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT  GROUP— PO  Box  2150,  Hobart, 
Tasmania  7001,  Australia. 

VICTORIA 

CHAMELEON  SOCIETY  OF  VICTORIA 
INC.:  PO  Box  500,  Williamstown,  Victoria 
3016.  Phone:  61-3-93159172.  Email: 
lynne@melbpc.org.au. 

FTM  TS— BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box 

328,  Northcote,  3070. 

GENDER  DYSPHORIA  CLINIC  AT  THE 
MONASH  MEDICAL  CENTRE:  Clayton 


Campus,  246  Clayton  Road,  Clayton  3168. 
Phone:  +61-03-955-1437,  ask  for  Dawn. 

SEAHORSE  CLUB  of  VICTORIA,  INC.: 

GPO  Box  2337V,  Melbourne,  Victoria  3001. 
Phone:  +61  359-711-684.  Support  group. 

TRANSGENDER  LIBERATION  AND 
CARE:  TLC,  PO  Box  1674,  South  Preston, 
3071.  Phone:  +61-394-811-506,  ask  for 
Sharon.  Email:  gayle@melbpc.org.au. 

WEST  AUSTRALIA 

CHAMELEON  SOCIETY:  PO  Box  367, 
Victoria  Park,  6163.  Phone:  +61-01-577- 
1753. 

GENDER  COUNCIL  OF  AUSTRALIA 
(W.A.)  INC.:  PO  Box  58,  Victoria  Park, 
6110.  Phone:  +61-09-362-5447. 

WATS  SUPPORT  UNITY  AND  PRIDE: 
WATSUP,  PO  Box  771,  Doubleview,  6018. 

NEW  ZEALAND 

IS— INTERSEX  SOCIETY  OF  NEW 
ZEALAND:  PO  Box  9196,  Wellington. 
Phone:  +6  4 4727386,  FAX:  +6  4 4727387. 

ALL— AGENDER  NEW  ZEALAND,  PO 

Box  27-560,  Wellington.  Phone:  +64  025 
5750914.  New  Zealand  Support  Group  for 
all  transgendered  people. 

NEW  ZEALAND  GENDER  DYSPHORIA 
FOUNDATION:  NZGDF,  PO  Box  2827, 
Auckland. 

TOPS:  PO  Box  68-509,  Newton,  Auckland. 
Phone:  +64  9 3666  106.  Fax:  (09)  3666  106- 
8462  549.  Support  group  and  trans  friendly 
medical  clinic. 

O.N.T.O.P.  WELLINGTON:  Ongoing 
Network  Transgendered  Outreach 
Project.  P.O.  Box  11-412,  Manners  Street, 
Wellington,  NZ  Email:  ontopnz@paci- 
ficwest.com 

Web:  http://welcome.to/ontopnz 
A project  of  the  "New  Zealand 
Prostitutes  Collective",  provides  support 
and  information  to  the  transgender  sex 
industry  workers  community  as  well  as 
referrals  to  other  support  networks. 

JAPAN 

ELIZABETH  CLUB:  5-32-18  Kameido, 
Koto-ku,  Tokyo  136.  Phone:  +81-3-3683- 
6092. 

ELIZABETH  NAGOYA  SHOP:  1-13-15 
Noritake  Nakamura-Ku,  Nagoya-shi  453. 

FTM  NIPPON:  c/o  Adachi-Ku,  Adachi- 
Nishi-post  office,  Tokyo  123.  Email:  ftm- 
japan@mxm.meshnet.or.jp.  Support  group 
and  professional  services.  Newsletter  is  in 
Japanese  only.  Correspondence  in  English 
is  acceptable. 

ASIAN  TS  CLUB:  c/o  FTM  Nippon, 
Adachi-ku,  Adachi-Nishi  Post  Office, 

Tokyo  123.  Asian  international  TG 

TAIWAN 

FEMININE  BOY'S  CONCERN  ASSOCI- 
ATION: Contact:  Peter  Tehua  Kao,  2F,  #29, 
Lane  97,  Chien-kuo  Road  Hsin-tein,  Taipei, 
Taiwan,  Tel:  +886-2-29112414.  E-mail: 
peterkao  @ tpts5. seed.net. tw 
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tudent 


Ms.  Dana  Rivers,  seen  here  during  the  IFGE  Convention  last  March,  lost  her 
teaching  job  despite  numerous  awards  and  overwhelming  support  from  students. 


I started  hormone  therapy  in  the 
summer  of  1996  and  grad  school 
that  September.  In  the  summer  of 
1998  I had  a rhinoplasty  and  tracheal 
shave  and  was  passing  well  in  public. 
Transitioning  at  Pennsylvania's 
Beaver  College,  a one-time  all- 
women's school,  now  co-ed,  resplen- 
dent with  its  19th  century  castle,  was 
a lark.  Seventy-five  percent  of  the  stu- 
dents are  over  thirty  and  female. 
When  a woman  noticed  the  changes 
in  me,  it  was  no  big  deal.  No  one 
cared.  Not  really.  At  the  graduate 
level,  people  are  too  absorbed  by  their 
own  academic  lives  to  judge  their 
peers  too  deeply. 

The  high  school  level  was  a whole 
different  story.  The  last  thing  I did  in 
grad  school,  and  the  most  enlighten- 
ing, was  a practicum  at  a southeastern 
Pennsylvania  suburban  high  school.  I 
thought  it  was  going  to  be  a lark  too. 
I'd  been  on  hormones  for  two-and-a- 
half  years,  but  all  my  school  records 
were  as  Steve,  not  Steffie.  At  that 
point  all  my  family  and  friends  knew 
l was  transitioning,  but  I didn't  see  a 
way  to  make  the  big  switcheroo 
teaching.  I figured  the  time  would 
come.  I would  have  to  do  the 
practicum  as  Steve,  and  hopefully  in 
the  future  transition  to  Stefani.  I did 
not  think  further  ahead  than  that. 

The  first  line  in  my  student  jour- 
nal, 1/15/99  reads  "Today  I was 
scheduled  to  meet  with  my  coordinat- 


ing teacher,  John  L.,  but  school  was 
canceled  due  to  snow."  Instead,  we 
spoke  on  the  phone.  At  the  high 
school,  they  follow  the  old  paradigm 
of  homogeneous  classroom  group- 
ings. The  students  are  tracked  and 
placed  in  a section  labeled  either  B 
track,  A track.  Honors,  or  Gifted  (I.Q. 
over  135).  John  described  the  classes 
I'd  be  teaching: 

1ST  PERIOD:  Shakespeare  with 
the  gifted,  twelve  10th  and  11th 
graders,  15  and  16-year-old  geniuses, 
finishing  The  Tempest. 

2ND  & 4TH  PERIODS:  Homer's 
Odyssey  with  two  classes  of  low-track 
9th-graders.  John  described  his  9B's 
as  "very  needy." 

3RD  PERIOD:  British  Literature 
survey  course.  I would  be  responsible 
for  twelfth-grade  A-track  students  for 
the  Metaphysical  and  Romantic  Poets. 

5TH  PERIOD:  9th-grade  Honor 
students,  also  ready  to  begin  the 
Odyssey. 

In  a week's  time  I had  taken  over 
all  five  of  John's  classes.  By  the  second 
week  I had  amazed  myself  by  memo- 
rizing all  one  hundred  students' 
names.  By  the  third  week  I was  way 
in  over  my  head,  spending  every 
night  till  1 a.m.  creating  PowerPoint 
productions  and  writing  worksheets 
for  four  completely  different  sets  of 
preps:  the  Odyssey  for  the  boyz  in  the 
hood,  the  Odyssey  for  college  bound 
kids,  Shakespeare  for  geniuses,  and 


Teacher  in 
Transition 

by  Stefani  Moore 

those  wacky  Metaphysical  poets  to  an 
extremely  normal  class  of  seniors. 

Before  sharing  the  pain  of  being 
outed  by  my  9B's,  I want  to  say  some- 
thing positive  about  my  teaching 
experience.  Don't  leave  this  article 
thinking  teaching  is  Scream  IV, 
because  it's  not.  Ninety-five  percent 
of  my  student  teaching  experience 
was  a joy,  so  I want  to  start  with  my 
12A's.  This  class  was  made  up  of  the 
Homecoming  Queen,  the  Prom 
Queen,  the  first  baseman  on  the  base- 
ball team,  the  basketball  star,  the  track 
star,  the  repeating  Tony  Barbarino  in 
the  back  row,  and  row  upon  row  of 
silent,  fidgety,  very  conscientious 
kids.  I loved  every  one  of  my  12A's.  I 
got  to  know  them  each  by  planning 
my  classes  so  I didn't  just  lecture.  I 
scheduled  activities  that  enabled  me 
to  work  with  them  one  on  one — not 
because  I felt  it  was  my  job,  but 
because  I really  wanted  to  get  to 
know  these  kids.  I felt  I had  to  do  this 
if  I was  really  going  to  be  able  to  get  at 
their  strengths  and  weaknesses. 
Individually,  each  student  was  enor- 
mously more  interesting  and  more 
complicated,  than  any  grad  school 
textbook. 

I introduced  my  seniors  to  the 
17th  Century  English  Metaphysical 
Poets  by  playing  Metallica's  "For 
Whom  The  Bells  Toll."  The  song  starts 
out  with  a very  eerie,  very  heavy 
metal,  wailing  death  knell.  The  ears  of 
every  kid  in  the  class  perked  up.  Even 
the  tech  kids  in  the  back  row  stopped 
talking  to  listen.  "Metallica,"  cooed 
Mike  B.  "They  rock!"  (A  week  later 
Mike  would  be  showing  me  the  lyrics 
he'd  written  to  songs  for  his  band.) 

When  the  bell  toll  ended  and  the 
song  went  into  screaming  mode,  I 
shut  off  the  CD  player,  and  asked  the 
class,  if  anyone  knew  where  the  title 
"For  Whom  the  Bells  Toll"  came 
from?  Becky,  said,  "Wasn't  that  an 
Ernest  Hemingway  novel?" 
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"That's  right.  Does  anyone  know 
what  the  Hemingway  story  is  about?" 

Mike  suddenly  seemed  eager  to 
take  part  in  class,  "Isn't  it  about  some 
soldier  dudes,  who  all  fight  and  die, 
or  something  like  that?" 

So  went  the  lesson,  leading  down 
to  John  Donne's  Meditation  #17,  and 
hopefully  some  appreciation  and 
understanding  of  the  line,  "The  bells 
toll  for  thee." 

So  went  the  entire  year  with  my 
seniors.  They  were  the  bright  spot  in 
my  day.  So  were  the  Gifties,  and  the  9 
Honors,  wonderful  students,  none  of 
whom  ever  said  a word  about  the 
rumors  about  me  that  were  soon  to 
spread  like  a brush  fire  through  the 
halls. 

The  9B's.  Whew!  What  a struggle. 
Teaching  ghetto  kids  the  Odyssey  was 
itself  an  odyssey  of  epic  proportions. 
Try  reading  the  Lattimore  translation 
out  loud  (because  they  will  not  read  it 
at  home),  with  Anthony  asleep. 
Heather  and  Andrea  chatting  about 
boys,  Shane  staring  into  space  singing 
a rap  song,  and  the  manic/ depressive 
Dustin  throwing  spitballs  at  the  ever- 
explosive  Barb.  Most  of  these  kids 
were  from  a rough  neighborhood  and 
were  quite  vocal  about  the  fact  grades 
did  not  matter  to  them.  When  Tim  did 
a test,  he  wrote  in  humorous  answers 
just  to  amuse  himself.  "Why  try?  I 
ain't  got  no  parents.  Yo,  I ain't  goin'  ta 
college."  The  thing  is,  a lot  of  the  9B's 
like  Tim  were  extremely  bright.  They 
weren't  stupid — just  lazy.  As  9B's, 
very  little  was  expected  of  them,  and 
they  knew  it,  and  liked  it  that  way. 

One  of  my  4th-period  students. 
Bill,  who  was  back  for  his  second  try 
at  9th  grade,  said,  "I  don't  need 
school.  I got  a great  job  at 
McDonalds." 

The  comment  so  riled  me  that  I 
jumped  off  Odysseus'  prow  and 
asked  Bill  how  much  money  he  made. 
That  caught  the  classes'  attention. 
Even  John  L.  looked  up  from  the  back 
of  the  room. 

Bill  puffed  out  his  chest.  "I  make 
$5  an  hour.  I'm  making  big  money." 

"Okay,  let's  do  a little  math  in 
English  class,"  I said.  "Someone  get 
out  a calculator."  Justin  pulled  one 
from  his  knapsack.  "How  many  hours 
do  you  work.  Bill?  Let's  see  how 
much  you  make  a year.  Does  anyone 
know  the  average  cost  of  rent  these 
days?  How  much  do  you  think  you 


eat  in  food  a month?  Bill,  what  kind  of 
a car  do  you  want  to  drive?  What's  an 
average  car  payment?  How  much  do 
you  think  it  costs  to  go  college?  What 
would  the  loan  payment  be?  What  do 
you  think  the  typical  M.B.A.  makes?" 

So  the  lesson  went.  In  the  end, 
after  we'd  convinced  Shane  the 
M.B.A.  was  not  to  be  confused  with 
the  N.B.A.,  I circled  three  numbers  on 
the  blackboard:  Bill's  annual  salary  of 
$9000,  the  average  annual  bills  Bill 
could  expect — $20,000 — and  the 
salary  we'd  determined  a starting 
M.B.A.  could  make,  $35,000. 

"It's  simple  math,"  I told  them. 
"You  can  spend  your  life  flipping 
burgers  with  Bill,  with  too  many  bills 
to  pay,  or  you  put  yourself  through 
college,  and  live  the  good  life.  That's 
the  value  of  an  education." 

For  once,  I had  all  of  their  atten- 
tion. It  wore  off  after  about  a day. 

I used  the  same  tactics  with  my 
9B's  that  I used  with  my  12A's.  I 
thought  by  working  with  each  stu- 
dent individually  I could  build  a sup- 
port base  that  would  convert  to 
respect  in  the  classroom.  It  worked, 
partially.  I found  that  winning  over 
certain  key  leaders  like  a large  foot- 
ball player  named  Andy  converted 
into  powerful  support  during  any  tur- 
moil in  the  class.  Andy  could  silence  a 
wisecracker  more  quickly  than  I 
could. 

I thought  things  were  going  well. 
Anthony  was  awake  and  the  class 
drug  dealer,  Tim,  was  actually  turning 
in  his  own  assignments.  Then  a 
month  into  my  practicum,  as  I opened 
second  period,  the  tiniest  boy  in  the 
class,  a 14-year-old  named  Jimmy 
Stewart  (ironically,  he'd  never  even 
heard  of  the  actor),  shot  at  me  from 
the  back  row:  "Hey,  are  you  a fag?  We 
hear  you  go  dressed  in  women's 
clothes." 

I was  speechless.  I wanted  to 
crawl  behind  my  desk  and  hide.  And 
it  probably  showed.  I remember  look- 
ing at  the  faces  in  the  room:  Wendy 
Rodriquez,  Brenda  Paige,  Jarett 
Goldman,  the  special  ed  kid,  Keith. 
They  all  stared  back  at  me,  searching 
my  eyes  for  the  truth.  That  fast,  they 
all  knew.  And  that  fast,  I could  see  the 
disgust. 

When  I found  my  voice,  I smiled 
and  tried  to  turn  it  into  a joke.  "Why, 
Jimmy?  Are  you  looking  for  a prom 
date?  Would  you  like  me  to  go  with 


you?  Do  you  have  something  to  tell 
the  class?  Are  you  gay?" 

Jimmy  reddened  deeper  than  the 
sunset  in  the  movie  "Duel  in  the  Sun." 
By  successfully  throwing  the  laugh 
back  at  him,  I deflected  the  issue  from 
myself.  My  personal  life  was  the  last 
thing  I wanted  to  bring  into  the  class- 
room. Doing  that  very  thing  is  what 
got  Dana  Rivers  terminated.  Maybe  I 
could  deal  with  it  on  a one-to-one 
level  with  a student  outside  of  school, 
but  never  in  school,  and  never  to  an 
entire  class. 

To  a teenager,  being  called  gay  or 
a fag  is  possibly  the  worst  insult. 
Teenagers  are  at  a stage  of  develop- 
ment in  which  they're  trying  to  break 
away  from  family  and  fit  into  a peer 
group.  At  that  age  they  want  to  avoid 
minority  labels;  they're  trying  to 
blend  in  with  the  crowd,  not  out  to 
champion  individual  rights.  So  the 
worst  thing  is  to  stand  out,  to  be  dif- 
ferent, is  to  be  gay,  to  be  a crossdress- 
er. It  would  irritate  me  to  no  end  to 
hear  one  student,  sneer  at  another, 
"You  homo."  I wanted  to  say  some- 
thing, and  sometimes  did,  but  one 
had  to  be  careful.  It  irked  me  to  worry 
about  being  labeled  myself. 

Ultimately,  it  didn't  matter.  As 
quick  as  you  could  pin  the  tail  on  a 
donkey,  I was  labeled  a fag  and  a 
freak  throughout  the  entire  school. 
The  next  day  I boiled  as  I worked  at 
my  desk,  listening  to  Jimmy  Stewart 
out  in  the  hall,  telling  a group  of  stu- 
dents, "Yeah,  Moore's  a fag.  I heard 
last  weekend  Jeff  saw  him  coming  out 
of  his  house  in  a pink  dress."  Pink 
dress?  I didn't  even  own  a pink  dress! 
It  had  been  a black  dress. 

Jimmy  sauntered  into  the  room 
with  a smirk  on  his  face.  "Hey  Moore, 
Bosco  says  you've  got  a Black 
boyfriend.  What's  the  deal-e-o?"  This 
did  not  go  over  well  with  the  right- 
wing  skinhead  schism  among  the  9B's 
(one  of  whom  did  his  book  report  on 
that  swell  guy,  KKK  High  Clansman 
David  Duke).  Within  a week  I would 
feel  the  hairs  crawling  on  the  back  of 
my  neck  as  a group  of  a dozen  black 
students  kept  a safe  distance  behind 
me  after  a fire  drill — giggling  and 
laughing.  I could  not  help  but  over- 
hear: "With  that  long  hair?  Are  you 
kidding?  Of  course!" 

I was  devastated.  Suddenly  it 
became  a great  chore  to  stay  up  till  2 
a.m.  writing  lesson  plans  or  grading 
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papers.  1 wanted  to  quit.  I wanted  to 
cry,  and  did. 

The  next  couple  of  weeks  were 
rough.  Students  in  2nd  and  4th  period 
tried  approaching  me  and  asking  per- 
sonal questions.  It's  hard  to  say 
whether  it  was  because  they  wanted 
to  know  the  truth  or  to  put  me  off  bal- 
ance. At  such  times  I felt  like  a fencing 
master  avoiding  their  thrusts.  To  have 
admitted  the  truth  would  have  been 
professional  suicide. 

Amazingly,  my  seniors  and 
Honors  students  never  took  part  in 
the  witch  hunt.  1 didn't  know  whether 
they'd  heard  the  rumors,  dismissed 
them,  believed  them,  or  just  didn't 
care.  I could  sense  some  who  had  been 
friendly  stiffening  when  I worked 
with  them  one-on-one,  but  that's  as 
bad  as  it  got.  Intuition  told  me  they 
knew  but  respected  me  enough  not  to 
bring  up  the  subject.  My  Gifted  stu- 
dents were  the  only  ones  I could  tell 
really  didn't  care.  Like  my  fellow 
graduate  students,  the  Gifted  kids 
were  too  smart  to  talk  about  my  petty 
problems — at  least,  not  to  my  face. 

While  I was  going  through  all 
this,  I continued  hormones.  While  I 
wasn't  flaunting  my  gender,  at  the 
same  time  I was  already  out  to  family 
and  friends.  Neighbors  knew.  People 
three  houses  down  were  phoning  me 
at  Halloween  wanting  to  know  if  they 
could  borrow  a wig.  I'd  been  made 
and  really  didn't  care.  Ultimately,  it's 
what  I wanted.  No  one  was  picketing 
my  house  over  it.  Not  yet,  anyway. 

Student  teaching  in  my  own 
hometown,  at  my  own  alma  mater,  an 
idea  I had  thought  brilliantly  con- 
ceived, had  turned  out  to  be  my 
undoing.  I would  come  home  from 


school  to  find  9B's  skateboarding  up 
and  down  my  driveway.  Monday 
mornings  1 would  come  in  to  school 
to  hear,  “Hey  Moore,  we  were  smok- 
ing pot  in  your  barn  over  the  week- 
end. Shame  you  weren't  home."  This 
was  getting  out  of  control.  These  kids 
were  getting  'way  too  close  for  com- 
fort. 

A sympathetic  colleague  named 
Maryann,  a woman  who  had  been  my 
teacher  when  I was  a student  fifteen 
years  previously,  told  me,  “You  never 
live  in  the  same  district.  I used  to.  It 
took  me  three  hours  just  to  go  grocery 
shopping." 

Once  the  word  was  out,  I noticed 
a subtle  difference  in  the  attitude 
expressed  by  other  teachers.  Most 
didn't  seem  to  care.  I admired  the  few 
who  continued  to  encourage  me,  but  I 
couldn't  help  but  be  hurt  by  a very 
obvious  turnabout  by  coordinating 
teacher  John  L.  I went  suddenly  from 
"doing  a great  job"  to  “I  don't  think 
you  fit  into  the  public  school  system." 
Where  once  he  told  me  he  would  rec- 
ommend me  to  join  the  staff,  his  tune 
became  “Maybe  you  should  try  the 
alternative  school  down  the  street." 
He  sweetened  his  suggestion  by 
adding,  “You're  the  best  one-on-one 
working  teacher  I've  ever  seen  in  30 
years.  You've  gotten  work  out  of  kids 
like  Tim  who  wouldn't  lift  a pencil  to 
save  his  life.  Try  the  alternative 
school."  The  message  was  clear. 
Transgendered  people  or  people  who 
might  be  homosexual  were  not  the 
sort  of  role  models  we  want  as  teach- 
ers in  our  town. 

This  unpleasantness  was  only 
five  percent  of  my  experience  as  a stu- 
dent teacher.  Unfortunately  it  left  the 


greatest  impression.  Fortunately,  I 
have  memories  like  one  of  my  12A's, 
Kate  K.,  captain  of  the  girl's  field 
hockey  team,  beaming  proudly  as  she 
finished  reading  her  short  story  to  the 
class.  There  are  many  remembrances  I 
will  cherish  forever,  like  having  Brent 
in  9 Honors  come  to  me  after  class 
and  say,  “Do  you  have  the  book?  Can 
I borrow  it  so  I can  read  the  rest  of  the 
story?"  The  majority  of  my  students 
were  an  absolute  delight,  and  I glo- 
ried in  being  able  to  share  in  their 
minor  victories. 

Whether  I will  ever  find  work  as  a 
teacher  remains  in  doubt.  I've  been  on 
several  job  interviews  with  absolutely 
no  luck.  Is  it  because  I'm  transgen- 
dered? It's  hard  to  say.  I'm  to  the  point 
I make  a fetching  woman  and  a 
wretched  looking  man.  In  the  teach- 
ing trade,  you're  like  a paid  per- 
former: appearances  count.  I long  to 
go  into  an  interview  as  Stefani,  but  I 
don't  want  to  explain  it  to  a prospec- 
tive principal. 

I'll  conclude  by  saying  I think  one 
of  the  greatest  things  I did  was  expose 
my  students,  most  of  whom  had 
probably  not  met  a transgendered 
person,  to  someone  beyond  their 
frame  of  reference,  someone  with  cre- 
ativity and  a passion  for  composition 
and  literature.  I have  no  doubt  I did 
those  one  hundred  teenagers  more 
good  than  harm,  and  I resent  the  fact 
that  gender  issues  cause  me  and  peo- 
ple like  Dana  Rivers  to  be  considered 
unfit  role  models.  In  the  meantime,  I 
do  freelance  work  to  survive,  and  I'm 
searching  in  the  private  sector  for  full- 
time work. 

▼ 
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Planned  Daily 
activities: 

Thursday  to  Saturday: 
Instructional  Classes, 


Vendor  Displays, 

& much  more! 

Planned  Night 
activities: 


Thursday  pool  party 
Friday  fashion  show  & 
buffet 

Saturday  awards 
banquet 


Sunday  morning,  J 

breakfast  brunch^  1 1 • 

And  farewells  i ■ 

Our  20Ni  Annual 


Our  Keynote 
Speakers  will  be 

Dana  Rivers  From 
California  & 

'l  Daviko  Marcel 
\ Director  of 
t Transgender 
Educations  Network 
at  JRI  Health,  Boston 
MA 


T Iff^NjY  ijQ/J  K 0 \ 

1Se¥  England 

Jarsuar}  18  - Jarsuar^  21 

Crowne  Plaza,  in  Woburn,  Massachusetts 

For  More  Information,  Visit  Our  Web  Site  At  www.tcne.org. 
E-Mail  Us  At  events@tcne.org  ! 

Or  Call  Us  Tuesday  Nights  From  7pm  To  11pm  At  1-781-891-9325 
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S&tn&yea 

Your  Body  Craves  ... 


Without  the  Hassles 

State  of  the  Art  Processing  Technology  Brings  You 
Concentrated  Extracts  of  the  Very  Best  Herbs 
Traditional  or  Store  Herbs  Do  Not  Compare 
Worldwide  Gender-Community  Satisfaction,  since  1992! 

S^inedce  with  Testosterone  Blockers 

SI  5.00  / 90  Capsule  Bottle 

'pevKCtt&t  WITH  Clandulars 

S 1 6.00  / 60  Capsule  Bottle 

the  "Mother"  Hormone 

SI  5.00  / 90  Capsule  Bottle 

Plus  S2.75  s&h  per  total  order 
i.e.,  4 bottles  Evanesce  = $62.75 

http://www.abmall.com/tss/tss.html 

or  Send  Business-size  SASE  for  more  information  „ 

li  Send  Money  Order  or  Certified  Check  only  to: 

The  Phoenix  Project 

^ 17150  E.  Miff  Avenue  #A1-201  ^ 

K3»  , gBjl 


{■ 

& 


Aurora  CO  80013 


v.-  -W'i 


fllRYtfZLES 


Private  Membership  Social  Niteclub 
for  TV’s,  TS’s,  TGrs,  MTF’s,  FTM’s 
and  all  their  admirers!!!! 

Located  in  the  Lakes  Region  of  New 
Hampshire.  Enjoy  the  lakes  and  mountains  by 
day,  and  wear  your  favorite  babydoll  & heels 
at  night  in  our  FAIRYTALE  lounge!! 

Play  pool,  enjoy  soft  music,  dancing,  movies, 
ana  an  outdoor  barbeque,  or,  just  relax  at  the 
bar  and  meet  new  friends! ! 

For  more  info  call  1-603-768-5923 


UNIVERSITY  OF 
MICHIGAN 
HEALTH  SYSTEM 

Comprehensive  Gender 
Services  Program 

• Comprehensive  care: 
for  individuals  and  families 

• Mental  health  care 

• Speech /Language  therapy 

• Primary  medical  care 
(including  hormones) 

* Plastic  and  Reconstructive  Surgery 
(including  GRS) 

State  of  the  art  health  care  in  a 
comfortable  and  respectful  atmosphere 

Phone:  734-528-0895 
E-mail:  um-cgsp@umich.edu 

Alfreda  Rooks  Jordan 
UMHS-CGSP 
4990  Clark  Road,  Suite  300 
Ypsilanti,  MI  48197 
734-528-0895  / 734-528-0986  (fax) 


Take  A Walk  On  The  Wildside 

TV  Bed  & Breakfast 
Fully  stocked  Crossdresser's  Boutique 
Home  of  the  Canadian  Crossdressers  Club 


Paddy  Aldridge  President 
Phone:416-921-6112  ' & 

Fax*  41 6-964-8824  Tom  ^loari  Vice-  President 

161  Gerrard  St.  East, 

website  www.wtldside.org  _ „ . 

3 Toronto,  Ontario, 

email  info@wildside.org  Canada  M5A2E4 
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y Poetry 


What  a Heel 

by  Mitzi  Delaun  La  Barre 


As  she  walks  along  her  way 
Passers-by  are  heard  to  say 
To  this  dear  girl,  "Have  a nice  day" 


Heels,  heels,  heels — how  wonderful  they  feels 
I put  the  darlings  on  my  feet 
And  then  go  prancing  down  the  street 
They  make  this  girl  feel  so  complete 


Click  Clickety  Click 
A merchant  at  an  antique  shop 
Washing  down  his  walk  will  stop 
And  let  her  pass  while  his  eyes  pop 


Heels,  heels,  heels — how  wonderful  they  feels 
The  symbol  of  a lady  fair 
I think  I need  another  pair 
I treat  them  all  with  loving  care 

Heels,  heels,  heels — how  wonderful  they  feels 
I can't  decide  which  ones  are  best 
I guess  I'll  go  to  Shoe  Express 
They'll  have  a pair  for  me  to  test 

Heels,  heels,  heels — how  wonderful  they  feels 

With  heights  of  three,  four  or  five 

Inches  make  me  come  alive 

Inside  and  out  my  femme  side  thrives  on 


Click  Clickety  Click 
And  from  a window  up  above 
A man  looks  on  and  falls  in  love 
And  whistles  at  my  little  dove 

Click  Clickety  Click 
Look  out  my  sweet,  a pile  of  poop 
Some  doggie  left  there  near  the  stoop 
His  owner  ought  to  use  a scoop 

Click  Clickety  Click 

She  steps  into  a clothes  boutique 

And  buys  a satin  dress  so  sleek 

And  matching  shoes,  the  look  complete 


Heels,  heels,  heels- — how  wonderful  they  feels 
Pumps  and  sandles,  oh,  so  fine 
With  five-inch  heels  they  blow  my  mind 
Can't  wait  to  wear  them  one  more  time 


Click,  Clickety,  Click 
She  strides  on  by  a store  of  books 
Into  its  window  front  she  looks 
And  picks  out  two  by  famous  cooks 


Heels,  heels,  heels — how  wonderful  they  feels 
You  all  know  this  feeling,  too 
Of  when  you  choose  a pretty  shoe 
To  make  an  outfit  really  you 


Click  Clickety  Click 
We  walked  the  Quarter  on  this  day 
And  saw  some  sights  along  the  way 
Together  now  we'll  always  stay 


Heels,  heels,  heels — how  wonderful  they  feels 
I put  them  on  and  walk  around 
My  feet  they  don't  quite  touch  the  ground 
I love  this  feeling  that  I've  found  in 
Heels,  heels,  heels. 

The  Clicker 

by  Mitzi  Delaun  La  Barre 


Click  Clickety  Click 
This  lovely  girl  I speak  about 
Is  free  today  and  that's  no  doubt 
The  closet's  open,  now  I'm  out 

Click  Clickety  Click 

You  seem  confused,  that's  plain  to  see 

So  I'll  explain:  "I'm  a CD" 

We  are  but  one,  this  girl  and  me 


Click  Click  Click  Click 

Click  Clickety  Click 

The  lady  walking  down  the  street 

Her  high  heels  make  a rhythmic  beat 

And  body  movements,  what  a treat 

Click  Clickety  Click 

In  New  Orleans'  "Vieux  Carre" 

The  sights  you  see  on  this  spring  day 
Will  make  your  heart  feel  light  and  gay 

Click  Clickety  Click 
My  pace  and  hers  are  just  the  same 
And  gentle  breezes  toss  her  mane 
Of  silken  threads  long  as  a train 

Click  Clickety  Click 


Click  Clickety  Click 


Mitzi  Delaun  La 
Barre  is  a 55-year-old 
heterosexual  crossdresser. 
She  is  a member  of 
the  Gulf  Gender 
Alliance  in  New 
Orleans.  One  of  her 
poems  was  published  in 
a previous  issue  of 
Transgender  Tapestry. 
"What  a Heel"  was  pub- 
lished in  the  newsletter 
of  Tri  Delta  Chi. 


Transgender  Tapestry  #92  • 77 


Photograph  by  Monotto  Pothy 


This  article  originally  appeared  in  The  Rose 
newsletter. 


It  seemed  as  if  had  been  forever 
since  the  last  meeting  of  my  sup- 
port group  meeting.  It  would  be 
the  last  meeting  I could  attend  with 
shaved  legs.  Summer  was  coming 
and  I have  to  let  my  hair  grow  out. 
It's  too  hot  here  in  Texas  to  mow  the 
grass  with  long  pants,  and  besides,  I 
have  obligations  to  two  kids. 

Yes,  I know,  lots  of  nontransgen- 
dered  men  don't  have  hair  on  their 
legs,  but  I'm  called  "gorilla  man"  by 
my  wife  and  kids  because  I have  hair 
everywhere.  I sure  would  look  funny 
in  shorts  and  no  shirt,  hairless  from 
the  shorts  down,  gorilla-furry  from 
the  waist  up. 

To  make  a short  story  long,  I did- 
n't get  to  go  to  the  meeting,  for  the 
weather  was  stormy  and  there  were 
tornado  warnings  in  the  area.  It  was 
soooo  depressing!  The  car  had  been 
packed  the  night  before  and  I was 
dying  to  get  out.  Fortunately,  my 
wife  told  me  I could  take  a vacation 
day  later  in  the  week  and  spend  it  in 
Dallas  dressed.  It  was  great! 

On  Friday,  April  second,  I got  up 
early  as  usual  and  "went  to  work." 
At  least,  that's  what  the  kids  thought. 
They  weren't  expecting  me  to  be 
home  at  my  usual  time  since  Daddy 
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was  going  to  race  into  Dallas  imme- 
diately from  work  to  get  some  hobby 
parts  and  do  a little  Easter  shopping. 

I checked  into  the  motel  at  9 a.m. 

I had  picked  a location  central  to  all 
the  places  I planned  to  visit.  That 
way,  if  I had  to  use  the  restroom,  I 
could  easily  loop  back  to  the  motel. 

By  11:00  I was  ready  to  go!  I wore  a 
red  and  black  dress  with  black  stock- 
ings and  pumps. 

First  off,  I go  to  Sound 
Warehouse  and  pick  out  two  CDs  as 
a present  for  my  wife.  Then  on  to 
Valley  View  mall,  where  Lane  Bryant 
is  holding  a white  see-thru  lacy  vest 
for  me. 

Flaving  never  ventured  into  a 
mall  en  femme.  I'm  not  really  sure 
what  to  expect.  I choose  to  go  to 
Foley's  first  because  I can  enter  with- 
out having  to  walk  through  a large 
mall  entrance.  I walk  around  casual- 
ly, looking  at  people  and  noticing 
they  aren't  too  observant.  Most  folks 
are  too  busy  with  their  own  agendas 
to  pay  close  attention  to  others.  I 
browse  around  for  about  half  an  hour 
before  stopping  at  their  earrings  and 
perfumes.  I talk  with  a saleswoman 
and  tell  her  I'll  be  back  to  get  some 
Jessica  McClintok  for  my  daughter 
and  her  upcoming  birthday.  I then 
decide  to  go  to  Lane  Bryant  and  pick 
up  my  vest. 

At  Lane  Bryant  a saleswoman 
asks  if  I need  any  help.  I tell  her  I pur- 
chased a blue  outfit  at  their  store  at 
Town  East  the  previous  week  and  I'm 
here  to  pick  up  the  white  vest  that 
goes  with  it.  I ask  her  if  they  have 
anything  to  fit  the  bill,  "Something 
that  comes  up  to  here  so  it'll  cover 
my  hair,"  I say,  as  I hold  my  hand  up 
to  the  top  of  the  hairline  on  my  chest. 
She  leads  me  around  the  store  hold- 
ing a few  things  up  for  me  to  look  at, 
but  none  are  really  what  I want.  I pay 
for  the  vest  they've  held  for  me  and 
head  out  again.  Onward  to  Dillard's! 


At  Dillard's  I wander  all  around, 
looking  at  this,  looking  at  that,  look- 
ing at  nothing  really  in  particular,  just 
wandering  around  again,  observing 
how  very  few  people  notice  me.  I'm 
beginning  to  wonder  if  I'll  survive 
the  day.  This  is  the  most  I've  ever 
walked  in  heels  in  one  stretch. 
Although  I feel  pretty  confident 
walking  around  in  heels,  it's  a new 
challenge  doing  it  on  glass-smooth 
marble  mall  floors.  It  definitely  takes 
extra  foot  muscles  for  the  control 
that's  needed. 

I make  one  complete  cruise 
around  the  upper  floor  of  the  mall 
and  head  back  to  Loley's,  for  my  feet 
won't  survive  a cruise  around  the 
lower  level.  I pick  up  the  Jessica 
McClintok  perfume.  The  sales- 
woman was  soooo  nice!  She  shows 
me  other  fragrances  and  loads  me  up 
with  samples  of  various  other  per- 
fumes. 

Next,  I shop  for  earrings  for 
about  45  minutes.  It's  crowded,  for 
Foley's  is  having  a 25%  off  sale  on  all 
their  earrings.  I pick  out  two  pair  for 
me  and  three  pair  for  my  wife. 
Another  saleswoman  helps  me  look 
for  a particular  style.  She  thanks  me 
for  shopping  at  Foley's  and  tells  me 
to  come  back  anytime.  I then  leave 
Valley  View  mall.  Onward  to  the 
Galleria! 

I've  decided  beforehand  that  I'm 
going  to  go  into  William-Sonoma  and 
buy  my  wife  an  electronic  four-slice 
toaster.  I park  in  the  underground; 
this  requires  entering  through 
Macy's.  Upon  entering  Macy's  via 
the  underground  parking,  one  enters 
the  men's  dept.  I casually  browse 
through  some  of  the  men's  shirts  on 
sale.  What  a contradiction,  dressed 
en  femme  and  looking  at  male 
clothes!  The  ironic  part  is  my  wife  is 
always  bitching  at  me  to  go  into  var- 
ious mens'  departments  to  pick  out 
some  male  dress  clothes.  I hate  buy- 
ing male  dress  clothes. 
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I exit  Macy's  and  enter  the 
Galleria.  It's  hustling  and  bustling 
with  people,  so  much  so  that  you'd 
think  it  was  a weekend.  I watch  the 
ice  skaters  for  a few  minutes.  The 
rink  is  crowded.  I head  off  to 
William-Sonoma,  where  I browse 
around  a bit.  A saleswoman  pleasant- 
ly inquires  whether  I need  help,  and  I 
ask  about  the  four-slice  toaster.  None 
in  stock.  I browse  a bit  more  and 
select  a cookbook  my  wife  will  surely 
enjoy.  American  Express.  The  same 
saleswoman  rings  up  my  total  and 
hands  me  a receipt  to  sign  with  no 
discernible  place  on  it  to  sign.  I ask 
where.  She  says,  "Just  sign  it  any- 
where, it's  just  to  prove  it's  you."  I 
chuckled  and  say,  "How  do  you 
know  it's  really  me?"  Then  we  both 
start  laughing. 

I browse  around  the  lower  level  a 
little  more  and  then  head  upstairs  to 
the  Turquoise  Lady.  There  are  no  cus- 
tomers in  the  shop,  just  four  women 
who  work  there.  They  read  me 
immediately.  Nonetheless,  they're 
very  nice  too.  One  asks  me  if  there's 
anything  I need  to  see,  and  I respond, 
"I  don't  see  any  of  your  earrings  with 
Indian  feathers"  (my  wife's  favorite). 
They  apologize  and  explain  they 
have  more  items  than  they  can  dis- 
play. One  of  the  saleswomen  reaches 
under  the  counter  and  brings  out  a 
display  case  full  of  feathered  ear- 
rings. I look,  but  all  I like  are  more 
than  I'm  willing  to  pay  just  now. 
Next  time  I go  I'll  get  her  a nice  pair. 

I leave  and  stroll  around  the  top 
level  just  a bit  more.  My  feet  are  near 
death.  Crippled  for  life,  I leave  the 
mall.  I'm  starved! 

My  original  plan  was  to  "do 
lunch"  at  a Red  Lobster.  I had  even 
done  my  homework  and  looked  up 
two  potential  locations.  Let's  try  the 
one  on  Spring  Valley  Road!  I whip 
out  the  old  map,  locate  it,  and  drive 
there.  Hmmmm.  6000  Spring  Valley, 
Red  Lobster  at  Highway  401.  I drive 
several  blocks  and  decide  Red 
Lobster  is  just  too  far  away.  I'll  go  to 
the  one  at  2833  LBJ.  Already  familiar 
with  the  east  side  of  LBJ,  I head  out 
onto  the  west  side. 

It  becomes  immediately  apparent 
that  you  cannot  tell  street  numbers 


while  driving  on  LBJ.  After  looping 
around  as  far  as  the  Josey  exit,  I 
decide  it's  farther  around  than  I'm 
willing  to  go,  or  else  I've  missed  it.  1 
hook  south  onto  Forest  and  eat  at  an 
Arby's.  Once  again,  no  problem. 

I stop  by  a Famous  Footwear 
shoe  store  and  try  on  shoes.  None  fit, 
for  the  store  carries  women's  sizes 
only  up  to  size  10  and  I wear  an  11 
wide.  Nonetheless,  I try  on  several 
pair  just  for  the  hell  of  it. 

Pit  stop  time.  Not  clear  on  the 
law  and  fearful  of  being  arrested,  and 
not  willing  to  take  a chance  on  this 
issue,  I head  back  to  the  motel  for 
quick  relief.  Might  as  well  freshen  up 
a bit  too.  Maybe  some  day  we'll  get 
some  official  legal  rulings  on  this 
issue  and  publish  the  findings  in  The 
Rose. 

Last  stop  en  femme:  grocery 
shopping  at  Simon  & David's.  I get  a 
cart  and  leisurely  stroll  around,  pick- 
ing up  a few  items. 

It's  5:00  now.  I'm  back  at  the 
motel.  I call  my  wife  to  let  her  know 
I'm  still  alive  and  in  one  piece. 
Osmosing  back  into  my  male  self,  I 
remove  my  makeup,  take  a quick 
shower  to  get  the  perfume  off,  pack 
the  car,  and  at  6 p.m.,  head  home. 

In  summary.  I'd  like  to  point  out 
a few  things.  First  off,  I could  hardly 
walk  all  day  Saturday.  The  balls  of 
my  feet  and  my  calf  muscles  hurt  so 
badly  that  at  times  I began  to  wonder 
if  I had  caused  permanent  damage. 
As  I sit  here  four  days  later,  writing 
this,  there's  still  a slight  pain  in  the 
balls  of  my  feet  when  1 walk. 

Next,  I would  like  to  stress  how 
much  fun  I had.  It  was  a totally 
enjoyable  day.  Not  a single  person 
said  anything  derogatory  to  me,  and 
all  the  salespeople  were  pleasant, 
friendly,  and  helpful.  And  all,  except 
the  cashiers  at  Arby's  and  Simon  & 
David's,  told  me  to  please  come  back. 
The  only  bad  thing  that  happened 
was  a girl,  age  about  14,  who  started 
giggling  while  we  were  looking  at 
earrings  side-by-side.  It  didn't  bother 
me — in  fact,  it  was  amusing.  I smiled 
at  her,  and  all  she  could  do  was  gig- 
gle more.  And  I couldn't  get  that  silly 
grin  off  my  face  because  of  her  gig- 


gling. It  was  a definite  case  of  posi- 
tive feedback  gone  astray. 

At  a Delta  Omega  meeting  Bren 
once  said  confidence  is  98%.  She's 
right.  If  you're  confident  and  don't 
project  a worried  image,  98%  of  the 
people  you  cross  paths  with  will 
never  notice  you,  even  if  you're  5'10" 
tall,  weigh  230  lbs  wearing  heels,  and 
have  hairy  hands.  Don't  worry  about 
the  2%  that  do  read  you.  They'll  just 
stare  for  a moment  and  continue  on 
their  way.  They're  too  busy  with  their 
own  agendas  to  bother  with  you. 
And  don't  worry  about  your  voice. 
Just  speak  more  softly  than  normal. 
Hell,  my  voice  is  a dead  giveaway. 
There's  no  way  it  could  ever  be  femi- 
nine sounding.  I'm  not  even  con- 
cerned about  trying  to  talk  in  a 
feminine  voice,  just  a softer  voice.  By 
using  a softer  voice  only  those  close 
to  you  will  hear  you.  You  still  won't 
fool  those  within  earshot,  but  at  least 
you  aren't  alerting  everyone  else  in 
the  store. 

Salespeople  either  don't  care 
about  crossdressers  or  they've  been 
well  trained  to  act  as  if  they  haven't 
noticed.  Either  way,  it  makes  for  a 
pleasurable  shopping  experience. 

I'd  like  to  thank  my  wife  once 
again  for  her  support.  She'll  never 
understand  just  how  much  it  means 
to  me  that  she  has  allowed  me  to 
have  a day  like  this.  There's  no  way 
to  describe  the  emotional  peace  and 
emotional  high  inside  when  you 
have  your  loved  ones'  support. 

And  finally,  a warning:  Never  go 
to  a place  where  groups  of  teenagers 
are  hanging  out,  for  if  they  read  you 
they  will  follow  you  around  and 
heckle  you.  After  all,  they  aren't 
busy,  have  no  agenda,  and  have  noth- 
ing better  to  do  than  make  you  their 
agenda. 

Melanie  writes,  "I've  been  going  out  in 
public  crossdressed  more  and  more.  I've 
shopped  at  Sound  Warehouse,  Target, 
Drug  Emporium,  Cloth  World,  Neiman- 
Marcus,  Lane  Bryant,  and  a few  other 
places,  and  eaten  dinner  at  several  fast 
rood  establishments.  I've  been  amazed  at 
how  few  people  even  notice.  Even  more 
so,  when  they  do  notice,  it's  usually  no 
big  deal  to  them." 


Transgender  Tapestry  #92  • 79 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  FOUNDATION 

FOR  GENDER  EDUCATION,  INC.  presents 


TG  2001 

15th  Annual  IFGE  Convention  and 
1st  R S I*  Trans  Medical  & Legal  Symposium 
March  22  -26,  2001 
Arlington  Heights,  Illinois 


S.  Kristine  James  and  Alison  Laing 
Convention  Management  Team 


15th  Annual  IFGE  Convention 
and  1st  R S I*  Trans  Medical  & Legal 

Symposium 

* Rikki  Swin  Institute,  Inc. 


IFGE  and  the  Rikki  Swin  Institute,  Inc.  presents 
a Program  Featuring  a Veritable  Who's  Who  of 
Professionals,  Experts,  and  TG  Leaders  covering  the 
latest  in  TG  Medicine,  Surgery,  Psychotherapy, 
Sociology,  Self  Help,  Law  and  Politics  including 

Holly  Boswell  and  Zanuti  Rose  • George  R.  Brown,  M.D.  • Richard  Docter, 
Ph.D.  • Diane  Ellabom,  LICSW  • Frederic  Ettner,  M.D.  • Randi  Ettner,  Ph.D. 

• Michael  Miqqi  Alicia  Gilbert,  Ph.D.  • Armand  Hotimsky  • Ariadne  Kane, 
Ed.D.  • Deirdre  McCloskey,  Ph.D.  • Toby  R.  Meltzer,  M.D.  • Douglas 
Ousterhout,  M.D.  • David  Ostad,  M.D.  • Jos  Megens,  Amsterdam  Gender  Team 
• Eugene  A.  Schrang,  M.D.,  S.C.  • Mariette  Pathy  Allen,  M.A. 

• Alyson  Meiselman  • Attorney  Stephen  Whittle,  Ph.  D.  • Moon  Hawk  River 
Stone,  B.S.,  Psychotherapist  • Ms.  Bob  • Tony  Barreto-Neto  • Ann  Casebeer  • 
Dianna  Cicotello  • Laurie  Cicotello  • Carrie  Davis  • Dallas  Denny  • Angela 
Bright  Feather  • Jane  Fee  • Michael  Gray  • Jamison  Green  • Marisa  Richmond 
• Julie  Johnson  • Paula  Ison  • Dana  Rivers  • Jessica  Xavier  • Miranda 
Steven-Miller  • Virginia  Prince,  and  others — plus  the  Virginia  Prince 
and  Trinity  Awardees. 
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Presents  a Fun  Filled  Program  Featuring 

An  opening  reception  Wednesday  evening  at  the  Hotel 
Daily  luncheons  with  exceptional  speakers 
The  Grand  Opening  of  the  Rikki  Swin  Institute 
Downtown  restaurant  tour  followed  by  entertainment  at  the  renowned 
Baton  Club,  Thursday  evening 

Fun  evening  at  the  Hotel  with  a "TV"  Game  Show  and  a 50's  Sock  Hop,  Friday  evening 
Grand  Banquet  featuring  Star  Studded  Entertainment  and  Dancing  Saturday  evening 
A Program  of  outstanding  Professionals,  Experts,  and 
TG  Leaders 

Plus  Vendors,  Local  Shopping,  S.O.  Program 


% 
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At  the  Radisson  Hotel 

Arlington  Heights,  Illinois 


Registration  forms  will  be  available  on  / or 
about  December  1,  2000 

For  more  information  regarding  the  convention,  contact : 

Kristine  James  at 

IFGE  Convention  Management  Team 

P.  O.  Box  61,  Easton,  PA  18044-0061 
(610)  759-1761,  or  e-mail:  Skristinej@aol.com 

For  program  information  contact: 

Alison  Laing,  FAX  (401)  624-8753 
or  e-mail:  Alison@LNG.COM 


For  Reservations  call 
1-800-333-3333  after  November  1,  2000 
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This  article  previously  appeared 
North  Shore  Exposure,  March  2000. 


There  is  nothing  like  drawing  a 
nude  for  two-and-one-half 
hours  to  get  one  think- 
ing about  transgendered 
individuals  and  their  place 
in  the  queer  community, 
particularly  when  the 
model  has  both  distinctly 
male  and  female  physical 
characteristics. 

Such  was  my  experi- 
ence at  a recent  figure 
drawing  session  down- 
town. When  I walked  into 
the  room  I saw  a male 
model,  but  after  a minute  I 
realized  there  was  a lot 
more  to  this  individual 
than  first  impressions.  I 
found  it  an  interesting 
artistic  challenge. 

Artists  generally  work 
from  female  nudes,  utiliz- 
ing soft  edges,  gentle  shad- 
ing, and  contour  lines.  By 
contrast,  male  models  are 
generally  studied  for  skele- 
tal and  muscle  structure, 
emphasizing  hard  edges 
and  strong  shadows.  The 
artist  is  challenged  to  look 
more  inside  the  body  than 
around  it.  Female  models 
are  usually  more  volup- 
tuous, males  more  angular. 

Looking  back  on  my  work  done 
throughout  the  evening,  each  of  the 
model's  genders  came  through.  Some 
of  my  drawings  were  strong  and 
powerfully  masculine,  full  of  sharp 
edges  and  heavy  lines.  Others,  and 
especially  my  paintings,  were  soft 
and  brought  out  the  elegant  side  of 
the  model.  In  a way,  working  from 


by  Ian  Hart 

in  this  transgender  model  was  much 
like  having  two  models  in  one. 

The  T in  GLBT  is  often  included 
reluctantly  in  the  queer  community, 
and  I can't  for  the  life  of  me  figure 
out  why.  In  my  experience,  tranny 
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contributions  to  gay  groups  and 
events  tend  to  be  met  with  groans, 
jokes,  and  finger  pointing  from  an 
element  of  the  GLB  faction. 

At  my  first  meeting  of  a queer 
discussion  group,  a gay  man  apolo- 
gized that  my  first  meeting  should 
include  a transgendered  individual. 
"Sorry  tonight  had  to  be  your  first 
meeting." 


I was  quite  put  off  by  this  gentle- 
man's statement.  Might  someone  not 
be  saying  the  same  thing  about  him 
in  a predominantly  straight  situa- 
tion? "Sorry,  buddy.  You  know,  the 
fag  doesn't  always  come  golfing  with 
us."  As  gay  men  we've  tra- 
ditionally  been  excluded, 
or  included  reluctantly. 

To  turn  around  and 
inflict  that  on  another  is 
asinine.  The  struggles  of 
transgendered  individuals 
are  too  numerous  to  con- 
sider here.  My  under- 
standing is  that  their 
struggles  are  often  similar 
to  those  of  GLB's  but  more 
difficult  and  complex.  I 
have  utmost  respect  for 
those  individuals  who 
have  followed  their  hearts 
and  worked  toward  find- 
ing what  they  consider  to 
be  their  true  gender.  With 
such  a difficult  path, 
devoid  of  the  role  models 
and  the  positive  media 
attention  gays  have  start- 
ed to  garner,  the  last  thing 
they  need  is  grief  from  a 
community  which  says 
that  love  knows  no  gen- 
der. 

Artists  who  demand 
H|[\  their  style  be  the  one 
S^lll  "right"  way  will  end  up 
with  few  advocates  inside 
or  outside  the  art  world.  Likewise, 
gays  who  would  leave  transgenders 
outside  our  community  ought  not  to 
be  at  the  queer  table  themselves,  nor 
do  they  deserve  acceptance  by 
straights. 
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Passages 


A TRIBUTE  TO 

FLORENCE  MIRLOCCA 

by  Joan  Hoff 


YVe  all  lost  a truly  great  friend  on  13  July,  when 
Florence  Mirlocca  of  Florence's  Fashions  in 
Wakefield,  MA  passed  away  after  a long  and  coura- 
geous struggle  with  cancer. 

Florence  became  involved  with  the  crossdressing 
community  quite  unintentionally  almost  40  years  ago, 
when  men  would  enter  her  bra  and  girdle  shop  in 
downtown  Wakefield  to  purchase  "a  girdle  or  bra  for 
their  wife."  One  day  she  asked  a customer,  with  a 
smile  in  her  voice  that  became  her  trademark,  "It's  for 
you,  isn't  it?  Why  don't  you  try  it  on  in  the  dressing 
room  to  see  if  it  fits?"  This  simple  courtesy  established 
a lifelong  relationship  with  crossdressers. 

As  word  spread  about  the  safe,  comforting  envi- 
ronment and  high-quality  clothing  available  at  rea- 
sonable prices,  Florence's  business  flourished  and 
grew.  In  the  late  1970's,  she  moved  the  shop  to  its  pre- 
sent location  on  Albion  Street  and  expanded  the  prod- 
uct line  to  include  wigs  and  hosiery.  At  about  this  time 
she  was  joined  by  her  daughter,  Barbara,  who  became 
an  integral  part  of  the  operation  by  providing  much- 
needed  makeovers  for  Florence's  clients.  Incidentally, 
Barbara  also  became  involved  with  the  crossdressing 
community  unintentionally;  when  she  was  running  a 
cosmetics  store,  several  male  clients  asked  her  for 
makeovers. 

Florence  was  a long-time  supporter  of  the  Tiffany 
Club  and,  later,  IFGE.  Advertisements  for  Florence's 
Fashions  have  appeared  in  Tapestry  since  its  inception 
as  the  Tiffany  Club  newsletter  more  than  20  years  ago. 

Florence's  reputation  with  crossdressers  was 
well-deserved.  She  was  always  respectful,  always 
nonjudgemental,  and  always  honest  with  her  clients, 
and  always  felt  comfortable  with  them.  She  shared 
their  troubles  and  triumphs  and  developed  genuine 
friendships  with  them.  They  in  turn  heeded  her  heart- 
felt advice  on  clothing,  and,  more  importantly,  family 
matters. 

We  will  miss  you,  Florence.  Requiescat  In  Pace. 

September  22,  2000 


& 


e 


ior  the  a 


COLORADO 


& 


at  the  beautiful  Renaissance  Hotel 


in  wonderful  Denver,  CO 
Keynote  Speaker:  Kate  Bornstein 
Workshops,  Talent  Show, 

A Trip  to  Denver’s  Ocean  Journey 


On  Thursday  a special  all  day 
seminar  and  Q&A  on: 

“TG  Themes  in  Mainstream  Media” 

Featuring 

Leslie  Keinberg,  Kate  Bornstein, 
Dana  Rivers  & Riki  Anne  Wilchins 


Gentler  identity  Center  of  Colorado,  Inc. 
1455  Ammons  Street,  Suite  100 
Lakewood,  CO  80215-4993 
303-202-6466 

e-mail:  GIC  o fc  olo@aol.com 
wek  pa£e:  http://www.ColoGoldRush.orgf 


Please  check  our  website  for  more  information, 
or  e-mail  us,  or  send  us  this  form: 

Yes!  I am  interested  in  attending 
COLORADO  GOLD  RUSH  2001 


Name:  

Address: 
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If  you're  looking  for  a support  group...  If  you're  looking  for  events... 

If  you're  looking  for  other  people  to  talk  to...  Then  look  no  further! 
You're  looking  for  Transgender  Forum. 

Visit  us  today  on  the  World  Wide  Web  at  <www.tgforum.com>.  We  are 
the  only  weekly  publication  in  the  transgender  community,  plus  we  offer 
resources  second  to  none.  Want  to  know  where  to  buy...  anything?  Visit  the 
TGForum  Shopping  mall  where  you'll  find  some  of  the  best  vendors  in  the 
transgender  community.  Want  your  own  private  email  account  or  a personal 
web  page?  Yes,  we  offer  that,  too,  no  extra  charge. 

All  this  for  less  than  a dollar  a week?  You  better  believe  it!  Check  out  the 
free  edition,  then  subscribe  for  access  to  all  the  goodies. 

TGForum  is  brought  to  you  by  3-D  Communications,  Inc.,  a transgender  owned  and  operated  web  presence. 
Contact  us  about  getting  your  organization  or  business  on  the  Worldwide  Web.  [webmaster@tgforum.com] 


EARLY  TRANSSEXUAL 
SOUTHERN  NOVELIST  DIES 


Novelist  Dawn  Langley  Simmons,  whose  sex 
change  and  marriage  to  a black  man  rocked  this  bas- 
tion of  Southern  culture  more  than  30  years  ago,  died 
Monday.  The  cause  of  death  was  not  released.  She  was 
77. 

Simmons  wrote  more  than  20  books,  including  The 
Gypsies  of  Brightling  Down , Princess  Margaret , Jacqueline 
Kennedy  and  Lady  Bird  and  Her  Daughters.  Hall  is  also 
the  author  of  two  autobiographical  books,  the  1971 
Man  Into  Woman:  A Transsexual  Autobiography  and  the 
1995  Dawn:  A Charleston  legend. 

Born  in  England  as  Gordon  Langley  Hall,  the  ille- 
gitimate son  of  an  aristocratic  British  household.  Hall 
arrived  in  Charleston  in  1962. 

In  1968,  Hall  returned  from  a trip  to  Johns  Hopkins 
Hospital  as  Dawn  Pepita  Langley  Hall.  A year  later. 
Hall  married  John  Paul  Simmons. 

In  1993,  Simmons  wrote  "She-Crab  Soup,"  the  story 
of  a British  woman  marrying  a black  man  in  1969 
Charleston. 


^ ERRATUM^ 

In  Transgender 
Tapestry  #91, 
we  mistakenly 
identified 

Donna 

Cartwright  as 

the  author  of 
the  obituary  of 
Lee  Brewster. 
Our  apologies 
to  the  actual 
author,  whoev- 
er it  might  be. 

—Ed. 

V J 
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The  1FGE  is  a 501(c)(3)  non- 
profit organization  providing 
outreach  to  and  for  the  trans- 
gender community.  Among 
its  many  other  activities,  IFGE 
publishes  and  distributes  gen- 
der related  books,  magazines, 
videos  and  tapes. 


Profits  from  all  sales  go 
toward  promoting  self- 
acceptance, public  under- 
standing, and  inclusion  of 
greater  gender  diversity  in 
society  at  large.  Our  office 
and  bookstore  are  located  at 
14  Felton  Street,  2nd  Floor, 
Waltham,  MA  02453-4117 


International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 


Synchronicity 

Bookstore 

Publications 

Catalogue 


RHONDA— THE  WOMAN  IN  ME 

by  Rhonda  D.  Hoyman 


For  48  years  Ron  had  no  sense  of  self  worth. 
Since  age  5 Ron  knew  he  was  a female 

trapped  in  a male  body. 

As  years  went  by,  his  inner  conflict  and  sense  of 
helplessness  became  too  painful  to  bear.  With  a growing 
sense  of  emptiness,  hopelessly  losing  himself  in  work  and 
three  unsuccessful  marriages,  Ron  was  desperate  to  become  a 
whole  person.  His  strong  sense  of  purpose  could  no  longer 
repress  the  pain  of  living  a male  life.  He  decided  there  was  no 
other  answer,  but  to  release  his  true  feminine  self. 

Rhonda:  The  Woman  In  Me  is  the  journey  of  Ron's  48  year 
struggle  to  find  happiness  before  allowing  his  true  feminine  identity 
to  emerge  and  take  steps  necessary  to  achieve  a complete  sexual 
transition.  This  book  is  not  only  for  those  who  have  gender 
dysphoria,  but  a good  example  of  what  can  be  done  by  any  person 
who  is  determined  to  improve  their  life. 


International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 
P.O.  Box  540229,  Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 
(for  MC/Visa  orders)  781-899-2212,  FAX:  781-899-5703 
E-mail:  Books@ifge.org  or  visit  our  on-line  bookstore  at  our  website:  http://www.ifge.org 


NOW  IN  STOCK 


Crossing:  A Memoir 
by  Deirdre  McCluskey 
# 915  $15.00 

Now  in  Paperback! 


Sex , Gender  & Sexuality 
by  Dr.  Trade  O'Keefe 
#494  $22.95 


The  Danish  Girl 
by  David  Ebershoff 

#496  $24.95 


Creating  a Feminine  Carriage 

by  Elaine  Sagant 

#490  $12.95 


Je  Me  Souviens 

One  Person 's  Experience 
with  Male-to-Female 
Sex  Reassignment  Surgery 

by  Jean  Vermette 
#493  $10.00 


Transsexual 

Workers 

by  Janis  Walworth: 


AND: 

Working  with  a 
Transsexual  » — ► 
#526  $12.00 


Trans  Forming  Families 
by  Mary  Boenke 
#481  $13.95 


The  Mane  Thing 
by  Kevin  Mancuso 
#479  $25.00 


The  Tranny  Guide  2000-2001 

International  TV  Shopping  Source 
by  Vicky  Lee 
#525  $22.95 


THE  Last  TIME 
i Yore  a mess 


DAPHNE  : CHOLINSKI 


GENDF.R 

LOVING 

CARE 

V 


RANDI  EITHER 


As  Nature  Made  Him 

The  Boy  who  was  Raised  as  a Girl 

by  John  Colapinto 

#498  $26.00 


The  Last  Time  I Wore  A Dress 
by  Jane  Meredith  Adams 
#472  $13.00 


Trans  Liberation: 

Beyond  Pink  or  Blue 
by  Leslie  Feinberg 
#420  $20.00 


Feminizing  Hormonal 
Treatment  for  the 
Transgendered 
by  Dr.  Sheila  Kirk 
#170  $16.95 

Gender  Loving  Care 

by  Randi  Ettner 

#474  $25.00 


Suits  Me:  The  Double 
Life  of  Billy  Tipton 
by  Diane  Middlebrook 
#470  $25.00 


Membership  Pays ! 

Become  a member  of  IFGE  today  and  get  a 10%  discount  on  your  bookstore  purchase, 
(discount  does  not  apply  for  magazines  or  shipping  & handling  charges). 


Cat-2 


IVpan1 
*><  Surjjpry, 
Ih'al  FjMit 


Prepare  for  Surgery 
Heal  Faster 

Book  by  Peggy  Huddleston 
#482  ' 1 ^ $14.95 


The  Empress  is  a Man 
by  Michael  R.  Gorman 
#469  $20.99 


BiRL-ftLK  Girl  Ta!k  Magazine 

10  - - #GT  $10.00 


Buy  as 
a Set 


Prepare 
for  Saraery. 
Heal  Pastor 


Prepare  for  Surgery 
Heal  Faster  (Audio  Tape) 
by  Peggy  Huddleston 
#aul50  ' $9.95 


UOMINI  COME  DONNE 
MEN  AS  WOMEN 


MARIETTE  PATHY  ALLEN 


Men  as  Women 
by  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 
#012  $15.00 


What's  Inside  of  Me 
Music  by  Davetta  Magness 
#au235  ' $11.95 


■Otxv^ 


Translegalities 
A Legal  Guide  for  MTF's 
by  Spencer  Bergstedt 
#499  $25.00 


kimmmnM 


SPENCER  PEKC&TEPT.  £50 


Translegalities 
A Legal  Guide  for  FTM's 
by  Spencer  Bergstedt 
#500  $25.00 


SALE! 


OFFER  EXPIRES  3/31/01 


SALE! 


To  Be  a Woman 
by  Jerry/Jerri  McClain 

#118  ' $Um 

>Ao«5-SALE  $12.00 


m Transformations 
by  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 
#032  $24r95 


oft  . SALE  $19.95 

kVM 

Legal  Aspects  of  Transsexualism 
by  Sr.  Mary  Elizabeth  SSE 
#036  $494)0 


SALE  $8.00 


r writing.  Writing  Successful  How-to  Books 
1 SUCCESSFUL  by  Jean  Marie  Stine 
SELFHELP  il  #190 
! & HOW-TO  I 


Cat-3 


SALE  $11.95 


Wives , Partners  & Others 

by  Jan  & Diane  Dixon 

#016  sum 


SALE  $8.00 


A HUM  Of  (AOUDACUINC 

LC0CV  COADON 


Aspects  of  Gender 
by  Lesley  Gordon 
#147  $44r95 


SALE  $12.95 


Joel  hips 


Feelings 

by  Stephanie  Castle 
#124  $49 m 


oft/  SALE  $17.95 


And  yes , you  CAN  use  your 
IFGE  Membership  Discount 
on  these  sale  items! 


ALSO  IN  STOCK 


Two  Spirit  People 

by  Lester  Brown 
#449 


$12.95 


Gender  Shock 
by  Phyllis  Burke 
#167 


$14.95 


Confessions  of  a Gender  Defender 

by  Randi  Ettner,  Ph.D. 

#184  $14.95 

«<  BACK  IN  STOCK! 


Gender  Outlaw 
by  Kate  Bornstein 
#189  $13.00 

«<  NOW  IN  PAPERBACK! 


Crossdressing 


#159  CrossDressers  & Those  Who  Share  Their  Lives 

Indispensible  insights  & advice  for  CDs  & their  mates. 

by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.  D $14.95 

#515  Making  Faces— NOW  IN  PAPERBACK 

Unbeatable  tips  and  techniques  on  basic  makeup  application. 

by  Kevin  Aucoin  $20.00 

#440  Cross  Purposes:  On  Being  Christian 
and  Crossgendered 

by  Vanessa  S.  $17.95 

#042  CrossDressing  with  Dignity 

The  Case  for  Transcending  Gender  Lines 

by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.  D $14.95 

#111  Coping  with  CrossDressing 

Puts  crossdressing  into  perspective  for  spouses. 

by  JoAnn  Roberts  $12.00 

#457  Miss  Vera's  Finishing  School  for  Boys  who 
Want  to  be  Girls 

by  Veronica  Vera  $14.95 

#031  Mi/  Husband  Wears  My  Clothes 

"Clothes  don't  make  the  man,"  has  never  had  greater  meaning! 

by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.  D $14.00 

| Transsexual 


#113  The  Uninvited  Dilemma: 

A Question  of  Gender 

by  Kim  E.  Stuart  $14.95 

#161  Medical,  Legal  & Workplace  Issues 
for  the  Transsexual 

by  Sheila  Kirk,  M.D.  $18.95 

#181  I Am  My  Own  Woman:  An  Autobiography 
by  Charlotte  Von  Mahlsdorf  $12.99 

#018  The  Employer's  Guide  to  Gender  Transition 
by  Dianna  Cicotello  $10.00 

#460  Our  Trans  Children 

Pamphlet  from  PFLAG  $1.00 

#vi203  Gender  Identity — Variations  of  Expression 
by  Dr.  Jayne  Thomas  & Prof.  Toby  Green  $39.95 

#154  ID  Management  for  the  Transsexual 

by  Dallas  Denny  $15.00 

#175  Transsexuals  Candid  Answers  to  Private 

Questions  by  Gerald  Ramsey,  Ph.  D $22.95 

#037  From  Masculine  to  Feminine  and  All 
Points  In  Between:  Overall  guide  for  any 
TV,  TS,  CD,  TS,  SO  or  helping  professional 
by  Jennifer  Anne  Stevens  $19.95 

#185  True  Selves:  Understanding  Transsexualism 
for  Families,  Friends,  Co-Workers,  and 
Helping  Professionals 

by  Mildred  L.  Brown  & Chloe  Ann  Rounsley  $24.95 

#462  ...Mom  ' _ _1NT  \irl 

by  Just  °UT  OF  PR  $9.95 

#vil65  An  Evening  with  Dr.  Stanley  Biber  (VIDEO) 
MTF  SURGICAL  TECHNIQUE  ' $30.00 

#vi212  Fluid  Boundaries  (VIDEO) 

by  Wendell  Collier  w/Miqqi  A.  Gilbert  $14.95 

#vill3  I am  Who  I Am  (Music  VIDEO) 

by  Sam  LaHanna  $15.00 

Cat-4 


^Transgender 


#455  TransGender  Care:  Recommended  Guidelines, 
Practical  Information  and  Personal  Accounts 
bv  Gianna  E.  Israel  & Donald  E.  Tarver  II,  M.D. 

$39.95 

#139  Gender  Dysphoria — Interdisciplinary  Approaches 
in  Clinical  Management 

by  Walter  Bockting  & Eli  Coleman,  PhD  $19.95 

#446  Alt/  Gender  Workbook  Kate's  guide  to  exploring 

the  big  "G"  by  Kate  Bornstein  BACK  IN  STOCK! 

$16.95 

#442  Transgender  Warriors:  From  Joan  of  Arc  to  RuPaul 
by  Leslie  Feinberg  $20.00 

| F e m a 1 e to  Male 

#156  S/HE:  An  intimate  search  11  tner 

“fa,rWpoR^ouTOFS  tll#s 

#151  Stone  Butch  Blues 

by  Leslie  Feinberg  $13.95 

by  1 TEW^^T-Taff  $11.95 

#179  Sacred  Country  ...  An  FtM  novel 

by  Rose  Tremain  $10.00 

#au240  TS  Man:  An  audio  cassette 

by  James  Green.  $9.95 

#188  Body  Alch*'1'--  qF  stocK  • traits 

p j Lauren  Cameron  $24.95 

#034  Geildcr  Blending:  Confronting  the  Limits  of  Duality 
by  Holly  Devor,  Ph.D.  $14.95 

#171  Masculizing  Hormonal 

for  th’  Ti'^'  0ut  of  stock  irk  M D 

teWporaR'l  $14.95 

#vil66  An  Evening  with  Dr.  Stanley  Biber  (VIDEO) 
FTM  SURGICAL  TECHNIQUE  $30.00 

^Other  Favorite  Choices 


#vil03  Speaking  as  a Woman  VIDEO 

by  Allison  Laing  $30.00 

#bk029  Speaking  as  a Woman  (book)  $10.00 

#vil48  Melanie  Speaks  VIDEO  $24.95 

#cdl48  On  Developing  a Female  Voice  CD  $19.95 

#aul48  by  Melanie  Ann  Phillips  Cassette  $14.95 

#vil05  Ladylike  Deportment  VIDEO 

by  Paula  Jordan  Sinclair  $30.00 

#vil01  Husbands  & Wives,  Best  Friends  & Lovers 
Dealing  with  crossdressing  in 
relationships  VIDEO 

produced  by  Donna  Mobley  $30.00 

#vil02  Metamorphosis:  Man  into  Woman  VIDEO 
documentary  of  Gary's  change  to  Gaby  $39.95 

#vil50  Gender  101  VIDEO 

produced  by  IFGE  $29.95 

#vil36  Art  & Illusion  Basic  Makeup  VIDEO 

#vil04  Art  & Illusion  Tricks  & Tips  VIDEO 

by  JoAnn  Roberts  $30.00 

#cd232  Play  to  Win 

Music  by  Pamela  Davis  $12.99 

#026  Art  & Illusion  Vol.  1:  Face  & Hair 

by  JoAnn  Roberts  $15.00 

#040  Art  & Illusion  Vol.  2:  Fashion  & Style 

by  JoAnn  Roberts  $15.00 

#LL  Ladylike  Magazine  Current  Issue  $12.00 

Bv  Virginia  Prince: 

#021  The  Cross  Dresser  and  His  Wife  $12.00 

#022  Understanding  CrossDressing  $12.00 

#023  How  to  Be  A Woman  Though  Male  $14.00 

TO  PLACE  YOUR  ORDER  PLEASE  USE  THE  CARD  INSERT 
BETWEEN  THIS  AND  THE  NEXT  PAGE  OF  THIS  MAGAZINE 
AND  MAIL  WITH  YOUR  PAYMENT  TODAY!  THANKS! 


Cat-5 


YOU  CAN  PLACE  YOUR  ORDER  OVER  THE  PHONE  WITH  A VISA  OR  MASTERCARD 
CALL  (781)  899-2212.  QUESTIONS?  ask  for  Denise  or  e-mail  her  at:  books@ifge.org. 
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Code#  Product  Titles  Price 


Address 

Member  Type  (if  applicable) 

Student/ Low  Income 

Basic Supporting 

Benefactor Life 

MEMBERSHIP  # 


Discounts  DO  NOT  apply  to 
Shipping  & Handling, 
Magazine  orders,  or 
subscriptions. 


Please  allow  3 to  4 weeks  for 
delivery 

Make  checks  and/or  money 
orders  payable  to: 

IFGE,  P.O.  Box  540229 
Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 

For  Visa /MasterCard  ONLY: 

Card  #: 

Exp.  Date: 

Signature: 


Subtotal: 
Membership  Discount: 
Shipping  & Handling: 
MA  Residents  5%  Sales  Tax 

Total  Enclosed  (U.S.  Funds) 

>>>  Shipping  and  Handling  Directions — 

ADD  $3.00  each  for  the  first  two  items,  $1 .50  for  each  add'l  item 


NOTE:  INTERNATIONAL  ORDERS  subject  to  additional  shipping 
determined  by  country  & zone  & postage  class  selected  (Surface  or  Air). 
Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Questions?  e-mail  books@ifge.org 
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IFGE  Synchromcity  Bookstore 
PO  Box  540229 
Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 


Siy^tiwy  'Jteov  fruwt: 

pmntiasji^  & lllkittfifittin 

This  Winter  is  an  exciting  time  for  us  here  at  AFI.  We  are  presenting  our  third  season  of  new  clothing  especially 
made  for  the  crossdresser  community.  We  have  added  many  new  exciting  styles  and  colors  and  hope  that  you 
will  enjoy  the  correctly  fitting  garments  made  with  wider  shoulders,  lowered  waistlines,  longer  sleeves  and  more 
narrow  hips.  We  strive  for  the  best  overall  fit  for  our  customers  and  feedback  has  been  very  positive  with  all  of  our 
pieces.  If  you  want  to  see  a free  brochure  of  our  best  selling  items,  Please  call  I B-W&wa E Y*A to  receive  a free 
color  brochure  or  if  you  want  the  full  catalog,  then  send  $3.00  to  the  address  listed  below  and  we  will  be  sure  to 
get  a catalog  right  out  to  you.  To  order  any  clothing  listed  below  - put  your  chest  and  waist  size  on  the  order  form 

here  and  we  will  send  you  the  correctly  sized  item. 


New  Stretch  Patent  Dress  !! 
Style  PT01 
Command  Attention! 

Hot  new  stretch  PVC  dress.  Long 
front  zipper.  Zip  it  up  to  a high 
neck  or  zip  it  down  for  more 
exposure.  Latest  Fashion  trend 
Fits  Chest  sizes: 

34  - 48  only 
Colors:  Black 
Sale  Price:  $ 84.95 


New  Eye  Catching 
Dress!! 
Style  DR05 
Elegant,  comfortable 
design.  Princess 
seamed  front  for  figure 
enhancing.  We  added 
sexy  slits  om  both  sides 
of  the  dress  because  it  is 
the  latest  fashion  look! 
This  dress  can  be  worn 
sporty  or  dressy. 
Firs  Chest  Sizes  34  - 48 
Colors: 
Burgundy  or  Purple 
Sale  Price:  $ 68.00 


TOP 

Style  TP01 

Dense  tight  stretch  lace  top. 
a best  seller  - fits  great! 
and  works  great  with  skirts 
and  under  suits 
Fits  Chest  sizes: 

34  - 46  only 
Colors:  Black  or  White 
Sale  Price:  $ 34.50 
SKIRT 
Style  PLT01 

NEW  - cute  pleated  skirt,  very 
versatile.  Can  be  won  as 
shown  for  a sexy  look  with 
our  lace  top  or  as  part  od  a 
cheerleader  or  schoolgirl  oufit 
Color:  Black,  Red 
26  - 42  only 
Sale  price:  $ 37.15 


Style:  BraOpen 
Enticing,  smooth  satin 
open  breast  bra.  If 
you  have  a little 
breast  tissue  or  a lot, 
try  our  new  open 
breast  bra.  Creates 
the  feminine  illusion 
immediately. 

Sizes  36  - 44 
Low  Price  $34.95 


100%  Silicone  Breastforms! 

the  ultimate  in  realistic 
breastwear.  our  silicone 
forms  are  made  of  the 
highest  quailty  silicone 
for  the  best  feel  and  the 
nipple  is  specially  made 
to  be  realistic  and  more 
projected  plus  the  finish  is  a matte  finish  so  they 
look  more  realistic  when  attached.  Sizes:  B,  D, 
D,  DD.  make  sure  you  specify  your  chest  size 
when  ordering.  Price  for  pair  $279.95.  Price 
with  adhesive  and  remover  $294.95 


Style:  #318 
For  the  sexy  star  in 
you!  5.5  inch  platform 
heel  with  chunky 
heel  for  ease  in 
walking.  Makes 
quite  a statement, 
leatherette. 

Sizes:  7 - 14M 
Low  Price  $49.95 


Order  Here  or  at  our  Website:  If  paying  by  Mail  use  Postal  Money  Order 

WWW.CROSSDRESS.NET.  We  will  need  your  for  Fastest  Delivery. 

chest  measurement  without  padding  Make  Checks/  Money  Orders  payable  to 

Style  # Color  Size  Price  best  value  products. 


Shipping  costs: 

$35  -$100  add  $7.00. 
$100  - $290  add  $10.00. 
Over  $291  add  $13.00. 


TapW20 


Shipping 
■•Total 


Visa/MC/Disc  # 

Exp  Date  

Name  

Address 


City  State  Zjp 

Best  Value  Products  • PO  Box  156  • Wyncote  • PA  • 19095 

215-782-9025  Fax:215-782-9180  E-mail:  bvp@p3.net 


Institute  * 

A fully  funded  501  (c)  (3)  foundation 

Our  Mission:  Stimulate  changes  in  culture  to  improve  trans-person  understanding  and  acceptance 
Photos  from  a recent  R S I sponsored  trans  educational  trip  to  Japan 


James  Green 

explaining  FtM 
on  Fuji  TV  live 


131 

F ' > . t ?T|H  {aTJS  [»I> 

U 9 - 

3 u*  KYODO 

— ^ ' 

1 &1J 

feidC  7 40 

Tt  It  VISION  1 

James  Green 

taping  for  Japanese 
Television  news 


James  Green 
and  Dr.  Harishina 

(SRS  surgeon) 


James  Green 

greets  the 

Sankei  Shimbun  Newspaper 


RSI  proudly  announces: 

RSI  co-sponsorship  of  IFGE  Transgender  2001 
March  22  - 26,  2001 
Arlington  Heights,  Illinois 

15th  Annual  IFGE  Convention 

And 

1st  R S I Trans  Medical  and  Legal  Symposium 


R S I is  sponsoring  specific  international  caregiver  professionals  to  speak  at  this  conference.  By  helping  to  make  this 
conference  truly  international.  R S 1 believes  that  the  global  exchange  of  ideas  and  techniques  regarding  trans  person 
care  will  stimulate  growth  in  all  facets  of  care.  Please  do  not  miss  the  opportunity  to  hear  first  hand  from  worldwide 
experts  in  trans  care.  Then,  share  your  knowledge  w ith  your  local  caregiver  professional.  In  this  way  you  can  help  to 
stimulate  continuous  improvement. 


*Rikki  Swin  Institute 

22  West  Ontario  Street  • Chicago  IL  • 60611 
(312)  440-9292  (phone)  / (312)  255-0575  (fax) 


Website:  www.RSInstitute.org 


Email:  RSlnstitute@aol.com 


GRAND  OPENING  GALA  CELEBRATION  MARCH  2001  (During  IFGETG2001) 


